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INTRODUCTION. 



J50ME" years ago, impelled by a ftrong degree of curiofity to obtain- fome know- 
ledge of the antient and modern ftate of my native Parifli of Cramond, I began, at 
leifure hours, to make colle&ions of materials tending to afcettain thefe points. My 
refearches were chiefly dire&ed to the biography and genealogy of the moft confiderable 
families and remarkable individuals connected with that diftrid. I foon found, how- 
ever, that I was perhaps the laft perfon who mould have engaged in fuch an enter- 
prize ; my very peculiar and difagreeable fituation (fcopidis furdior Icari) not only 
precluding all oral information, but alfo placing in the way obftacles fo many and fo 
great, as to occafion me to throw down my pen, and, for a time, to relinquifh every 
attempt of that nature. 

In 1790, the public fpirited Prefident and Founder of the Board of Agriculture 
and National Improvement circulated his queries for elucidating the real political fi- 
tuation of Scotland, by means of ftatiflical accounts of the different parifhes of that 
kingdom. Judging it the duty of every well-wiflier to the country to contribute, as 
much as lay in his power, to the promotion of that noble defign, I immediately fet 
about arranging the materials I had collected. When this was accomplifhed, I took 
the liberty of transmitting the manufcript to that diftinguifhed fenator, in order that 
fuch extra&s might be made from thence as fell within the fcope of his important and 
arduous undertaking, which his abilities, perfeverance, and high eftimation in the 
public mind, eminently qualified him to carry into full effect. He was pleafed, on 
returning the manufcript, to urge the printing thereof in a detached form, feveral 
particulars contained in it, though omitted to be excerpted as foreign to the plan of 
his work, neverthelefs appearing to him not improper for publication. 

The local and very circumfcribed nature of .the fubjeft, however, added to my 
own confcioufiiefs of the defective manner in which I had treated it, made me long 
hefitate to follow this advice. But finding that no connected memoirs of the moft ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary character to which, as a heritor, the pariih lays claim, had hitherto been 
publiihed, I ventured in 1791 to print a few copies of a fmall tract, intitled, " A 
" Sketch of the Life and Projects of John Law of Laurifton, Comptroller General 
u of the Finances of France." This ftep I was induced to take folely from the hope, 
that by announcing my intentions in the introduction to that work, I fhould be fa- 
voured with further communications concerning the pariih in general, and Mr Law 
in particular. In this hope I was not entirely difappointed ; for I foon afterwards had 
the pleafure of receiving from Paris feveral books and papers which contributed to 
clear up fome miflakes I had fallen into refpe&ing the Mj$^ftU*Syftem. The cor- 
rection of thefe errors, and the favourable terms in which the " Sketch" was noticed 
in fome periodical publications, were the principal inducements that led me to fend 
the prefent work to the prefe. 

In this work it was my original intention to have detailed at length the defcent of 
all the. confiderable families connected with the pariih, in alphabetical order ; and 
for that purpofe I had made copious genealogical collections. Finding, however, 
that the profecution of this plan would greatly exceed aH reasonable limits, and that 
feveral of thefe had been fully treated of in other publication*, I gave up that defign. 
I have made particular mention only of the families of Hope of Grant oun and Crai- 
giehatt y Law of LaurijUn, and Elphinftoun of Barntoun> and inferted Pedigrees of 
thofe of Loch of Dry law 9 Inglis of Cramond, and Howifon of Braehead ; none of 
whom have fubfifted in this diftrict for a l^fs period than a century. To thefe is 
added a fliort account of the firft Earl of Cromarty*, and his fon Sir James Mackenzie 
of Roy/lorn, who refided long in the pariih. 

The views of Zaurtjlon, New Saughton, and MuirbouJe> will, I hope, afford no 
unfavourable fpecimens of the talents of the engraver, Scott of Edinburgh, an artift 
who merits every encouragement from the public. I intended to have had feveral o- 
ther plates engraved in the fame finiibed ftile ; but I was obliged to drop that defign on 
account of the heavy expence attending its completion. The portrait of Mr Law was 
engraved by ^venedex at Paris, from an original picture of that celebrated minifter, 
in the pofleflion of his nephew, at that gentleman's own charge* 

Of the many and ftriking defects of the prefent publication, none can be more fen- 
fible than myfelf ; and I can truly and without affectation fay, that dum rekgofcrip- 
fijfe pudet. The principal caufe of thefe has been already mentioned ; the incom- 
plete ftate of the public records and parochial regifters proved a great bar ; and I 

had 
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had the misfortune of Sliding fome of the heritors prejudiced againft my underta- » ' 

king. This proceeded from a miftaken notion that I intended to fpecify the extent 
and rental of each eftate in the parifli ; an inference drawn from the minute inqui- 
. ries I was under the ncceffity of making into thefe particulars, in order to be enabled 
to ftate corre&ly the rent and produce of the whole diftrift. So far from mentioning 
the real value of each refpedive property, I have not even fet down the fum at 
which it is rated in the dels, or Land Tax, Books ; and I have in general omitted 
the dates of the births of perfons now alive, from an apprefrenfion that the infertion 
of them would give offence to feveral individuals. 

I (hall only add, that I have made colleftions re(pe&ing the neighbouring Pariihes 
of Corftorphine, Kirkliftoun, Dalmeny, m&Abercorn ; but all further progrefs in thefe 
pnrfuits depends upon the reception this work meets with. That it will be favoura- 
bly received is a hope that, I mm apprehenfive, cannot reafonably be indulged, when 
the confined nature of the fubjeft, the imperfeA manner in which it has been trea- s 
ted, and the variety and importance of the affairs that now occupy the attention of 
the public, are confidered. 

JOHN FHILP WOOD. 
Edihbu&gh, *> 
ift.fi*. 1794. N > 
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ERRATA. 



Page 16. line 5. for 1676 read 1661. 

09. 21* for Sir John Foulii, nad James Foalis, brother of Sir John Fouli*. 

48. 3. /or only >Woldeft. 

5»» 7. /»r (he rari he. 

5». 27. /»r 1439 r ««/ I5»9- 

53» 3« >*»■ 1680 r*«i/ 1580. 

69. S7. /#r 1688 read 1668. 

85. I. /or AoDuai number of, r«A/ Annual average of. 

174. 11, for with read worth. 
187. 5. for ioterperfed read interfperfed. 

X97. 19 from the bottom, for Sc read Si, 

329. 29. for their read the, 
240. 3 of the note, for at the fame time to deliver, rtsa\ at the Jam* time engaging to deliver* 



ADDENDA 

Page Ij6o. line 14. «/fcr Lady Georgina, ad/, « married at Ormiftoun-Hall *4th Not. 1793 to the Hon. 
" Andrew Cochrane, M. P. Major of the aift Regiment of foot, brother of tht 
" Sari of Dundonald." 



N* jB- Whatever fums are mentioned in the following Work are Sterling 
money, unlets where particularly fpecified to the contrary- 
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SECT. I 

SITUATION, EXTENT, SURFACE, ORIGIN OF THE NAME, ROMAN HIS TORT, 

AN© ANTIQJMTIES. 

The PARISH or CRAMOND, the tebjeft of the following 
pages, is a plcafant and fertile diftriS, lying principally in the county 
c£ Mid Lotkisn or Edinburgh, at the north weftern corner of that ftrire; 
9&d extending along the fdoth ftiore of tfya Frith of Forth, into which 
the river Anion, after running a courfe of above thirty miles, difera- 
bogues itfclf at the village of Nether Cramond. Part of this pariih, 
(about one tenth of the whole,) is fituated in the county of Wejl Lothian 
or LinHtbgvw, which is Separated from Mid Letbian by the AmoJt^ for 
Several miles above its confluence with the Forth. The pariih is bound* 
ed on the W. by the parifhes of DaJmeny and KirkUJlon, on the S. by 
fhefe of CcrftorphUe and St. Cutbbert's, and by the tail mentioned pariih 
oatbeE. The northern boundary is formed by the Frith of Forth; 
which, at this place, is from four to fix miles broad. 

A From 



2 EXTENT, SURFACE, 

From a computation that, it is hoped, will be found very near 
the truth, the parifli appears to contain 3960 Scotch, or about 4900 
Bntifh ftatute* acres. The extreme length of this diftrift, meafuring 
from Leny-bridge on the weft to Wardie-bufn on the eaft, is nearly fix 
miles; and the breadth fcarcely ever exceeds two miles. But it is need- 
lefs to enter into any farther fpecification of the dimenfions or form, 
fince the annexed flcetch, though by no means entitled to the claim of 
exatt accuracy, will ferve to give a better idea of both, as well as of the 
relative fituations of places therein, than could be conveyed by the molt 
minute defcription.' 

The eaftern part of this diftrift, lying two miles N. W. of the metro- 
polis of Scotland, appears rather level; though the ground, in fome 
places, forms gentle rifings. Near the center of the parifli we behold 
the north end of a craggy ridge, very fteep on the eaftern fide, but de- 
clining gently towards the weft, called, from the adjacent parifh, in 
which the principal part of it lies, Corjlorpbine HilU The utmoft alti- 
tude of this hill, which bears, when viewed from E. or W. fome refem- 
blance to the figure of a cock's comb, having indentations in feveral 
places along the fummit, is 470 feet above the level of the fea ; and 
the view from the top is reckoned remarkably fine, the Frith of Forth, 
the coaft of Fife, and .the City of Edinburgh, forming part of the land- 
fcape. To the N. and W. of this confpicuous objed, the face of the 
parifh becomes more variegated than the eaftern fide, and agreeably 
diverfified with rifing grounds, particularly with Leny and Craigic hills : 
But the chief ornament of this part is the Amon; the banks of that 
ftream, from Craigieball to its confluence with the Forth, being very 
hi t $K and fteep, almoft wholly covered with wood, and frequently chee- 
quered with bold and overhanging rocks. The land, in general, rifes 
to a good height even clofe to the fhore : there are, however, in three 
or four places along the fea fide, fandy plains or links; particularly an 

extenfive 
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extenfive tra& at the north weftern extremity of the parifh, called Long- 
jreen, forming part of the park of Barnbougle. 

The parifh takes its denomination from the principal village, where 
the church (lands, called Cramond. This name may be refolved into 
the Celtic compound Caeramon; Amon being undoubtedly the true 
name of the river which falls into the Forth at this village, as that word 
iignifies a river in general, and is not unfrequently applied to particu- 
lar dreams. In addition thereto, it is to be obferved, that the Romans 
had at this place, a considerable ftation or fort, (in the Gaelic Catr) ; fo 
from this circumftance would naturally arife the word Caeramon, or the 
fort on the river. It may be mentioned, in fupport of this etymology, 
that the name of this parifh has been fometimes written Karramund, 
particularly in the learned Sir James Dalrymple's Hiftorical Colledions. 

A mift of obfcurity, which every effort has been exerted, but in vain, 
to diffipate, involves the hiftory of this parifh till the arrival of the Ro- 
mans in Britain. It is almoft unneceffary to mention, that their firft 
fuccefsful invafion of this ifland (for the two preceding incurfions of 
Julius Cafar are by no means entitled to that epithet,) took place 
A. D. 43, under the command of Plautius, lieutenant of Claudius Cafar, 
who, following his victorious general the enfuing year, fubdued a great 
part of Britain, and as a memorial of his conqueft, gave his fon the 
honorary appellation of Britannicus. Some imagine that a fettlement 
was formed at Cramond, during the reign of Claudius, from the circum- 
ftance of feveral coins and medals of tffat emperor having been found 
here, particularly a very remarkable medallion of brafs, about the fize 
of a half crown piece. On one fide of this medal, (an engraving of 
which may be feen in Gordon's It iner avium Scptentrionalc, p. 147.) is 
the head of Claudius, with thefe letters, very fair, TI. CLAVD1VS 
CAESAR AVG. RMJ. R. P. IMP. on the reverfe is S. C. and 
NERO CLAVD1VS DRVSVS, with the figure of a perfon on horfe- 
back, on the top of a triumphal arch, between two vex ilia. This, 
however, is but very flender evidence to oppofe to the eflablifhed fa£t, 

A 2 that 
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that Julius Jgricola, the lieutenant of Vejpajian, was the firft Roman 
commander that penetrated fo far north as the Fr^th of Forth j and 
this expedition into Scotland did not take place earlier than the 8oth 
year of the Chriftian aera. 

That Cramond foon became one of the moft important, as well as one 
of the moft confiderable ftations the Romans occupied in Scotland, is 
evident from the great number of coins and medals dug up at this 
placq, the altars found here, the military roads, the remains of a dock, 
and other memorials of that great nation ; of which in order. It is pre* 
vioufly to be obferved, that the learned and accurate Horjley, author of 
that valuable work, Britannia Roman a, and Gordon, the editor of the 
Itinerarium SeptentrUnale, muft have £aid particular attention to the. 
Roman antiquities of this place; the formeT being fon-in-law of Principal 
Hamilton, one of the minifters of Cramond, and the latter having been 
patronized and affifted by that accompliflied antiquarian, Sir John Clerk 
of Penny cuick, Baron of Exchequer in Scotland, a confiderable proprie- 
tor in this parifh. 

An almoft incredible number of coins and medals have been, at dif- 
ferent periods, found at this place ; a few were of gold and filver; bat 
by far the greateft part brafs. The feries is as follows : Some of Clau- 
dius, who conquered great part of this ifland, A. D. 44, and died in the 
year 54 ; of his fucceflbr Nero j of Galba, who fucceded Nero, A. D. 
68, and died the fame yeay of Vejpajian, whofe reign commenced 
A. D. 69, and terminated in 79; of Domitian, who reigned from the 
year 81, till he was murdered in 96; of his fucceflbr Nerva, whofe 
fliort reign ended in lefs than fixteen months after his acceffion to the 
throne ; of Trajan, the adopted fon and fucceflbr of Nerva, who died 
in 117; of Hadrian, Trajan's fucceflbr, who was in Britain from 117 
to 120 ; of Antoninus Pius, (one of them a well preferved gold medal,) 
who reigned from 138 to 154, and one of his confort Fauflina; of Sep- 
timius Severus, whofe reign commenced in 195, and who died at Tork 
in 210* One of thefe laft, meriting particular notice, is offilver, having- 
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on onfe fide die head of the emperor, and thefe words, SEVERVS PIVS 
AVG. and on the other a clothed female figure, holding a laurel branch 
in her hand, with the following letters, FVNDATOR PACIS. From 
this inscription, the medal is fuppofed to have been (truck upon occafion 
of a treaty of peace being concluded with the Caledonians by that mo- 
narch, one of whafc hyberna or winter quarters Cramond is fuppofed to 
have been. Some coins and medals of his emprefs Julia % as alfo of his 
profligate fon and fuccefibr, Antoninus Caracalta, were found at this 
place ; and one of the emperor IHoekfian, having on the teverfe a 
figure representing a genins, and this infcription; GENIO POPVLI 
ROMAN! *• From this laft U would appear, that the Romans did not 
quit Cramond altogether till above 200 years from the time they firft 
fettled here; the reign of Dioclefian having commenced A. D. 284, 
and terminated, by his refignation of the purple, and retirement 
to his delightful palace at Salona or Spalatro in Dalmatia, in the 
year 304- 

The altar ftooe, delineated in Fig. I. of the Plate of Antiquities, wa» 
found at Crapond, and is now in the valuable library of the Faculty of 
Advocates in Edinburgh. The moft probable reading of the infcription is, 
" Jovi Optimo Maximo cobors qmnta Gallorum, cuipnteft Iminius Nonas 
u Tertulhs prafeBus, votwnjblwt libentiffime mertio." The ftone is of a red- 
diih colour, not very coarfe, but of much the fame grit with the (tones 
moft frequently made trie of by the Romans upon fiich occafions. Pof- 
fibly an I is included in the letter N of the fourth line, or perhaps Menus 
is the name. Indeed the names of the Praefe$ are ki found not very 
like thofe of the Romans, the cognomen alone excepted. From thence 
one may conclude that he was not a native o£ Rome or Italy % and that 
the pranomen and nomen might be hisgwn, and the cognomen afiumed 
upon his being made a citizen. The A in the third line in the word 

praejl 

* Harpy's Britannia Rmana, 105. Gordon's Itinsrarium Septentrional, iify 
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prae/l is loft in the breach j but as there is room enough for it, fo the 
other letters fliew that the vacancy is to be fupplied in that manner. 
The greateft curiofity is in the fecond line, which undoubtedly is 
to be read cohors quinta ; this being the only infcription, found in 
Britain, wherein the fifth cohort of the Gauls is mentioned, though 
the fourth often occurs. The different cut of the letter L is alfo re- 
markable *. 

Figure II. of the plate reprefents another altar, which long remained 
expofed to the weather in the garden of Cramond Houfe, but is now re- 
moved to Pennycuick, the feat of Sir John Clerk. The firft part of the 
infcription is fufficiently plain, " Matribus 4 later vis et Matribus Cam- 
" ptftribur cohors prima Tungrorum :" Indeed the numeral letter does 
not appear very diftindl; yet fince only the firft cohort of the Tungrians 
occurs in infcriptions found in Britain, it is probable it was alfo the fame 
in this. As to the fubfequent part of the infcription on this altar, it is 
by no means eafy what to make of it. Horjley, who examined the ori- 
ginal twice, and compared it with the engraving in Gordon, particular- 
ly remarking what letters were plain and diftindt, and what were not fo, 
imagines the words next to Tungr. might have been injtitjterunt fact am 
aram. This appears not difagreeable to the remains of the letters ; 
(and he obferves elfewhere that on an altar found at Riccbejlcr in 
Northumberland, the words aram inftituerunt were clear and legible j) 
then, he thinks, the laft line may have been CONL. RES. XX. V. V. 
Conlapfam reftituit legio vicefima valens viftrix. So that, according to 
this probable explanation, the whole infcription is to be read, " Matri- 
•• bus Alatervis et Matribus Campejlribus cohors prima Tungrorum in- 
" Jlituerunt facram aram ; conlapfam rcflituit legio vicejima valens viftrix" 
The oblong figure of the focus on the top of this altar, is remarkable. 

Sir 

* Itin. Sept. xoi, 1 1 6, 117. Brit. Rom. 204. Sir Robert SibbakTs Hiftorical 
Inquiries, 48. 
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Sir Robert Sibbald fays it was the mod complete he had feerT; and 
mentions particularly the h#llow place on the top, within fquare lines 
raifed above the furface of the done, for receiving the blood or other 
liquors offered in facrifice. He then enters into a long dilTertation on 
thfe Dta Matres, which, on the authority of Jacobus Sponius, he con- 
eludes to have been the tutelar goddefles of the provinces and towns, 
while the Matres campe/lres were the Matron* campis prajidentes # . 

This infeription is the more particularly to be attended to, as it ap* 
pears. from thence that Alaterva was the appellation by which the Ro- 
mans diftinguifhed this ftation, and no other memorials of that name are 
to be met with any where elfe. The late Sir John Clerk of Pennycuick, 
in a letter to his friend Roger Gale, Efq. introduces the following ob« 
fervations on this fubjeft. " As you very well notice, Ptolemy miftook 
" feveral Latin names when he rendered them into Greek. Of this 
" kind, as I fufped, is his IlT*/xyr*r ZtfOLTomlov, Cajlrum Alatum, which 
u our antiquarians have applied to Edinburgh. I rather believe that 
" the place deiigned by Ptolemy is an old Roman .ftation on the fea- 
" coaft, which we call Cramond, about four miles from Edinburgh, and 
" that it was antiently called not Cajlra Alata, but Alatervum or 
" Cajlra Alaterva; for in this place a few years ago was found an altar 
" with this infeription, Matribus Alatervis et Matribus Campejlribus ; 
*• the reft is defcribed by Mr Gordon : and you know that it was com- 
" mon enough among the Romans to dedicate altars to the Matres or 
" inferior goddefles of the place. Xf this conjedure be not right, I 
44 am at a lofs what is meant by the Matres Alaterva? 

To this Mr Gale replied, " I fuppofe whea you fay that the 
" Saxons gave name to the City of Edinburgh, you only mean the lat- 
" ter part of the name, burghs the former part feeming to be truly Bri- 
• 4 tiih, Aden or Eden in that language denoting ala, a wing; and thence 
" comes Ptolemf* nTi/>«w Sr/>aro5rtX*r, Cajlrum A latum, fo called, as I pre- 

" fume t 

* Brit. Rom. 205. Itin. Sept. xi6, Hift. Inq. 47. 
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" fume, from its lofty fituation, which, if true, brings back the Cafira 
" Alata from Cramond to Edinburgh j and there might be a village, 
" called Alaterva, at the place where the altar inferibed Matribus Ala* 
" tervis was found, though the name is no where elfe extant *•" 

It is needlefs to be at the trouble of refuting thofe who affign other 
names to Cramond, as Bremenium and Alauna; and neceffary only to ob- 
ferve, that it is no uncommon circumftance for the name of a place to be 
extant in inferiptions alone ; Horjley mentioning three other inftances, 
Braccbium, Habit ancum, and Apiatorium, as occurring in Britain f. 

The ftone reprefented by Fig. Ill, found at Cramond, and belonging 
to Sir John Clerk 9 * colle&ion, is evidently of the centurial kind. Accord- 
ing to Gordon, the infeription fhould be read, " Jovi voHvofacrum legio 
M fecttnda fecit" But the more judicious and accurate Horjley thinks 
that, as the done is not an altar, and Jupiter Votivus would be Angular 
in Britain, it fhould be rendered, u Legio fecunda Augujla feck jujfa:* 
The pofitkm of the letters, or form of the infeription, favours this read- 
ing more than the others : and it is to be obferved that a fingle letter 2s 
often put for a double one upon inferiptions; fo we read jufit fox juffit iti 
Oruter. Jujfa is the fame with ex jujffu, and it was ufual with the Ro- 
mans to pretend that they took their vows upon them, fet up ftatues oV 
Hones, and erefted altars, from fome divine command or impulfe {. Fot 
mftance, 

Banc pro Palladio moniti, pro numine lafb, 
Effigiethjlatuere, nefas qua trifle piaret. > 



Vn<fc JEn.II. i8$. 



Etcc Jwis monitu, deceptux imagine Jbmm 
Rexjubet inecepti curam demittere belli. 



Ovid. Met, XIII- %i6. 
This 



* Appendix to Gordon's Itin. Sept p. x8o, 183. 

t Brit. Rom. 354. 

X Brit. Rom. 105* Iti?* S$pL u& 
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The altar, fketched in Fig. IV. dug up near Cramond, was long in 
the pofleffion of the Earl of Ruglen, and is now at his grandfon the 
Duke of J^ueen/berr/s cattle of Neidpatb an Tweeddale. The head re- 
prefented upon the ftone, has been generally taken for that of Jupiter 
Ammon ; but the lineaments of the face, and fhape and fituation of the 
horns, rather favour Sihdnus. Horjley thinks that the two figures, 
ftretching out on each fide under the beard, might be defigned to re- 
prefent the feet of a goat ; for Silvanus is ufually clothed in the fldn 
of that animal, fattened at the neck by K the two forefeet It is, how- 
ever, evident that they bear a much ftronger refemblance to the infignia 
of the god Priapus ; and in tht Recbercbes fur POrigine de PEJprit etles 
Progres des Arts de la Grece, is a representation of Bacchus, having fi- 
gures of that fort in the very fame pofition. The focus at the top of the 
altar was complete ; and the marks of fire were very vifible thereon 
in Hor/lefs time, at which period, it would feem, from the filence of Gor- 
don in his Itinerarium Septcntrionale, that this monument had been 
recently found. It appeared, at firft, to have been the capital of the 
altar, N° I. which feemed to have been broken off j for the colour 
and grit of the two (tones fuited well enough. But a more critical in- 
fpedtion fhowed this conjecture to be ill founded, the one being rather 
too large for the other ; and befides, as Lord Ruglen himfelf obferved, they 
were found at a diftance from each other *. 

The great Roman military way, the fubjeft of the firft Iter of Anto- 
ninus ', from Pratorium in Lincoln/hire, to Bremenium in Northumberland, 
proceeded from the laft mentioned ftation, by Eildon and Soutra, to Bow- 
bridge, near the eaft end of the Pentland hills. At this place, evident 
veftiges of the caufeway were vifible a few years ago ; and the prefent 
turnpike road from Edinburgh to Linton is cut, for near a mile, in the 
very line of its direction. From hence, the military way was continued by 
Ravel/Ion to Cramond, where feveral remains thereof have been found 

B at 

* Brit. Rom. 105. 
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at different times, particularly in 1774, when improvements were mak- 
ing on the grounds adjacent to Cramond Houfe. This road, as is fuppo- 
fed, then proceeded acrofs the Amon 9 and palling over Mons hill, went 
by way of ^yeensferry and Abercorn, to Caerridden* fituated at the east- 
ern extremity of the wall of Antoninus. It is true, indeed, that novef- 
tigia thereof can be traced betwixt Cramond and Caerridden; but, 
as General Roy well obferves, there is every reafon to believe that the 
communication mud have been continued, from this important naval 
ftation, along the Forth to the end of the wall *. Maitland (Hift. Scot. 
I. 303,) mentions that a Roman way ran from Inverejk to Cramond, crof- 
fing the water of Leitb at the foot of the Weigh-houfe wynd in the 
town of Leitb ; but no traces thereof are to be found in this neighbour- 
hood. The IV. and V. Itinera of Richard of Cirenfefter appear to have 
pafled through Cramond, although the name is not mentioned in either 
of them ; a circumftance that will appear rather extraordinary, when the 
importance of this place is confidered. 

The fituation of r Cramond, at the mouth of a well-fheltered harbour, 
to which the military ways afforded a fafe and eafy communication from 
their fouthern polls, could not efcape the obfervatibn of the Romans, 
as rendering it particularly fit for the reception of fuch of their veflels 
as had occafion to vifit the Bodotrian Frith, and it is probable that this 
was one of the molt confiderable marine ftations belonging to them 
in Scotland. In proof thereof, Sir Robert Sibbald mentions, that " up- 
" on the eaft fide of the mouth of the Anion, the foundation of a mole, 
" built upon a rock, doth appear yet very ftrongly cemented ; fo it 
" feems there has been a dock for fmall fhips here, which dock has 
" advanced fome length into the frith f." I could not difcover any re- 
mains 

* Vide that fplendid work, publifhed at the expence of the Society of Antiquaries 
in England, intituled, " Military Antiquities of the Romans in Britain,* 1 by the late 
Major General William Roy ; wherein the different roads formed by the Romans 
through Scotland are diftin&ly traced. , 

\ Hift. Inq. 33. 
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ROMAN HISTORY. II 

mains of this work ; but an intelligent obferver, who refided on the 
fpot, imagined that he could trace it by the lime and mortar oozing 
through the fand, and adhering to the fhingle or fmall ftones on the 
beach, for the fpace of forty yards, running £. and W. parallel to the 
fhore, about 90 feet N. of the fpade manufa&ory at Cramond. About 
a century ago an anchor much corroded with ruft was dug up in the 
garden of Cramond Houk; and Sir Robert Sibbald mentions that a ball 
of iron, joined with a crofs bar in the middle, for (hooting out of a ba- 
lifta % or machine of that kind, was found here. 

When the foundations of the prefent manfe or minifter's houfe/at 
Cramond, were digging in 1745, there were difcovered fome (lone walls, 
in" different dire&ions parallel to each other, about four feet below the 
furface of the ground, of the height of three feet, and but a fmall dif- 
tance afunder, among which were found divers Roman medals md fibular, 
and a great quantity of potftierds or broken urns. This is fuppofed to 
have been a pottery. In the garden of the manfe was dug up a done, 
about 1 8 inches fquare, having the figure of an eagle, grafping light- 
ning in its talons, very coarfely done in alto relievo. This (tone was, by 
the predeceflbr of the prefent incumbent, given to the late Mr Walter 
Rofs, who built it up in the wall of his curious tower at St. Bernard's near 
Edinburgh. 

In making a new road to Nether Cramond/m 1778, there was difcovered, 
about twenty yards north of the porter's lodge of Cramond Houfe, a pave* 
ment made of lime intermixed with fmall ftones, about nine inches thick, 
and five feet in diameter, though of an irregular form. Below this pave- 
ment were found burnt earth, charcoal, and feveral fragments of brown 
earthen pitchers, the mouths and necks of fome of them in an entire 
date, with an ear on each fide. Many pieces of bricks and tiles lay 
fcattered about, the latter much thicker than thofe now in ufe, and 
marked with lines on one furface by way of ornament. 

Stones are dug up frequently at Cramond, bearing the marks of tools, 
chiefly in zigzag, or in diagonal lines eroding each other, which go t a* 

B * mong 
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mong the common people, by the name of Roman ftones. In Novem- 
ber 1787, fome workmen clearing ground for building houfes on Cra- 
mond fliore, happened to fall upon a lime-kiln, about twelve feet in dia- 
meter and eight in height, built upon the folid rock with the above 
mentioned kind of hewn ftones. A quantity of lime ftone, of a very 
rich quality, was found in the kiln, which, from the colour of the ftones, 
appeared to have been much ufed. It had an arched entrance, five feet 
high, facing, the harbour, about thirty feet diftant froth the tide mark. 
Whether or not this was a Roman work, I will not pretend to determine; 
though I (hould think that the ftones of which it was compofed, the cir- 
cumftances of all traces and tradition of the building having been for- 
got, and its being deeply covered by accumulations of. foil, are ftrong^ 
prefumptions in favour of the affirmative* 

The rock of freeftone, known by the name of the Hunter's Craig^ on» 
the fea fliore weft from Cramond, had, on its eaft. face, a *ude fculpture, 
bearing fome refemblance to the figure of aa eagle, (landing upright 
with its back to the rock, by fome fuppofed to have been executed by 
the Romans. All traces of that figure are. now: worn away, the ftone 
of which this rock is compofed being, of a very foft friable nature. On 
the fubjeft of Roman antiquities, I have only to add, that, within my 
remembrance, -there was to be feen a large fepulchre, formed of flat 
ftones, on the eaft fide of the roadleading from Lauriflon. to Nether Cra- 
mond, in the line of the military way, a little below, the eaft entry to 
King's Cramond ; but this monument is now completely deftroy ed. 

After the departure of the Romans, a dark cloud of obfcurity again 
fettled over the parifli of Cramond, of which I cannot find the fmalldl 
memorial in any hiftorian, till the year 995, when a bloody conflidl 
took place, between Kenneth, natural brother and commander in chief 
of the forces of Malcolm, the fecond king of Scotland o£ that name, and 
thofeof Conjlantin*, ufurper of the throne, who headed his army in per* 
fon. Prom the mod circumftantial accounts of this engagement, it ap. 
pears that the troops of the. former were far inferior in numbers j but 

this 
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this inferiority was more than counterbalanced by the fuperior prudence 
of the commander, who took up his ftation at Cramortd, having the ad- 
vantage of both the fun and the wind, and taking care that the forces 
fhould be flanked by the river. The troops of the ufurper, trading to 
their numbers, rufhed furioufly to the attack ; but were fo much incom- 
moded by the beams of the fun, and by the duft raifed by the wind, 
which then happened to blow ftrongly, that it was fcarcely poffible for 
any one in that army to hold up his head. A very great (laughter was 
made on both fides, and the two commanders, Kenneth and C»njlantine^ 
on a charge, mortally wounded each other *. ' 

^Grantoun, in this parifh, is famous in hiftory for the landing of th« 
Englifh troops, under the command of the Earl of Hertford, from a fleet 
of two hundred fail, on the 5th of May 1544. This armament was fit- 
ted out by King Henry VIII. of England, to take vengeance on the 
Scotch, for the refufal of Mary of Lorrain to oonfent to a match be- 
tween her unfortunate daughter, Mary queen of Scotland, and his fon 
prince Edward; a match than which none could have been more fuit- 
able for. both parties, and whicb>appeared to have been pointed out,;by 
the finger of providence,, as a fafe and honourable way of terminating 
all animofities between two kingdoms fitted, by their relative fituation, 
to be united under one fovereign. But the Queen mother, and that fu- 
rious bigot, Cardinal Betbune, confulting only the interefts of the catho- 
lic religion, to which that alliance, they apprehended, would have giv- 
en a mortal blow, took the fatal refolution offending the young and in- 
nocent Queen to France. This refolution, in all probability, laid the 
foundation of the miferies Mary afterwards endured, they being, in a 
great meafure, to be attributed to the diflblute principles file could: 
fcarcely avoid imbibing in the profligate court of Francis I. The En- 
glifli 

* Vide Forduni Scoticbromeon, Hearnis edition, I. 345, Btichanani biftoria lib* .. 
i. Hoiinjbedy^^ LeJUus de rebus geftis Scotorum, 19. The latter, ,by miftake^ 
fivys the battle was fought ad Apndndiac amnis oftia. 
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glifli were, for feveral days, employed in ravaging the country, plunder- 
ing and burning houfes and villages, for feven miles round, and fcouring 
the frith. The parifh of Cramond muft, no doubt have fuffered more fe- 
verely than any other diftrid, Grantoun being the head quarters of the 
Englifh land forces, and principal ftation of their fhips. 
•■ I will now proceed to make the tour of the parifh, giving a defcription 
of the principal feats and pofleffions therein, with a brief account of the 
proprietors of each, as far back as 1 have been able to trace them. This 
part of the work, I am concerned to mention, will be found extremely 
incomplete, owing not only to the defective ftate of the public records 
of the kingdom ; but alfo to the circumftance of my having, from fome 
of the heritors, met with every fpecies of difcouragement in my enqui- 
ries ; though, on the other hand, the very kind and flattering reception 
I had the happinefs of experiencing from a great majority of the proprie- 
tors, aduated by a more liberal fpirit. 

■■ — — —£>jiibiis arte benigna 
Et meliorc lutojinxit pracordia Titan, 
demands every acknowledgement, and will ever be remembered with 
the warmeft gratitude. 



S E C T. II. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DIFFERENT ESTATES, MANOR HOUSES, &C. IN THE 
PARISH, AND a BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE PROPRIETORS OF EACH, AS 
FAR BACK AS CAN BE TRACED. 

-Centering the parifh at the N. E corner, near Newbaven, the firft 
place we meet deferving particular notice is Rojr/loun, incomparably the 
mod extenfive building in this diftrift, and one of the largeft in the 
three Lothians, though.it is by no means eafy to obtain a diftinft view 
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of the houfe firom any quarter, from the great number of trees crowded 
together about it. This edifice, a fort of oblong fquare inclofing a court, 
meafures 1 1 7 feet in length on the £. and W. fides, which are irregular- 
ly built, and not fimilar to each other. The S. front, the mod orna- 
mented and regular of the whole, is 90 feet long ; and in the center of 
the N. front is a large ftone tablet thus infcribed : 

GAZJE CONGESTS NIHILI 
IMPENSA VSVI SVNT 
CVM GLEBIS 
AVGENTVR ET LABORES 
x IN NOSTRVM EROO 

ET AMICORVM SOLATIVM 

TVGVRIOLVM HOC 

JEDIFIGARE CVRARVNT 

GfcORGIVS ET ANNA 

VICECOMITES A TARBAT . 

ANNO MKJE CHRISTIANS 1 685. 

NOSTRA TVM HOSPES 

NAM HOSPITIVM EST 

NVNC NOSTRVM 

TVNC ALTERIVS 

POSTEA VERO 

NEC SCI© NEC CVRO CVIVS 

NAM NIHILI CERTA DOM VS. 

From this infcription, and another on the S. front, it appears that this 
lordly manfion, (affe&edly ftiled a little cottage, tuguriolum), was built 
in 1685, by George Vifcount ofTarbat, probably on account of the vi- 
cinity of this place to the metropolis, where his prefence was then almofl 
conftantly required, his Lordfhip being, at this period, prime minifter 
of Scotland. It has been faid, that when this edifice was finifhed, Lord 
Tarbat, in the vanity of his heart, called it Kingjlown; but the then 
Vifcount of Kingftown complaining of this appellation, a? a kind of u- 
3 furpation 
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furpation of his jitle, the name was changed to Royjloun, the firft fylla- 
ble of which, in French, fignifies King. This aflertion is, however, ill 
founded ; for, although the old name of this place was Eajler Grantoun, 
or the eafter half of the barony of Grantoun, it was ereded into a fepa- 
sate barony, by the name of Royjloun, in 1076, fome years before Lord 
Tarbat purchafed the eft ate. The ceilings of Tome of the rooms are a- 
domed with paintings in a good tafte ; and at the north weft corner of 
the main building are.extenfive offices and ftahles, eredted by the great 
John Duke of Argyle and Greenwich* who, on becoming proprietor of 
Grantoun and Royftoun, changed the n%me of the place to Caroline Park, 
in memory of the contort of George II. to whom, while Princefs of Wales* 
.his Duchefs had been Maid of Honour. 

The earlieft poffeflbrs of Royfloun, I have been able to trace, are the 
Xogans, a branch of the once potent houfe oiReflalrig; Andrew Logan oc- 
curring as proprietor hereof in 1 580 *• In 1 6ai, he fold the lands of Eaf- 
ter Grantoun to Walter Henryfon, Writer to the fignet, whofe fon, Walter 
Henry/on, afligned them in wadfetf, in 1641, for L. 1333 : 6 : 8 f to one 
David Jobnkin, merchant in Edinburgh. His fecond fon, James John* 
.kin, obtained the property of thefe lands in 1652, f>y the refufal of Tho- 
mas Henry fon to enter heir to Walter his father ; but he did not long 
keep pofleffion, felling them, in 1659, to Patrick Nicoll, merchant in 
JLdinburgh % who, in 1661, had Eafler Grantoun erefted, by charter under 
•the Great Seal, into a barony, to be called the barony oiRoyfloun. He 
had an only daughter, Margaret \ married 16th March 1665, to George 
Graham younger of Incbbraco, an old cadet of the noble houfe of Mont- 
rofe ; and on them he fettled Roy/loun in 1669. In 1683, they fold 

this 

* Cbarta in pull. arch. — Andrea Logan, incohe villae de Leith, et Eliz. Sandis, 
fp. dimidietatis orientalis terrar. de Grantoun, 18th Feb. 1580. 

t A wadfet is a temporary. right, by which lands, or other heritable fubje&s, are 
impignorated by the proprietor to his creditor, in fecurity of his debt. Erjk. Inftit^ 
tit. 8, c. 3. 1 
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this barony, and the golden acres, a piece of ground in the adjoining parifh 
of St Cutbberts, for the fum of L. 2 1 1 1 : 2 : ^\, to Sir George Mackenzie of 
Tarbat, a crafty ftatefman, noted for his oppofition to the Duke of 
Lauderdale, upon whofe downfal in 1678 he became Prime Minifter 
of Scotland, and continued at the head of affairs till the Revolution. 
He was created Vifcount of Tarbat by King James II. in 1685, and ad- 
vanced to the dignity of Earl of Cromarty by Queen Anne in 1 703, being 
then Secretary of ftate, an office he foon afterwards refigned, on account 
of his great age. Dying at his noble feat of New Tarbat in Rofs Shire, 
17th Auguft, 1714, aeta. 84. he was, in virtue of an entail executed by . 
himfelf in 1688, fucceeded in the barony of Royftoun by his third fon 
Sir James Mackenzie, created a Baronet in 1 704, and made a Lord of 
Seffion and Judiciary, by the title of Lord Royftoun, in 17 10. His Lord- 
fliip died 9th November 1744, seta. 73, having, under the pretext of 
fictitious debts charged upon and affe&ingthe eftate, obtained, in 1739, 
an ad of Parliament to enable him to fell Royftoun, which he according- 
, ly did, for about L. 7000 *, to the great John Duke t&Argyle and Green* 
wicb. This truly iliuftrious nobleman refided fome time at this place ; 
and dying of a paralytic complaint, at his feat of Sudbrooke in Surry, on 

the 

• As the debts were ftated fo high as to exhauft the price, Lord Royftoun thought 
his heirs fecured from any challenge on that head; but after his death, his nephew 
Sir George Mackenzie of Cromarty, fubititute in the entail, brought an adikra againft 
his Lordfhip's grandfon and heir. Sir John Stewart of Gramdtully 9 and the truftees 
named in the ad of Parliament, to give an account of the charge and difcharge, in or. 
der to afcertain the rcfidue of the price, and apply the fame, in terms of the aft, in 
the purchafe of lands to be entailed as thofe of Royftoun were. The defence fet up 
was, that the money for which the lands fold was more than exhaufted by the debts 
named in the aft ; but to this it was anfwered, that they were fi&itious. The de- 
fenders, in reply, did not pretend to juftify thefe debts, but contended, that the Court 
of Seffion had no authority to queftion or canvafs their truth, after an ad of Parlia- 
ment had declared that they were to be ftated as exhaufting the purchafe money ; and 
this defence was fuftained by that Court. However, upon an appeal to the houfe of 
Lords, the judgement of the Court of Seffion was reverted, and Sir John Stewart o- 
bliged to account. 

C 
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the 4th of Oftober, 1743, in the 65th year of his age, his property iu 
this parifti devolved upon his eldeft daughter, Caroline, Paronefe of 
Greenwich and Countefs Dowager of Dalkeith, who pofiefies Grantoun 
and Royjloun in liferent, the fee being in her only furviving fon* Henry 
Duke of Buccleugbt 

North weft from Royftoun, a garden only intervening, (lands Gran- 
toun houfe, a pifturefque building, fituated on the fummit of a rocky 
height on the fea-coaft, commanding a pleafant view up the frith, and 
fcreened hy lofty trees from the eafterly winds, fo difagreeable in the 
part of the country. Neither date nor infcription can be found to de- 
note the period when this edifice was built ; but, from the ftile of ar. 
chite&ure, it appears to have been ere&ed not long after the Englilh 
invafion in 1544, (mentioned at p. 13.) in which, probably, the oldboufe 
-was deftroyed* Grjwtoue was formerly a very commodious and pleaf- 
ant manfion, but is row falling to decay \ 

From the writs of the lands oiGrantoun it appears, that in 1479 they 
belonged to John Mehill of Carnhee in Fife, as he obtained a charter 
thereof from John Lord Mehill dated 20th November that year, f His 
fon and fucceflbr, John Mehill of Carnbee, was killed at the battle of 
Flowden 9th September 1513, t and this family continued in pofleffion 
of the lands of Grantoun till 1592, when Sir John Mehill, younger of 

Carnbee 9 

* Grantoun was laft occupied by Richard Norris, fon of Admiral Sir John Norris. 
He was made a captain of the Royal Navy, 7th Oft. 1735, failed in 1740 with Lord 
Anfon on his voyage round the world as commander of the Ghucejler, but quitted 
"the fquadron at Madeira, and returned hone, having obtained leave to do fo, on pre- 
tence of bad health. He commanded the EJfi* in the engagement off Toulon in 1744, 
where he behaved in fo pufilknimous a manner, that he thought proper to abfeond, 
and was on that account difiniffed the King's fervice, and dninherited by his father. 
He married Mifs Crojhie, a niece of the Duchefs of Argylt and Greenwich, and dy- 
ing in obfeurity at Edinburgh, 3d March 1778, was buried at Cramond, where his 
wife had been interred 20th January 1772. 

f There appears to be fome miftake here as the title of Lord AWW/was not grant- 
ed till 1 6 1 6. John Lord Roft of HaUhead and MelviO is probably meant. 

% Douglas\t Baronage of Scotland, p. 527—529, where is a long, though incorrec>, 
account of this family. 
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Carnbee * t and Alifon Rofs his fpoufe, ibid them to one Mr John Ruffiei. 
Rufpsl, in 1603, alienated them for L. 1277: 5: 6f to Sir Alexander Gih- 
fon of Durie in Fife, by whom, in 161 3, they were fold, for L. 1866: 13: 4, 
to Sir John Arnot of Berfwick. John Arnot of Woodmiln, grand fon of 
Sir John, in 16 19^ fold Grantoun to Sir Thomas Hope o£Craighatl, after- 
wards his Majefty's Advocate for Scotland, ftiled, by an eminent cotem- 
porary tr 

Maxime Pbabigenum ! magni hut prima Senatus ! 

Lima fori! titulis major, Hopaee! tribus. 
This great lawyer made Grantoun his principal place of refidence, par- 
ticularly during the (truggles between Charles L and the Covenanters, 
of which party he was reckoned the mod able counfellor, being engaged 
in their intereft as well from inclination, as out of gratitude, they having 
been the firft founders and promoter^ of his fortune and fame. Dying in 
1646, he was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Sir John Hope of Craigball, 
whofe fon and fucceflbr Sir Thomas, in 1656, fold Grantoun to his uncle 
Sir Alexander Hope, who, in his youth, had been cupbearer to Charles L 
Sit Alexander died at Grantoun in Feb. 1680, «ta« 691 having, before hi* 
death, fold this eftarte to his nephew John Hope of Hcpetoun, who, in 
March 1681, (two months before he periflied at fea on a voyage from 
England with the Duke of Tork), alienated Grantoun to his brother Sir 
William Hope, afterwards of Balcomie, Knt. and Bart, one of the moft 
accomplifhed cavaliers of the age, highly diftinguifhed for knowledge 
of horfemanfliip and ikill in the art of defence, on each of which fob- 
jefts he publifhcd a celebrated treatife. 

He did not long keep poffeffion of Grant&an, felling it, in 1688, to 
Sir William Paterfon, eldeft fon of John Paterfon BiQiop of Rofs from 
1662 to 1679, and brother of John Paterfon the iaft Archbiihop of Glaf 

C 2 gow f 

* It appears that this Sir John Melvill had been inhibited by his father, but had 
procured the inhibition to be declared null on account of fome informality in the exe- 
cution, and that he gave to the purchafer of Grantoun, warrandice over the lands of 
Carnbee. 
- t D r Arthur John/Ion, phyfician to King Charles I. . 
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Sir Hugh Maccullocb of Piltoun, defcended from the family of Cadbok 
in the County of Rofs, acquired an ample fortune in the profeffion of a 
merchant in Edinburgh, and died 6th Aug. 1688, seta. 70*, leaving the 
lands of Piltoun in fee, (the life-rent being fecured to his relift, Dame 
Jean Gib/on, who married, 6th Sep. 1695, John third Lord Lindorcs, 
and died in 171 at,) to his kinfraan James Macculloch, who, in 1690, 
made purchafe of the eftate of ' Mulderg in Rofs-Jhirc. His elded fur- 
viving fan, David Macculloch of Mulderg, died without iffue in r755, 
haviog, ifl \ 7*6» fold Piltoun for L. 6000, to Thomas Fairbolm of JTm- 
glqft, gcaodfon of 7^/» Fairbolm of Craigieball in the county of Xin- 
litbgow* Mr Fairbolm did not long keep pofleflion of Piltoun, his cre- 
ditors difpofing of it, in 1727, to George Ain/lie, merchant at Bourdeaux 
in France* defcended from John de Ainjiey of Dalpbingtoun in Roxburgh- 
JMrc, one of the magnates Scotia who were compelled to fwear fealty to 
Edward I. when that monarch invaded this kingdom in 1296 j;. 

George Ainflit of Piltoun died at Bourdeaux 1 ith ^14?, 1773, leaving 
by his wife Jean, daughter of Sir Philip Anjlruther, of Anjirutberfield in 
JTfc (fitter of Cbriftina Counted of Traquair) five daughters, and three 
fons, 1. Sir Philip Ain/lie of Piltoun J a. Major General George Ain/lie, 
Colonel of the 13th regiment of infantry, Lieutenant Governor of the 
Scilly Iflands, and one of the ftaff officers attending hi* R. H. the Duke 
of Tork on the continent , and 3. Sir Robert Ain/ftc, who having recom- 
mended himfelf ftrongly to Government by feveral important fervices, par- 
ticularly by finding means to procure, out of the Due <P Aiguilloris office, 
copies of the difpatches fent by the court of France to that of Madrid, at 
the critical period of the Falkland lfan&s affair, was, in 1775, appoint* 
ed ambafiador from Britain to the Ottoman Porte, a ftation he (till fills 

with 

* Monumental infeription in the Grayfriars church-yard, Edinburgh. This fa- 
mily bore for arms, Erm. a fret engrailed G. Creft, an Ermine. Motto, Sine macula. 

+ Seffion Records. 

t Douglas's Baronage of Scotland, p. 300 — 302, where the defcent of this family, 
for no lefs than fixteen generations, is clearly deduced from Thomas de Ainjlie, who 
fburi(he4 in thf reign of William the Lyon. 
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with great ability. Sir Philip Ainjlie of Piltoun, the eldeflt fon, began 
his military carreer in 1754* as fub-lieutenant and adjutant of the fecond 
troop of Horfe Grenadier Guards, in which he rofe, by due gradations, 
to the rank of Major. In 1 762, when hostilities commenced betwixt 
Spain and Portugal* on account of the fupport given by the latter to 
Britain, he was appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the Portugueze cavalry, 
and one of the Aides de Camp to bis S. H. Prince Cbartes of Mecklenburgh 
StrelitZy who commanded their troops as Lieutenant General. After his 
return from the continent, Sir Philip was conftituted Lieutenant Colonel 
of the 4th regiment of horfe, (now the 7 th Dragoon Guards), at which 
time he was honoured, by his prefent Majefty, with the order of Knight- 
hood ; but meeting with fome caufe of difguft, he thought proper in 1787, 
to retire from the fervice *. He made purchafc of confiderabie part of the 
valuable barony oiCraiglieth, in the partfh of St. Culhberts; and having 
martied the Hon. Mifs Elizabeth Gray, fifth daughter of Jfbbn, twelfth- 
Lord Gray, had iffue by her, (who died 241b Augifl 1787, and was bu- 
ried at Cramond), three fons, and four daughters.— This antient and 
honourable family bear for arms Ar. a crofs floree, S* Creflr, a dexter hand 
grafping a fcymetar, proper. Motto, Pro rege pro patria. Supporters,. 
Two Knights, armed at all points, with lances, &c 

Weft from Grantoun, in the center of a fertile and extenfive demefne^ 
upwards of 300 acres of which lie quite compact, and free from the inter- 
fe&ion of public roads, an advantage no proprietor in this parifh, the Ear!: 
of Rofeberry alone •excepted, can boajl of, is Mtiirboufe, the feat, of 
William Davidjon, Efq. This manfion, erc&ed about the year 1670, is a 
large and lofty building, four ftories in height, fkuated in the midft of 
extenfive gardens, and presenting a wide front to the fouth. Three noble 
avenues, each nearly half a mile in length, formed of old oaks, limes, tind 
other (lately trees, lead to the houfe from the W. N. and £• the gate 

terminating 

* Information molt readily and politely communicated by Sir P. Ain/lk, who was 
likewife at the trouble of procuring for me the perufal of the writs of Piltom.. 
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terminating the latter, being ornamented with two griffins, executed in 
a mafterly manner, in allufion to Mr David/on s armorial bearing, which 
has two of thefe animals for fupporters. The grounds reach down to 
the fliore, where the banks are high, and covered with beautiful and 
thriving plantations, moftly laid out by the prefent worthy proprie- 
tor, who has paid great attention to the embellifhment of this place, 
which every circuraftance contributes to render a moll defirable refi- 
dence. 

In the early periods of the Scottifh monarchy, when the feudal fyf- 
tem operated in full force, and the Sovereign was little more than the 
principal baron of the kingdom, his revenues arofe chiefly from his own 
landed pofleffions. Among thefe was included a.confiderable portion of 
this parifh, Muirboufe and Cramond Regis conftituting part of the royal 
demefne ; and it would feem that there was a royal refidence at the for- 
mer, from the original charter of this barony by King Robert Brute, to 
the brave Sir William Olipbant of Aberdalgy, by way of excambion for 
a piece of ground within the inclofure of Kincardine Park. This char- 
ter, which is one of the oldeft writs depofited in the Regifler-office, and 
has no date, (though fuppofed, from particular cireumftances, to have 
been granted about 1316 or 1320), runs in thefe terms, " Robertus, &c. 
" Sciatis nos dediffe, conceffijffe, et hoc prafenti chart a noftra confirmajfe 
" Willielmo Olyfaunt Militi diletto et jideli no/lro,totam terram nojlram 
" de Muirboufe cum pertinent, infra vkecom. de Edinburgo in excambium 
" pro quadam petia terra quam Joannes de Baliolo cepit infra clausuram 
u parcide Kincardine in lie Mernis, et quam terram ditto parco jvolumus 
" rcmanere" Now, it is fcarcely poffible that thefe lands dould have had 
the name of Muirboufe, if there had been no houfe on them belonging 
to his Majefty ; and tradition relates, that there was a hunting feat of 
the King's here. Sir William Olipbant dying 3d Feb. 1329, was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon Sir Walter Olipbant of Aberdalgy, who married 
Elizabeth, daughter, as is faid, of King Robert Bruce, though the late 
learned Sir David Dalrymple of Hailes has, in the firft volume of his An- 
nals, 
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nals, p. 153. darted fome well founded doubts whether flie was a&ual- 
lj daughter of that great monarch. They had a fon, Walter Oliphant of 
Aberdalgy, whofe eldeft fon and fucceflbr, Sir John Olipbant of Aberdalgy 
dying about the year 1420, was fucceeded by his fon Sir William, one 
of the hoftages for the ranfom of King James I. in 1424. Sir John Olipbant 
fon and fucceflbr of Sir William, was killed at the battle of Arbroath in 
1455 ; and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Sjir Laurence, who had the 
honour of being raifed to the peerage, by the title of Lord Olipbant be- 
fore 1458, and died in the 1500. John, fecond Lord Olipbant, his eld- 
eft fon, died in 15 16; and his two fons, Colin Matter of Olipbant, and Lau- 
rence Abbot of Inch affray, haying been killed in his lifetime at Flow- 
den, gth September 15 13, he was fucceeded by his grandfon Laurence 
third Lord Olipbant, who died 26th March 1566. His eldeft fon and 
fucceflbr, Laurence fourth Lord Olipbant, died in 1592, and his eldeft fon 
Laurencehzving perilhed at fea going over to the Low Countries, in 1583, 
the title devolved upon his grandfon, Laurence fifth Lord Oliphant, who, 
by a courfe of extravagance, fquandered away almoft the whole of the 
extenfive property he inherited from his anceftors*. 

Muirboufe was fold by this fpendthrift, about the year 1616, after it 
had been 300 years in the diredt line of his family, to a cadet thereof. Sir 
William. Olipbant of Newton, at that time both a Lord of Seffion and 
King's Advocate, who died 13th Ap. 1628, aeta. 77 f. He fettled Muirboufe 
upon his eldeft fon, Sir James Oliphant of Newton, who was created a ba- 
ronet 28th July 1629, and on the 3d of Nov. following made a Lord of 
Seflion ; but having murdered his gardener by (hooting him with a hag- 
but, he was, in 1632, expelled from the bench. He married Marjory, 
daughter of — Graham of Incbbraco, and by her, befides other children 
had a fon and fucceflbr Sir James Oliphant of Newton, born 20th Ottob. 
161 2, who in a drunken fit ftabbed his mother with a fwor£ in her own 

D houfe, 

* Douglas's Peerage, 526—528. Crawford's Peerage, 377—380. 
f Monument in the Grayfrian church, Edinburgh. 
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houfe, fo as to occafion her death. He thereupon fled into Ireland, dif- 
pofed of all his landed property, and died in great penury and wretch- 
ednefs*. 

Muirboufe was purchafed in 163!, by John Hamilton, apothecary in 
Edinburgh, who dying about 1654, was fucceeded by his eldeft fon, 
William Hamilton of Muirboufe, born 9th Mar. 1634, who about 1662 
fold this eftate, and in his old age fell into a fituation fo diftrefsful, that 
in 1695 feveral heritors of the parifh of Cramond prefented a recommen- 
dation in his favour to the Kirk Seffion, fetting forth, u that taking into 
u their confideration the low and deplorable eftate of William Hamilton, 
" fometime of Muirboufe, who was born and bred in this parifh, and 
"that it confuted with their knowledge that he had a numerous family 
" fcft'fmall children, and that by God's providence he had not where- 
" with to maintain and educate them, therefore they found themfelves 
" obliged in confeience and credit to give him what affiftance they could 
" towards the relief and fupport of him, his wife, and children ; and for 
" this purpofe defired the Seffion would allow him a weekly penfion of 
" half a crown :" which was accordingly granted, with fome reftric- 
tions f* 

The barony of Muirboufe was purchafed by John Denbolm, fon of Ro* 
hert Denbolm of Wefi/biels in the county of Lanark ; he married Cathe- 
rine, daughter of John Nairn of Goldingboufe, brother of Robert Lord 
Nairn, and his fon and fucceflbr, Robert Denbolm of Muirboufe, a^ 
bout 1672, fold this eftate to James Hunter of Muirboufe, one of the fa- 
culty of Advocates, who died, in bankrupt circumftances, in. 1697. 
His eldeft fon Alexander, (who was one of the Captains of the Militia 
of the county of Edinburgh m 1689) having declined to enter heir to 
his father, the creditors fold Muirboufe, towards the end of the laft cen- 
tury, 

* Scotjtarvet's Staggering State of the Scots Statesmen, 139, 140. Gilmour and Fal* 
toner's Dccifions ad ann. 1663. Regiilcr of Baptifms of Edinburgh. 
f Seffion Records. 
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tury, to Robert Wat/on of Dambead, merchant in Edinburgh, defccnded 
from the ancient family of Saugbton*. He died in 1708, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his elded furviving fon, Robert Wat/on of Muirboufe, born 
29th Aug. 1698, who married Henrietta daughter of William BaiUie of 
Lamington; but dying without male ifTue in 1722, acta. 24, the eftate 
devolved on his next brother, John Watfon of Muirboufe, then fettled as 
a merchant in Glafgow. He married the Hon. Mifs Anne Mackay, (on- 
ly daughter of the fecond marriage of George third Lord Reay), by 
whom he had a daughter, Janet, married to Alexander Rocbeid of Invcr- 
leitb, and two fons, Robert, his fuccefibr, and George Watfon, born 26th 
Jan. 1732, appointed a captain of the Royal Navy 1 ith Dec. 1759, who 
died unmarried in 1771, seta. 40. Jobn Watfon of Muirboufe dying 
14th Jan. 1774, aeta. 73, was fucceeded by his only furviving fon, 2?g- 
bert Watfon of Muirboufe, born a6th June .1727, who ferved many years 
in the army, particularly in Germany during the war ; and was Lieute- 
nant Colonel of the 25 th regiment of infantry, one of the aides de camp 
to the King, Deputy Governor of Portfmoutb, and a Lieutenant General. 
He was obliged, by a heavy load of debt contra&ed by his father and 
by himfelf, in confequence of attending more to the didates of his own 
generous heart than to the fuggeftions of prudence, to difpofe of the ba- 
rony of Muirboufe, and to retire to the Earl of Morton's feat of Aberdour 
in Fife, where he died 10th May 1791, aeta. 64, leaving the poor remains 
of his once ample fortune to two of his fervants. 

D 2 From 

* He married Mary, daughter of Sir Robert Baird of SaughtonhallTLaxt. and by 
tier had feveral children. Their eldeft daughter, Elizabeth, born 23d Feb. 1690, 
married 27th OB. 171 2 to Robert Dundas of Arniftoun, Member of Parliament for 
the county of Edinburgh, King's Advocate, and Lord Frefident of the Seffion, 
was mother of Robert Dundas of Arniftoun, (born 29th July 17 13) alfo Member of 
Parliament for the county of Edinburgh, King's Advocate, and Lord Prefident of the 
Seffion ; and grandmother of Robert Dundas of Arniftoun, who at prefent fills with 
great ability the important ftations of Member of Parliament for the county of Edin- 
burgh and King's Advocate. A lingular inftance of the representatives of one family, 
for dkec_fncceffive generations, riling to J&rft rate profeffional knowledge, rank, and 

practice, 
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From him Muirboufe was purchafed in 1776, by William David/on 
Efq. many years one of the moft confiderable merchants at Rotterdam 
in Holland. He had retired from bufinefs for fome years before he ac- 
quired this fine feat, where he ufually pafies the fummer and autumn 
months ; dividing the winter feafon betwixt his pleafant villa at High* 
bury in Middle/ex, and his houfe in Red Lion Square, London, in the focie* 
ty of a numerous circle of friends, among whom are to be reckoned fome 
of the firft characters in the nation, in point of rank, wealth, abilities, 
and learning. He bears for arms, Az. on a chevron, O. between two ftars 
in chief, and a pheon in bafe, Ar. a fleur de lis, G. Creft, a phoenix in 
flames, proper, v Supporters, two griffins, proper. Motto, Viget in cinere 
virtus. 

South from Muirboufe, in the midft of a compadt, extenfive, and va- 
luable eftate is Dry/aw houfe, prefently occupied by Robert Blair, Efq. 
Solicitor-General of Scotland. From three charters in the Rcgijlcr Office, 
it appears that Drylaw for a long period belonged to the Forrejlers. 
Sir Jobn Forrejler of Cor/lorpbinc, Lord High Chamberlain of Scotland, 
in 1406 fettled Drylaw upon his brother Thomas Forrejler, but he dying 
without ifliie, thefe lands reverted to Sir Jobn, who thereupon obtained a 
charter of them, bearing date 4th Feb. 1424. His great grandfon Sir Alexan- 
der Ftfrcjlcr had a charter of the whole barony of Corjtorpbine, the lands of 
Drylaw, &c. dated 12th Sept. 1533 ; and was fucceeded by his fon James 
Forrejler of Corjlorpbine *• Elizabeth Forrejler, daughter of this James* 
was married to David Macgilloi Ni/bet, Cranfloun Riddel, and Drylaw, 
from whence it would appear (he brought him this eftate as her portion. 

This 

praftice, and enjoying, as it were by inheritance, the higheft honours in the power 
of their Sovereign to confer, or of their countrymen to beflow.— Major General Da- 
vid fVatfon, youngeft fon of Robert Wat/on of Muirboufe, rofe, by his merit, to the 
office of Quarter Mailer General of the forces in Scotland, and died Colonel of the 
38th regiment of infantry at London 7th Nov. 1761, unmarried* 
* Douglas's Peerage, 271, 27a, 
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1 

This David Macgill, (who was fecond fon of Sir James Macgill, Provoft 
of Edinburgh), reckoned ope of the mod able lawyers in Scotland, and a 
zealous partizan of Queen Mary, occurs frequently in the hiftories of the 
turbulent period of her feign, wherein he is generally '(tiled the Laird 
of Drylaw. In 158Z, he was appointed Advocate to King James VL 
an office he held till 6th Feb. 1595, when Sir Thomas Hamilton being 
conjoined with him, he took that fo much to heart, as to die of grief 
' a few days afterwards. His fon and heir, David Mac gill of Cranfloun 
Riddel and Drylaw was, 8th May 1597, appointed a Lord of Seffion r 
and dying in 1607, was fucceeded by his fon, Sir James Macgill, who* 
was created a Baronet 18th July, 1627, made a Lord of Seffion 3d Nov. 
1629, and raifed to the Peerage, by the titles of Vifcount Oxfurd, and 
Lord Macgill of Coujland, 19th Ap* 165 1 f. His Lordfhip died in 1663* 
having, by difpofition dated ad and 6th Ap. 1641, fold the lands of 
Eq/ler and Wejler Drylaw to James Loch, a confiderable merchant in 
Edinburgh. This James Loch of Drylaw married Ifobel Macmatb, by 
whom he had a fon and fucceflbr, James \Locb of Drylaw, born 3d May, 
1650, and married to Ifobel daughter , of George Foulis of Raveljloun. 
Their eldeft furviving fon, George Loch of Drylaw, born 28th Mar. 167R, 
inherited the eftate at his father's death in 1690, married $cth Sept*. ^,; 

1697, his coufin Jean, daughter of Sir Jobt\ Foulis of Raveljloun, Bart.A />/^. < ' % fp 
and was fucceeded by' his eldeft fon, James Loch of Drylaw, born 13th 
Aug. 1698. This gentleman was a perfon of a reclufe difpofition, and 
lived in a retired manner, immerfed in mathematical and mechanical 
purfuits, till 1748, when he married Frances, daughter of the Hon. WiU 
Ham Erjkine, brother of the fourth Earl of Bucban. By her, who died 
of a fever in 1750, he had a daughter, Margaret, married in 1768, to 
James Loch of Herdmanjbiels, and a fon George, who fucceeded to the 
eftate of Drylaw f af his father's death in 1759. This young gentleman 
refided feveral years abroad, from whence he returned a worthy and re- J 

fpe&able 

% Douglas's Peerage, 534— 536. 
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fpe&able chara&er, and fettled at Drylaw in 1 779 V having in that year 
efpoufed Jean, daughter of John Adam, of Blair, M. P. by whom he had 
five fons,and one daughter. He was obliged, on account of heavy in- 
cumbrances affefling the eftate, and other untoward circumftances, to a- 
lienate his extenfive property in this parifh, to William Ram/ay of Barnr 
toun, in 1786, after it had been nearly a century and a half in his family ; 
and he did not long furvive this alienation, which, it is faid, gave a fevere 
fhock to his fpirits, dying at Richmond in Surry, ,27th June 1788, aeta. 

39. This family bear for arms, Ar. a Saltire engrailed S. between two 

fwans, naiant in lochs, (in allufion to the name) proper, in the flanches. 
Creft, a fwan devouring a perch, proper. Motto, AJJiduitate, nan dcfidia. 

Eajlcr Drylaw, in this parifh, long belonged to a family of the name 
of Stalker. At Cramondu monument is ere&ed to the memory of John 
Stalker of Eajler Drylaw, who died 6th Feb. 1608, seta. 60, having on 
the capital a fhield charged with a faltire between four leaves. A de- 
fendant of his, John Stalker of Eajler Drylaw, f about 1638, fold 
thefe lands to Sir James Macgill, proprietor of Wejler Drylaw, by 
whom, in 1641, they were difponed to James Loch, Efq. as before men* 
tioned. — In the public regifters is a charter of the lands of Drylaw Co. 
Edinburgh to George Douglas, commendator of the Abbey of Aberbro- 
tbock, bearing date 2d Mar. 1572. 

To the S. of Drylaw, lie the lands of Grotthill, which, in 1350, were 

granted 

* Drylaw was, for feveral years preceding 1779, poffeffed by Lady Margaret 
Wemyfs, relift of James 9th Earl of Murray, an excellent and hofpitable lady. She 
died there 31ft Aug. 1779, much regretted. 

f A younger fon of this John Stalker accompanying Andrew Lord Frazer in the 
army of the Covenanters to Aberdeenshire, had the misfortune to be taken prifoner 
by the royalifts in the battle fought near Turref in May 1639. After the engage- 
ment was over, he was put to death in cold blood by Sir Jkhn Gordon of Haddo, 
and John Gordon his fervant, for which they were indi&ed to (land trial before the 
Court of Judiciary ; this caufe however did not come on, Haddo being convicted of 
high treafon, and executed at Edinburgh 1 6th July 1644.— M. S. Excerpts from the 
Judiciary records. 
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granted by Henry Muher, burgefs of Edinburgh, in free, pare, and per- 
petual alms, to God and the altar of St Jfobn the Baptift in the church of 
the bleffed Virgin Mary of Edinburgh, and to a chaplain officiating 
therein, for the falvation of his foul, and of thofe of his anceftors and 
fucceffbrs ; as appears from a copy of a charter, granted by Henry dc 
Brade, (chief of a confiderahle family in Midlothian), confirming and 
approving of the above grant of thefe lands, of which he was the fupe- 
rior, dated on the Thurfday before the feaft of St Luke, the fame year. 
This charter narrates that whereas the faid Henry Muher held thefe 
lands of him {Henry de Brade) f for payment of a pair of white gloves i« 
name of quit rent, and with the exception of fix acres of arable land af- 
figned for the payment of thirty pence to the King for the ward of the 
caftle of Edinburgh, he refigned all claim he or his heirs could have to 
the faid pair of gloves ; and likewife, for the falvation of his own foul? 
and of thofe of his anceftors and fuccefibrs, he dire&cd that the faid Aim 
of thirty pencefhould, infuture, be levied from his lands of Brade, and that 
the lands of Grottbitt (hould be freed from payment thereof in all time 

coming. Robert Muher, fon of Henry, confirmed the grant made by 

his deceafed father, by a charter dated 23d Jan. 1362 *. Dominus Ricar^ 
dus Ldufone, canon of the collegiate church of St Giles in Edinburgh, 
and prebend of Grottbill in the faid church, for augmenting the revenue 
of the faid benefices five Shillings per annum more than thefe lands of 
Grottbill paid before to himfelf and his predecefibrs, granted in* feu farm 
to that eareful perfon (provido viro) Walter Scott, burgefs of Edinburgh^ 
the King's baker, and his heirs whatever, the faid lands of Grottbill in 
the parifh o^Cramond, bounded on the E. by the lands of the Lord of 
Innerleitb, on the S. by the lands of Lord lAndfay of the Byres and the 
faid Lord of Innerleitb, and on the W. by the lands of Craigcrook and 
Ralejloun (Ravel/loun.) This grant has no date, but I fhould fuppofe it 

took 

* Father Hoy*z colleAions, M. S. in the Library of the Faculty of Advocates in* 
Edinburgh* 
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took place towards the end of the 15th century, foon after which Grott- 
bill came into the pofleflion of the Adamfons of Craigcrook, and continu- 
ed in that family till about 1640, when it was fold to Sir John Smith of 
Grottbill, Lord Provoft of Edinburgh in 1642 and 1643. In 1683, his 
fon John Smith difpofed of the lands of Grottbill to James Locb of -Dry- 
law, and they have ever fince remained annexed to that eftate. In 1398 
the rent of Grottbill was 5 merks, or L. 3:6: 8 Sc. 

To the S. W. of Drylaw, in a hollow at the foot of Corjlorpbine hill, 
which here makes a turn or crook to the eaftward, whence the name is 
derived, (lands Craigcrook, apparently the mod antient edifice in the 
pariih, though the date of its ere&ion cannot eafily be afcertained. It 
was probably built early in the fixteenth century, by one of the Adam- 
fon family, who were long proprietors of this place. Over the outer gate 
of the court yard is the date 1621, and a fhield of arms, on which no* 
thing is now vifible, except a mullet in the fefs point, which, with three 
ctofs erode ts fitch£e, compofed the armorial bearing of the Adamfons of 
Craigcrook. 

It would appear that Craigcrook formerly belonged to the noble fa- 
mily of Graham ; fince in Father Hafs colledion of Charters, there is pre- 
ferred a copy of a refigna t ion made by Patrick de Graham, Lord of Kin- 
punt, and Davidfe Graham, Lord ofDundaff, of all right or claim they 
could have to the lands of Craigcrook, in favour of John de Allyncrum, 
burgefs of Edinburgh, bearing date 9th Ap. 1362. Allyncrum imme- 
diately fettled the whole of thefe lands upon a chaplain officiating at 
the altar of the blefled virgin Mary, in the church of St Giles in Edin- 
burgh, and his fucceflbrs for ever, each fucceflbr to be nominated by the 
magiftrates of that city within two months after the death of the pre- 
ceding chaplain, " Ad bonorcm Dei, beata Mariae Virginis matris fua, 
11 et omnium fan&orum, etprofalute dnimarum recolenda memories; 'Domini 
" Roberti D.G. dudum Regis Scotorum illujlris, etDominee Elizabethac&gf- 
" na etfponfa fua, etprofalubri Jlatu etprojpero txcellentifftmi principis 

" et 
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" et domini mei Domini Davidis, D. G. Regis Scotorum, et 'Domini Wil- 
" lielmi Comitis de Douglas, et Domina Mar guerhve Jponfa: fuee, necnon 
" Archibald! Douglas Militis, quamdiu egerunt inhumanity etprofalute a- 
" nimarum fuarum turn abhac luce migraverint, et animarum omnium an- 
" tecejforum et Juccefforum fuorum; et etiam pro falute animarum burgen- 
" fium et communitatis burgi de Edinburgo, omnium antecejforum etfuccef- 
" forum fuorum; animarum patrismeietmatris met, fratrum,'fororum, pa- 
" renium, et amicorum meorum, ac eorum de quibus dcliqui aliqualiter in 
" hoc mundo, JUiorum etfiliarum meorum; necnon pro fabric animcc mea et 
" anima Johanna jponfa me*, et animarum omnium jidelium defunclorum" 
From a regifter of the annualrents of the church of St. Giles in Edin- 
burgh, and the altars therein, made by order of the magistrates and 
principal burgefles of that city, in 1368, it appears that the rental of 
Craigcrook then amounted to Z. 6 : 6 : 8 Sc. per annum. Eight years 
afterwards, the aldermen, bailies, and community of Edinburgh granted 
to Patrick Leper, and John Leper his fon and heir, and their heirs, in 
feu-farm (fcedifirmamj^ the lands of Craigcrook, on condition of their 
paying from thence the annualrent of Z. 6 : 6 : 8 Sc. for the fupport of 
the altar of the blefled Virgin Mary, and of the chaplains officiating 
there, in equal portions at the two ufual terms in the year, 5th March 1376* 
The faid John Leper \ however, refigned the whole ecclefiaftical lands of 
Craigcrook to John de Hill, chaplain, and his fuccefiors, chaplains at the 
faid altar, 4th Nov. 1428. In 1540, Sir Simon Pre/ion of CraigmiUar, 
Provoft of Edinburgh, made a refignation of thefe lands into the hands of 
Sir Edward Mat yoribanks, Prebend of Craigcrook. Marjoribanks, the 
following year, let them in feu-farm to George Kirkaldy, brother of Sir 
James Kirkaldy of Grange^ Lord High Treafurer of Scotland, for pay- 
ment of Z. 27 : 6: 8 Sc. 13th Dec. 1541. But Kirkaldy having re- 
figned Craigcrook to Sir Edward, 19th June 1542, thefe lands were the 
fame day affigned by Marjoribanks, with confent of the Provoft and 
chapter of the collegiate church of St. Gtles, in feu-farm and heritage 

E for 
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for ever, to William Adam/on, burgefs of Edinburgh, and Janet Napier 
his fpoufe, and their heirs. 

This William Adam/on of Craigcrook poflefled the mod confiderable 
eftate in this parifh in his days, his property extending from Craiglietb 
to Cammo, and comprehending Grottbill, Craigcrook, Clermijlon, South- 
field, and part of Cramond Regis. He was (lain, along with his kinfman 
Alexander Napier of Merchijlon, at the battle of Pinkie, 10th Sep. 1547* 
and was fucceeded by his grandfon William Adam/on of Craigcrook, who 
was ferved heirSth March 1559. He died in 1599, and was fucceeded 
by his fon William Adam/on of Craigcrook, who had iffue a fon and heir, 
William Adam/on of Craigcrook, born 13th Nov. 16x4. This laft Wil- 
liam was ferved heir to his father in 1621, and died before \G\X\May 
$656, when Robert Adam/on bis fon was ferved heir ; but not long after- 
wards he difpofed of his extenfive property in this parifh to different 
perfons. 

From him Craigcrook was purchafed, in 1659, by John Mein, mep* 
chant in Edinburgh, Margaret Howie his wife, and John Mein his foa. 
This laft John married, 16th Feb. 1662, Catharine, daughter of Jame* 
Loch ofDrylaw; but dying foon thereafter without ifTue, was fucceeded 
by his brother Patrick Mein of Craigcrook, who was ferved heir 25th 
May { 1669, and on the 14th of July following, fold this eftate to John 
Hall, one of the bailies, and afterwards Lord Provoft of Edinburgh. He 
was created a baronet 8th OB. 1687 ; and having acquired the exten- 
five barony oiDunglafs in the county of Haddington^ ftiil enjoyed by his 
defcendaats, he fold Craigcrook in 1682, to Walter Pringle, advocate, 
whofe fon John Pringle of Craigcrook was ferved heir 25th Sept. 1685. 
This gentleman, in 1698, difpofed of Craigcrook to John Stracban y writer 
to bis Majefty's fignet, who died about the year 17 19, leaving bis whole 
property real* and perfonal, viz. Craigcrook, North Clermijlon, and Bod- 
4ms, a houfe in Edinburgh, and certain fums of money, mortified for 
charitable, purpofes..* 

He 

* Writs of the eftate, chart* in fubl. arch. &c* 
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He executed two Deeds of Mortification, both regiftered in the books 
of Council and Seffion ; the firft of which is as follows. 

BE it kend to all men be thir prefents, me John Strachan of Craigcrook, writer to 
the fignet, for as much as God in his goodnefs (to whom I give thanks) has 
bleffed my pains and induftrie ; therefore, out of ane thankful commemoration of his 
kindnefs and love to me, I have mortified and difponed, and even be thir prefents I 
mortify and difpone, for charitable and pious ufes, all lands, heritages, fums of mo- 
ney and other goods and geaj that ihall happen to belong to me, the tyme of my de- 
ceafe ; and that none of my relations or neareft of kin may have power to quarrel 
with what I either have or ihall do with my fortune, in haill or in part, for reafons 
and caufes known to myfelf, I doe by thir prefents preclude and debarr them, and all 
that may pretend right from them any manner of way, from having accefs to, or in- 
tromlffion with, or infpeftion of, any lands, heritages, filver, goods and gear what- 
fomever pertaining and belonging to me the tyme of my deceafe, any manner of 
way for ever. Accordingly, I think fit to leave, and be thir prefents I doe leave, to 
William Strachan my brother the fum of 600 merks Scotch, payable yearly in 200 
merks, out of the rent of my lands and annualrents of my money, and no otherwife. 
As alfo I leave to Margaret Strachan daughter to the faid William, fpoufe to Wil- 
liam Campbell Litfter in Banff, the fum of 600 merks money forefaid, to be payed 
yearly in 200 merks out of the faid rents of lands and annualrents. And ficklyke, I 
leave to Agnes Fulton my fitter's daughter, fpoufe to Mr Daniel Gilchrifi minifter at 
Lintoun, the like fum of 600 merks money forefaid, and payable yearly in manner 
above fpecified, and confbrmeas the other two are to be payed, and no otherwife; and 
for ever debarr them be thir prefents, from all further accefs or right to any thing 
pertaining to me the time of my deceafe. And farder I the faid John Strachan here- 
by declare all former deeds done in favor of the fornamed perfons, or my neareft of 
kin, by word or writes, void and null, for now and ever, as if the famen had never 
been made nor granted. Providing always, like as it is exprefsly provided and declared, 
that it (hall be leafome and lawful to me the faid John Strachan at any time during 
life, etiam in articulo mortis, by word or wryte, to alter thir prefents in haill or in part, 
and difpenfes with the not delivery thereof. And for the more fecurity I confent to 
the regiftration hereof in the books of Council and Seffion, or in any other judges 
book competent, therein to remain for prefervation ; and to that effect conftitute Mr 
Matthew Machell, Advocate, my procurator. In witnefs whereof I have written and 
fubfcribed thir prefents with my hand, at Edinburgh 20th July 17 10. (Recorded 
27th Mar. 1721.) • v 

The fecond is of the following tenor. 

Be it known to all men be thir prefents, me John Strachan of Craigcrook, for 
as much as God in his goodnefs (to whom I give thanks) has bleffed me in my 
pains and induftrie in my employment, I doe, out of an thankful refentment and 

commemoration 
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commemoration of his kindnefs and love to me, and withal, that none of my relations 
or neareft of kin may have right to what fhall happen in land or money to belong to 
me the time of my deceafe, except what I have left or may leave under my hand ; 
therefore I doe debarr and preclude them therefrom upon confiderations known to 
me ; and be thir prefents, upon the provifions, reft ri (ft ions, and limitations, underwrit- 
ten, I the faid John Strachan, for charitable and pious ufes, aflign and difpone all and 
haill the maills and duties of the lands of Craigcrook, as payable by the tenant there- 
of, prefent or to come, forth of the lands thereof, with the rents of the mannor place, 
yeards, dovecoat and haill pertinents, park and gairdner's houfe, the lands themfelves, 
mannor place, and others forefaid never to be fold, in regard the famen are hereby 
mortified with the rents thereof. As alfo I hereby mortify, aflign, and difpone, the 
maills and duties of the lands of North Clermijlon and Boddoms, prefently poflef- 
fed by Thomas Wall, the lands thereof alfo never to be fold, but to remain as morti- 
fied land for ever. Likeas the rent of my dwelling-houfe in Edinburgh, the houfe 
likeways never to be fold, but to remain as mortified land : And in like manner I 
mortify, aflign and difpone the annualrent of all fums of money that fhall happen 
to belong to me, the tyme of my deceafe, the prefent funds to remain and fecured as 
principal fums, being mortified. And in regard I am to make fome ftatutes anent 
the forefaid mortification and managers thereof, I doe hereby recommend to two 
Advocates, two Writers to the Signet, and die Prefbytery of Edinburgh, at the fight of 
the Lords of Seffion any two of their number to overfee the premifles, and to employ 
ane difcreet perfon to uplift the rents when due ; for whole pains I allow yearly 100 
merks ; and, as uplifted, to employ the famen as the forefaid perfons order, to poor old 
men and women and orphans : And I allow yearly to the Advocates poor yearly for 
their pains, 50 merks Scots, and to the writers to the fignet 100 merks yearly ; and 
ordains the rights of my lands and the bonds belonging to me to be fecured at the 
forenamed perfons their fight : And for the minifters of the prefbytery their pains, I 
allow yearly twenty pounds Scots to be payed to one of them faccef&vely for an 
Bible, and to begin with the moderator of the prefbytery and thereafter yearly ilk 
one per vices as the prefbytery fhall appoint : Providing always, like as it is hereby 
exprefsly provided, that thir prefents are not to wrong or alter my wife her liferent 
of the faid lands of Craigcrook and others above mentioned, but the famen to Hand 
in force as conceived, as alfo any legacies or other things I have left, or fhall leave 
by word or wryte, to any perfon by wryte under my hand, to ftand ; and recom- 
mend to the perfons above fpecified to order the payment thereof as therein is men- 
tioned : Lykeas it is hereby exprefsly provided and declared, that it fhall be in my 
power at any time during life to alter thir prefents, and to annull the famen in haill 
or in part, by word or wryte. And for the more fecurity, I confent to the regiftration 
hereof in the books of Council and SefEon, and to that effe6. co&ftitute Mr Matthew 
Mackell, Advocate, my procurator. In witnefs whereof I have written and fubfcribed 
thir prefents with my hand, at Edinburgh 24th Sep. 1712. (Recorded 4th Aug 1719). 

As 
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As Mr Stracban omitted to make any regulations, the truftees thus 
conftituted did, upon the 6th Feb. 1775, agree upon the following fta- 
tutes concerning the management of this valuable mortification ; which, 
in this parifh alone, yields an annualrent of upwards of Z. 320. 

I. That the perfons authorifed by tke deeds of mortification to be the truftees, 
meet together the firft Monday of Feb. and July yearly, at twelve o' clock noon, 
in the hall of the Truftees of the fund for Minifters Widows in Scotland, \3c. with 
confent of the truftees ; and to adjourn themfelves as they (hall fee cauie, and meet 
as often as the prefes of the laft meeting, or the clerk, (hall find it needful to call 
them ; any feven of them to be a quorum ; and each meeting to chufe a prefes, who 
fhall fign the refolution, orders, and conclufions of that meeting : and that the annu- 
al dated meeting in Feb. fhall chufe a (landing committee of their number, who 
(hall prepare all bufinefs remitted to them ; and the faid meeting, and all other 
meetings of the truftees, (hall alfo have power to appoint other particular commit- 
tees, as upon any emergency may feem to them neceflary. 

II. That the forefaid truftees, at one of their ftated meetings, eleft a difcreet and 
fit perfon to be clerk and faftor during pleafure, for uplifting the rents of the mor- 
tification, and diftributing the fame, as he (hall be efpecially ordered by the truf- 
tees, and to keep regular books, and to record therein the a&s and deeds of the truf- 
tees, to receive in petitions, make up rolls, and tranferibe the minutes into a book, 
and keep the fame in good order. Which clerk and faftor (hall have a falary of 
twenty pounds fterling yearly, payable at Candlemas for the year preceeding : and 
this to be in full for fervice, pens, ink ? paper, books, and all other demands what- 
foever as clerk. 

III. That the fa&or fo appointed, be impowered to ufe all needful diligence for 
inbringing the rents and revenues of the faid mortification, and be ready to lay his 
accounts before the truftees when required : and it is hereby fpecially provided, that 
the fame be examined and revifed at the ftated meeting in Feb. yearly, that the ac- 
counts of the preceding year may be laid before the lords overfeers, together with 
the whole tranfadions of the truftees for the faid preceding year. 

IV. That one be chofen to be meffenger or officer to the truftees, to continue 
during pleafure, who is to give advertifement of the time and place of their meet- 
ing, and to attend the fame, and the other affairs of the mortification, as he (hall be 
direded by the managers, their prefes, or clerk and factor. And as fome of the 
truftees do not refide in the city of Edinburgh, he is to leave an advertifement for 
the Advocates with the keeper of their library, one for the Writers with the under- 
keeper of the fignet, and one for the Preftytery with their clerk. And the forefaid 
officer is to have thirty pounds Scots yearly, at the term of Whitfunday for the 
year preceding. 

That 
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That after dedu&ion of the neceflary expences of management and reparations, 
and of the Aims directed by the mortification to be paid to the Advocates, and the 
Writers their poor, and to the moderator of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, the 
whole remainder of the rents and annualrents {hall be bellowed upon penfi oners, cer- 
tified by perfons of known character, to be proper objects of this charity. 

That in order to make up the roll of penfioners, a lift of the perfons petitioning, 
together with their petitions and certificates, fliall be laid before one of the two ftated 
meetings, who may either inftantly reject any of thefe petitions, or remit them to the 
more particular confideration of their committee, who fliall make inquiry into the cir- 
cumftances of the petitioners, and report their opinion to the following ftated meet- 
ing, who may then approve or not of fuch report, as they fliall feecaufe. 

That a lift of the perfons found qualified fliall then be made up, and the penfioners 
to be enrolled fliall be chofen out of the faid lift, a fpecial regard being always had to 
fuch as have no other penfion, and have formerly been in creditable circumftances : 
and that none fliall be enrolled, but at one of the two ftated meetings, in the manner 
above exprefled ; nor fliall this roll be altered at any intervening diet ; but upon in- 
formation of mifbehaviour in any of the penfioners, payment may be fufpended till 
one of the ftated meetings : and £hat the truftees determine the quota that is to be 
allowed yearly to each of the penfioners on the faid roll ; and in proportion to the 
forefaid penfioners of one half, at each term of Whitfunday and Martinmas yearly. 

V. That the roll be written in three columns, the firft to contain the penfioners, 
their names and defignations ; the fecond the fums allotted to them ; the third to be 
a place for the fubfcriptions of fuch as can write. Upon the head of which third co- 
lumn is to be written a general difcharge for them all ; and at the end of the roll, an 
order upon the factor to pay conform to the fame, figned by the prefes ; and that the 
f aft or count conform to this roll j and that there be a new copy of the roll, with 
the alterations and additions as occafion requires, written out and figned each half 
year. 

VI. And in regard the mortification is only for "poor old men, women, and orphans," 
it is ordained, that no men or women under the age of fixty-five * be enrolled for 
penfioners ; and that no orphans be enrolled, or allowed to continue, after their age 
of twelve years complete : and in cafe of orphans, a perfon's name fliall be inferted 
in the roll, fuch as the managers can truft, to receive and difcharge for them, and to 
overfee them. 

VII. That no penfion exceed the fum of five pounds fterling yearly. 

VIII. That the factor fend no money to abfent penfioners, but upon a certificate, 
or fome evidence of their being alive. 

IX. That a cheft be provided, wherein fliall be lodged all the writs and fecuri- 

ties 

* At the general meeting in M. X793 f the manage™ agreed that fi*ty-6Te fcould be altered to fix- 
•y-three. 
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ties of the mortification, and the books of the truftees, their managements, and ac- 
counts, after the fame are completely filled up, revifed, and recorded ; one key of 
which cheft is to be kept by the moderator of the prefby tery of Edinburgh, and ano- 
ther by the clerk and factor to the mortification : and the faid cheft is never to be o- 
pened, but by order of a meeting of the truftees duly advertifed, or of their annual 
committee, and that one of them be prefent at opening and clofing thereof. 

X. That a full inventory of the whole writs of the faid mortification be kept in 
the cheft, and one with the clerk of this mortification. And that a receipt-book lie 
in the cheft, in which is to be fet down a receipt to be figned by the out-taker, bear- 
ing the caufe of taking out any of the faid writs* 

. . XI. That thefe rules ftand in force, till altered at one or other of the ftated meet- 
ings, at the fight of the lords overfeeds ; and that no alteration be made, or new rules- 
enacted, till propofed at one meeting, and left to lie on the table till another ftated 
meeting, and. the lords overfeers be advifed therein *• 

* - Weft from Qraigcroak, lie the lands of North Clermi/loun, formerly cal- 
led Clairbarjioun, which antiently belonged to the Cramonds of Cramond % 
.a family of no fmall repute in this parifh from whence they were deno- 
minated, 

* A tradition fexifts, that a murder was committed in Craigcrook houfe ; but it ap- 
pears that this is a miftake, founded on the circumftance of Mr Stracban's houfe* 
♦keeper, Helen Bell\ having been murdered in her way out there, on Monday 3d 
Nov. 1707, by William Tbomfon wright in Edinburgh > and John Robert/en fmith 
in Pleafance. Thefe two men had been in compmy with the unfortunate viclim in 
Mr Stracban's houfe in Edinburgh on the Saturday preceding ; and ftte having men- 
tioned that flie was going out to Craigcrook on the Monday morning,, they met her at 
5 A. M. near the Weft Bow, and told her they were going part of her way. She 
gave Tfbomfon two bottles, and the key of her matter's lodging, to carry, itf order to 
lighten her burden ; but when they came below the Caftle, they threw her over the 
fteps, ftruck her with a hammer, and having thus difpatched her, returned to the 
houfe to rob it. Having opened it with the key, they lighted a candle at the kitchen 
fire, prized up the ftudy door, broke open the cheft where the caih was kept,, out of 
which they took eight bags of money, and a purfe of gold, leaving two bags behind. 
Ihomfon carried fix of the bags and the purfe, and Robert/on the other two bags (one 
containing L. 100) in their aprons. The latter propofed to carry all the tow and 
lint they could find, and the bed-clothes, to a back room, and fet diem on fire, in 
order to burn the houfe j but Tbomfon faid he had done wickednefs enough already, 
and was refolved not to commit more, even when Robert/on threatened to murder him 
for that refufal. 

What 
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minated, as will afterwards be more particularly noticed. Thefe lands 
were, in 1541, fold by James Cramond of Auldbar, to William Adamfon 
of Craigcrook, and they conftitute part of Mr Stracbaris mortification. * 
Adjoining to them, is South Clermiftoun, the property of Samuel MitcheU 
fori Efq. Writer to the Signet ; but only a finall portion of this eftate 
lies in this parifh, the remaining part being fituatedin that oiCorJlor- 
pbine. 

The lands of Lauriflon, lying immediately to the weft of the barony 
of Muirhoufe, rife by a gradual afcent from the banks of the Forth. On 
the fummit of this afcent, ftands the caftle of Lauri/lon, command- 
ing, from its elevated fituation, anextenfive profped, efpecially of the fea 
and coaft of Fife, There is no date vifible upon the building ; but 
from particular circumftances, this caftle appears to have been erefted 
by Sir Archibald Napier of Mercbifloun, and his fecond wife Dame £- 
lizabetb Mowbray, towards the end of the 16th century *. Over the 
fouth door is a Hone tablet, thus inferibed : 

R. D. 

What is remarkable, Tbomfon depofed, that on their return through die Grafs- 
market, after the muxder, thej fwore to each other to give their fouls and bodies to the 
devil, if ever any of them fhould difcover and inform againft the other, even af- 
ter being apprehended. Robertfon propofing that this engagement fhould be engrofled 
in a bond, a man ftarted up betwixt them in the middle of the Bow, and offered to 
write the bond, which they had agreed to fubferibe with their blood ; butmn Tbomforts 
demurring, the perfon (whom he faid he had never before feen,) immediately difap- 
peared. 

The perpetrators of this atrocious adion remained undifcovered for fome weeks ; 
but at laft fufpicions arifing againft Tbomfon, he was taken up, and having made a 
voluntary confeffion of the murder and robbery, both he and Robertfon were execu- 
ted. 

* The initial letters of their names, S. A. N. and D. E. M. are on the capitals of 
two of the windows, adorned with thiftles and fleurs de lis, which led me at firft to 
imagine that Laurifton had been built during the union of the crowns of France and 
Scotland, under Francis void Mary (1558-1560} ; but it appears that the Napiers did 
not become proprietors thereof till after 1587, in which year Henry Forrefltr, from 
whom they purchafed this eftate, fucceeded to the barony of Corftorpbme. 
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R. ».. '_ 1 . 
Aftra nee vitie moderatores nee 
bonorum raeorum caufas agno- 

fco haec quae poffideo Dei 

benignitati accepta fearo ejus 

fidei juranda voluntati difponen- 

da coramitto ab eo gratiam omnibus 

pro ipfo utendi expeto et expefto 

Robert Dalgifh, Jean Dougfefs, 

... Anagramme. 

God's groat and be is al our blis. 
Above this tablet is the achievement of Mr Dalgliefb % an oak tree e- 
radicate in fefs, betwixt three pheons, two in chief, and one in bafe j 
impaling, ermine on a chief three mullets ; which laft was the cogni* 
zance of the Douglajes of PompberJltuH, an aatieot and knightly family 
in Midlothian^ now extinll. On the fouth wall of the gardener's houfe, 
on a ilone about 19 inches fquare, is cut Sir Alexander Napier's " Gelef- 
" tial Theme/' probably calculated by his accomplifbed brother, "John 
Napier of Mercbiftoun, the immortal inventor of the logarithms ; the 
figures and inscription upon this done are engraved in the mifcellane- 
ous plate f No. L 

. Laur\fton, a name wbdfe brthography has varied at different periods* 
originally belonged to a family of the fame name ; as appears from a 
confirmation dated 19th Otf. 1490, to William Lowranjloun, fon and 
heir apparent of John Lowranjloun of that ilk, of a charter made to 
him by the bid* John, bearing date 24th Mar. i486, pf all and whole 
the lands of Louranjloun with their pertinents, lying within the county 
of Edinburgh. In the Regifter Office is another charter of the fame' 
lands of Laurenjloun^ to Janet highs > fpoufe of Thomas Laurenjloun o£. 
that ilk, dated at Jedburgh loth Nw. 1493 *. Of this family of Lowran- 
< : ; - ¥ • . Jlotm, 

* Cart, in publ. arch.— In which alfo is a charter to Robert Lowriftotm of a thirfl 
part of the lands d£€lei/b and 4&it?toir,4aifcd'8fcQ 08. 1471. 
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Jloun, Laurenfloun, or Laurijion, very Scanty memorials now exift ; and 
it would appear that they -did not continue in poflelEon of the eftate 
from whence they were denominated, long after the lad mentioned 
period. For, early in the 16th century, tile lands of Laurijion and 
Handle/Ion, (now included under the general name of Laurijion) con di- 
luted a portion of the considerable eftate of the Forrejlers of Corjtor- 
phine % which extended over great part of this parifh. They were, to* 
wards the end of the feme century, fold by Henry Forrejler otCorJtor- 
pbine f Helen Prejlon his fpoufe, and George Forrefter his eldeft fon and 
apparent heir, to Sir Archibald I Napier of Edinbellie and Mercbijloun *, 
ami Dame Elizabeth Mowbray his wife, aftd their heirs. This Sir Ar- 
chibald Napier was appointed Matter of the Mint rn 1587, and died, at 
a very advanced age, i« 160& He was twice married, firft to Janet, 
daughter of Sk Francis Botbweil, by whom he had an only child, John 
Napier of Mercbijtoim, born in 1550, whole wonderful invention, the 
logarithms, the fruits of unaflifted reafort and fctence, entitles him to one 
of the higheft niches in the Temple of Fame f , Sir Archibald?* fecond 
wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Mowbray of Barnbougle; by 
her he had one fon, Sir Alexander Napier io£ Lcmriftoua, ^who> on . the. 
i-4th of Feb. 1626; was conftituted 01^ of the Senators of the College o£ 
Juftice> but did not long enjoy this high (latum, dying towards the end 
of the 1629 J. At his death, it appeared he had previously fold- the lands 

' " '. ■'' ! • of 

* The Natters of Merchijloun had. however property in this, parilh long before, 
they became poffcflTed of Laurijion ; for in the public regifters is a charter of King 
Robert III. dated 16th Feb. 1391, confirming to Wittiam- Napier Governor of Hie 
Caftle o£ Edinbu rgb y a grant of the lands. "- quondam Symonis Redemilitu infra terri- 
44 torium de Gramont Regis,, rf qux fuerunt Joannis JLtfoJilii ctbtredis quoad, ejufd. 
44 Symonis, et quos ipfe Joannes non vi aut tnetu duel us Jedfua tnefa etfpontanea wa- 
"' luntate nobis perfufium et baculum Jurfam reddidit" made to the faid William Na- 
pier, by his father King Robertll. bearing date 8th Dec. 1388. 

f Vide u An account of the life, writings, and inventions of yobn Napier of 
" Mercbi/louny, by David Stewart, Earl of Buchan^ and Walter Minto L L D" 4to. 
ferth 1787. 

% Crawford's Peerage, of Scotland, f>.< 364* Lord Haifa's lift of the Seffion. 
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of Laurifton to John Cam of St Giles's Grange, who accordingly came 
into pofleffion of them, but did not ldng retain this property, Thomas 
Rigg of Laurifton occurring about 1 650 in the Seffion records. 

In 1656, Laurifton belonged to Mr Robert Dalgliejh, (fon of James 
*BulgUcJb, fecond fon of Robert DalgHe/b of Dalglie/b ;) who in his youth 
had refided in the family of the fecond Lord Babnerinocb at Barntoun, 
where he could not fail to be imprefled with the mod rigid principles of 
the Covenanters, on which account he was appointed clerk to the famous 
General Affembly of the church of Scotland that met at Glafgow in 
1 6 38, wherein epifcopacy was abolifhed. Mr BalgUeJh, (who was fo- 
licitor to King Charles IL) died. 12th 0(3. 1662, and was buried at 
Cramond, leaving, by his wife Jean Douglas, a daughter of the houfe 
of Pompberftoun, an only child, Margaret Dalglie/b, his fole heirefs, 
born 28th Mar. 1645, married 23d Jan. 1662, to Ludovick Craig, of 
Riccartoun in Midhtbian, great grandfon of that celebrated lawyer, 
Sir Thomas Craig of Riccartoun, Advocate to King James VI. famous for 
bis learned treatife on the Feudal Syftcm. That lady, and her eldeft fon 
Thomas Craig of Riccartoun, in 1683, fold fhe lands of Laurifton and 
Randleflon to William Law, goldfmith or banker in Edinburgh, in whofe 
family they ftill continue *. 

This William Law of Laurijloun derived his defcent from an an* 
tient and refpe&able familyof the fame name, long feated at Litbrie in 
Fife; and dying at Paris about the year 1688, was fucceeded by his 
eldeft furviving fon, John Law of Laurifton, afterwards Comptroller Ge- 
neral of the Finances of France, perhaps the mod remarkable inftance 
of the mutability of fortune on record. The reader will find a circum- 
ftantial account of this extraordinary charader and his projedts ill the fe- 
cond part of this work ; fo I will in this place juft mention, that at his 
death at Venice in 1729, in the 58th year of his age, he was fucceeded by 
his only fon, John Law of Laurifton, who died unmarried, a cornet of 
the regiment of Najfau Frteftand, at Maeftricbt in 1734, aged about 30. 

F 2 The 

* Records of Kirk Seffion, marriages, and baptifms of Cramond and of Edinburgh 
Writs of the eftate. &c. 
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The eftate of Laurifiw thereupon devolved on his uncle* fViffiamLaw, 
(only furviving brother of the Comptroller General), dire&or general of 
the company of the Indies, and one of the directors of the royal bank of 
France. He died at Paris in 1 753, teta. 77, leaving two fons, the yoang- 
eit of whojn t James Francis Law, diftingutihed hirafelf fo highly on the 
coaft of Coromand^l and in the Decan, that he was ratted to the chief 
command of the troops of the French Eaft India company, in which capa- 
city he died at the IJle of France ia 1767* aeta. 43* The elddt fon, John 
Lawot Lanriflon, Chevalier de St Louis, was for many years governor of 
Ptyu#$hery r Commandant GeneraLof all the French fettlements in India, 
President of aU their councils; and King's Commiflary ; anjL ia 1780 was 
raifed to the rank of Maxechal d& Camp, . anfwering to that of Majoc 
General in the Brittfh twice. . His eldefl: fori, (not to mention one who 
died an infant), J<&n William Law of Laur$*n % a lieutenant of the 
French Navy, failed ia 1 785 with, the celebrated M. fc la Perottft, oA a 
voyage round the world* and has in all probability periftitd with that 
unfortunate circumnavigator, of whom no accounts have been received 
fincehtlch New South Waks; in March 1788. Mr Law has five other fam, 
the okleft of whom ia married and. has iflue. This diftiriguifhed family 
bears for arms Ermine, a^bend between two cocks % G. Creft, an unicorn's* 
heajd, proper. Mottp, Nee objeura nee mo* 

The barony of Nether Cramond, adjoining to Lauriffan on the W.. 
extends along the (bore of the Fortb % and the banks of the Anion. On 
a riling ground above the fea, furrounded with fottie of the fined old tim- 
ber in the county, ftands Cramond houfe, the mod ancient part of which 
was built about 1680; to this Sk.Adam Inglis made a confiderable ad- 
dition in 1772, and bis brother Sir Je/bn has greatly improved the whole 
place. 

N. W. from the houfe is. a fquare tower of thj$e ftorie$, each having a 

vaulted 

* The Laws bearing cocks for their arms, is fuppofed to refer to the concluding 
part of the crow of that animal having a fimilar found. Nifbet's Heraldry, I. 356. 
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vaulted roof, the only remains of a palace of tfre Bifhops of € Dunkeld \ 
Cramond having been for a long period the property ofthefe prelates, 
and their chief place of refidence on the fouth fide of the Forth. At 
the-W. end was a chapel, now entirely demolished, and the edifice ap- 
peals to have extended to the N. and E. No< memorials remain of the 
date of its ere&ion ; but it was probably built previous to 1409, in- 
to which year- the tower oi Cramond \& particularly mentioned in an in- 
denture of exeatnbion to be hereafter narrated. 

It is by no means clearly afcertained at what period the town anct 
hinds of Cramond Urik came into pofleffion of that fee. In the learned) 
Sfr James Dalrymple's Hiftbricftl Collections, it is faid, that " Robert A- 
" vonele: alias Avenate, Justiciary of Lothian in the reign ot William the 
" Lyon, (who fwayed the Scottish fceptfe from 1*60 to 1214), and his 
".- family, did poffefs Karramund, and gave that 'part of it to rh* Bishops 
*x£?>iinkeld, called Bi/hopfs Cramond, now pofftffed bj Sir Jbhn IngUs,. 
* Bart." Keith, in his catalogue of the Bifhops of Scotland, fays that Rich* 
ard de Prebenda, feeond bifhop oiDunkeld, died at Cramond in 1 173 or 
I't 74, and was buried at hichcolm; alfo, that John de Leycejler, the feventh 
bifhop of that fee, died at Cramond in 1214, which is confirmed by For* 
dun.: From an indenture of excambion, however, in the -pofleffion of 
Mr Watfin of Scntgbttm, it appears that Robert de Cardney, the then Bi- 
fhop of Dunkeld, made, in 1409, an exchange of his lands of Gammo la- 
this parifh, for the tower of Cramond, feveral pieces of ground within; 
the barony efKirk Cramond, and divers annualrents,.with John de Nudre; 
and IVilhatti de Nudre his fon and heir *. We may fafely conclude 

that 

* It does not appear at what time the family of Nudre (or Niddery) firft fettled* 
at Cramond; their property at this pUc«, i given to the Biihop of Dun hid in ex- 
change for Cammo, is thus defcribed in the indenture of excambion. " Joannes de 
u Nudre de Cramond, dedit, concejjtt, \£c. Hurrim fuam fituatam infra villam ecclefi- 
" qfticam de Cramond, nee non omnej etjingulas terras Juas m baronia de Kirk Cra- 
u mondjacentts, viz. duas terra* jactntes prope turrim, ex parte occidentals ejufiem- 
u turrit, et ioj. annul redditus de terra Willielmi Smythfon, et ioj. annui redditus 

" de- 
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that the. good prelate, who, it is reported, owed his advancement to 
bis filler Marion de Cardnefs connexion with King Robert II *, would 
take care not to have the worft of the bargain, according to the ufual 
pra&ice of the Romifh Clergy ; and it is obfervable that Nether Cra- 
mondis at this day diftinguifhed for natural fertility, above all the other 
lands in this partfb- 

Thomas Lauder, who was Bifliop of Dunkeld from 1452 to 1476, ob- 
tained in 1 454, a charter for ere&ing different properties belonging to 
his fee on the fouth fide of the Forth, to wit, Cramond, Abercorn, Pref- 
ton 9 and Aberiady 4 into one barony, to be called the barony of Jberlady. 
This worthy and public fpirited prelate, who is ftiled omnium fua atatis 
pientiffitnus et doftijjbxus, did a vaft deal of good to his fee, building a 
bridge over the Toy at Dunkeld, purchafing two lodgings, one in Edin- 
burgh and the other in Perth, for the accommodation of his fucceflbrs du- 
ring the fitting of parliameqt, and founding a number of chaplainries and 

prebends. 

u de terra Joannis Symfon, et 101. annul redditusJe terra haredum quond. Adae de Sufle. 
u Item terram fuam ex parte boreali terra Jacobi Dovrjacentem, cum crofta dicla terra 
" pertincn. Item tei % ram fuam jacen. ex parte aujlrale ■ antedicia cum mare ex 

u parte una, et terra Alani Broun ex parte alia, cum crofta ditla terra pertincn. /- 
" tern terram fuam de &Grein bank, fupra terras 

(here are two or three words not legible, apparently, diBi epifcopi, which will recon- 
cile ail difficulties, by fliowiog that the.Bifliops had property at Cramond previous to 
the excambion) " ex parte occidental! tccle/ia de Crawmond. Item terram fuam jaccn- 
" tern ex parte auftraii d&a— -inter terras Alani Brown ex parte boreali, et terram 
* diQ* turris ex parte au/lraU ex parte altera, cum crofta eidem terr/e pertinen. turn om- 
" ne etjingulas alias terras fuas infra prof atam baroniamde Kyrk Crawmond Jacentes" 
The bifliop and his fucctflors were bound to pay from thence an annualrent of five 
fhillings of ufual money to ttomas de Cramond, who appears to have been the fupe- 
riorofthat property. 

* Abbot Millh account of the Bifliops of Dunield, Nf. S — In the public regiflers 
is a charter from Robert II. of the lands of Tolyry, Burroly f Eafler Balnogall % and 
JShenball, the mill of Milnathort, Co. Kinrofs, to " Marion de Cardney, and the chil- 
*' drcn begotten or to be begotten between us and her, whom failing, to the heirs of 
" of the body of the faid Marion lawfully begotten,** dated 27th Mar. 1372. 
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prebends* In 1574, a degenerate fuccefior of this munificent prelate, 
James Paton, the firftFroteftant Btfhop of Dufikeld> thought proper to 
alienate the town and lands of Cramond to Archibald Douglas of Kiljpirt* 
die; -for. which, and, lor. other dilapidations of his benefice, he was de± 
paled the ffr&awiiig'year, 1575 V 

Archibald Douglas of Kitjpindie, defcended from Archibald (Bell-the~ 
Cat) Earl of Angus* was fucceeded in the lands of Cramond by his 
fon Patrick, who, about the year xtSoo, alienated them tfc Alexander Dou- 
glas, macer in Edinburgh, portioner of Raibobyres, by whom, in 1622, 
Cramond was fold to James Ingiis, merchant in Edinburgh only fon of * 
Archibald Inghs^ a confiderable merchant in that city. Th\* James 
Ingiis of Cramond died in 1637, having married, in 1609, Sarah d*u%h~ 
tec af Joint Morrijbn of Prtjlongrange, by whom he had a fon and fuc~ 
ceflbr, Jabn Ingiis of Cramond, bom ^th Aug. 16**1, a perfon of wortto 
and integrity, and a confiderable fufierer for -his confeientious adherence 
ta the Preibyterian mode of worfliip, after it was prohibited: by law. He 
married, in 1632, Janet, daughter of John Eltcs of Soutbjtde, and died 
in 1684, seta. 73. having had feveral children, one of whom, John Ingiis 
younger of Cr amend, died at Paris, in the cottrfe of his travels* 20th June 
1664, seta. 22, unmarried ; fo that the fucceffion devolved upon the- 
youngeft and only furviving fon, James Ingiis of Cramond, born 17th. 
May 1660, twenty eight years after hi* parents 9 marriage, who was crea~ 
ted a baronet &2d March 1687, an d died in 1689, in the 29th year of 
his age. 

His only furviving (on and fuccefior, Sir John Ingiis of Cramond, was> 
born 23d Sept, 1683, and after attaining a period of life to which very 
few reach, without fuffering fo much as one days confinement by fick> 
nefs* died at Cr amend 3d March 177 1, seta. 88. He was univerfally 
efteemed and refpe&ed, and enjoyed for fome years the office of Poft- 
mailer General of Scotland. His wife^ with whom he lived no lefs thai* 

% 

* Keiths Catalogue of Biihops, 55* 179* 
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63 years in a married ftate, was Anne daughter of Adam.Cockburn atQrmi- 
floun, Lord Joftice Clerk ; and they had nTutf fix ibfasartd^as many daugh- 
ters. His onl^Uirviving fon and fucceflor, Sir' w£fc»» Ingks.tA Crasnond, 
was born hi 17 14, ftudied tbe law at.Xgtira, and entered ^drocate 1736, 
He died at Cramond 9th Nov. 1772, seta* '59; without, ifiwc ^ hifii Wife^' 
Lady 'Dorothea Primrofe, daughter df 7****/ flcoiidcEauL Af, $LQftbe*ry t 
apd was fucceeded by his brother, tbe prcfent Sir Jtfyn IngHs a£ Cra- 
mond, whofe only furviving (on, Adam Ingtis of SoutbJMd; was called 
to tbe bar in 1782 *. A * » 1 •• \ ?: ,-. ,, 

•" Souttytild, from whence Mr Ingtis takes his defoliation, b^ tonfide* 
rabk farm 4 in this parifh, lying more than a miie to the S. W. of his 
fother's property of Nether Cramond. Soutbfidd was 'formerly part of 
the great ellate of the Nidderys of Cammo, but about the year 1470 was. 
together with Cramonfl Regis, aruLfftyefial oth«r. lands in this parifh, di- 
vided among heirs*portioners. and ptfcerwife. la ,1546* the lands of 
Seutbficld were purchafed from John Cricbton of Soutbfield by William 
Adawjon of Craigcrook, a fucceflbr of whom, of both his names, fold 
them in 1634 to Sir John Smith x^i OrottbilL In 1676, John Liglif of 
Cramond acquired from Sir John Toung of I ¥ er^y % and others, creditors of 
the Gud Sit John Smith, the ten nrerk land of King's Cramond, part of 
Nidderfs Mill, Swtltfield, Hunterland, Greenrig, &c. together with the 
Kirkl&nds of Cramond, and the patronage of the altarage of St. "Thomas 
tfee-Apoftfe and St. Apollonia the Virgin. Tbefe Kfrklands, and a quar- 
ter of Nidderys Mill, had been mortified, in 1508, by Janet Elphingjlon, 
relitt of Ricjbard Law/on of Hierigs f, Juftice Clerk, in favour of Sir 
William Linton and his fucceflbrs, chaplains, to the altar of All Saints, of 
St. 7bomas the Apoftle, and St. Apollonia the Virgin, to be built within 

ihe 

* Douglas's Baronage, 264, 265. Pariih Regifters, &c. 
•f Law/on had acquired the fourth part of the lands of Camtno from Janet, daugh- 
ter and cohelrefs of William Baillic of Cammo 7 fpoufe of John Giffbrd, about 1500. 

Nijb. Heraldry, II. yApp. 100. 
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thecoliege church of St. Gilts at Edinburgh. Faffing into lay hands at 
the Reformation, they were porahafed by the Smkh* of GrottbW in 

Nicholas Bannacbtyn, firft Provoft of the collegiate church erf* Cor/tor* 
pbine, to which he was appointed on its foundation in 1429, dying in 
147a, left an anmialrent out of the lands of Kirk Cramond, foF the ex- 
press purpofe of celebrating mafles for the folds of him and the future 
mailers of Corjhrpbine Pronroftry, on the 14th of June annually. Foe 
the better fecuring this mortification, the terms of the donation were en* 
graven on a ftone, fixed- into the eaft waif of the chancel of the collegia 
ate church of Corjtorpkine, where if ftiH remains j this piece of ground, 
which long retained the name of the Prieft's Acres, belonged in 1630, to 
one Margaret Jo*fi*, and is now the property of Sir Jdbn Inghs of Cra- 
m&nd. 

When perfcns of landed property firft began to be denominated froflfc 
ttetfpofleffions, a considerable eftatem this parkb, particularly about 
Over and Netber Cratmnd, belonged to a family who thence Ailed them- 
feltfes Cramond, or de Cramond, and bore for arms, Az. a bend Q. be* 
tween three pelicans feeding their young, Ar. Among the writs belong- 
ing to the mortification of Craigcrwk, is a tranfumpt of a charter of con- 
firmation, granted by Alexander Section, Knt. Maftet of the houfe of Tor- 
pbicUn, of the order of St John of Jerufakm, of the kingdom eSSeetiand, 
confirming a charter granted by Jttbn de Cramend, to Thomas de Cranumd, 
his fon, of two oxengates of land in the tenement of Cramond and 
Clairbarjlottn, within the conftabulary of Edinburgh^ and which two 
oxengates of land Simon, the foa of Nicol, goodfire to the laid John, gave 
to William the Cotrftarble hi* father, in marriage with Agnes his mother, 
of which two oxengates of land," one oxengate wkh the toft and croft, 
lies oa the S. part of the faid town of Cramond, in the E. of Rutherfield, 
in three pieces, and the other oxengate fie* m the E. part of the faid 

G arable 

* Ex informal Jo. I fig lis, Eq. Bar. 
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arable tend of Cfairbar/taun, between the lands of which WUliam de Cra* 
tnond *, coufin of the faid J*hn % held of the Matter and brethren of the 
houfe of Torpbicben on the S. and the lands of the Abbot and convent 
of St Cohn on the N, to be holden of the faid Matter and biethren of 
Torpbicben, &c. This charter, having the charter confirmed* e&grofled 
of date at Cramond upon the morrow after the feafc of the. body of oujr 
Lord i345i is dated at Templf/tovin in a free court holdjea there, upon 
the Friday next after the feaft of St James the Apoftle the fame year f. 
John df Cramond, mentioned in- the above paper, was one of the prin r 
cipal men. of the county of Edinburgh, yvhen Edward I. of England o*> 
vetrap Scotland* as I find him fubroitting, and doing homage, to that mo* 
©arch, for his lands and poffeffions in this fbire in 1306 \ . ■ ■ ■ T his far 
jpily early acquired e^ten five pofleflfons in the counties of Perth and 
Forfar x and were connected in marriage with feveral of the moft eonfi~ 
derable houfes ixx the nofith* , particularly, with the Keiths great MarU 
fichals of Scotland, and the Movies of Panmurt §. In 1362, Mauritius 
d? Crttmond Hd the. lands of Meikleour in. Perth(hke„ to John Mercers, 
.whofe polterity fiill poffefs the fame fl^ A ion or brother: of this Man* 
ritius, Simon de Cramond, nephew of Sir. William Keith, great Marifchal 
of Scotland, was a Carmelite friar, high* in the estimation, of King Robert 
H. Being fent by thai: monarch to conclude a treaty of peace with 
Charles VI. of France, he was made Bilhop of Poitou in that kingdom-, 
gnd. afterward^ had the honour, of. being raifed, by Pope Gregory XI, to 

* WUlielmus de Cramond is defigned Clericus de Garderoha Domini Regi 's, in a 
charter of John Earl of ' Strathem, A. D. 1278*— —In Rymer*s Fctdera, II. 791, is 
an order from Edward I. to tlte Sheriff of the county* of Dumfries > prohibiting him 
from meddling with the poiTeffions of Williamde Cramond, parfoo of the church of 
Wyncbdurres. 

f The faid charter of confirmation was tranfumed at the infiance ol Richard de 
Cairnes of the Ctmg 9 Lord.o£ the eaft part of Cramond, 30th Jafoi 454. 

% Rymeri Fctdera, II. 1015. 

I Chart* in publ. Arch. 

H Nijbet's Heraldry, L 1M. 
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die high ecclefiaftical dignity of patriarch of Antiocb *. Dempjtcr men- 
tions that this great man was edncated in a Carmelite monaftery at 
Cramond; but, as no fuch foundation exifted here, it is undoubtedly a 
miftake for the monaftery of that order at Jfyeensferry, eftabliftied by 
Dundas of Dundas in 1330. 

The Cramonds having taken up their refidence in the north, gradu- 
ally difpofed of all the property they poflefled in this parifh. Thomas 
de Cramond, who occurs in 1409, was fucceeded in his eftate here by 
Alexander de Cramond of Melgun, who had a charter under the great 
feal of the lands of Clairbarjloun and others in this parifh, pertaining to 
Thomas ; 18th May 1445. His fucceflbr, Thomas Cramond of Melgun, 
had a charter of the lands of Eddrocbat, 21ft Jan. 1472, and had a fon 
and heir, Alexander Cramond, who, aad July 1490, obtained a charter of 
his property here. Dying in] 1516, he was fucceeded by his fon, 
James Cramond of Melgun and AuUbarf, who, in 1541, difpofed of O- 
ver Cramond and Clairbarjloun to William Adam/on of Craigcrook t. 
Thus, the intereft of this once confiderable family ceafed in the 'parifh 
from whence they had been denominated, after a continuance therein 
of upwards of 300 years* 

On a gentle declivity, at the northern extremity of Corftorpbhu Hill, 
and almoft in the center of the pariih, ftands Bamtoun Houfe ; the 
principal part, extending about 70 feet by 40, was built in 1681 by Sir 
Robert Miln ofBafntoun. At the N. W. corner is part of the old man- 
sion of the Lords Bahnerinocb, with the date 1623 on one of the win- 
dows ; adjacent to which on the N. is a chapel built in 1770 by Lord 
and Lady Glenorcby, in which divine worfhip was frequently performed, 
during their reftdence at this place. 

The barony of Over Bamtoun, about the 1400, belonged to a family 

G 2 of 

* Father Hay's Scotia Sacra, 68s, 684. 

f In the public regifters is a charter to Jam* Cramond of Auldbar, and Ifabella 
Erjkim his fpoufe, of the third part of the lands of Ba/duvy, dated 4th June 1527. 
% Writs of the eftates of Bamtoun and Craigcrook. 
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of the mmc 6f Tr><wers(de Turr&as) a, branch of that feated for fo«e 
•centuries at InverleM in this cbanty £ hat a boot- 1450, on the refigoa- 
tion of Nicixtkis Bvrtbwick of Levy, k became the property of <3a*yr 
Crichton+EsLrl of Cahbnefs, and Loud High Admiral of Scotland, who dy- 
ing in .1455* left this barony to his daughter* Lady Janet GricAton* wife 
of Robert, third Lowl Maxwell of Caerlaverock *. Her fetoad foa, George 
Maxwell, h&d Rarntmn fettled upon him, but#he foon fold it to Sir Ar- 
chibald Dundas of Duxdas, in the county of Linlithgow, chief of that ve- 
ry refpettable family ; a family yielding 1 to none in Scotland, whether 
considered in point rf antiquity, or the number of .gjeat cfaacaders it has 
produced, pfeiticakuly in the prefenl century. Sir Artb&s&d dying m 
1479, was faoceeded by his only fon, Join Bttndas of Dxndar, ambafia* 
dor to England w J485* He adhered firmly to the intexeft v£ James lib 
from whom he obtained a iigned patent of the dignity of Earl of Forth ; 
but that TOaforttfttate monarch bein& (lain in an engagement with his 
rebellious fubjedfe before the great teal was appended thereto, the pa- 
tent could never be reckoned valid* He died in 1494, and his fon and ' 
(ucceflbr Sic William Dundas of DwrrfaJ, in 1507, fold Over Sarntoun 
to Sir Robert Barton. 

This Sk Robert Barton dF Over Samtoun was, in 1511, roafter (kipper 
of the great Michael, a femous man ef war built by King James IV. 
trhofe fon afcd fucceflfor James V. in 1524, apposed Sir Robert Comp- 
-trofler erf the Exchequer, and in 1529, *&ifed him to the offices of Lord 
♦High Tpeaftrtrer afScvtiand, and Matter of the Cuinxie Houfc, (i. e. Ge- 
neral -of the Mint.) He acquired a coniiderable fortmne ; and dying in 
1538 t,tt*s fucceeded by his fan, Robert Barton, who haying, previous to 
i^j^married Barbara only daughter and heire&of Sir 'John Mowbray of 
Barnbougle, obtained an ad of parliament to aflame the name and arms 
of Mowbray, and fettled at Barnbougle Cajlle. The fecond fon of that 

marriage, 

* Bougies Peerage, 11a, jift. 

t Ctamyfor#* lives of tbe Offices* of S«e, p* 373* 
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marriage, "fames Mowbray, had Bamtoun affigned to him by his parents- 
in 1548 *, but about 1558, be difpofed of this barony to one Mr Alex- 
ander Macbatt, Advocate, by whom, about 168 0, it was fold to Sit 
James Elpbihjione, third fon of Robert, third Lord Elpbinjione +. 

This, Sir Jame*, being a perfbn of great abilities, and highly favoured 
by king James VL filled many important offices, particularly that of Se- 
cretary of State, which he held from 1598 to 1608. In 1604, he was 
created Lord Balmcrinwb, accompanied his royal Matter into England, 
*nd continued high in favour till 1608, when it being by a ftrange 
-accident dfcfcovered that he had, in 1599, ibrreptkioufly obtained the 
King's hand to a letter addreffed to the Pope & by Ihuffling k among o- 
tber papers lusMajefty w*s to fign, he was deprived of the Secretary's 
place, fentdowuto Scotland, found guilty of high treafon *t St Andrews 
1 2th Mar. 160.9, fentenced to be beheaded, and his whole property ad- 
judged forfeited. However, at the Queen's interceffibn, his life war 
fpaned, 00 condition of his confining himfeif to his own houfe of Balme- 
rmacb, where he died: in 1612. His eldeft fon and fucceflbr, Jobnfc- 
cond Lord Balmerincch, having offended Charles I. by a vigorous oppo- 
fition to hisarbitraiy meafures, was in 1634 committed prifoner to Edin- 
burgh cattle, tried before the Jufticiary, aoth Mar. 1635, and found 
guilty of leafing -making, by a majority of one voice only in a jury pack- 
ed with the utmoft care. Sentence of death was pronounced upon his 
Lordftvip ; but this the Minifters of the Grown durft not venture to carry 
into execution* by reafon of the menaces of his friends to retaliate upon 
them; on which account the King was unwillingly coi^ftrained to remit 
the iniquitous condemnation 5* ko*d Bahnerinocb was perhaps the 
- beft friend the Covenanters had j fupporting them not only with his coun- 

fel* 

* Cart, in publ. Arch. 

t Crawford's Peerage, 32. Douglas's Peerage, 64. 

t Ca/ArwocwTs-ecclefiafticalHiftory, 427. 

§ £»nvf t's Hiftory of his own Times, I. 12. 
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fels and countenance, but alfo fupplying them with large firms of mcmeyv 
by which he irretrievably injured his once ample fortune ; and departing 
ibis life in 1649, was fucoeeded by his only fon, John, third Lord Bah 
merinocb. 

This nobleman was born in 1623, and dying in 1704, set. 82, wasfuc- 
ceeded by his only furviving fon, John, fourth Lord Balmerinocb, who, 
in 1688, in his father's lifetime, was obliged to difpofe of the barony of 
JSarntoun to difcharge part of the debts contracted by his grandfather in 
the feryice of the public. The intereft of this great family thus ceafed 
in this parifh, of which they had been, for nearly a century, the princi- 
pal ornament* 

Barntoun was purchafed by Robert Miln *, one of the farmers of the re* 
venue of Cuftoms and Excife, who, in 1685, acquired the lands of Binny, 
and was created a baronet in 1686 ; but his affairs foon falling into difor- 
der, he was obliged, in 1691, to difpofe of Barntoun to George Hamilton 
of Binny. This gentleman was alfo created a Baronet in 1692; but be- 
ing deeply engaged with Sir Robert Miln, and involved in many intricate 
tranfa&ions, he was foon confirained by his creditors to fell the barony of 
Barntoun, which was purchafed by Lord Jobn Hamilton, Earl uLRuglen, 
the difpofition bearing date 24th Aug. 1698. 

His Lordfhip was brother of James Duke of Hamilton and Brandon, 
tilled in the famous duel with Lord Mobun ; and alfo of Charles Earl of 
Selkirk, to whofe titles he fucceeded in 1 739. He made confiderable 

ad- 

* He and the other farmers were in 1682, fummoned before the Privy Council, 
for an attempt to bribe Lord Hatton the Treafurer Depute (brother of the Duke of 
Lauderdale.) It came out in evidence that the fum of 14,000 merks had been ap- 
propriated for this purpofe, and delivered to Sir William Binny and Mr Miln of Barn- 
toun to give to Lord Hatton, who reje&ed the offer with contempt ; but thefe two 
gentlemen kept the money to themfelves, and made the reft of the farmers believe 
that his Lordfhip had taken it. For this offence Sir William Binny was fined 9C00, 
and Mr Miln 3000 merks, over and above their refpe&ive wares of 14,000 merks in 
which the whole farmers were amerciated. They had alfo been guilty of federal 
unwarrantable e^a&ions. FountainbalPs Decifions, id Aug. 1682. 
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addition* to bis property in this parifh, and dying at Edinburgh 3d T^tc 
1744, aeta. 82, was buried in his vault in Cramond Church. His only 
fon, William Lord Daer and Riccartoun, Captain of a troop of Lord 
Tyrawlefs regiment of horfe, having died in his lifetime at Edinburgh 
20 Feb. 1742 acta. 46 *, he was fucceeded in his title of Ruglen, and in 
his extenilve poffeffions* by his eldeft daughter, Lady Anne Hamilton^ 
countefs of Ruglen, boriv 5th -<<£. 1698. Her ladyfhip married William 
the fecond Earl of March, bj whom (he had one fon, William, the pre* 
£bnt Duke of S^ueenjberry, Earl of March and. Ruglen t and Baron Dou- 
glas of jimbrejbury.. 

1° l 77°r bis Grace fold Barntoun to John, Vifcount Glenorcby, only 
furviving foa of John third Earl of Breadalbane ; but, his Lordfhip did 
not long enjoy thia purchafc, dying here 14th Nov. 1771. He left his 
whole property, in this^paufh, and, a rent-charge of L. iooo per annum,. 
upon the Breadalbane eftate, to his relift, Wilbebnina, Vifcountefs Glen* 
4uxby, a>lady eminently diftinguifhedfor fuperior piety, apparent innn- 
numerable beneficent aftions, for which her ample income could fcarce~ 
ly fuffice.. On this account, as well as from other motives, fhe difpofed 
of her whole property in this parifh in 1785, and died at Edinburgh 17th* 
July I7%6i aeta. 44; leaving the moft confiderablepaxt of her fortune for 
the purpofes of promoting religion, knowledge, and induftry, in both* 
parts of the united, kingdom.-— —Her- Ladyfhip refided occafionally at 
Rarntoun ; but that place had. the honour of being for fome years 00 
copied by her beautiful, amiable, and accomplifhed niece, the Countefr 
oiSutberlaud. Lady Glenorcby 9 s property was purchafed by William Ram* 
fry, Efq* a confiderahle banker in Edinburgh, and one of the direct- 
tors of the Royal Bank of Scotland, who came to refide here in 1788, and, 
has ever fince paid unremitted attention to the improvement of this place. 

Nether 

* His death was occafioned by a fever, brought on by overheating himfelf at aaaf~- 
fembly, dancing with Mils Blair of Kinfauns, afterwards Lady Gray* 
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Nether Barntoun, fouth caft from hence, was for more than a century 
the property of the Forrefter s* > a branch of the Corjforpbtne family, and 
purchafed about 1590 by the firft Lord Balmerinoch, from James Forrefter 
«>f Netber Barntoun. Craighoufe^ adjoining to both the Bamtouns, be- 
longed to a family of the name of Cairns. Richard de Cairnes of the Craig, 
Lord of the eaft part of Cramond, occurs in 1.454, and James Cairnes of 
Craighoufe occurs 1471. It afterwards became the property of the Logans, 
a branch of the once potent houfe of Reftalrig, and continued, for feven 
generations, in that family, who during this period matched with the 
Halkets oiPitfirran, Woods of Bonington, and Houjlons of Leny. James 
Logan of Craighoufe, Sheriff Depute of the county of Edinburgh, is a wit- 
nefe to a charter of his coufin Sir John Mowbray f dated at Barnbougie 
24th Sep. 151 1. One of his defendants, James Logan of Cowfione, fold 
Craighoufe to the fecond Lord Balrnerinocb, by difpofition bearing date 
nth Mar. 1619+* 

To the N. W. of Barnioun Houfe, «t the diftance of about half a mile, 
is Kings Cramond, alfo belonging to Mr Ramfay. The old houfe was 
built about the year 1640, by Sir John Smiih of Grottbill, the moft con- 
fiderable proprietor in the parilh, and a perfon of no fmall confequence 
in his days. In 1640, he was nominated one of the Sopervifors of the 
Covenant ; in 1641 , the Parliament of Scotland appointed him one of the 
Commiffioners for the Treaty of Rippon ; in 1642, and 1643, he ferved 
the office of Lord Provoft of Edinburgh; and in 1649, he was a Commif- 
fioner for the Excife, and for revifing the laws and ads of Parliament. 
He flourifhed here many years in great fplendour, having a numerous fa- 
mily of children and grandchildren % ; but his affairs at laft falling 

into 

* Cart, in publ. Arch, 6th Mar. 1487, Matthao Forrefter terrarum de Barntoun. 
+ Writs of the eftate of Barntoun. 

% Robert Smith of Sottthjuld, Sir JohrCx eldeft foo, was born 94th Ap. 1631, and 
married 12th -Ay. 165a Etistabetb daughter of — /&£r, Efq. byirhomhehad 

three fons and as many daughters. 
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into diforder, he was obliged, when hear eighty years of age, to difpofc 
of his extenfive property in this parilh, in different lots. 

The houfe and lands of Kings Cramond were parchafed, in 1672. by 
Sir JobnToung<X. Leny in this pariih, one of the fanners of the revenue, 
who dying in 1690, was fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Archibald Toung of 
Leny. He died unmarried in 1694, and the eftate thereupon devolved 
on his brother Thomas Toung of Leny\ but he did not long keep pof- 
feffion of Kings Cramond, which he fold, the fame year, to Thomas Gibfon, 
ene of ihe principal clerks of Seffion, fon of Sir John Gib/on of Pentland. 
In 1697, this eftate was purchafed from him by John Mackenzie, alfo 
one of the principal clerks of Sefiion, who, in 1707, had his property in 
this parifli ere&ed into a barony, to be called the barony of Cramond. 
Removing to Delvin in Perth/hire, which he had acquired in 1705 from 
the Earl of Nortbejk, he, in 1 707, difpofed of Cramond to Lord Charles 
Ker, Director of the Chancery, (fecond fon of Robert Marquis o£ Lothian,) 
by whom, in 17 18, this barony was fold to the Earl of Ruglen, and has ever 
fince remained annexed to Barntoun ;., Since that period, the houfe of 
Kings Cramond has been occupied by different tenants j by Robert Dun- 
das of Arnijloun, thefirft Prefident of "the Seffion of that family ; Baron 
Edlin of the Exchequer; James fVatfon of Saugbton ; Sir John Sinclair of 
Longformacus ; and, for 32 years preceding 1 792, by the author's father *, 

H who 

* John, fcventh fon of Jafper Wood, of Warrijloun and Curriehill in the County 
of Edinburgh, a property he inherited from his mother, Marion, daughter and heirefs 
f J a/per Johnfton of Warrijloun, elder brother (as is prefumed) of James Johnfton 
of Twickenham in Middle/ex, Secretary of State for Scotland, Ambaflador from King 
William to the Elector of Brandenburgh ; and fon of Sir Archibald Johnfton of War- 
rijloun, King's Advocate, Lord Regifter of Scotland, and one of CromwelPs Lords of 
Parliament, whofe character is accurately drawn by his nephew Burnet, the noted 
Bifhop of Salifbury, in thefirft volume of the Hiftory of his own Times, p. l&v 
Mr Wood died at Edinburgh 2d March 1792, aeta. 76, leaving one furviving fon, 
the author of this volume, by his wife Ifabel, daughter of John Pbilp of Greenlaw, 
in the County of Edinburgh, fitter and coheirefs of James Pbilp of Greenlaw, Judge 
of the High Court of Admiralty of Scotland. 

Of this laft mentioned gentleman, my uncle, I beg to be indulged in faying a few 

word*. 
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who during that long period enjoyed in a high degree the regard and ef- 
teem of the neighbouring gentlemen, never having had the flighted diffe- 
rence with any of them. Very large additions and confidcrable altera- 
tions are now making to this houfe, which is deftined for the refidence 
of George Ram/ay Efq. banker in Edinburgh, eldeft fon of William Ram- 
Jay of BarntQun. 

The name, Cramond Regis, clearly indicates this place to have beera 
once the property of the Crown. From feveral charters in the Regi- 
fter Office* and in the pofleflion of the proprietors of Barntoun anjl Brae- 
bead, it appears that the royal domains in this quarter were, at varioys 
periods, parcelled out among different perfons. The following are the 
titles of a few of the charters and other writs refpe&ing thefe lands : 

* 39 if i6 fcbf Carta Willielmi Naper, de terris quondam Symonis Rede 
militis, infra territorium de Crgqiont Regis. 

words* He was born at Edinburgh 9th Feb. 1716, ftudied the law at Leyden, com- 
xnenccd Advocate in 1739, and praftifed at the bar till 1746, when he was appointed 
Judge of Admiralty. He diligently executed the duties of that office, his decifions 
being remarked for their equity, juftice, and impartiality, till his death ift May 
1782, a period of 36 years, without receiving one Hulling of falary from the public* 
although his proportion of the fees of court, Sentence money &c. ditf not, on an ave- 
rage, amount to X. 70 per annum, a moft mameful and inadequate allowance for a 
Judge ! Of this, the prefent adminiftration were fo fenfible, that fhortly after their 
eftablifhmcnt, a felary of X. 400 a year, was, by a& of Parliament (26 Geo* III. 
cap. 47.) fettled on the Judge of Admiralty. This neceffary ftatute could aot, 
however, but excite a train of mortifying reflections in the minds of the relations, 
an4 particularly of the heirs, of Mr Philp \ of whom it may be faid, without parti- 
ality, that his fervices were fully as meritorious, and as deferving of a recompenfe 
from the public, as thole of any judge in the kingdom, efpecially when it was ac- 
knowledged that in probity and integrity he was excelled by none. In confequence 
of this cruel negleft of government, an ample perfonal fortune he inherited from his 
father w** reduced to a mere trifle ii fypjporting the dignity of his ftation ; a cir- 
cumftgnce that will not be wondered at, wl^en the exceffive advance in the price qf 
living, and the fcijl in $e value of money, that toofc place of late years, are confidcred, 
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147 1, 17 Junii, Carta Willielmi Rule de Craumeund, fabriyde terra in 
villa de Cramond Regis, 

1471, 18 Junii, Carta Jacobi Carnis etJponfa % terrarum de Cramont Re- 
gis et de Craghous. 

1475, 22 April. Carta Thomse Mowbray de Cammo, de terris in territo- 
ry de Cramond Regis. 

1499, 27 May, Retour, John Skinner heir to Thomas Skinner of the lands 
of Cramond Regis. 

1507, 17 May, Safine to James Logan, of certain lands in Cramond Regis. 

1508, 2 Aug. Carta Davidis Logy, nepotis et beeredis Joannis Logy en le 
Queensferry, de tenendria terra in Cramond Regis. 

1 51 7, 17 April Carta Jacobi Logan in Leith ei JonetSc Crawford ejus 
Jponfec, terrar. de Cramond Regis et de Craghous. 

1 526, 8 Dec. Carta Walteri Chapman de Everland, terrarum Regis le 
King's Medow vocat 9 . 

1527, 9 Jan. Carta Jorietae Wod, fihee Willielmi Wod de Bondyngtoun, 
terrar. de Cramond Regis et de Clairbarftaun. 

1536, 2 Sept. Carta Joannis Murray Barbetonforis terrar. regis vocat. 
King's Medow. 

1569, 10 March, Charter of James Lvoingjlone, portioner of Cramond 
Regis, to James Cor Jane. 

1574, 8 Feb. Carta Joannis Wardlaw, de terris de Dubhoufe in Cra- 
mond Regis jacen.* 
So numerous and fo various indeed were the families having intereft 

here, that it is fcarcely poffible to give a particular enumeration of them. 

The principal proprietors of Cramond Regis were the Cramonds of 

Cramond, Mowbrays of Cammo, Logans of Craigboufe, and Logies of Z*. 

giejland, which laft family fubfifted here nearly two centuries. In 16*0, 

part of the lands of Cramond Regis came, by purchafe from John Eijlon 

writer in Edinburgh, into the pofleffion of one Robert Smith, who mar- 

H 2 ried 

* The reddendo in mod of the charters is unurn denarium ufualis moneta, nomine aU 
lafirm*) fipetatur tantum. 
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ued ^;wv Primro/e; and his fan and heir, Sir Jobn Smith of GrotibiU, 
already mentioned, became, by feveral fubfequent purchafes, the raoft 
conilderable heritor of the parifh* 

In 1620, Sir Patrick Hamilton of Little Pre/ton acquired a good effete 
in Cr amend Regis*, which he enlarged kt 1643, by purchasing half of the 
lands of Cammo, Everland, &c. Dying in 1662, he was fucceeded by 
his {on, Patrick Hamilton of Little Pre/Ion, who, in 1694, fold his whole 
property in this parifh to Alexander Howifon of Braebead, and John Men- 
zies of C ammo ^ 

Weft .from Kings Gramond, is the village of Upper or Over Cramond, 
in which is a houfe and fmall property belonging to Mr Robert Spot/wood, 
who has exercifed the profeflion of a furgeon in a flulful and humane 
manner in this neighbourhood, (his medical practice extending over 
great part of theadjacent country) for above forty years,, after having ferv- 
edfome time in the Royal Navy. He was particularly noticed by the late 
Earl ofHopetoun+wbo retained him at an annual falary to attend his houfe* 
hold and numerous tenantry about Hoptt&un Houfe, a duty he. ftill punc- 
tually performs ; and he has, fince 1774, gratuitoufly executed with dif- 
cernment and impartiality the troublefome office of Kirk Treafurer. of 
this parifh*.. 

Wbiteboufe, aifo in the fame village, belonged about. 161$ to David 
Primro/e, uncle of Lord Regiflqr Primroje ; he died in 1651, and his 
fon, James Primroje of Wbiteboufe, in i676difpofed of his property here 
to William Corfi, writer in Edinburgh, who died in 1690. His Ton, and 
fucceflbr, John Corfe, in 1699 f( >W Wbiteboufe to John, Menzies of Cammo i 
who removed hence after felling Cammo, in 17,10. But even this humble 
retreat he was not long allowed to pofifefs, being obliged to difpofeof it 
in 1719; to his fon-in-law, George Edie Writer to the Signet, who died 

in 

* Mr Spot/wood communicated to me a number of important and valuable obfer- 
vations relating to the parifh j and he was at die trouble of getting the population of 
this diftrift exactly ascertained in 1792, for the purpofe of enabling me to give an ac- 
* curate flatement of that important article. 
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io- 17*50, and the fame year his fon David Edie fold IVhitehoufe to David 
Stracban merchant in Ltitb' r who died in 1772; His. fon and fucceffor 
John Strackonoi Wbitehoufe died in 1774,. and 1 the truffees of his chil- 
dren difpofing of this place in 1776, to Lady Glenorcby, it has ever fince v 
followed the fate oi Barntoun. Wbitehoufe is at prefent occupied by Mrs 
Erfkinei reli&of my late efteemed acquaintance John Er/kine, Efq. Ad- 
vocate *, fon of Lord Alw. 

Not far from the weft end of the village of Upper Cramond, is Braebend,. 
the refidence of Mrs Howifon; the lands belonging to which extend to* 
Gramond. Bridge, andfrom thence along the river to Camrno* Part of this 
property, it is faid; was beftowed by one of the Kings of Scotland, upon 
a huftmndman-of the name of Hbwijbn, on account of eifential fervices 
rendered to his Majefty. Tradition relates, that the King, hunting in 
the neighbourhood, was attacked by a gang ofrgipfiesor robbers, who 
were proceeding to ufe him veiy roughly, when the above mentioned 
perfon, threfhing- grain in a barn hard by, alarmed by his- Majefty *s cries,, 
run tohk affiftance with his flail, and exerted that weapon fo manful- 
ly as to put the rogues to flight.. 

Whether the above tradition is foundfed on truth, or at what time the ■* 
affair happened, cannot now be afcertained. The oldeft charter thar 
I have ken ofxhs Howifon family is one in the public regifters, bearing: 
date 1 5th June 1470, to James Howifon fon and heir ofjtbn Howifon bur- 
gefs of Edinburgh, confirming to him a charter of Richard Cairns of 
Cmighouf* dated 1 19th Jp\ 1465, of the lands of Langbaugb and Holme* 
dow, wkh their pertinents, lying in the town and territory of Cramond" 
Regis, betwixt the lands of Thomas de Cramond, John Skynar, other 
lands belonging, to .the fold Richard. Cairns, and lands belonging, to the 

faid' 

* He was born joth Dec 1758, ftudiedthe law in the Temple tit London andiou 
Edinburgh Umve&ty, where he proceeded M. A. in 17)8* In 1781 be was called 
to t^e bar, . in .1 790 appointed .Clerk to the Commiflary Court, and dying in the life* 
time of his father at Edinburgh 16th Jan. 1792, seta. 35, was buried with his ances- 
tors in the chancel of the church ofA/va* 
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&id James flQwifoi? t on the $. and the river <lm*# qr the N. fo it is e- 
Tident from thence (hat the fiowi/qns had property in Qramond Regit 
even prpv|qus to 1465. An opinion prevails, that the lands of jSraebead arc 
held by the tenure of attending $t Qramond bridge, with a bafon of wa- 
ter an4 a nap&n every tiiqe the King of Scotland paflfes i( t fpr hU Ma- 
jefty to wafh his hands if fo inclined ; b\it ypon £p examination of the 
charters it appears, that the reddendo is " Servifium kiVQcri, in nomix* 
nlba firvta? which means nothing more th*m giving a bafon by way 
Of qijk-.rept, without any ftipffction of attendance *t Cramnd bridge. 

The livwijhns of firaebead are by far the iwft ancient family in the 
P^rilh, having fubfifted there ypwarcjs of 320 ye^.rs, a longer period 
than 9»y other of the nuraerpijs family that hjive had intereft in this 
4iilriA fcw done. Alexander Howifan of Braebead, the irintfi in 4c- 
fcen,t from Jawts JfowiJbn meotiprjcid in the charter of 1470, augment 
ted bis property in this; pfcrifli »n 1694, by pwrcbafipg part of Sir Patrick 
Hamilton'* eftate, ^i\4 <fe4 i $th -4^- *7§3, *ta. $3. #is ehteft farvivipg 
fon, Williqm Hawifon of Br*pb*a4% died of ftp apGpk&ic fit on his wsy 
home from Cramond church, 20th F*6. 17?$, aeta, (Sj. Ho married Aferw 
garet dawghte*; tf Jfbn MitfM oi AH^Jlone, by wh#ra he w&s father 
of ^oft* Uq^ifon of Brafhead, the laft rjiaje heir of this family, who 
died J?th ilftfjp 1787 seta. 74, leaving only two cfcvgbten by his wife 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Crawford of Crawfbrdland * in 4torjh\re y wi- 
dow of William Fairly of Fairly jn the fen*e county. * # Tb« eldest daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth Howifbn 9 W9S married in 1777 to the Rev. James Moody* 
one of the miuifters of Pertb, who is now } Jure uxor is, proprietor of Brae** 

bead. 

* This family of Crawford of Crawfordland is remarkable for the circumftance 
of having produced ten fucceflive generations of the name of John, who inherited the 
eftate without the intervention of a collateral branch. The laft proprietor, Lieu- 
tenant Col. John Waliinjbaw Crawford of Crawfordland, diftinguifhed himfelf at the 
battles of Bettingen and Fontenoy, and in Ameri$a ; and died at Edinburgh in Feb. 
1793; *ta. 72, unmarried. The reprefentation thereupon devolved upon his aunt, 
Mrs Howi/bn of Braehead ; but the eftate, in virtue of a deed executed by himfelf, 
became the property of Meflrs. Coutts and Go. Bankers in London* 
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bead. The arms of this antient family are Argent a heart, proper, on a 
chief, Azure three fleurs de lis, Or ereft, a "dexter hand, erect and 
extended, couped at the wrift, proper- Motto, Surfum corda. 

South weft from Braebead. in an elevated fituation on the eaff fide of 
Leny Hill, ftands the houfe of Ca?nmo, now called New Saughton, the 
property and refidence of Charles Watfon y of Saugbton in the parifli of 
Corjlorpbine, chief of the name in Scotland. New S aught on is a com- 
modious manfion, built in 1693 by John Menzies of Cammo, command* 
ing a remarkably fine view of the windings of the Amon, among fteep- 
and woody banks, as alfo of the Frith of Forth. Extenfive tra&s of va- 
luable and well grown timber adorn this eftate, particularly on the fide 
of the river ; and the grounds about the houfe are laid out in a very or- 
namental ftile by the prefent proprietor, a gentleman not more refpec- 
table for bis extenfive poflefiipos and fplendid conne&ions* than for 
unaffe£ed kindnefs and hofpitality to his friends. 

The charter recited at p. 49, narrates that in 1 345, part of the eftate 
qf "Thomas de Cratnond in this parifti was bounded on the north by lapd* 
belonging to the Abbot and convent of Incbcolm. Thefe lands appear 
evidently to have been thofe of Catnmo ; for in the indenture of ex- 
cambion in the pofieffion of Mr Watfon, entered fcito between Robert de 
Cardnty Bifhop of X>unkeld on the one part, and John de Nudre 
(Niddery) and William de Ntfdre his fon and heir on the other part, 
noticed at p. 45, it is mentioned that Bifhop Cardney poflcfted Cammo 
heritably, in virtue of an excambion and contraft of fale from John y Ab- 
bot oilncbcdm. By the indenture which is dated at Auchtertool in 
Fife 30th March 1409, the Bifhop, with cqnfent of the I}ean and 
Chapter of Dunkcld, gaye ^nd granted to John de Nudre, his heirs and 
affigns, all: and whole his lands of Cambow, within the County of £- 
dinburgh, with all pertinents and privileges thereto belonging,, among 
whieh that of mercbeta muHerum is fpecially included. In exchange,, 
Nudre granted arid refigned for ever to the faid Riftjop, and {11$ fucceflbrs 
in the fee of Dunkeld, his tower fituated within the church town of Cm- 

mondj 
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mon d, all the lands, crofts, and pieces of ground to him belonging within 
the barony of Kirk Cramond, and annual rents extending to 30s. Sc. pay- 
able out of divers poffeffions there, as particularly fpecified in the note 
at p. 45 and 46. 

Robert Niddery of Cammo, probably fon of William de Nudre before 
mentioned, dying without male iffue, the extenfive property belonging 
to t>im in this parifli was divided among his four daughters, one of 
whom, Elizabeth Niddery, married William Mowbray, a fon of the once 
potent family of that name long feated at Barnbougle caftle. Their 
fon and fucceflbr, Thomas Mowbray, upon the refignation of his mother, 
obtained from Thomas, Bifhop of Dunkeld, a fafine of Cam mo, bearing 
date 26th July 1463 *j and in 1475, ^ e h a( * a charter under the great 
feal, of all the lands and pertinents that belonged to her within the ter- 
ritory oi Cramond Regis \. Alexander Mowbray \ heir to Thomas, fuc- 
ceeded in 1506, and James Mowbray \ heir to Alexander, in 1513. This 
James, and Janet Lauriflon his wife, obtained a charter of Cammo, fau 
t&SihJuly 1540, add he dying in 1574, was fucceeded by his fon 
Thomas Mowbray of Cammo, who married Dorothea, daughter of 
— Houjloun of Houjloun, and made a refignation of thefe lands in favour 
of John Mowbray his fon, and Alifon Logan wife of the faid John, 18th 
June 1591. This John did not long furvive, as he died 5th June 
x 593» leaving an infant fon and heir, John Mowbray of Cammo, 
who married Margaret, fitter of Thomas Young of Leny. In 1637, 
he fold Cammo, after it had been nearly two centuries in his fami- 
ly, to William Wilkie merchant in Edinburgh, defcended from an anti- 
ent and knightly family, which ftill fubfifts at Fouldean in Berwick- 
(hire. He mdrried Alifon Living jlone % and had a fon and fuccef- 
for, James Wilkie, in whofe favour he refigned the lands of Cammo, by 

charter 

* In Mr Watfon's charter cheft, which contains a numerous and valuable collec- 
tion of charters and other papers, relating to his extenfive property in different parts 
of Scotland. 

t Cart, in publ. Arch. 
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charter, dated 24th Mar. 1640. This James Wilkxe of Cammo died in 
1651, having married Catherine, daughter of Thomas JToungof Liny, 
by whom he had a fon, sWiUiam Wilkie, bora 5th 061. 1649, who died in 
his infancy, and two daughters, Agnes and Rachel; the fed of whom, a 
pofthumous child, born 26th Feb. 1652, became fole heirefs to her fa- 
then She married, 13th Mar. 1679, John Menzies, of Coulter allers in 
the county of Lanark, Advocate, and dying in 1688, asta. 37, left 
Cammo to her faid hufband, by whom ihe had three fons and four daugh- 
ters. He made purchases of ft veral lands in this parifh, and built the 
prefent houfe of New Saugbton j but his affairs becoming involved, he 
was obliged to retire to the more humble manfion of Wbiteboufe, and to* 
difpofe of Cammo, which he did in 17 10, to Sir John Clerk of Pennycuick, 
Bart, one of the Barons of the Exchequer in Scotland, a gentleman 
whofe antiquarian knowledge has been much and juftly celebrated. He 
gave confiderable affiftance to Gordon in compiling the Itinerarium Septcn* 
trionak; in which it is mentioned, that " among all the collections of 
44 Roman Antiquities in Scotland, that of Barpn Clerk juftly claims the 
44 preference both as to number and curiofity, and it would require a trea- 
44 tife to defcribe them/ 9 His long refideftce at Camtno, and his connec- 
tion with Sir John Inglis, were the means of enriching his mufeum with 
innumerable coins and other remains of antiquity found at Cramond. 

In 1726, upon the death of his father, he removed to his paternal 
feat of Pennycnick, and fold Cammo for the fum of L. 4333 : 6 : 8. to 
John Hog, of Ladykirk in Bernick/hire *, (nephew of Sir Roger Hog of 
Harcarfe in the fame county, Senator of the College of Juftice.) Thife 
gentleman was efteemed, not only by ftrangers, but even by his own fa- 
mily, to be poflefled of great wealth ; a report he took care not to dif- 
countenance, as he gave his eldeft fon John an expend ve education, in 

I which 

* He had purchafed the barony of Ladykirk, for 1. 8122 : 18s. and his fon difpo- 
fed of it in 1739, kr £.-7652 : 10s. being 22t years purchafe of the free rent, to 
William Robert/on Efq. whofe grandfon, of the fame name, is the prefent proprietor 
of that valuable eftate. 
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which foreign travel was included, bred him to no profeflion, and fpent 
a confiderable fum in an unfuccefsful attempt to procure him a feat in. 
Parliament for the Kingbom diftrift of boroughs. In 1 736, the young 
gentleman paid his addreffies to Barbara, fecond daughter * of Sir Cbrifi 
topber Mvjgrave, of Edenball in Cumberland, Knight of the fhire for 
that county, a young lady of great beauty but of fmall fortune, her por- 
tion being only L. 1000; and he, upon that occaiion, applied to his fa- 
ther to make fettlements. To this requifition old Mr Hog confentrag with 
great readinefs, made out a ftatement of his affairs, from whence it ap- 
peared that he had a clear yearly income of L. 700, all which he gave 
up to his fori, referving for himfelf the life- rent oiCammo, and upon the 
faith of this ftatement the marriage was concluded, in 1736. But foon 
afterwards the young gentleman came to difcover that he bad been moft 
cruelly impofed tfpon by his father, who, fo far from having L. 700, as. 
he alledgjed, had fcarcely L. aoo a year. In confequence of this crueL 
and unaccountable deception, young Mr Hog was quickly obliged to dif-, 
pofe of his whole landed property, and died in Jamaica m 1744, leaving 
his wife, and four infant daughters, in a veFy deftitute condition fi 
e The barony of, Cammo was purchafed, in 1741, for the fum of 
Z. 4*5* : xos. by James Watfon, of Sjaugbton, in the parifti of Cor/lorpbine, 
a gentleman of an ample, fortune, and head of a family yielding to none : 
in Mid Lothian in antiquity, and to very few in extent of property. He 
thought proper to change the name of this barony, Cammo, into thelefs 
harmonious appellation of New Saugbton, and died 26th Dec. 1778, 
10 the 6<jLth year of. his age. He married at Hopetoun Houfe 13th Jar 
nuary 1737, Lady Helen Hppe, daughter of. Charles firft Earl of Hope- 
toun, by. whom he bad feveral children, and was fucceeded by his on- 
ly furvivkig fon,. Charles, Watfon of Saugbton f: then Captain of the. 

Grenadier 

* Grand daughter of Sir. John Chardin^ the famous oriental traveller. 

f Mrs Hog> however, was foou relieved from that difagreeable fituation,/by her 
marriage (9th Aug. 1749,) to the Right Hon. John Idle, Lord Chief Baron of the Ex- 
chequer in Scotland* One of her daughters by Mr Hog, was married in 1787 to the 
Rev. ——Howard,, brother of Jobn.Eaxl of Suffolk and Btrhfbirc. 
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Grenadier company of the 25th regiment of foot. At the clofe of the 
American war, he quitted the army; and having married lady Margaret 
Carnegie, daughter of George 6th Earl of Northejk, had hy that excel- 
lent lady,, who died, greatly lamented, at Edinburgh 15th Mar. 1793, 
three fons, and two daughters *. 

Weft from New Saughton, lie the lands ofLeny, (by far the moil exten- 
five barony in this diftrid), the property of William Hope Weir Efq. whofe 
noble feat of Craigieball (lands on the oppofite bank of the Amon, in Bah 
tneny parifh. A confiderable part of this barony, efpecially along the 
river, is low meadow ground, from whence perhaps the name is taken, 
Leana or Leannab fignifying, in the Gaelic, a meadow. This low fitua^ 
tion expofes the land to the disadvantage of being overflowed in fpeats, 
by which the grain and manure on the ground are not unfrequently 
floated away, to the no fmall prejudice of the farmers, who, however, 
could eafily avoid all fuch damage, by removing their crops, as foon as 
cut, to the higher grounds. Near Craigieball, the channel of the rive'r 
becomes rocky and contracted, with high and well wooded banks, a- 
domed with pleafant walks. Here the Amon forms a cafcade of about 
fix feet in perpendicular height, below which, in 1757, the father of the 
prefent proprietor built a Hone bridge of one arch, the chord of which is 
48 feet, and the height above the water 38 feet. As the whole is exe- 
cuted in a ruftic ftile, and the fpring of the arch concealed by the wood 
that prof ufely covers the banks on each fide, this bridge has the appear- 
ance of a natural rock perforated f. 

I 2 On 

* Writs of the Eftate, Seffion Papers, Parifli Regifters, &c. As the molt confider- 
ahle part of Mr Watfoitt property lies in the parifh of Corftorphine f where his ances- 
tors refided for more than three centuries, I have not enlarged further on his family 
in this place, fince I propofe, if I meet with any encouragement, to treat of that dif- 
triA in a feparate publication. 

f Of this pleafing objeft, there are two views engraved, though both of them are 
very far from doing juftice to the beauties of this delightful (bene ; 1. A view in the 
gardens of Craigieball the feat of the Hon. Charles Hope Weir, Jobn Hope (his ion) 
delin. 1762, Jobn Brown fculp. 4to # Thia was taken from the weft point of Venus 

ifland, 
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. On the north flope of Leny Hill, dire<My over agaiaft CraigiebaU, the 
late Mr Hope laid out a deer park, bounded on the upper part by a broad 
terrace walk, in the center of which he built a belvidere above 30 feet 
in height, and 28 in diameter, commanding a noble profpedl of his ex-. 
tenfive domains, and fronting the north. On this fide is a portico fup- 
ported by four pillars, having on the pediment his grandfather the 
Marquis of Annandale's arms, and above them thefe well known line* 
of Horace* 

Dum Ucet, in rebus jucundis, vive beatus y 

Vive memor quamfs avi brevis. 
The apartments of this pleafant edifice are furniflied with real antique 
buds, figures, and inferiptions, brought from Italy by the late proprie- 
tor, whofe tafte in the fine arts was well known. 

To tbe eaftward of the belvidere, in former times, ftood a chapel, 
(founded probably by one of the Sinclair* of Rqflin^ a family diftin- 
guiflied for liberality to tbe church ;) fome veftiges of which were to be 
traced within thefe forty years, and its ruins form a fmall barrow, ftill 
called the Chapel-know. On the top of this barrow is a large done, 
brought from Lenypatb, about 8 feet in height and 10 in circumference, 
now broke into two. S. from the belvidere is a dove-cote, with the 
date 1598, having near k a deep well, cut with great labour through a 
ftratum of (lone, both forrherly belonging to the manfion houfe of the 
Toungs of Leny. Of this feat no remains are now left, as it was pulled 
down when that family removed to King's Cramond, and the materials 
fold and taken away to build the houfe of Ingliftoun, two miles S. W. 
from hence. 
It appears that, in 1384, Leny constituted part of the extenfive pof- 

fieflions 

ifland, (fo called, from a leaden caft of the Venus dt Medici therein), and reprefents 
the bridge, with the waterfall and bathing houfe above it, appearing through the 
arch. 2. The bridge at Craigiebatt, John Hope delin. 1765, J. Taylor fculp. 4to. 
taken above the bridge. 
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feffions of Sir Henry Sinclair tfRoJlin, Earl of Orkney, and Duke of O/rf- 
enburgb, from his granting an annualrent of 20 merks out of the lands of 
Leny, to Sir James Sinclair of Longformacus, 7th ^fl* that year. This 
grant was confirmed by his fon Henry, 2d Earl of Orkney, 20th Feb. 
4418 *; loon after which it would feem that he difpofed of the barony of 
Leny, fince there is> in the public regifters, a charter to Edward Cricbton 
of Xrealboufe % proceeding on a charter made to him by George Cricbton, 
ion and heir of Stephen Gricbton of Cairm, of all and whole his lands r 
lying within the village of Lanying, in the barony of Cramond, within 
the. county of Edinburgh % to be holden of the laid George, dated 2d OcH 
1427 f . In the courfe of that century, the barony of Leny was divided 
into two jnpieties> as appears from a charter to Jibn Hwftoun dtHouflouw 
in the county of Renfrew, dimidietatis de Lany, dated 14th Nov. 1468* 
This antient and knightly family, an account of whom may be feen in 
Cravtford's Hiftory of Renfrew/hire, p* loz— a05, continued in poffeffion 
of that moiety for the fpace of two centuries, as it was not till nth 
June i683, that it was difpofed of, by Sir Patrick Houjloun of Hob/loan; 
for the ftun of h. ^638 : 17 : 9r to Sir John Toungoi Leny J. 

With^ regard ta the other moiety of the barony of Leny, it wa* long^ the 
property of a family of the name of Bortbwick, fince Nicholas de Bortb* 
wick obtained a charter of the lands of Leny, on the refignation oi George 
Cricbton oi Cairns, Lord High Admiral of Scotland, dated i&Jpr. 1450. 
John Bortbwick of Leny, fuccefibr of Nicholas, fold his property here to 
Stephen Bortbwick, Burgefs of Edinburgh, Margaret Macrerick his 
fpoufe, and James Bortbwick bis fon and heir ;.* who thereupon had a 
charter under the great feal, dated 14th Feb. 1490, of the half of Over*- 
Leny, extending to ten merks of land, and alfo of the half of Nether 
Leny, likewife extending to ten merks of land, at that time occupied by 
Janet Cricbton, widow of Andrew Cricbton $. Eleazar Rprthwtck, the* 

laft- 

* Douglas's Baronage, 249. 

f Douglas's Peerage, 112. 

X Cart, in publ. Arch, and writs of the eilate.- 

§ Cart, in publ. Arch. 



laft-of that name who had intercft here, was one of the inqueft on the fer- 
Tice of John Mowbray of Cammo, 28th Apr. 1614, and fhortly after- 
wards difpofed of his half of the lands of Nether Leny to John Toung, 
writer, Sheriff Clerk of Edinburgh, whofe filler, I/obel Toung, fpoufe of 
Robert Peirfoun Flelher in Canongate, was proprietor of the half of Over 
Leny. John Toung died in 1622, having, in 1620^ fold the half of Nether 
Leny to Thomas Toung, writer to the Signet, who, in 1623, acquired the 
half of Over Leny from Mrs Peirfoun *. He%narried Margaret, lifter of 
Sir Archibald Primro/e of Carrington, Lord Regifter of Scotland, by 
whom he had fifteen children ; and dying about 1 654, was fucceeded by 
his ^ldeft foil, Sir John Toung of Leny, born 3d Dec. 1624. Sir John 
was for many years one of the Farmers of the Cuftoms and Excife of 
Scotland; and in 1668, acquired the other moiety of the barony of Leny 
from Sir Patrick Houftoun ; by which} and by feveral other purchafes, par- 
ticularly, of Kings Cramond, he became the moft confiderable heritor in 
the pariih. He married Mary, daughter of Sir Thomas Hope of Kerfe, 
by whom he had thirteen children ; and died in 1690, acta. 66, leaving 
his affairs deeply involved. His eldeft fon and fuccefibr, Archibald 
Toung of Leny, born 15th Dec. 1665, died unmarried in 1694, seta. 29, 
and was fucceeded by his brother Major Thomas Toung, who, the fame 
year, difpofed of the whole barony of Leny, for the fum of L. 5777 : 15s. 
6|d, to his kinfman Archibald Primro/e of Dalmeny, afterwards Earl of 
Rofeberry f . 

His Lordftiip entailed Leny on his fecond fon, Everingbam Primro/e; 
but that young gentleman dying foon thereafter, this barony was, in 
1698, fold to Andrew Myrton, a wealthy merchant in Edinburgh, de- 
scended 

* Writs of Cammo and Leny. This family, however, had fome intereft in the 
parifh previous to 2620; for there is in the public regifters a charter to Thomas 
Toung, Writer to the Signet, of a fourth part of the lands of Cammo, dated 12th Jan. 
1587. The Youngs of Leny bore for arms, Arg. on three piles, S. as many annulets, 
O. Creft, a dexter arm holding a lance in bend, proper. Motto, Pre/s through. 

f Writs of the barony of Leny, Pariih Regifters, &c. 



tended from the antient family of Cambo in Fife. Mr Myrton, in 1699, 
made purchafe of the adjacent lands of Gogar, in Corjlorphinr parHh, . 
forming, together with Leny, a« fair arid compact property of above 1500 
acres in extent, which*, in *7Qf, was erefted into a barony, to be> called' 
the barony of Gogar /. and he was created a baronet a8th June fame- 
year. Dying about 1716, he was fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Sir Robert r 
Myrton of Gogar, by whom/ in 1744, the lands of Leny were difunited 
from. Gogar, and fold to the Hon. Charles Hope Weiroi Craigieball, then; 
Member of Parliament for the county of Linlithgow, fecond fon of 
Charles firft Earl of Hbpetoun ».. Hb died at Craigieball 30th Dec* 1791, 
acta. 82, and was fucceeded by his eldeft furviving fon, William Hope- 
Weir of Craigieball and Blackwood, theprefentrproprietor. 

The whole of that portion of the parifh, which lies on the weft fide of 
the river Anion, in thp county of Linlithgow, is the property of the Earl 
of Rojebefry, conftituting part of his Lordfhip's well known and much: 
admired park, pleafure ground,, andfermc ornee of Barnbougle. As the: 
barony of Barnbougle lies chiefly in the pariflx of Dalmeny, of which, if 
the prefent work is favourably received, I propofe to treat in; a feparate: 
publication, I will not here enter into the. detail of the uncommon beau- 
ties of thfe delightful park, nor make particular mention of the proprie- 
tors of the barony. On this laft head. I will, at prefent, only obferve, . 
that it was,, for thirteen generations, the property of the illuftrious Nor- 
man- family of Mowbray; the laft of whom, Sir Robert Mowbray of/ 
Barnbougle, was obliged, through, debts and other misfortunes, to difpofe. 
of this noble inheritance in the year 1615,. to Thomas Lord Binning, af- 
terwards created Earl of Haddington, from whofe grandfon John, fourth. 
Earl of Haddington, Barnbougle was purchafed, in 1662, by Sir Archibald: 
Primro/e of Carrington, Lord Regifter of Scotland. From this able ftatef- 

man 

* The lands of Ratbobyres, which had" been purchafed by Mr Hope at a judicial; 
felc, were given, along with about L. 4000, in exchange for Leny* 
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man Barnbougle came by defcent to his great grandfon, Neil, third and 
prefent Earl of Rofcbcrry # . 

There were in this parifh two commons of about J30 acres in extent ; 
but they were divided, by decreet-arbitral of James Balfour of Pilrig , 
Sheriff-depute of the county of Edinburgh, dated 30th Nov. 1762, 
among the proprietors claiming intereft therein. 

Having now completed the tour of the different eftates, I propofe next 
to treat of the ccclefiaftical affairs of this diftriA. 
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I ear the confluence of the Forth and Amon, about ieo yards to the 
fouthward of the village of Nether Cramond, in the midft of an inclofure 
fkirted with well grown trees* Hands Cratnond church, which belongs to 
the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, and the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale. 
In times of Popery and Epifcopacy, it was included in the diocefe of Dun- 
keld, having been originally a tnenfal church of the Bifhops of that fee. 
By the nature of all fuch churches, it was a parfonage of which the Bi- 
ftiop was underftood to be parfon, and, as fuch, entitled to the whole 
tithes of the parifh, which he applied to his own ufe for the fupport of 
his houfehold and table (tnenfa, whence tnenfal) after affigning a fmall 
portion to the vicar ferving the cure, generally one of his domeftic chap- 
lains. Crcmond church was dedicated to St. Columba j in the public regi- 

fiers 

* Charters and other writs of the barony, extending upwards of 450 years back, 
and containing feveral curious and important particulars, the perufal of which was 
rendered doubly interefting by the polite attention of Lord R*feberry 9 who Was at 
the trouble of fele&ing and pointing out fuch papers as in his opinion would prove of 
ufe for this work. 
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iters, is a confirmation* of * dtomr t&k&Mkifr Ctiffbur, vicar of Dunfyrc 
in Lanark/hire, bearing.<Jate itftb Jton. 1^78^ wttettih he grants annual- 
rents extending to Z. 9 : 3s. 8p* tobe tevied from different tenements in 
Edinburgh, the Canongate, and j&flfc*; fflr- the fupport of a chaplain dfo/- 
«a celebranti et inpcrpttum i*hb$a$Uri> annuatim;** t*e partctokl sfltb* of 
St. Colutnba, fituated within the parifli church t>f St. Columba of Nether 
Crawmond; and alfo two «ftt <sf ground lying fri the village of Eajl 
Crnigie, for the building Of ti hoafe to theaforefeid chaplain ; to be held 
in pare and perpetual aim*. Them was alfo aiitthe^altat in this church, 
dedicated , to the Virgin Mary, add the patrbndge of both altar* was 
vefted irt the Mltwbr&ys of Batnbougle. ! 

The prefent church was built in 1656, when it confifted of a bddy f$ 
feet in length by 32 in breadth, with a crofs aile 17 feet broad, ftretch- 
ing 15 feet out of each fide of the main building, and a fteeple at the W. 
end, about 17 feet fquterc, fbrmoutotefd with d fiiort obtufe fpire. In 
2701, there was another aile added to thk N. fide of the church, W. of 
the former one, by the Earl of Cromarty, and the fame year the S. aile 
was lengthened and heightened by Hie Earl of Ruglen. At the E. end 
of the church are two burial plates, ofiife belonging to the family of Toung 
of Leny, and the other to that of Inglis of Cramond ; the laft having a 
Gothic roof of flag ftones. This pact was formerly the choir, and is faid 
to have pertained to the A Wot of Xtobcofou The church is covered with 
blue flate, and in the fteeple h&hgs. a beU, thjis infcribed, Michael 

BURGHERSDYK FECIT ME 1619. SoLI DEO GLORIA*. 

The following are the only itaom»ihei?tt[crefted in memory of perfons 
above the degree of farmers. ' ; 

In a niche, in the weft, wall of .Graqtoyn aile, is a marble buft, 
above whichi^ a fndrt htffei aadltiirffe. Words,, S^BRAHiXJ^Sa^ERAVi; at 
the bottom of the buft, on an entablature, are thefe lines. 

K , ^ r fc ( . # . VERA 

. °*-This%* Waft' tAm«fl kW^%y *b P*rli*^it's fttfdtt, ItotitfAorWto tte pfttUh 
appears from the Seffioa records, 
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V£RA EFFIQIS^PM. 1AC. HCXPT^EJ 
HOPTOPI JL n ILJTIS CELBBERRfMI, 
JETAT. $VJE 47* 
, A.D- MDCLXI. 

And on a, piece of marble fixed into the ftone below, 

HERE LIES THE BODY OF 

SIR JAMES HOPE OF HOPETOUN, 

WHO DECEASED ANNO 1 66 1. 

In the vault belonging to Bamtoun is * leaden coffin without any in- 
fcription, containing the body of John Earl of Selkirk and Ruglen, who 
died 3d Dec. 1744, xta * % 2 > alfo a ftone lying on the ground, thus in- 
fcribed, 

Beneath 

Are the mortal parts 

of 

The Rev. Mr Francis Sktrrijfi 

Firft fettled Minifies 

In 

Lady Glenorcb/s Chapel in Edinburgh.. 

Hb 

Faithful femces there. 

Were 

Short but ufefuL 

Six mpfeth? ho finUEed his labours*, . 

Having borne 

A long illnefs with much fubmiffion > 

fa 

The. triumphant hope o£ die gofpefe 

He 

Died at fiarntoun 

June iath 1778, acta. a8; 

Beflfed is the fervant whom his. Lord (hall find fo doing •** < 

On* 

* In 1787 was publifhed; a"Short Account of the Life, Experiences, and Death, .of 
tL the Rev, Mr Francis Sberrif late Faftor of Lady. Gknorcby& chapd\ ramo 
pp. 60, fnmtwheace.it appears,, that he was bom in 17^ educated, at MfaflQbmrgp 

and 
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On the outfide of the S. wall of the church, near the £. end, is art o- 

val tablet, with a pillar on each fide, bearing this infcription : 

Here lyes 

Alexander Howifim 

of Braehead, who died the 18 

of April 1703, his age 63 years ; 

aMo Martha Young his 

fpoufe, who died the 6th Jan. 

1704, her age 63 years. 

In the church-yard, near the S. wall, is a fquare column, about 7 feet 

in height, and three feet in thicknefs, which appears to have had long 

Latin infcriptions on the N. and £• fides, but the monument being com* 

pofed of very friable ftone, the letters are now quite obliterated. What 

could be made out is, " Magistro Roberto Dalolssio, de Laurjston, 

41 VIRO CLARO, QUI OBIIT 12 OcTOB. 1 662, LtlDQVICUS CRAOIUS BjCCAR- 
" TONENSIS." 

Clofe by this monument, is a large flat ftone, fupported by fmall pil- 
lars, thus infcribed, " Sub boc/axo quiefcit Jana Dalglifia, Joannis Kno~ 
44 xii Pq/lorii Ecclejta qu* Lctba £orcalis, uxor lettijjima, quae fuavi- 
" late morum, otconomia peritia> pictatc erga maritum et libera s, conjlan-* 
" tia etfirmilate anitni in omni far tuna, infigni numinis reverentia pre aliis 
" cminebat. Nat a 6 to Decembris 1641, nupta June 1659, obiit 26 Qc- 
44 tobris 1673, eetat. 3a." 

A large ftone built into the E. wall of the church-yard, has a coat ar- 
morial of a faltire between 4 laurel leaves, and thefe words below, 

K 2 Here 



and Edinburgh, travelled abroad in 1769 with the eldeft fon of the Earl of 2). and 
on his return, got the place of a clerk in the war office ; he quitted this ftation in 
1771, and failed to Jamaica and New Tori, from whence returning home in 1773, 
he was, after feveral ineffectual attempts to obtain the presentation to a living in 
this country, ordained, in 1775, Chaplain to one of the Scots Regiments in the 
Dutch fervice. His health beginning to decline, and being advifed to try his native 
air, he came over to Edinburgh in Sep. 1777, and took up his refidence in Lady 
Glenorcbfs houfe, where he continued till his death the next year. 
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here lyes job f stal- 
ks^ of &astkr dry- 
law, an trus ani> 
lively pattern of 
piety anp probity, 
wha dy£d6 fe&. 
;eta. 6o. a. d. 1603. 
Againft the W. wall of the inclofed cemetery next adjoining to Bam- 
toun aile, is a ftone thus infcribed : 

44 Here lyes the body of Catherine Ofwald, from which the foul was 
11 removed by death, upon the 6th of Aug. 1730, in the 46th year of 
*• her age, and 2id of her married life. She was fpoufe to Mr James 
M 'Smith Minifter of the Gofpel at Edinburgh, who before his tranfporta- 

* tion to that place, had laboured in the miniffry at Cfamojtd, for more 
" than 18 years." 

* She was a bright example of true religion and virtue in her fife, 
m and of patience, faith, and reflgnation to the will of God in her death.** 

• M Hoc quaiecimque rnonumentum ob arStiludtnem loci minufculum mcerens 
u pofuit Jac. Smith, maritus^ 

•On another ftone in the fame cemetery, " Here'ffeepethin Jefus 
u m hopes of a joyous refurre&km, Anne Rainalds fpoufe to Mr John 
" Hamilton, Minifter at Cramond, (he was educate and married in Ire- 
u land, from whence coming in 1689, to fojourn in Scotland, he preach- 
" ed in Cramond, where flie died Dec. 2$th 1692, leaving behind her 
u four children, Archibald, Jean, James and Dorothy Hamilton* ; being 
M of her age 43, whereof 19 years jparried." 

W. from the fteeple is a large fiat ftone on pillars, thus infcribed,, 

HERE LYES *IR$ ANJtfE HAY 
Win OF MR P£T£R XDOAR 
OF BRIDGLANDS* SHE DIED 
TH5 FOURTH DAY OF APRIL 
*37Sfc AO^P 55 ¥EAJU. 

ALSO 
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. . I trfLSQ THIS AID PITER EDGAR 

i 

:.-..•:•. 4 . 'WH9 DIED THE . BATOP I ' - 

/ JAKUAUr I78l t AG«D 75 YEARS* 

There are iiLfchef cfcurxh^yarti fereral monuments ofpcrfbns of inferior 
m^.i1taH ftcfftefaf tfcem^remaikabl©;! and in other parts of the parifli,. 
&bjr tombfto©cs v fuppofod to be in memory ofvi&ims to that 'dreadful 
di&afe, *h$ ptegue, -who were taot allowed to bfe Juried in the church- 
yard*, from, ftn,f^i^eiii^^ of the infection's Again fpreadi&g by iited- 
v#ftcptfy opening ^hej graves -*± :..TJ» dates on them are 1646 and 
1647, and it appears from Balfour's Annals, that' this dreadful dlfeafo 
1}&4 ft^in^ j^^ t>^)^ vifitofl tiiis place, as he & js, that ijthaireft ^6315 the 
pla£tye Ijrgk? oat at CWmni tod Borrowftowufs, being brought to thefe 
places, by fapiu Jty^ftip*, and.feveral performs died of ia 

T^iie'pat^naggjqg, (^awm^ahur^h/was .vetodSn the Btihops* of Dwt~ 
fyfybll^^j^ vt\pi\ ^ttzr. jfaUoci, o£ Pikam in this, parifh* the the q^ 
fyih^FUftC thfrt fee^.^mdn. a^refignationvt hereof into the King's .hands 4 . 
Hi^M^j^fty, the &me year, incorporated and annexed the right of pa- 
U^fl^gri:ot CmiB^flf eiawfcii-ta th^ lands of Owr Barntoun, to remain 
trh^f^wttbiia&paitabiy fear e^er mail time coming, Pfail conftituted fame* 
E&lti#Jkfc 4>fte v£.the Sfenito»of the College of Jtffticfe, and his heir* 
male, and his fucceflbrs in the faid lands of Over Barntoun refpe<ftively 
andrfucceffively, undoubted and irredeemable heritable patrons^ of the: 
parfonage and vicarage of Cnamond, by charter under the grept feal,. dat- 
ed H th Aug. 1597. Mr Elpbinftanc (afterwards created L&zd Balmeri- 

.:-::• \- *./:•-.-■'.. '■ ' ..... - noc ]j^ 

• * 1W e/thofe tomb ftoaes are in a field called the Whinny Ha ugh x fouth weft 
loom Ki&tf* Cramtnd ; a*hird-is in a fequeftered fpot'on the ban&s oi"a fmall rivu- 
let iiMfee eaftmoft incWure of Nether Cramoput next the fea ; and the fourth lies im- 
ntdnftefy. within die noflfh tVatf of fatrdiitteParl, eaft from the iron gates. Oii thetwo 

firft are ihefe iafcri^ti^ns? * Here ryes JoVn D : — ", who died the 20th of Nov.. 

u . anno 1^47/' Ami ** Here lyes. Janet Damuhoy, who deceafed the 20 th of (WF.. 
** anno x647%" On the third' ^Here lyes *Phomas Fartee, deceafed 2 2d Jwli, Mementa. 
" rnort" The laft has nothftig upon it exceprf* *A. 1646. * 
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noch) had previoufly, (in 1589,) obtained {torn the Biihop of Dunkcld a 
tack of all the tiend {heaves (tithes) of this parilh 9 for 19 years and 19 
years, on payment of 260 merks Scotch; and this tack was afterwards 
prolonged to five times 19 years more, by a& of Parliament, dated 5th 
Mar. 1618. But it appears that the; proprietors of almoft all the different 
eftates in the parifh, have purchafed their fhares of the temds from the 
tackfm^n, at the rates fixed by law. An ineffedVoal attempt was made 
in i6$ii by Alexander Bifliop of Dunkcld* to reduce Lord BalmerinoeVs 
right of patronage of the parfonage and tekids of Ctamnd y by afuit be- 
fore the Court of Seffion. 

The prefent (Upend; or provifion for the Minifter of Cramartd parHh, 
as fettled by decreet of augmentation and •modification of the Court of 
Seflion, dated nth July 1765, is 10 bolls of .wheat, 44^ bolls of bear, 8 
bolls of meal, 3 3r bolls of oats, L. 52:. 8 : iitt in money, and Z. 6 for 
providing communion elements; amounting, communibus annir, ta L. 13d 
a year; befides which, he has a glebe of about 6 acre* of fertile land, 
lying compad and contiguous to the manfe, which is a fufficiently com- 
modious building; though for building it, Dx Gilbert Hamilton, the then 
incumbent, was allowed by the heritors of the parifh, no m6rt than 
L. 83 ; 6 : 8, in 1 745 *. So th&t, upon the whole, Cr amend* one of the 
bed livings in the church of Scotland f . 

The 

* For that miferable pittance he was taken bound to build a new manfe, uphold it 
liimfelf, and leave it in good repair at his removal, 

t From the records of the teind office, it appears that previous to 1631, the mini- 
fter of Cramond had a (Upend of 520 merks Sc. in money, 16 bolls of victual, the vi- 
carage, eflimated at 200 merks Sc. with a manfe and glebe, and that Lord Balm*- 
rinoch gave him 16 bolls of victual more. This appearing to the Corniaiifioners of 
Teinds to be by no means a competent provifion, xefpeft being had to the extent of 
the parifh, quality of the parishioners, and number of communicants, they, on the 
21ft of Feb. 1631, fettled the ftipend at 8 bolls of wheat, 24 of bear, 24 of oats, 8 
of meal, and 420 merks Sc. 20 of which were affigned for communion elements. On 
Mar. ift 1699, the Court of Seflion augmented this provifion to the fame quantity of 
viftual as is prefently paid, with Z« 344 ; 10. Sc. in money. 
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The following is as complete a lift, as I have been able to make, of the 
minifters of this parifh fettled fince the Reformation. 

William ComwelL He was Reader at Cramond, ift Nov. 1573, w **h * ftipend of 
onlj Z. 31 : 2 : 2 Sc. together with the kirklands ; of this ftipend Z. 13 : 6 : 8 was pay- 
able out of the lands of the vicarage ; Z. 13 : 6 : 8 out of the lands of the bifhopric of 
Dunk eid by the tackfman or lefiees of Cramond, as the Reader ; and L. 4 : 8 : 10 out 
Of the lands of the chaplainry of Cramond Regis *. 

Michael Cranftoun, Minifter of Cramond, occurs frequently from 159010 1613, 
and makes no fmall figure in CalderwootPs Hiftory of the Church of Scotland* tie 
was one of the commiffioners for fubfcription to the articles, for Edinburgh fheriff- 
dom 6th March 1590. At the famous tumult at the tolbooth of Edinburgh 17th 
Dec. 1596, when King James VI. was befieged therein by a riotous concourfe of 
people, who wanted to wreak their vengeance on fome of his privy council, parti- 
cularly the O&avians, who were fufpe&ed of favouring Popery, during the time that 
the commiifioners from the people, minifters, &c. were in the Tolbooth conferring 
with the King, Mr Cranfioun, in the pulpit of the Old Kirk, read the hiftory of Ha- 
inan and Mordecai, and fuch like pieces of fcripture, by which he fo inflamed the 
paffions of the mob, that they ran to arms, and attempted to force open the door of 
the tolbooth, but in vain* When the fix minifters that denied the King's authority 
in ecclefiaftical matters were imprifoned in Btacinefs Cattle in 1606, Mr Cranftoun 
was one of the neighbouring clergymen that reforted to comfort them. After all this 
zeal againft the Court, it appears that he changed fides, as I find hini one of the Aflef. 
Tors to the Moderator of the General AflemUy that Cat down at Glafgoto in June 161 o* 
by which Epifcopacy was eftabliflied in Scotland. To bring about this end fo much 
defired by the Court, money was largely diftributed among the members of the A& 
fembly on pretence of bearing their charges, and an increafe ef ftipend was promifed 
to feme of the minifters f. Mr Cranfioun died 1631 J. 

William King, the next minifter of Cramond, died 1632 $• 

William Colvill, his fuoceflbr, brother of the firft Lord Cohilloi Ochiltree, || resign- 
ed 

• MS !a Bibl. Juried— tfutet, in his Syftem of Heraldryi blazons the arms of one Hay of 
Earmhitt, fometimc minifter of Crmhond, (org. three efcallops within i berdwe engrailed, 
gules). He mutt have been predeceflor of Mr Cranflou*, and in Coldermoft Eeelefiafticai 
Hiftory Mr Walter Hay occurs as one of the mraiftert of Edinburgh presbytery in 1581. 

f Calderwood't Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, 154, 364, 6l§. 

$ Records of the Tiend -office. 

§ Records of Baptifms of Eeknourgh, Mary daughter pofthumovs of mriquhile William King 
n>iilifter of Cramond % and Margaret Confer, baptised l Jth July 16)2. Alfo Record! of the 
Commiibry Court. 

|| Bilhop Guthrie* % Mcmoiri, p. 69. 83. 
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ed his charge here in 1639, in order to go to France with a letter from the chiefs of the 
Covenanters to the French king, to implore his Majefty's affiftance againft the arbitrary 
proceedings of Charles I. but pauing through England was taken into cuftody at Lon- 
don, and all his papers feized *. Mr Colvill was fent to Newcaftle prifon, from 
whence he was relieved by the Scotch army after their viftory at Newburn, 30th 
Aug. 1640, and made one of the minifters of Edinburgh \, but was depofed from that 
charge by fentence of the General Afiembly, 27th July 1649 %. At the Reftoration, 
being offered a bifhopric by King Charles II. he declined the offer, but accepted the 
office of Principal of Edinburgh Univerfity ; and by his Majeity's order had the favour 
of being exempted from the Declaration and other compliances contrary to his prin- 
ciples. He died about 1675. He was author of diver* pieces In EngKfh, and Ethica 
Chrifliana in Latin. 

William Dalgleijb, who had been, in 1635, deprived of the living of Kirkmahreci 
near Wigton §, for his oppofition te Epifcopacy, was fettled at Cramond in 1639, in 
room of Mr Colvill, with whom he appears to have been nearly connected, as the 
name of his wife was Elizabeth Colvill. In 1662, he was depofed for non-conformity, 
and died before the Revolution || . 

Alexander Young, his fucceffor, defcended from the family of Auldbar, was a native 
of Aberdeen, and removed from Cramond to the Archdeaconry of St. Andrews in 1666. 
In 1671, he was confecrated Bifliop of Edinburgh, where he fat till 1679, when he 
was tranflated to the 'fee* of Rofs (by the powerful influence of the Dutchefe of Lau- 
derdale, wlio wanted to make room for her favourite Bifliop Pater/on to come to E- 
dinburgb). He died in France, after undergoing the operation of lithotomy, in Aug. 
1684, acta. ^5^. 

David Falconer was minifter of Cramond from 1666 to 1675, when he was promo- 
ted to the profefibrfhip of divinity in the univerfity of St. Andrews. 

John Sommervell, his fucceflor, was deprived of his benefice 2d May 1689, for 

refufing 



, * Rujbwortb's Collc&ions, 1037 and 1 1 19, and Burnet'* Hi dory of his own Times, vol. in 
p. 30. In Dairy mplc y % Memorials, vol. ii. p. 57. is preferved a letter from Mr Colvill to his 
friend and patron Lord Balmeriuocb, dated '30th Apr. 1 639, difapproving of the draught of 
an addrefs to the French king* propofing another, and fubmitting them to the judgement of 
the Earl of Lothian' *nd Mr Robert Leightoun. 

f Crawford** Lives of the Officers of State, 203. 

\ A£tsof Aflembly, and Principal BaUlic** Letters, 11.289, 310, 311. 

§ Steven/on's Hiftory of the Church of Scotland, i. 145. 

|| Wodrow'% Hiftory of the Church. of Scotland, u Appendix. 

«J Keith 1 % Catalogue of the Biftiops of Scotland, 40, 120, compared with his monument at 
St, Andrews. 
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xefufing to pray for King William and Queen. Mary, and on account of his former 
•way of converfe among the congregation not having been fa harmlefs and blame- 
lefs, as the, carriage of a minifter ought to be among his people. He died in pover- 
ty in 1692 *. 

yobn Hamilton, a Prefbyterian Minifter at Cumber in the County of Down in Ire- 
land, a place he had left on account of the troubles in that kingdom, took charge 
of Cramond 6th Dec. 1689, only until he mould have accefs to his own parifh in Ire- 
land, or be orderly looted from thence. He was a peri'on of exemplary piety, and 
itri&nefs of difcipline ; in 1692, he was appointed one of the M inifters of Edinburgh, 
and not with ft anding very great oppofition from the parifhioners of Cramond, was ob- 
liged to remove to that city, by order of the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, in 1693. 
He died at Edinburgh 17th OB. 1702 1- 

William Hamilton, fon of Gavin Hamilton of Airdrie in the county of Lanark, de- 
fended from the antient Hamiltons of Prejlon, was fettled minifter of Cramond 3d Sept. 
1694, and he left this charge in 0£I. 1709, on being appointed Divinity Profeffor in 
Edinburgh College, an office he filled with great reputation till July 1732, when 
he was made Principal of the Univerfity, but died 12th Nov. fame year, highly dif- 
tinguiihed for piety, learning, and moderation J. 

James Smith, who had been tutor to the firft Prefident Dundas of Amijloun and 
others, afterwards minifter of Morhame in Eajl Lothian, was, after long and bitter 
altercations among the parifhioners concerning other candidates for this charge {, una- 
nimoufly elefted minifter of Cmmond 16th Jan. 1712. In 1730, he was appointed 
one of the minifters of Edinburgh, and in July 1732, fucceeded Mr Hamilton as Divi- 
nity Profeffor, and arfo fucceeded him as Principal of the Univerfity ; but like his 
predeceffor, did not long enjoy that office, dying at CoUfiream upon his return from 
Briftol hot wells 14th Aug. 1736 acta. 56. being them alfo one of his Majefty's chap- 
lains. 

L Robert 



* Seffion Records. — See alfo FountainbaW* Decifions, 1.232. where is a ftate of a proceis 
of fcandal between Mr Sommervett and his maid-fervant. 

f Records of the Prefbytcry of Edinburgh. » 

% One of his daughters, Anne t born 4th Jan. 1703, was married to Join Horjlcy F. R. S. 
author of that valuable work, Britannia Romana, by whom the was mother of Samuel Horjlcy, 
the prefent learned Lord Bifhop of St. David'*. 

§ On Thurfday 9th Feb. 1710, at a very full meeting of the heritors and elders of the 
parifh, Robert Lithgow and WilUam Brown being fet up, 34 voted for the former and 26 for 
the latter ; but the matter being carried before the Prefbytcry and Synod, the fuccefsful can- 
didate prudently declined accepting of a charge where he was difagrecable to half the parifh* 
At this keenly contefted elc&ion, the Earl of Ruglen, in whom the right of patronage was 
veiled, voted only as a private heritor. 
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Robert Hamilton, fourth fon of Principal William Hamilton before mentioned, 
lorn at Cramond 19th May 1707, was, on Mr Smith's removal, fettled here 4th Ap. 
1731. In 1736, he was appointed one of the minifters of Edinburgh, and in 1754, 
Divinity ProfefTor in the Univerfity there, as alfo Dean of the order of the Thiftlc. 
He died 3d April 1787, seta. 80. 

Gilbert Hamilton, his brother and fuccefior, being ninth and youngeft fon of Princi* 
pal Hamilton, was born 16th May 171 j r and fettled at Cramond ift May 1737. 
He had fo great an attachment to this place, that he would never remove hence, al- 
though folicited to accept of a charge in Edinburgh ; and died minifter of Cramond 
in May 1772, seta. 57. He was an affable, eafy, plain man, high in the efteem of 
the fuperior order of his parifliioners. 

Charles Stewart of Dunnairn in Fife, defcended from, and representative of, Archibald 
Stewart of Dunnairn, a younger fon of James fifth Earl of Murray , was ordained mi- 
nifter of Cramond 27th Ap. 1773* He preached his farewell fermon here 15th Feb. 
1776, and on the a8th of that month, gave in a demiffion of his charge to the Prefbytery, 
letting forth, that at the time of entering into the miniftry, being fully fatisfied with 
the doctrines contained in the Confeffion of -Faith, he had no manner of fcruple in ac- 
cepting of a paftoral charge in the church of Scotland. That now, however, after 
having, with the greateft deliberation, Searched the fcriptures, he could find no au- 
thority m the" New Teftament, for any national church whatever ; that govern* 
ment by Kirk SefEons, Prefbyterres, &c. did not foem to be that which Chrift had 
appointed in his churches, and therefore, though he ftill preferred the church of 
Scotland to every other, as being the moft pure and orthodo* in its doftrines, he 
could not, in thefe circumftancesj continue any longer in it. The Prefbytery, unwil* 
ling to lofe fo valuable a member, from fcruples which, they imagined, might be re- 
moved, appointed a committee of four, to converfe with him. This converfation 
was however ineffectual, as on the 27th of May % he declared before the Prefbytery, 
that his fentiments remained unaltered, fo his demiffion was unanimoufly accepted* 
He afterwards entered into an anabaptift congregation ; ftudied medicine, took the 
degree of M. D. and now praclifes with great reputation at Edinburgh. 

Robert Walker % fon of the paftof of a Scots congregation at Rotterdam in Hol- 
land, was fettled at Cramond 21 Nov. 1776, and removed to the 6rft charge of the 
Canongate of Edinburgh in 1784. 

Archibald Sonar f Mr Walter's fuccetfor, fifth fon of John Bona? one of the minifters 
of Perth, Was in 1779, otdained minifter of Newburn in Fife, from whence he was, 
in 1 7831 tranuated to Glafgow ; but finding his charge in that populous city toolabo- 
ribtfs and ptiblic a fituation for a difpofition naturally fitted for retirement, he was 
glad to accept the offer made to him by Lady Glenorcty, of this more eafy and quiet 
charge of Cramond, where he was fettled in 1785. 

The 
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"pie vicarage of Cramond is rated JL 4. in Bagimonfs Roll # 9 which 
was made up in 1412. The rental of Cramond to the Bifhop of Dunkeld 
is thusftatedin 1561 : " Kirk and Mains of Cramond, 58 chalders of vic- 
" tual ;" of the total 19 c. 4 chald. 5 bolls 1 firlot payable to that prelate. 
At the Revolution th& parifli paid L. 100 Sc, per annum; of the total 
L. 1662: 17:6. 8c. payable to the BiOiop of Dunkcld.—MS. in Bibl 
Jurid. f 

So much for the ecctefiaftical affaire of this parifli ; I will now proceed 
to fubjeds coime&ed therewith, the fchools, the mode of fupporting the 
poor, and the Seffion Records. 
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SCHOOLS, MODE OF SUPPORTING THE POOR, EXTRACTS JFR0M TH* SESSION 

RECORDS. 

CRAMOND formerly was in great repute as a place of education, to 
which tjhe ftlut^ity of the air and vicinity of the fea did not a lktle con- 
tribute ; and feveral gentlemen of the firft families in *be kingdom, have 
received the rudiments of kftotf ledge in the eftabliflied fchool^ of this 
pla.es, but *i.t£ r $twation isnowcoipplefeLy reverfed. The av.erage num- 
ber of fcholars at this fchoolis between 73 3ft4 So j and the emolument 

L 1 * . cf 

* Cardinal ifajMte£,Jegate frjomltbe Pope to ^^«rf in dj^^^ifvi^iOPned before, 
him all the ecclefiaftics to give up the value of their benefices on oath, and made a ; 
Handing x^njtal jof ^them caHed Bafrimoat's Roll, which became the? authentic tad con- 

flant nife if taxjpgjecclfafiftftics; 

- 1 i* another MS. I find the vicarage of Cramond rami at Z. 4I :*6.:.8«itowar<b 
the Z. 200,000 voted in 161 7, by the Convention of Eftates, and in the fame M£b 
the vicarage of Cramond is rated at Z. 42 : 8. but no reference is made to what peri- 
od. The prebends of Craigcrooi and Grottbill in this pariih, belonging to the pro- 
veftry of St. Giles, are alfo mentioned therein. 
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of tKe.matfter; exclufive of their fees, and of proclamation and baptilmal 
dues, amount to about Z. 14: 10. per annum*.- There are two other 
{Schools in the parifli, one a<t Barntom, attended by between 50 and 60 
fcholars, and the other, at Qruntoun has on an average 30% 

The parochial funds amount to above L. laao, yielding an annual-rent, 
of above L. $6, the collections at the church doors come to about L. 39* 
and the hire of the mortclothst to above L. 7. yearly, making a total 
annual income of above L. 102. With this fum 41 ordinary, and 16 ex- 
traordinary J, poor are fupported and relieved, as their feveral neceffities 
require, after which a fmall furplus commonly remains,, at the end of 
each year, to augment the capital fund §. The above is ftated from the 
average of the receipts for ten years preceding 1790, and include the 
collection on facramental occafions, average £.6:4. annually ; a trifling 
fum compared with the oblations at the communion 1690 and 1691, the 
former having amounted to Z. 20 : 5 : 8. and the latter to L. 23 : 15 : 2. 
The following table will exhibit a comparative view of the parochial 

funds at three different periods, often years each. 

. -j. .^ 

Average 

* Including the lntereft of L; 15, given in 1786, by Sir Jobe Ing Its for the efta- 
bKflunentof a Sunday evening fchool. ',''.' 

+ Palls, generally, of black velvet but fprnetinies f 9£ cloth, pf various fizcp.and of dif- 
ferent degrees of fineness, npade ufe of fyr covering the coffin during the proceffion at 
funerals ; for the hire of which certain' Ipeeifted rites' are, by the representatives of 
the deceafed, paid to the parifli whofe property they axe. 

% By ordinary poor are meant thofe who on account of old age, or other circum- 
ftanccs are likely to be continued upon the roll till their death. By extraor- 
dinaries', filch as in all: probability may in proct&of time^ be ,abk to maintain them- 

felveSv • ■ , M'»30:iwf.v ■ /-..• .' r., .. 

§ In the dreadful ftfefon of fcarcity that happened in 178a and 1783^ 305. bolls of 
meal and flour were purchafed by the heritors, and diftribmAdi among the^xwr at & 
price fomucb below the market rate, that about £. 46. wai IbfLbhthe whole <juan- 

tityu •> < *- : ' :' - • ' ■.•.•"'*•." 

n q 1i* f .v i'; ,i ..t ■ .. •• .•!.*:•.; ...»•■. <• -/ . • , -,, ,, , 
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/trvnaai- flvJ/djc 

Average numlpr of From 167a Frvm i*joq From 1780 

*o 1679. /o 1709, /o x 789. 
Principal fums, &c. belonging 7 

totheparim J Z '3°3 ° o Z.600 o o Z.1220 o a 

ColleAions at the church doors Z..12 12 o Z.37 10 o Z.j8 12 o- 

Collections at the communion, in- ? r T \ T * 

eluded in the preceding article 5 Z, 3 5 ° -C.ia 9 o £.640 

Sums received for the hire of the? r . », « r >. -« r - 

mort-cloths J Z.I ti 6 X.4 * o Z. 7 * o 

Distributions to the poor -X. 18 o o Z.48 o o Z. 96 17 6 

Number of ordinary poor — ia— —32— —41— 



How the principal fum accrued in the firft inftance, caniiot now be- 
known, the accompt books of the parilh, previous to 1636, having beer* 
carried off by Cromwell The increafe of the capital was in a great 
meafure owing to feveral perfons to whom the parifh money had been 
lent, not paying intereft for many years, (in fome mftances the annual- 
rents ran up till the principal fum lent was more than doubled,) and- 
ta favings made by oeconomical treafurers in years of plenty. They 
whole is gratuitoufiy managed by the church treafurer *; and his accounts* 
are audited at a meeting of heritors, the minifter, and elders, who defray 
the expence of the meeting out of their own pockets f. 

Here, one cannot but remark the wide difference betwixt thi6 mode 
of providing for the poor, in this country, and the arbitrary and oppref- 

' ' five- 

.i r V- . . . • • 

* Formerly the church treamreu ufed to be changed e^ery year, one of the heritor s> 
accepting of that troublefome office in his turn ; but that mode was afterwards altered,. 
Mr Robert Spot/wood, Surgeon, portioner of Over Cramond before mentioned, has 
fince 1774 executed this truft with difcernment and impartiality, his profeffion en- 
abling him to know the real circumftances of all the families in the pariih and neigh- 
bourhood,, fo as to render all attempts td impofe upon the Seflion impracticable and 
hopelefs. 

f Of all the funds of Europe, none are managed at fo little expence to the fund 
itfelf, none fo frugally, none fo impartially, and none laid out more to the purpofe 
for which they were raifed, than the poor's funds under the care of the Kirk Seflions 
of Scot/and* Statifiical Account y Vol. vi. p. 48. 
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five method of managing the rates for their fupport in England. The 
confideration of the exemption from this tax, and of the vaft fuperiori- 
ty this part of the united kingdom enjoys in that refpeft, will, no 
doubt, have a due effeft in difpofing the landholders to contribute libe- 
rally to the relief of an induftrious peafantry, when rendered by age, in- 
firmity, and ficknefs, unable to provide for themfelves. Of all the low- 
er claffes, thofe employed in the cultivation of the earth, are the beft en- 
titled to protection and fupport ; the more efpecially when it is con- 
sidered, that the mod diligent and induftrious labourer will, with every 
exertion, find it a hard matter to bring up a large femily properly ; and, 
at the fame time, to make provision for the debility of old age, or the 
ravages of ficknefs •. 

The records of the Kirk Seifion, which begin 7th Sep. 165 1, (the Sef- 
fion books preceding that period having been carried away by Crom* 
well) exhibit many curious memorials of the ftri&nefs of difcipHne. 
which prevailed in the church. of Scotland, during the courfe of laft cen^ 
tury ; though it appears, at the fame time, that the prefent generaitioa 
has by no means become' worfe than their forefathers, contrary to- the. 
well known affertion, that 

JEtas parentum, prjor avis, tulit 

Nos nequiores. 
The records preferving feveral inftances of the grofieft immoralities, as 
well as of profanations of the fabbath, by flaying horfes, catching fiffi, 
getting drunk in fo beaftly a manner as to fall a vomiting in the 

church 

* A friendly Society, inflituted at Cramond in Augujl 1773, now confifts of 80 
fubfcribers, each paying 4s at entry, and 4s 4c! yearly, befides 6d on the death of a 
fubfcriber, and. 4<i on the dcmife of the wife of any of them. The fums thus raifed 
are employed as follows ; each fubfcriber in diftrefs, has 2s 6d a week allowed him ; 
40s is paid towards the funeral expences of a fubfcriber, and 36s for thofe of his 
wife ; and when a fubfcriber leaves a widow, flie is entitled to receive a penfion of 
20s per annum out of the funds, which in 1790, amounted to upwards of L. iod. 
They have now however, fallen to L. 90, owing to the increafe of widows , and in 
the courfe of laft year 1792, the Society diftributed upwards of L. 34. 
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cburch itfelf, &c. It muft however, be remarked, that much great- 
er care was taken to put a flop to fuch pra&ices, (the parties offending 
being feverely cenfured, and publicly rebuked, fet in the (locks-, and 
fometimes appointed to appear in fackclotb before the congregation,)? 
than is now done to check the mod open and fcandalous irregularities *. 
Emancipation from the intolerable yoke of eccleflaftical tyranny is m> 
doubt to be reckoned among the advantages enjoyed by the prefent age ;. 
but it were much to be wiftied that great part of the antient difcipline 
was reftored. The relaxation of manners may be attributed in forae 
meafure, to the non-attendance of the landed proprietors on the meet- 
ings of the Kirk Seffion, and their not enforcing its decrees* During the 
laft century, and beginning of the prefent, thefe meetings were numerous 
and well attended ; evtn the mod confiderable heritors, peers of the realrft 
not excepted, not difdaining to attend pundlually* They took ftrid 
cognizance of the manners not only of the lower claffes, but alfo of the 
higher ranks, as will appear from the following inftances. In 1657,. 
Robert Adam/on of Craigerook, being accufed of excefs in drinking, was 
ordered to be fuminoned before, the Seffion, Aug. r6th; — Sep. 6th, fol- 
lowing he was again accufed of relapfe in drunkennefs at Gogar laft 
Lord's day. After feveral excufes, he was obliged to appear before the 
Seffion, 20th. Dec. 1657, and did acknowledge his mifcarriage by excefs. 
in drinking, promifin£J>y the Lord's affiilance not to fall into the like a* 
gain. The Seffion thought fit to difmifs him with a rebuke, and an ad- 
monition to- walk more circUmfpe&ly in time coming. Much about the: 
feme time, James Primrofe of Whiteboufe, another heritor, nearly related 
to Lord Regifter Primrofe, was taken to tafk by the Seffion for drunken- 
nefs, curling, and fwearing. — Fefa 16th 1700, Mary Miliar compeared be- 
fore the Seffion, and. on being interrogated, confefled that Sir WiUiamPater- 
Jon ofGrantoun, Bart, was the father of the child (he brought forth late- 
ly, and that the fact i was committed in Grantoun Houfe, the week before 

Fallens- 

* From the Seffion records of late years, it appears that no cenfure was infli&edom 
a married man, found in bed with a woman and her daughter at the fame time. 
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Fallens even, when he came out to Grhntoun % and brought her out, and 
ftayed there from Tuefday that week, till Saturday, although his family 
then lived in Edinburgh^ and nobody was at Grantoun but James Anderfon, 
Sir William's boy ; and Robert Hunter the town Treafurer of Edinburgh 
came and took away the child. The minifter waited on Sir William Pa- 
terfon^ who acknowledged his fin, but hoped the Scffion would deal dif- 
creetly with him in confideration of his age and character (he was then 
about 70, and had held a high office under Government for many years). 
They were however peremptory in infilling on fatisfa&ion, probably on 
account of his having been a violent perfecutor of the Prefbyterians 
while he was Clerk of the Privy Council ; he delayed to come before 
them for fome time, going to Bath and other places, but on his return 
to this part of the country he was again fent for by the Seflion, where* 
upon he formally appeared before them 14th Nov. 1701, and profefled 
•his ibrrow for committing the fin of fornication, and his willingnefs to 
fubmit to the Seflion, for removing that fcandal. He was then rebuk- 
ed and exhorted to repent, and appointed to appear in the public congre- 
gation, to remove the fcandal ; but the records are filent as to the latter 
point's being complied with. 

It mud however be acknowledged, that the attention of the Seflion 
to prevent the Sabbath from being profaned, too often degenerated into 
intolerable ftridtnefs; one John Young and his wifft^sing, 5th Nov. 1691, 
fliarply admonifhed by them for having meat roafting at the fire in 
time of afternoon's fermon, and for entertaining ftrangers on the Lord's 
day. Several perfons were alfo much harrafled for abfenting themfelves 
from church, although they pled in excufe that they had been either at 
other neighbouring places of worfliip, or vifiting fick friends ; and one 
David Anderfon, a fmith in Lenymuir, was, 7th Aug. 1664, feverely re- 
buked by the Seflion for fhoeing a horfe of the Earl of fVigtoun's fon, 
on the Sabbath ; notwithftanding he affirmed that he was compelled to 
do fo againft his will, and that it was a work of neceflity, in regard the 
young nobleman was polling home to his lady, then lying very fick. 

One, 
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One cannot but fmile at the following inftance of the Parfon's mi- 
mite attention to the private concerns of his parifhioners. Mar. 4th 
1698, the Minifter reported to the Seffion, that he had fpoken to my 
Lord Tarbat's groom, and Mary Milligan, who did lie in one room, but 
in two feparate beds, and that they had promifed to forbear the fame. 

Of the fuperftition and credulity of the common people, take the fol- 
lowing examples. Sept. 15th 1695, Jfobn Knight in Laurijlon gave in a 
complaint againft James Baptie and Margaret TJjomfon his wife, that the 
faid Margaret had upon Sunday come in a rage, upon his wife keeping 
the kine upon their own grafs, fwearing and curfing, and uflng impre- 
cations upon het and the kine, and one of them fwelled and died that 
night. Baptie and his wife were (harply rebuked by the Seffion. — Jan. 
22d 1688, a dead child having been found on Cramond Muir % near the 
town of Upper Cramond, and one Janet Millar having gone from thence 
to Comrie the fame day, (he was fent for, and having appeared before 
the Kirk Seffion fome days thereafter, the child was raifed out of its 
grave, and (he was caufed handle the body before the Seffion and a 
great confluence of people ; but, it is remarked in the records with no 
fmall furprize, no tokens of blood appeared at all ! She was afterwards 
examined feveral times ; but no further light being thereby obtained, 
the affair was referred to his Majefty's Advocate, by whom (he was ex- 
culpated. 



SECT. V. 

MANUFACTURES, VILLAGE OF CRAMOND, HARBOUR, SHIPPING, AND FISH- 
ERIES. 

X he only Manufacture in this partfh worth mentioning, is that of iron, 
carried on to a confiderable extent by Meffrs. Cadells and Edington, 

M who 
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who firft fettled at Cramond in 1771, and now employ a capital of above 
Z. 30,000. All the mills on the Edinburgh fide of th* Amon % (oa the 
oppofite bank there is only one, now in ruin*,) which ate four in num- 
ber # , are the property of that company* Their works confift of twa 
mills for flitting iron and rolling hoops, three forges, twa fteel convert- 
ing furnaces, (one of them the firft of the kind ereded in Scotland, hold- 
ing about 10 tons of iron) fpade* nail, and file manufactories, warehoufes 
for raw and wrought iron, houfes for the fuperintending partner, his 
clerks, and feme of the workmen, and an accompting houfe. At thefe 
works, bar iron is manufactured into* bMered, fqtiare or faggot, and 
German fteel, hoops and rolled iron* rod iron, boiler and pan plates 
for fire engines, fock moulds, anchor palms, bolts for fhip buildings 
Jpades, (hovels, nails, files, and other articles. Thefe different branches 
employ above 8q mea and boys, each of whom earn from 3$ to 26s pec 
week. 

The iron ufed at t&efe works comes chiefly from Ruffld and Sweden* 
upwards of loco tons being annually imported from the Baltic. The 
average coft per ton, (including the duty of cuftoms payable on importa- 
tion, 56s, and freight,, from 8s to 15s,) i$£. 17. for Ruffian, and Z. i&: 18. 
for Swedifh iron ; but a very fine kind of the latter, the produce of the 
famous mine of Dannemona in Upland, called Qeregrunds iron, from the 
port where it is fhipped, comes to Z. 24 per ton. This lad fort is ufed 
folely in the manufadure of fteeL Thefe different kinds of iron have 
advanced in price no lefs than 50 per cent fince 1780 ; this rapid rife has 
induced the proprietors of thefe works to eredl blaft furnaces at Clyde, 

near 

* Of thefe, Cockle and: Niddery^s mills, the neareft the mouth of the river,, were 
acquired from the Carron Company by MeiTrs, Cadells and Edington in 1 7 7 1 . Peggie's 
mill with fome acres of ground,, was purchafed by them in 1781 from David Cleghorn 
of Fairlybope ; and Dowie's mill, with the banks of the river adjacent thereto, from 
Lady Glenorchy in 1782. The houfe for the refident partner is a commodious build- 
ing, erected on the fiimmit of the brae above CocJBemill in 1778, in a fituation calcu- 
lated for enjoying to the greateft advantage, tke view of the meanders of the river, 
the park and pleafure ground of BarnbougU^ and the Frith of Forth. 
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near Giafgow, with the view of making bar iron for Cramond; and they 
hope that thelTe furnaces will, in a few years, furnifti them with a fuflfc. 
cient quantity of this valuable article, and thus enable them to keep at 
home the large fums at prefent remitted abroad. 

A confidenble part of the fteel manufactured at thefe works is export- 
ed to India / and the German fteel made here fells fo high as L. 56 per 
ton. The fpade and (hotel branch was introduced at Cr amend by one 
Richard Squires from Newcajlle, a worthy, capital, and induftrious work* 
man, greatly fuperior to any in that Kne in Scotland. The works of his 
own hand are eafily diftinguifhed ; and are in particular requeft even in 
London. About 1000 dozen of fpades and (hovels, and 23 tons of nails, 
are annually manufactured at thefe works ; but the greateft part of the 
rod iron made here k fent to Stir ling /hire, where the Cr amend Company 
employ above aoo men to make it into nails, of which large quantities 
were before the late w4r, exported to America. The forge hammers 
weigh from 4 to 6 cwt. each, are wrought by water, and make from 140 
to 160 flxokes in a minute. Thefe hammers, and other caft iron articles 
ufed here, ate made at Clyde. 

The Cramond works are fupplied with coal from the Grange, in the 
county of Linlithgow, a large eftate belonging to the Mefirs. CadeUsi 
and they annually confume about 1600 tons of that mineral. The 
freight from Grange to Cramond is is 6d. per ton ; the prime coft of the 
coal, and other charges, may amount to 7s 6d. fo that the price of this 
article at Cramond k about 9s. per ton. 

Under this head of manufa&ures, it may be obferved, that in the 
links of Royftoun, there formerly was a considerable fait work, with a vil- 
lage of about thirty houfes thereto belonging, fome veftiges of which 
may (till be feen, though the name is now buried in oblivion. 

Nether Cramond, fituated oft the eaft bank of the river Amon, at its junc- 
tion with the Forth, is a thriving village, containing 87 families, and 343 in- 
dividuals, chiefly iron workmen, failors, and day labourers. This place 
gave title to EKzabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Beaumont, of Stougbton, Co. 

M a Lekejlcr, 
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Leicejler, wife of Sir Thomas Richard/on, Lord Chief Juftice of the Com- 
xnpn Pleas, and King's Bench, that lady having been created Baronefs 
of Cramond, ult. Feb. 1628, by the following patent. 

M Carolus, t£c. feciffe, creqffe> et conjlituiffe Elizabethans Dominant Ri- 
44 chardfon, conjugam Domini Thomae Richardfon, militis, Jttfkkiarii Prin- 
u cipalis inforo Caitfarum Communi inpalatio Weftmonafterienfi, ^ro *0/0 
44 tempore vitafua, Baronijfam de Cramond, acpq/l ittius decejfum, crca- 
" mus per que modum fnccejfionis, Dominum Thorn am Richardfon militem r 
44 filium et baredem di£ti principalis Jujliciarii, Dominum Bar one m dr 
" Cramond. Dando l$c. eidem pojl decejfum difta Dominee, fuifyue barc- 
u dibus maf cutis, quibus dejicientibus, baredibus mafcutis de corpore difti 
u Domini Thomae Richardfon patris, pqft decejfum prafata Domince, ti* 
m tulum, l$c. Baronum Parliament^ tenendum et habendum prafatum ti- 
" iulum Domini Baronis de Cramond, poft deceffum pr&fata Domimt 9 cum 
" Jt(ff ra 8*° * n Parliament*, dummodo perfotialHer prajentes fuerint, et non 
41 alitor"—— In this patent, three things are particularly to be remark- 
ed; firfl, that it is the only inftance occurring ra Scotland, of a female 
being raifed to the peerage ; fecondly, that the Barons of Cramond were 
allowed to vote in the Scottiili .Parliament, only when perfbnally; pre- 
fent, a elaufe I do not recoiled to have met wkh in any other patent ; 
and thirdly, that the .title was not limited to- the heirs of the body of the 
baronefs, the remainder being to the heirs male of her third, hu&and. 
Sir Thomas Richardfon, wbofe defcendants, by hist firft wife, accordingly 
enjoyed that dignity after her death,, although fhe left children by two* 
former hufbands. 

The harbour of Cramond, which is fpedfied in the reeorcte of Exche- 
quer as a creek within the port of Leitb; has belonging to it feven 
Hoops, of from 22 to 80 tons burthen, meafiiiing m all 288 tons, and na- 
vigated by 23 men. Thefe veffela are chiefly employed in the importa- 
tion of lime for manure, coals and iron for the mills, and in exporting 
fteel and wrought iron from thence. The Amon, at its mouth, has a- 
bout 15 or 16 feet depth of water in highfpring tides, and the fea flows 

no 
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no farther than CockUmill, about a quarter of a mile above Cramond, bet- 
ing flopped by the dam there. The common fize of veffels brought up; 
to that mill, is from 40 to 5a tons; but the navigation is reckoned dan- 
gerous, on account of the rocky bottom; which lays the fhipmafters 
under the neceflity of procuring three or four experienced men from* 
Cramond, to affift them in hauling up, and to (hew the channel and the 
windings in the river. , 

The fisheries are at a low ebb ; in particular, the oyfter fiftiery has- 
greatly declined fince 1740, when eleven large boats, belonging to Cm- 
mond, were conftantly employed, during the feafon, in dragging for that 
delicious bivalve. The principal part of what they caught, was fold to 
Dutch veffels at the average price of 4s. the herring barrel ; and the oy- 
fter fcalps were then fo produ&ive, that it was ufual for a boat with five 
hands, to make 30s. a day \ but they are now fo much deftroyed, pro- 
bably with over fifhing, that no more than four or five boats are now- 
employed ; and even thefe only occafionally. The fcalps about Inch- 
mickery, belonging to Lady Greenwich, are let at the rent of* L. 24 per 
annum, to the Newba&en ftfbers. 

The Anton formerly abounded' with a variety of fffh, fuch as trouts,. 
grilfes,. fome falmon, and. great plenty of fmelts; but owing to liming 
the adjacent grounds, and fteeping lint in the river, it was for fome- 
years almoft. totally deferted by thefe different fpecies, which are dill 
extremely fcarce, fo that the filhings are at prefent of no great value. 
Towards the end of laft century, they were the fubjeft' of a keen litiga- 
tion betwixt the firft Earl of Rofeberry, and the late Sir John Inglis of* 
Cramond;, and. this caufe was determined by the Court of Seffion in. 
1695, after a jpint probation had been taken, by the Lords finding that 
each had a right of fifhing on his own fide of the water to the middle 
ftream. But Lord Rofeherry was fo little fatisfied with, this determine 
tibii* the more efpecially as fome of the witnefles depofed, that they 
knew the proprietor of Barnbougle debar all others, and let in tack the 
exclufive privilege of fifhing for 50 or 60 merks yearly, that in 1708, 

immediately 
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immediately after the Union, he appealed to the Houfe of Lords. There* 
upon Sir John Inglis> rather than conteft the affair fuither, entered into 
a campromife, by which he gave up all right to the fifhings, and in re- 
turn, got from the Earl, the gallery ftill poflefled by his family in Cra- 
mond church. 

Upon the very extenfive tra£t of fands, along the fliore of this parifli, 
left dry at low water *, whales have fomctimes been ftranded. On the 
ad of 2^6. 1690, nolefs a number than twenty-five, though of the very 
fmalleft fort, were left by the tide, on the lands fouth of Cramond ifland. 
Moil of them meafured twelve feet in length, but the lefler did not in 
general exceed nine or ten, and part of their carcafes being buried at the 
foot of fotne fruit trees, it was obferved that thefe trees yielded a vaft 
quantity of fruit the following autumn f. In 1701, a male whale, 52 
feet long, about 30 in circumference, and having 46 teeth in the under 
jaw, was caft afhore near the town of Cramond. On the 9th Nov. 1736 
a young whale, 40 feet long, was ftranded at Granioun ; and ift Dec. 
1740, one of the fpermaceti kind, 16 feet in depth, and between 50 
and 60 in length, was put afhore near the Hunter's Craig, and fold for 
L. 56. Soon afterwards, another whale tumbling about above Jfyeens- 
ftrry % was heard to make a hideous moaning, imagined to have been for 
the lofs of the former, which was fuppofed to have been its mate. 

In March 1769, one of the blunt headed, cachalot, or fpermaceti kind, 
was ftranded at the Hunter's Craig, which meafured 54 feet in length ; 
the breadth of the tail, at its extremity, was 13 feet. On the *2d of 
Dec. following, another of the fame fpecies was left by the tide on the 
fands near Cramond Ifland, and brought into Sandy Hough. This laft is 
defcribed by Pennant, Britifh Zoology, vol. iii. p. 61, accompanied with 

an 

* When the tide retires, all the fpace between Grantoun and the Hound point, a 
tra& of about five miles in length, and one in breadth, is left dry the firft quarter of 
ebb. In feveral places along that trad, are deep botes, full of mud, in which Gran- 
gers are not unfrequently entangled. 

t Phalainologia Nx>va 9 25. 
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an engraving of the fifh, whofe length wa9 54 feet, its greateft circum- 
ference, which was juft below the jaws, 30 ; the upper jaw was 5 feet 
longer than the under one, whofe length was 10 feet. The head was- 
of a moft enormous fiae, very thick, and above one third of the fifh ; the 
end of the upper jaw was quite blunt, and almoft 9 feet high, having 
the fpojit hole near the end of it. The teeth were placed on the lower 
jaw, 23 on each fide, all pointing upwards ; in the upper jaw oppofite 
to them were an equal number of cavities, in which the ends of the 
teeth lodged when the mouth was clofed. The tail meafured 14 feet 
from tip to tip; ptnifquefuit Ji pedes longus. 
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RENT, AGRICULTURE, AND PRODUCE. 



With refpeft to the rent of this parifh in former times, little can be- 
faid, as 1 found it impra&icable to procure the perufal of old leafes, and: 
fuch other papers as would have given an infight into the fubjeit; and; 
enabled me to flate the progreflive improvements in agriculture. From 
a MS. collection of charters, &c. in the Advocates library, it appears* 
that in 1368, the rental of the lands of Craigcrook and Grotthittm this, 
parifh, and of Raveljloun adjoining to them, was L. 17 Sc. Computing, 
from the prefent extent of thefe lands, 600 acres, this gives fomewhat 
more than 6d. per acre; and the computation, cannot be far wrong, as> 
it is alfo mentioned that fix acres of the lands of Grottbillwere affigned 
for the payment of 3odj annually, for the ward of the Caftle of Edinburgh, > 
being at the rate of 5d. the acre. 

In 1630, by orders of the Commifiioners of Teinds, a valuation of this 
parifh was ordered to be made, each heritor being obliged to give up the 
value of his property upon oath, to perfons appointed for that purpofe. 

"This 
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This valuation was brought, by Lord Balmerinoch, titular of the teinds, 
under review of the Commiffioners, at HolyrQodboufe on the ioth and 
15th Dec. 1630. It appeared that the value of the ftock and teind of the 
whole lands of the parifh, (Nether Cramond belonging to Mr James Inglis 
excepted, that eftate being held by a charter cum decimis inclujis, and 
therefore not fubjeft to ty the,) was, 
308! bolls of wheat, 
1 335 bolls of bear, 
13267 bolls of oats and oat-meal, 
8 bolls of horfe corn. 
So that eftimating the extent of the parifh, after deduction of Nether 
Cramond, at 3750 acres, each acre was valued at fume what more than 
three-fourths of a boll of vi&ual. Some parts of the parifh were how- 
ever rated confiderably higher, Laurijion, Grantoun, and Rojftoun, 
yielding each of them more than a boll of vidual per acre, and twenty 
acres in Over Cramond, belonging to David Primrofe of IVbiteboufe, 
being rated at 40 bolls of bear, which giyes 2 bolls to the acre. The an- 
nual average of the fiars of the county of Edinburgh, from 1628 to 1649 
was, wheat 15s 2d. bear 12s 8d. oats and oat-meal us 6d. the boll. 
Computing at thefe rates, and eftimating the horfe corn at 10s. the boll, 
the above valuation amounted in whole to L. 1845 : l 9 : 2 fterling *. 

The following extracts from the record of the proceedings before the 
Commiffioners, will afford fome in fight into the date of agriculture in the 
parifh in thefe days. 

John Mowbray of Cammo requefted a deduction from his valuation, 
becaufe, when his lands were fet to tenants they paid only 50 bolls vic- 
tual; and he having them now in his own hands, has with ftrong labouring 
and liming, to his great charges and expences, brought them to 4 chal- 
ders (64 bolls) viftual ; and he further alledged that his half of Cammo 

which 

* The following lift exhibits the names of the proprietors, and the value of their 
refpeftive properties in 1630. 

Jphn 
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which lies runrig with the other half pertaining to Mr Patrick Hamilton, 
is no better than the faid Patrick's half, which is far undervalued to his 
half. 

Lord Balmerimcb having obje&ed to John Stalker of Eqfter Dry law's 
valuation (40 bolls), that his property, was of the fame extent as Wejler 
Drylaw belonging to Sir James Macgill, rated at 80 bolls]; Stalker an- 
f we red, that his lands are 40 acres lefs, and that the great charges and cx- 
pences which Sir James beftows yearly, by lime and muck, is the caufe 
of the prefent rent his land yields, he entertaining daily 10 horfes for 
carrying of muck thereto from Edinburgh for g oodding of his land. 

William Adamfonoi Craigcrook (aid, that GrottbiU is a bare place in it- 

N felf, 



John Smith of Cramond Regis 

Sir James Macgill of Wefter Drylaw 

John Mowbray of Canxmo 

Sir George Forxefter of Corftorphin 

Robert Logie of Logiefland 

Alexander Howifon of Braehead 

Peter Rollock of Piltoun 

Sir James Oliphant of Mnirhoufe 

William Adamfon of Graigcrook 

Peter Hay Writer in Edinburgh 

Patrick Hamilton of Little Prefton 

John Stalker of Eafter Drylaw 

David Primrofe of Whitehoufe 

Thomas Young of Leny 

Sir Ludovick Houftoun of Houftoun 

Sir Thomas Hope of Craighall 

Earl of Haddington 

Walter Henryfon of Grantoun 

John Cant of Laurifton 

Lord Balmerinoch 



Small proprietors m Cramond, 
Leny, Craigie, to. 
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feW;' araFpaid only L. 40 Sc. of rent, but with great charges bellowed 
thereon by ^0w4##f and otherways, it was brought t© 56 bolls vi&ual of 
rent; there being bellowed yearly on the goodding thereof L. 1000 Sc. 
and further, that the tertarit poflefies a larger fatm, belonging to the Laird 
of Innerletib, lying contiguous to Grot tbili; without which he could not 
pay the rent now giveri for the latter. As to Craigcrook, the rent there- 
of was never well paid j. the tenant who laft poffefled had it with Jieilbow 
geir* exceeding 500 merks Sc. but the high rent fo overmaftered him 
that he was reduced to extreme poverty; and in the end left his lands in 
fo poor a date, that no man would take the fame for the rent given up ; 
fo being thrown into his (Mr Adamforii) own hand, he has laboured the - 
fame with extraordinary great charges thefe feven years bygone. He 
likewife requefted, that he might have a deduction from the prefent rent 
of his lands in Cramond Regi*; ift, becaufe they are fet in aikerdaill\ y 
and there are ten or twelve gnfetts with gardens and other conveniences 
upon the fame, without Which the tenants are not able to pay the rent 
they are valued to ; 2d, becaufe fundry of the tenants having bought 
fomefew acres, they beftow great charges by limeand other firilzie upon 
the faid lands ; on failure of which the lands become bare, and the te- 
nants cait the fame in his own hands, fo as he lpfes more in one year than 
he gains in three. 

Thomas Young of Leny alledged that Eieazar Borthwick % heritor of 
the half Qf Netber Leny, having an intention to difpofe of that property* 

fct 

* Steilbow geir, or fteelbow gear, means cattle, implements of hu(bandry, &c» 
furniflied by the landlord to the tenant, who is bound, on quitting the farm, to re- 
place them all, or to pay* according to appraifement, for fuch articles as are amiffing^ 
or not left on the premifes. This fpecies of tenantry prevails at this day, in the 
Weftern Hebrides, but is quite exploded in all other parts of the kingdom ;, though 
fteelbow, and fteelbow ftraw, are ftill in ufe in Scotland. In the latter cafe, the 
outgoing tenant is prohibited from felling any ftraw off the farm the laft year of his 
leafe, or at leaft to deliver to the incoming tenant a fpecified quantity of that article,, 
gratis. - 

f Aikerdaill or acredale, fignifies land in the neighbourhood of villages, &c. fet in 
fmall portions of an acre or thereabouts. 
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fet the lands out in aikerdaiUzt a high racked rent, and built a number 
of onfetts on the fame, and fet the lands at this racked rent at 144 bolls 
vi&ual, and fold them to Mr John Toung ; who being far difappointed of 
the rent he expe&ed, fold them over again to him; (Thomas Toung) at 
the fame racked rate of 144 bolls, of which he never could get thankful 
payment of 96 bolls, and the tenants became fo poor as not to be able to 
pay the rent ; and there is prefently owing him by a poor tenant thereof 
800 merks Sc. of filver, and 80 bolls vi&ual ; and that the tenants on one 
farm have other trades and callings whereby they live, and without 
which they could not pay their rent. He further alledged, that" great 
part of Nether Leny is a bare rauir, meet for neither tillage nor pafturage ; 
and touching the lands of Over Leny he affirmed, that within a (hort fpace 
after he acquired the right of the fame, he was conftrained to abate to 
one tenant 16 bolls of victual of his rent yearly, and to another 12 bolls ; 
but notwithstanding thereof they call the lands into his own hands, and 
he has laboured them with his own goods tftefe divers years bygone, and 
annually bellows very great charges by liming and otherways upon the 
fame ; and that a great part thereof is bare craggy hills, whereon a plough 
will not go. 

The Commiffioners of Teinds deferred the confider&tion of the ob- 
jections to the valuation till 14th Jan. 1631, when they fettled the rent 
of the parifh, (Neiber Cramond being ftill excepted) as follows, 

290}. bolls of wheat, 

1227 bolls of bear, 

1 139 bolls of oats and oat-meal, 
6 bolls of horfe corn, 
L. 12:7: 2* fterl. of vicarage teind ; 
amounting altogether, in (lock and teind, at the before mentioned rates 
of converfion, to L. 1667 : 1 1 : of *. 

The valuation of this parifh, in the Cefs books of the county of Edin- 
burgh, is L. 9591 : 12 : 2v Sc. and in thofe of Wejl Lothian, L. 705. Sc. in 

N a all 

* Records of the Teind Office, Edinburgh. 
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all :JL 10,296.: 12 : 21 Sc. or L. 858 : 1 : o T ' r fter. The Commiflioners, ap- 
pointed by Ad of Parliament 4th Aug. 1649, t0 ta ^ c t ^ s valuation on 
or before the 30th of the fame month, were required, upon oath, to ufe 
their bed endeavours to obtain a right and true information of the whole 
rents, and were directed to convert the victual rent in the three Lothu 
0ns into money at the fotlowing rates, viz. wheat at lis. 4^-d. bear, rye, 
tud peafe at 8s. 1 o$d. and oats and meal at 7s. 9|d. the boll *. Thefe rates 
were little more than half of the fiars of the county of Mid^Latbiun for 
that year ; but it appears, that notwithftanding their extreme modera- 
tion, the valuators a&ed in a manner ftill more favourable to the land- 
holders, to whom, it would feem, from the foregoing fettlement by the 
Commiffioners of Teinds, they made an abatement of one-fourth of the 
real rent. 

Since the beginning of this century, the rent and value of land, in 
this diftrid* has rifen in a triple proportion* In 1716, an eflate of 240 
acres fold for JL 6000, and the fame property was difpofed of, in 1789, 
for L. i5,7SP. Another eftate, extending to 550 acres, let in 1744 for 
L. 360, is now very low rented, the tenants hiviqg paid large graf- 

fums, at L. 740. The prefent rent of the parifh may be thus dated ; 

of the 3900 Scots acres it contains, 

2100 are distributed »to 14 farms, extending from 1C0 

to a 80 acres each, at a rdnt of - L. 3900 o o 

700 divided into 1 2 farms of from 40 to 80 acres ea,ch, 

at a rent of - - 1100 o o 

200 let to many different perfons, in ftnall proportions,* 

at the rent of - - - 4°° o o 

800 occupied by the refpedive proprietors, valued at - 1280 o o 

100 of wafte rocky and IjiUy ground, fuch as Corflar- 

pbineHtil 9 &Q. - - - 20 o o 

3900 ' \i • ' X.670G. a o 

Making an average of about 35s. per acre. The rent of the iron works 

may 

* Refunded Ads. . . 
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may be eftitnated at L. a6o, and the village of Cramond may yield (o 
the landlord about L. 140 per annum ; fo the total rent of this diftrid is 
Z. 7100. The fee fimple, or total value, of all the land in this parifh 
may be eftitnated at L. 210,000 j the property of about 1500 acres hav- 
ing been, within thefe few years, transferred for L* 87,000, or JL 5* 
per acre. 

The produce of the land of this diftrift, taken one year with another* 
may be eftimated as in the following 

TABLE of PRODUCE. 
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From the foregoing Table, it will appear that the principal article 
raifed in this parifh is Hay ; the great demand for that commodity at 
Edinburgh fecuring a conftant market. It is produced from red and 
yellow clover feed, mixed with rye grafs, and is cut early ; formerly 
eight or ten pounds of the former, along with two bulhels of the latter* 
were fufficient to fow an acre, and did not fail to produce great crops 

for 

* Trone weight. 

t The boll for wheat, beans and peafe, and oats, contains 85 Scots pints, or 8789.36 
cubic inches, (femewhat more than 4 Winchefter bulhels of 2150.42 cubic in-* 
ches each,) and weighs from 224 to 256 lbs. 

% The boll for barley contains 124 Scots pints, or 12822,16 cubic inches, and' 
weighs from 288 to 320 lbs. 

$ Each boll of potatoes may weigh 28 ftone Dutch. 
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for two years fucceffivefy. But the frequent repetition of this crop has 
leflened the returns ; fo that it is now difficult to raife hay the fecond 
year, although double the above quantity of clover feed is allotted to 
each acre. The clover and rye grafs feeds are fown with the preced- 
ing crop of barley, wheat, or oats ; and care is taken to have the gtound 
previouily well pulverized with harrowing and rolling, and the ftones 
picked off. Hay is a favourite crop with the farmers, being an article 
eafily difpofed of, and alfo cheaply reaped j the expence of cutting and 
making feldom exceeding five (hillings the acre, even when the produce 
is above 200 Hone. Sometimes, though rarely, a fecond crop is made 
the fame year. 

In this pprifh Wheat takes the lead of all other grain ; the farmers be- 
ing induced to fow as great a quantity thereof as poflible, in order that 
they may be better enabled, by its lucrative returns, to pay the high 
rent of the land in this diftridh It is fown in every fituation, on every 
kind of foil, and often with very little attention to the ftate of the 
ground ; by which, and by the frequent repetition of this impoverilhing 
fpecies of grain, the crops are by no means fo good as they formerly 
ufed to be. Of this alteration the farmers are become fenfible ; and 
therefore, although they ftill endeavour to have a great proportion of 
their land in wheat, they are now more attentive to have the ground on 
which it is fown in good order. Summer fallow, potatoes, beans and 
peafe, and rag-faugh # , feem now to be the moft general preparatives 
for a crop of wheat. 

Beans or peafe, either lingly, or mixed together, are raifed in con- 
fiderable quantities ; part is fown in drills, and regularly horfe hoed, 
though this pra&ice is far from being generally followed. 

Oats are ftill much cultivated, but not in fo great a proportion to 
other grain, as they formerly ufed to be. Dutch oats have, in fome 
places, been of late fubftituted in the room of barley, as they are well 

adapted 

* Rag-faugh is ploughing the ground twice or thrice after cutting hay. 
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adapted for (owing late in the feafon, and thus enable the former to 
work his land in the fame manner as for the lad mentioned crop. 

A large quantity of Barley was formerly raifed in this parifh, when 
it was the cuftomary practice to lay the whole dung of the farm on the 
land deftin&d for this grain j which, with frequent ploughm'gs, infured 
a lucrative return. But, of late years, the dung being almoft wholly 
' allotted to the wheat, the barley has declined in quality, and become 
fo unprolific, that fome of the farmers have entirely given up fowing 
that article, fubftituting in its place Dutch oats, as before mentioned. 
The quantity of barley, produced in the parifh is, however, by no 
means trifling, as will be obferved from the Table. 

Potatoes form an important article of the produce of this diftrift, the 
vicinity of Edinburgh affording an opportunity of difpofing of them to 
advantage. They are an excellent preparatory for wheat, though a ve- 
ry troubiefome crop, requiring much attention and great labour. 

Some turnips, cabbages, carrots, and yams, are cultivated in this di- 
ftrift, thotjgh the quantity is but fmalL The yams are very productive;. 
the red fpecies never yielding lefs than 50, and fometimes producing 
100 bolls of 28 Hone each, per acre, even without having the ground 
dunged. The white yam, a more delicate kind than the former, but 
coarfer than potatoes, produces alfo a great crop, and is reckoned more . 
fafe.for cattle than the red fort, which is apt to hove them, when taken 
in quantities. 

A large proportion of this parifh is in paflure, chiefly about the gen- 
tlemen's feats. N o part of thefe grounds is let, for the purpofe of 
paflure alone, at lefs than 30s. an acre, and fome of them yield a rent 
of 45s. and 50s. the medium is therefore moderately dated in the table 
at 40s. an acre. The paflure grounds are applied to the purpofes of breed- 
ing and fattening cattle. A good quantity of butter and milk is fold, dur- 
ing the fummer; but there is, in this parifh, nothing equivalent to the 
profefled dairy in England, where lands are allotted for that purpofe a~ 
lone. 

The 
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The grain raifed in the parifls is- reckoned among the beft in the fhire; 
fo in eftimating the value I have added is. per boll to the liars of Mid- 
Lothian. The price of barley, oats, and beans, bears fome proportion to 
the ftate of the crop ; but the price of wheat, the moft important grain, 
(lands in no relation whatever to the produce *. This circumftance feems 
to be owing to a fufficient quantity for home confumption not being 
raifed in this country ; consequently the deficiency muft be fupplied by 
foreign grain ; and therefore the market falls to be regulated by the price 
of that article abroad. The price of hay would bear a near proportion 
to the produce f , as no foreign influence can prevail in this cafe, were it 
not afleded by the quantity of fodder procured by the corn crops, 
and alfo by its own produce in preceding years. Crops 1785 and 1786, 
although fraall and not weighty, were not however fo diminutive as the 
high rates at which they fold (yd. and rod. per ftone) would indicate; 
but thefe high rates were owing to the fcarce crop of ftraw in the fame 
years ; and in the fale of crop 1786 in particular, the price advanced a- 
bove its natural level, owing to the dread the people had of a dearth fimi- 
iar to that of the preceding year. But as foon as the winter pafled over, 
thefe fears diffipated ; and hay, of which a confiderable quantity remain- 
ed, fell rapidly in price, and continued low till 1790, when a weak crop 
of hay, in conjunflion with a ftill weaker crop of ftraw, -raifed it again to 
a high pitch. Potatoes have in price a nearer connection with the crop 
than any other produdion of the land, although no other crop varies fo 
much in its price, (from 4d. to 8d. per peck) j but this is entirely owing 
to the produce being equally variable. 

Straw 

* The produce of wheat in this diftiift in 1782, was about 6{ bolls per acre, and 
the price was 25s. per boll. In 1785, the produce of that article was only 5* bolls ; 
but that poor crop fold no higher than 18s. a boll, owing to the opening of the ports 
for the importation of wheat, by which procedure the farmers in this diftrift were 
confiderable lofeis. 

+ In 1780, the price of hay was j}d per ftone ; in 1781, 7d. in 1782, 6d. in 
x 7 8 3> 5id. in 1784, 6Jd. in 1785, iod. in 1786, gd. in 1787 and 1788, jdj. and in 
1789, 5 {d. 
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Straw is in itfelf an objeft of great importance in this parifh, as well 
as in the whole country for five miles round Edinburgh ; peafe ftraw is 
the moft valuable, felling from 3d. to 8d. per done trone weight, and 
yields in confequence from 30s. to L. 5 per acre ; oat ftraw fells from ltd. 
to 6d. per ftone, and that of wheat from lid. to 4^d. Barley draw is the 
leaft valuable of all, never producing more than 3d. per ftone. As 
much ftraw is fold off the lands three miles, rouad Edinburgh, as pays, 
one year with another, 7s. 6d. for every acrVwithin thefe bounds. 

No certain rotation of crops prevails j one or other of the following 
fyftems is, however, ufually adopted. Firft courfe, 1. Fallow without 
dung, or Potatoes. 2. Wheat. 3. Beans, dunged or drilled on light 
ground, broad caft on the heavy land. 4. Wheat. 5. Barley. 6. and 
7. Clover and rye graft hay. 8. Oats.— Second courfe, 1. Hay, and' 
rag-faugh. . 2. Wheat. 3. Oats. 4. Beans and peafe. 5. Barley.— 
Third courfe, . 1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Oats. 4. Beans. 5. Barley 
or Dutch oats. 6. Hay: It rauft, however, be mentioned that thefe ro- 
tations are frequently broke into, owing to the inconftancy of the clU 
mate. 

The principal fpecies of manure ufed in this diftrid is afhes, (table and 
ftreet dung, 'from Edinburgh and Leitb, of which about 10,000 cart loads 
are annually brought into the parifh. Each cart load comes to about is. 
of prime coft, and is. 6d. of carriage, confequently the total amount of 
that article is L. 1250 per annum; and about the fame quantity of (table 
dung, &c. may be made in the parifh. The long continued ufe of the 
town dung has filled the foil full of every kind of annual weeds, in parti- 
cular bird feed, or wild muftard, called here fcaldricks, of which the 
whole fields are one continued blow in the early part of fummer *. Lime, 

O x from 

* The more luxuriantly this plant blows, the greater crop of grain is expefted 
from the ground. The tenants here are derided by the farmers in more remote parts 
of the country, on account qf the foulnefs of their lands, proceeding from the great 
abundance of ftrcet-dung. But the former comfort themfelves with the confidera- 

tion, 
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from the Earl of Elgin* $ quarries in Fife, and from Bourdeaux and \Gil- 
merton in Liberton parifh, is fometimes ufed for manure ; from 40 to 80 
bolls of fhells are laid on each acre, coding about is. 4c*. per ball. 
Marie was fome years ago difcovered on the farms of Jdarcbfield and 
Craigcrook, where a considerable quantity of that 'valuable article was 
procured ; but, the working becoming very expenfive, is now difcon- 
tinued, and the pits frogn whence it was taken are filled with water. 

The plough generally ufed is that invented by Small, (recommend- 
ed by Lord Karnes ;) having a curved mould-board, and a chain below 
the beam, drawn by two horfes, and worked by one man. This imple- 
ment which cofts L. 2, is far preferable to the old Scots plough, that re- 
quired four horfes, a ploughman, and a driver. The harrows are gene* 
rally of the old kind, with 4 bulls and 20 iron teeth, improved by Hots 
inftead of rungs; a few of Lord Karnes's harrows are alio ufed. The 
rollers are chiefly of ftone, 5^ feet in length, and 14 inches in diameter, 
drawn by two horfes, and coft, with the frame, L. 2. The dung-carts 
contain above 29 cubic feet, are mounted on ftout narrow wheels 
4^ feet in diameter, with iron axles, weigh about 5 cwt. altogether, and 
ufually carry 16 cwt. two horfes being yoked to each. Their price is 
L. 8 :-8. Single horfe carts are coming into ufe ; and it is affected that they 
occafion a confiderable faving of labour, one horfe being able to draw 
12 cwt. in them, with as great eafe as two do 16. cwt. in the former. 
Corn carts are fimple and light machines, mounted occafionally upon 
the wheels of the dung carts, for driving hay or unthrelhed grain ; they 
* coft only 15 (hillings *. There are in the parifh many drill ploughs ;* 
three or four of Mr Sandilands 9 patent fward-cutters ; fome very com- 
plete 

tk>n, that though the latter keep their grounds in much cleaner trim, they are, ne- 
verthelefs, unable to make it produce, one year with another, fo lucratively as the 
farmers in the vicinity of Edinburgh, who, from this plentifulnefs of manure, have 
crops almoft every year upon land naturally far from being of a fertile quality. 

* All the carts have narrow wheels, no bread wheels nor waggon* being ufed in 
the parifh. < 
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plete threfhtng machines upon a large fcale ; . and one of a peculiar 
form, conftru&ed by Mr George Robert/on at Grantoun-mains *, a very 
intelligent farmer, occupying the xnoft extenfive trad in this diftrift, 
from whofe valuable communications the prefent account of the agri- 
culture of the pariih was drawn up. This machine, though by no 
means comparable in firength to the former, anfwers the purpofe fuf- 
ficiently, and coiling only L. 20 is within the reach of even the inferior 
order of farmers. 

. Every fort of draught work is, in this pariih, performed by horfes, ox- 
en being. little, if at all, employed. Very few horfes are bred here, they 
coming chiefly from the counties of Linlithgow and Lanark, meafuring 
from 15 to 16 hands high, and coiling from L. 16 to L. 20. There may 
be about 200 horfes employed for the purpofes of agriculture in this 
diftrift, a much lefs number than formerly, when four were univerfally 
yoked to a plough, and this practice remained here fo late as 1780. 

There are in the parifh, about 100 ploughmen and carters, each of 
whom receive from L. 4 to Z. 5 in money, 29 6d. for kitchen f, 10s. 
for two pairs of (hoes, 64. bolls of oatmeal, a houfe and garden rent free, 
the carriage of their coals J, maintenance during harveft, and fome fmall 
perquisites, all together moderately eftimated at £. 13 per annum; a 
great increafe when compared with the wages of this clafs in 1760, 
which were no more than L. 8, including every article ; and even fo late 
as 1775, X.9. was reckoned high emolument. Maid fervants employed 
by farmers, are maintained in their mailers hbufes, and, befides, receive 
X. 3 per annum of wages. Barnmen, and other able bodied labourers, 
are paid from 5s. to 6s. a week, when conftantly employed j but when 

O 2 only 

* He publiihed, " Obfervations on the propofals of the Truftees, relative to turn- 
M pikes in the county of Mid-Lothian? 8vo. Edin. 1787. 

t Kitchen is an allowance inftead of milk, butter, fmall beer, and other articles, 
anfwering to the offonium of the Romans. 

\ Each ploughman and carter confumes in the year four carts, containing 16 cwt. 
each, carried from 8 to 10 miles. 
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only occafionally hired, is. id. a da£. A mafon's wages are is. 8d. and 
a hay cutter's from is. 6d. to is. 8d. per day. Reapers get from 6d. to 
is. a day, befides their maintenance during harveft. Women working 
in the fields earn in general 6d-a day, and are much better employed 
in that refpeft than formerly, there being now a great deal of hoeing, 
weeding, and picking performed by them, infomuch that they now 
have at leaft one half of the year outwork. When not thus employed 
they ufually betake themfelves to fpinning, at which they feldom make 
more than 3d. a day. Young girls earn from 3d. to 4d. a day in the 
fields. 

Work by the piece is now coming into ufe. In that cafe, corn is cut 
at 5s. per acre on an average, and threfhed at 6d. per boll. Hay is cut 
from is. 6d. to. 3$. per acre, according to the weight of the crop, and 
giade, in fome cafes, at 2s- per acre. Stone and lime walls are built at 
12s. and houfes, barns, and flables, at 25s. per rood, the employer fur- 
nifhing materials. 

The following table exhibits' a comparative ftate of the prices of la- 
labour in 1760, 1775, and 1790. 

*7<x> 1775 ^19° 

/*\*A-/"\ ^Va-/^ Aj^/n 

A ploughman, per annum L. 810 Z. 9 2 o Z. 13 8 o 

A maidfervant, ditto 1160 260 300 

A common labourer, per day 007 0010 012 

Amafon, ditto q i .i{ ,014 018 

Women in general* ditto 004 005 006 

Leafes are ufually granted for the term of .1 9 years. Two farms are 
held on a 57. years leafe, but fubfet at 20s.. and 30s. per acre more than 
the original rent. One extenfive barony is let at a low rate, large graf- 
fums having been paid at entrance; a pia&ice which cannot be too fe. 
verely reprobated, as it deprives the farmer, at his outfet, of the funds 
neceflary for carrying on his bufinefs with fpirit and effefr. 

The foil, as may be expefted in fo extenfive adiftrid, varies extremely. 

SECT. 
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POPULATION. 



HE following flatement, taken from the parifli regifters and ac- 
compt books, will give fome idea of the fluduations in the population 
of this parifli for 140 years, back. 



From 1 Jan* 1652 to 1 Jan. 1672 
1672 ^ — 
169a — — *- 
1712 f— 

^733 — - 

1753 





] 


Saptifms. 




Couples 
married. 


Buried 




Males. 


Females. 


Total. 




1672 


468 


420 , 


888 


345 


— 


1692 


535 


526 


Io6l 


3«5 


548 


171* - 


482 


473 


955 


3" 


633 


*733* 


565 


5«« 


1083 


199 


687 


1753 


5*4 


496 


1010 


23a 


55* 


1773 


427 


387 


814 


212 


44S 


»793 


373 


386 


759 


195 


458 



... »7 t 73 — 

The regifters of baptifms and marriages commence ift Sept. 1651; 
and appear tfo have been, for a long period, very accurately kept ; the 
greateft number baptifed in oneyear, was 72 (in 1682,) and the fmallefl 
2*1 (in 1663). No certain concluiions can be drawri from the number 
of marriages j for when the parties refide in different parifties, their 
names are inferted in the regifters of each. In 1665, 31 couples 
were married, while* m 1715 only one marriage is regiftered^ The num- 
ber of perfons buried was taken from the entries in* the parifli accompt 
books,' (which begin 20th June 1636), of the Aims paid for the hire of 
the mortcloths, ufually entered in fuch terms as thefe; " 17th Feb. i66j t . 

" Mortcloth: 

* The regifterfor 1720 being incomplete, the baptifms, marriages; and burials, of 
that, year are altogether omitted in the above ftatement •/ confequently each divifiohi 
contains exaftly 20 years. 
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" Mortcloth to Hallyards, 15s." " 8th Jan. 1699, Mortcloth for a child 
" of Mr John Mackenzie of Upper Cramond, ios." &c. The original 
mortcloths having been purchafed by contribution of the heritors and 
principal farmers, thefe perfons and their families were exempted from 
all payment of the dues for the ufe of them, confequently their burials 
are not entered in any of the parochial books ; and it likewife appears 
that when the populous barony of Leny belonged to the Myrtons of Gogar, 
feveral of the inhabitants were interred at Gogar Chapel, making ufe of 
the Corjlorpbine mortcloths. On thefe accounts, the deaths previous to 
1733 amounted in reality to a greater number than the table would in- 
dicate ; though from 1733 to 1793 they are, in general, fufficiently ac- 
curate. In 1688, 61 perfons were buried, and in 1670 and 1757, 10 
each year, the greateft and le^ft numbers in the books. 

In the time of the rebellion, 15th Aug. 1715, the minifter and fome of 
the heritors met at Cramond church, and took, a .note of the fencible men 
belonging to the partfh, whom they found to Amount to 324. The to* 
tal number of inhabitants at that period may, from this enumeration, be 
computed at 1600. , 

The return from this parifh to Dr Webfter in 1755, was H58 fouls; but 
not long afterwards, the population of this diftridt appears to have fuf* 
fered a rapid diminution ; one of the moil confiderable heritors in the 
pavilh having refolved to take his property into his own hands, for the 
purpofe of improving a naturally pQor trad of ground, and adorning it 
-with extenfive plantations, np lefs than three families of farmers, and 31 
of cottagers, containing in all about 160 individuals, were, in confe- 
rence, obliged to leave that eftate. The failure of the oyfter filhery, 
the enlargement of fome of the farms by throwing two or more into 
one *, and the removal of mechanics to towns, alfo contributed to the 
diminution of the population about this period. 

The 

* That the uniting of fmall farms, in place of occafioning a dec^cafc of population, 
as commonly fuppofed, does in reality augment the number of inhabitants, though it 

• - is 
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The eftabliftiment and extenfion of the iron manufa&ure could not 
fail to occafion an augmentation of the numbers of the inhabitant* of 
the parifh, who have, for forae years pad, been in a progreffive ftate of 
ihcreafe. In 17 8z, a note of families and individuals in Netber Cramond 
and it3 environs! was taken by James Bathgate, a clerk of Meffrs. Cadells 
and Edington; and, at my requoft, he took the trduble to complete his 
lift in 1785. On fumming it up> it was found to amount to. 319 fami- 
lies, and 1340 Individuals; but part of Mr Hope of CragiebalV* property, 
lying in Corfiorphine pari(h, having been inadvertently -inferted in this 
lift, the real numbers were 310 families, and 1306 individuals. 

The prefent incumbent, in a letter to Sir John Sinclair % after expref- 
fing his doubts as to the accuracy of the above ftate, mentioned that at 

the 

is true that fewer hands are employed in the cultivation of the ground than formerly, 
is maintained by the fame intelligent perfon who communicated to me the valuable 
obfervations on the agriculture of this diftrift, inferted in the preceding feftion. He 
adduces, in fupport of this feeming paradox, the neceffity every occupier of 40 
acres, and upwards lies under of employing one or two unmarried young men, who 
board in the houfe, and flcep in the ftables, to take care of the farm cattle, a talk to 
tvhich a married man cannot fubmit, as he has his own family to attend to in the 
evenings. Accordingly, it will be obferved, that on farms of from 40 to 100 acres 
unmarried men are almoft uniformly employed, the fanner and they doing the whole 
bufinefs, with little afliftance a from cottagers. But as no perfon who can avoid it, will 
employ any more of that defcription than are abfolutely necefTary for taking care of the 
horfes and other cattle, on account of the trouble fuch people occafion, the labourers 
on large forms are chiefly married perfons having families. Thus, on his own 
form, about half a century ago, when it was occupied by three tenants, there were a- 
bout fix unmarried men fervants, and only fix families of cottagers ; but now no lefs - 
than twelve men are employed, ten of whom have families, making a population of at 
lead one third more, and annually putting out a young colony of three or four to fer- 
vice, to trades, and to the army or navy. Perhaps it may here be afked how the 
former was formerly fupplied with labourers, from fo few married families of that 
defcription, and what now becomes of the children of the latter, when fewer hands 
*re required inhuibandry? But to this ananfwer is eafy, by ftating thefimple faft, that 
formerly it waa ufual for the fons of mechanics to apply to the plough, while hardly 
an inftance thereof now occurs* it bebg common for the fons of ploughmen to become 
tradefmen in their turn. 
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the date of his epiftle (6th Bee. 1790) the population of the parifh was 
neatly 299 families and 11 12 individuals. This however appears to be 
confiderably under-rated, even making allowances for the removal of 
mod of the gentlemen's families to Edinburgh in the winter feafon, and 
forfeveral new houfes (16 in number,) built in 1791 and 1792 ; fince a 
careful enumeration, fuperintended by Mr Robert Spot/wood before 
mentioned, on purpofe for this work, in fummer 1792, produced the fol- 
lowing Table. 



Individuals - ~- 


I485 


In Nether Cramond village 


343 


Males 


734 


In Over Cramond do. 


*37 


Females » 


75i 


In Lauriflon do. 


76 


Under 10 • 


359 


In Muttonhole do. 


73 


From 10 to 20 


298 


Refident heritors 


8 


From 20 to 50 


- 598 


Individuals in their families 


86 


From 50 to 70 


191 


Gentlemen, not heritors, and farmers 34 


From 70 to 90 


39 


Individuals in their families 


300 


Married couples 


247 


Eflablifhed clergyman 


z 


Widowers 


21 


Surgeon 


X 


Widows 


27 


-Clerks at the iron-works 


3 


Bachelors & unmarried women 


houfe- 


Millmen at do. 


12 


keepers 


3S 


Slitters at do. 


2 


Families 


33° 


Forgemen at do. 


6 


1 of 1 individual 


29 


Nailers at do. 


11 


■ of 2 individuals 


7i 


Spademalfers at do. 


8 


.— of 3 do. 


42 


Labourers, carters, &c at do. 


18 


of 4 do. 


5* 


Apprentices and boys at do. 


22 


of 5 do. 


43 


Seamen* and apprentices 


*3 




_ 'i'* 


Schoolmaflers 
Brewer 




— ^— - of 7 do. 


3 2 
22 


3 

1 


nf 8 rin 


r *> 


Baker 
Butcher 




■ ■ ■- of 9 do. 


12 

6 


1 
1 


■ of 10 do. 


6 


Smiths 


*3 


1, of 11 do. 


5 


Wrights, coopers, and turners 


3° 


■ of la do. 


2 


Mafons 


11 


of 13 do. 


3 


Weavers 


10 


- of 14 do. 


1 


Taylors 


9 


. of z6 do. 


i.„ 2 


Shoemakers 


5 


of 24 do. 


I 


Gardeners 


16 




I 


Licenced male fervants 


** 



Antiburghcr 
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Antiburgher Seceders 

Epifcopalians 

French Calvinift ' - 

licenced four-wheel carriages 

. . two- wheel do. 
^ carriage and faddle-horfes 

Carts 
Ploughs 

Licenfed alehouies v - 

Pigeon houfes - 



4 Gkffite 

9 Anabaptifts 

i Eftabliflied Church * 



7 

4 
46 

120 

75 
7 

10 



Horfes, of all kinds - 300 

Their value, from 40s to X. 50, ave- 
rage X. 1 2 each - X. 3600 
Cows and black cattle 350 
Their value, from 40s to X. io # ave- 



X 

6 

146+ 



Barrels of Strong Ale brewed annually 9 

of Small Beer do. - 8 

■ ■ of Twopenny Ale dp. 308 

Inhabited houfes, liable to duty 17 

Old window duty - X. 51 19 o 
Commutation tax X* 63 x6 6 

Houfetax - L9 15 3 



rage X. 6 each v X. 2100 

Sheep - - 600 

Their value, from X. 10 to X. 25, 

average X. 20 per fcore X.6oo 



Mr Jam* r Spot/wood farmer at Lenymuir, the oideft perfon in the pa- 
lifh, is new ia his 90th year ; and it is not a little remarkable, that the 
ages of him, two brothers and a lifter, all natives of this diftrid, born of 

P the 



*A full copy of the enumeration, which contains the names of the heads of families, 
their places of refidencc, and employments ; and the number of fouls in each family, 
divided into fexes, and claffed according to their refpeCtive ages, is made out for 
the purpofeof infertion in the ParifU Regular , agreeably 'to the recommendation of Sir 
John Sinclair in one of the introductions to his invaluable Stariftical Enquiry. Per* 
haps it may be found not unworthy of the attention of the landholders, in this and the 
neighbouring diftriCts, to keep by them* a roll of the inhabitants on their refpeCtive 
properties, the number of their families, the characters of individuals, &c. and have 
it corrected, by perfonal inquiries if practicable, towards the end of every year ; at 
the fame time administering relief and affiftance where requinte. The advan- 
tages attending that practice h is almoft uimeceffitry to enumerate, fince every pro- 
prietor would thereby obtain a clear infight into the real fituation of each family, have 
it in his power to feleft the mod deferring objeCts for, and afcertain their pretenfions 
to, relief, and be enabled to account Tor the inercafe or diminution of population, 
carefully encouraging every circumftance ccuuticing to promote the former, and, 
where expedient' or neceflary, checking all tendency towards the latter. 
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the fame parents, ami now livings amount to 324 years. The number 
of fonls above 70, will appear remarkably ftnall, when compared with 
the total of the population ; but this cannot be attributed to the cli- 
mate, few places in Scotland being able to boaft of a purer air, or more 
healthy fituatbn, than this parifh enjoys. Neither can it be referred to 
the intemperance of the lower claffes, their food confilting principally of 
oatmeal for breakfaft and f upper, with milk in the feafbn. They feldom 
tafte flefh, fi(h L butter, or cheefe; and during the winter months, live 
chiefly on potatoes, prepared in different ways. The inhabitants of the 
village of Cramond confume a great quantity of cockles, mufcles, limpets, 
and other fhell fifli j which appear to be a very healthy diet, as for fome 
years paft, the mortality of that place has been almofl exclufively con- 
fined to aged perfons and children. There are no difeaies particularly 
prevalent in the parifh j fome years ago, the common people ufed to he 
fo much affli&ed with the ague, efpecially during the fpring and fum^ 
mer months, that it was with difficulty the farmers could get the necef- 
fery husbandry work performed, for want of hands. This difeafe was wont 
to be exceedingly fev.ere and diftreffing, but it has, fince the year 1 775, 
almofl: wholly difappeaxed from this neighbourhood; a circumftance that 
may be attributed, in a great meafure, to the thorough draining of the 
ground. 



SECT. VJII. 

MINERALS, ISLANDS, BRIDGES, ROADS, REMARKABLE CUSTOMS, MANNERS 
OF THE INHABITANTS, EMINENT MEN. 

jt* reestone abounds in* many places, particularly along the ffiore at 
Caroline Parky and in Lord Rofeberrfs grounds j where it is of a foft 
friable nature, interfperfed with veins of ironftone. la Fair-afar farm* 

along 
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along the banks, and in the bed, of the river, is, a great quantity of free- 
ftone, of a whitifh colour, and of a hard clofe grit. At Laurifton is a 
quarry of the fame fort, the ftone, lying in inclined ftrata with perpen- 
dicular Mures, pretty foft and friable, and of a grey colour ; a great 
quantity is daily carried to Edinburgh. In Bamtoun inclofures, north of 
the houfe, there is freeftone of a white colour exceedingly hard, as alfo 
near Muirbcufe ; and at Peggie's Mill is a freeftone rock, but as it does 
not lie in any regular ftrata, the quarrying thereof is very difficult, 
fomethnes requiring the affiftance of gunpowder* 

Whinftone, moorftone, or granite, are found in great abundance, ef- 
pecially in Corjlorpbine, Leny, and Craigie hills, and in Cramond iflahd ; 
from the firft and laft mentioned places, ftones are quarried for the floors 
of ovens, a purpofe for which they are particularly adapted. Ironftone 
is to be met with, along the fhore at Caroline Park ; and the Carron com- 
pany frequently carry great quantities from thence to their works* It 
is generally found in ftrata two inches thick, inclofed in feams of free* 
ftone ; but it is fometiraes picked up in fmall detached pieces, of va- 
rious fizes. 

In fome places along • the banks of the Anon are veins of blae, or a 
kind of killas ; below Cocklemillis a vein of a light colour, on breaking 
whereof the figures of mofs or plants appear diftindtly marked on the 
ftones. There is a burft of limeftone rock in the bed of the fouth branch 
of the river at Venus ifland. Petroleum, and ochre both yellow and red, 
are fometimes met with in the fhelving rocks eaft from Long-green, and 
at the north end of Cramond town. , 

On the lands of Marcbfield is a fpriag of mineral water called the well 
ofSpaw, reckoned beneficial in fcorbutic cafes, and highly purgative if 
drunk copioiifly. 

There is an evident appearance of coal in the barony of Roj/fyun, and 
in the adjacent lands offVardie; large feams being perceivable on the 
fea fhore, both within and without the fea mark. The people in the vi- 
cinity, when fuel is fcarce, often carry off from hence parcels of coal, 

P 2 though 
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though of an exceeding poor quality. Hence arifes a proverb, current 
in the neighbourhood, " They are better than want, like Wardie coal/ 9 
A pit was funk 9 and machinery creeled, in PUt'oun wood in 1788, but a~ 
bandoned diredly, on account of the bftdnefs of the coal ; the veftigea 
of feveral mines are ftill to be feen,in the links of Broontpark. The coal 
ufed in this partfh is brought either from St David's and other ports on 
the frith of Forth, or from the pits to the fouthward of Edinburgh* 

There are in this parifti two iflands, one belonging to Barntoun, cal- 
led Cramond ifland, and the other to Granioun, bearing the name of 
Incbmkkcry. Cr amend ifland lies at the distance of 1338 yards N. N. E* 
of the village oiNctbcr Cramond, riling high in the middle, with fteep 
cliffs on the eaft fide compofed of granite. Thia ifland, containing 19 
acres, is acceffible at lpw water to foot pa0eager$, has on it two houfes, 
foxnetirnes inhabited * ; and formerly abounded wkh rabbits, though 
they are now alraoft extirpated* It was once the property, of the Bi* 
fliops of Dunkeld, but pafliflg from them to the fecond LatdBalmerinocfr, 
ba$ ever fince belonged to Barntoun. The Earl of Rofeberry, wifhing to 
acquire this ifland, in order to ornament with plantations an obje& 
ftanding in a confpicuous point of view from Barnbougle Caftle, made an 
offer of Z. 600 for it to (he prefect Duke of Sfyteiyherty, which fum his 
Grace was willing to accept ; but juft dt that crifis difpoftng of his whole 
property in this parifti to Lord Glenorchy % the matter dropped.* Lord Rofon 
berry afterwards renewed his propofab fw the flurchafe of the iflaod to La- 
dy 

* They once ferved as an afylum for unfortunate feihales whofe fltuation required 
a temporary retirement,, as appears from the Seflkm records. 18th Sept. 1690, the 
Minifter told the Seffion, that be being informed that a ftranger gentlewoman was 
brought to bed in Robert Young's houfein tramond ifland, he went with Mr Howifon of 
Braebead to vifit her. Not obtaining a fatisfaftory anfwer to his inquiries, Mr 
Memstes of Cantmo the ruling elder, with Mr Howifon and two flicriff officers were 
fent to the ifland to apprehend her, but meeting o*e Mr, Arthur Forbes there* he gave 
a bond for X. 400 Sc. obliging himfelf to fill the lady before the church feffion oi'Cra- 
tnond, on the 9th of (W7. next enfuing, but on the 15th of Sept* Mr Forbes carried her 
away from the ifland, fo his bond was declared forfeited. 



dy Gknorcby, who thought proper, as I was informed by his Lordfhip, to ate 
no lefs than Z. 2 too for this barreo fpot, which never yielded more thai* 
X. xo of yeaiiy rent; a demand that, it may well he fuppofed, he would 
not agree to, The prefent proprietor has generoufly complimented the 
BtkUh Wool Society with the free pafturage of this ifland, which is ex- 
cellently adapted for the Shetland breed of fheep. On this ifland, and 
alpQg the fhore of the parifh, about 10 tons of kelp are annually made 
from the fea ware. 

totyudb**}* above a mite to the N. E. atCratnond ifland, is a barren 
rock wt&ft thin furfoce of fad, measuring about two acres, much fre* 
<$uMt*d<by fcafowL- I-har&feen the furface q^aiteoverfpread with the 
eg$s of the twnn (ftimuhirundh), fo as completely to load a boat front 
Cramowi* If is' the opinion of the vulgar, that the pafture of this iflet 
is fufficient to maintain two fheep in good order, but that if a third is put 
ia, if wiU he (tarred, while the two former continue to thrive. 

Cra^ttOiki bridge, fituated about a mile from, the mouth of the river; 
caafifla of three aoches^ $zcb about 4P feet in diameter ;. the breadth of 
the road within the walk & Wdify 14 feet. The ikuation is extremely 
bad,, the river making a wide cftsvature immediately above k, by which 
means the Arc^m* ia place of <ortHng dire&ly upon the points of the: 
piers, ads with great force upon their fides, fo as often to (hatter them,, 
thereby occasioning frequent and ex pen five repairs. The date upon the 
center arch is 1619. ; but it appears there had been another bridge here 
before that period, as an a& of parliament was puffed in. 158 7, mentioning 
that a complaint had beta made, that the bridge of Cramond bad been for a 
long time fallen down, and nopaffage coald be got ever it; on which ac- 
count a eommiffion was gives to the Lord Stton, the Lairds of Dwidas, Cra- 
giebaliy Barnfaugle, and Invenkitb* or any three of them, to pafs to the faid! 
bridge and kifpe& the ftnje,; and the Lotds of Secret Council were thereby 
impowered to grant a reafonable ftent and taxation upon fuch parts of 
the country as they fhould think moft expedient, for the fupport of the 
faid decayed bridge, and to impofe tolls upon certain commodities paf~ 
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fing it. This .ftatute, however, would appear to haffc been of no effeft, 
gs another ad: of the fame import patted in 1607. While the bridge 
lay in ruins, the road along the ihore by Nether Cramond to Queens- 
ferry wa6 much ufed, and the effeft remained long after the caufe was 
removed ; {probably owing to the badnefs of the roads previous to the 
introdu&ion of turnpikes.) On that account the Earl of Haddington 
gave m a petition to Parliament complaining that the road from Cra- 
mond by Barnbougle to ^tteensferry is a private road, and much ufed 
by people to his great annoyance. An aft was therefore patted in 1662, 
changing the way betwixt the Sfyeensferry and Cramond by Bbrnbougle, 
and ordering travellers between the two former places to go round by 
Cramond bridge. There is no other bridge over the Amon in this pa- 
rifli, except that built by the Hon. Charles Hope Weir df Ctiagieball, de* 
{bribed at p. 67. 

The roads in this diftridt, are in general kept in good repair, and are 
chiefly compofed of granite, broken leifurely with hammers into fmall 
pieces, by poor old men paft other labour, and ftrewed on the middle of 
the road ; afterwards the fides and ditches are cleared of rubbiih, which 
is thrown over, and footi incorporates with, the Hones. The public road 
from Edinburgh to $ueemferry, one of the moft pleafant and frequented 
in Scotland^ traverfes great part of the parifli, eroding the Amon at Cra- 
mond bridge, on the weft fide of which is a toll bar, let in 1 789 for Z. 142, 
but in 1 790, the rent fell to L. 130. 

There ufed to be a feftival celebrated jn this parifli, upon the ifl of 
Auguji annually, called the Lammas Feaft. On that day, the herds # 
in the eaftern quarter met upon Corjlorphine Hill, and thofc in the weft 
aflembled upon Leny Hill ; each party had a tower built of fods, with 
tables of the fame materials, having a trench dug round them for the 
conveniency of fitting, at which they feafted on cream, butter, and 

cheefe, 

* Boys who attended the cattle, to prevent their trefpaffing on the corns, when 
iaclofures were as yet rare. 
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cheefe. .After dinner, the ftandard bearer of each party took down 
the enfign, made of a taWecloth ornamented with all the ribbons the 
herds could borrow from the girls of their acquaintance, elevated on a* 
Jbng pole, from the top of their refpedtive tower. The piper went play- 
ing before the ftandard bearer, behind whom marched the herds ar- 
ranged in order, and blowing their horns, (ill they came to Cramond 
muir, wbe*e both* patties htet. The weaker .fide generally fubmitted* to 
the ftronger by foweriog it* colours ; and then races were run betwixt' 
picked men of both parties j after which each returning to their own 
t*wer, fpent the evening ^ in jollity, running races, and playing at the 
ball and at quoits. It" however fometimes happened* that each party 
being nearly equal in numbers, neither would agree to fubmit to the o~ 
ther, by lowering its -flag;, in fuch cafes they deeided thefuperiority by 
fotce, partictifarly in 1734, when- ihahy were forely hurt on both fides.' 
^Fhe 4aft party, although worfted in the fight, had the addrefs to carry 
off the colours of tfhe weft divifioa, who, in reprifal, dripped the prifonere 
tfeey J»d taken of their coats, which they kept till their flag was reftored; 
Tbfe feftival,' (of which* I have giyen but a brief (ketch,, as a minute ac- 
count of a'flmilar ceremony is printed in the ift volume of the Tranfa&ion* 
of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, p. 192, — 1-981). has been difufed: 
in this parifh fince 175$. 

As for the manners of the different clafles of inhabitants, it may con* 
fidently be affirmed, that no other country parifh in Scotlan d> of equal 
extent, contains- a- greater number of refident heritors more decent in 
their general deportment, more punctual in attendance on religious or- 
dinances, more ready to promote every meafure tending to- alleviate the 
diftrefies, or to meliorate the fituation^ of the common people ; and, what 
will appear not a little extraordinary when the fplendid fortunes poflef- 
fed by fpme of them are considered, more free from luxury, pride, and* 
oftentation. There is, therefore, every reafon to fuppofe that the land* 
ed property, of this diftxift, which has already undergone fo many 

changes 
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changes, will now continue, for a long courfe of years in the poffeffion 
of the defcendants of the prefent heritors* The farmers are in general 
induftrious, fober, intelligent, and hofpitable j few are wealthy ; and 
none of them, happily for their families, entertain the foolifh ambkiort 
of vying with their fuperior? in the luxuries of life* With refped to the 
lower claffes, I can fafely aflert, from the obfervation of feveral years, 
that a greater degree of induftry, honefty, and content; cannot be feea 
any where. No doubt there are exceptions, especially among a 
particular clafs ; but the before mentioned character is applicable to a 
great majority of the common people* particularly thofe employed in a~ 
griculture ; and they demeaned themfelm in a quiet and peaceable man- 
ner, well worthy of imitation, during the late ferment that agitated the 
country. Senfible of the invaluable bleffings fecured to them by the ex- 
cellent conftitutioo of this kingdom, which has ftood the teftofages, no 
wifh for innovation or alteration found a place in their minds, and no re- 
forming clubs presumed to rear their heads in this diftr&L Indeed, no room 
for complaint can poffibly exift, when it is considered how equitably the 
taxes for iecuring thefe bleffings are approportioned ; fince by a calcula- 
tion, founded on careful inquiry, which will be found rather over than 
finder the trutli, it appears that each individual, in the families of the 
common people of this parifh, does not pay, in indirect tbxes for necef* 
fary articles, viz. fope, candles, leather for fhoes, fait, and the beer 
they may have occafion to ufe when milk cannot be had, more than 
i$. 5*d. yearly. While at the fame time it will be found, that the re- 
sident heritors, and a few other gentlemen and farmers in thiadiftrnft, 
pay in dircft impofitions, fuch as the cefs, and the duties on inhabited 
houfes, windows, horfes, carriages, and fervants, no lefs a fum than 
L. 41 q per annum, not to reckon indireft taxes on the variety of articles 
confumed in their families, extending to a £am beyond all computation, 
though certainly far exceeding X. 1000 annually. 

1 will now conclude this iaft fedlion, with briefly noting the perfofla 
diftinguiflied for their a&ions, their writings, or other remarkable quali* 

- fications, 
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fications, to which the parifh lays claim on account of their being pro* 
prietors or natives of this diftrift, and the number of thefe is by no 
mean* inconfiderable. During the courfe of the laft century, in parti- 
cular, the following are principally to be remarked, Sir James Elpbin- 
ftone of Barntoun, Secretary of State to James VI. by whom he was 
created Lord Balmerinocb. His fon, John, fecond^ Lord Balmerinocb, a 
nobleman noted for his fpirited oppofition to the arbitrary meafures of 
Charles I. for which he narrowly efcaped lofing his head ; and for being 
the beft friend the Covenanters had, fupplying them with money till 
he irretrievably ruined a very ample fortune. Sir Thomas Hope of Gran- 
toun, Advocate to Cb^rlcs I. well known as one of. the ableft and molt 
fuccefsfiil lawyers at the Scottifh bar ; to whof^ found counfel the firm 
eftabliftiment of the Prelby terian mode of worlhip in this kingdom is hi 
a great meafure owing. His grandfbn, Sir William Hope of Grantoun, 
who was diftinguiflied for fuperior proficiency in the fafhionable accom- 
plifhments of the times in which he lived, particularly for great (kill in 
fencing, and in horfemanfliip, on each of which fubje&s he publifhed a 
celebrated treatife. That fine fcholar, and pleafant companion, but 
crafty and flippery ftatefman, Sir George Mackenzie firft Earl of Cro- 
marty, who£e numerous works are well known. During the courfe of 
the prefent century, may be reckoned Sir James Mackenzie of Royf* 
toun, a Lord of Seffion and Judiciary, confidered as one of the firft 
Judges in criminal caufes of his time ; John Law of Laurifton, Comp- 
troller General of the Finances of France, and his nephew John Law of 
Layri/tou, Chevalier de St Louis and Maxechal de Camp. But all thefe 
will be more particularly noticed in the biographical and genealogical 
collections immediately following. 

The farm of Grantoun in this parifh, was for a long feries of years oc- 
cupied by a: worthy race of fanfiers of the name. ofClegborn ; feveral of 
whofe offspring have made no finall figure, and merit a place here. 

George Clegborn, born at Grantoun 18th Dec. 1716, Surgeon of the 
2id Regiment of Foot, was quartered with it in Minorca from 1744 to 

Q. 1749, 
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1749, and foon afterwards publifhed im o&avo volume, intituled, " CHj 7 
< ** fervations on the Epidemical Difeafes in Minerca, from the year *7J4 
- li to r749, to which Is prefixed a fbort Account of the Climate, Produc- 
tions, Inhabitants, and Endemial Difeafes of that Iflandj" which has 
pafTed through feveral editions. Settling as a phyfician in Dublin, h$ 
rofe to high eftimation and extenfive practice; and being appointed 
Le&urer of Anatomy in Trinity College, w*is the firft pe*fon that iefta- 
blifbed what could, with any degree of propriety, be called an Anato- 
mical School in Ireland, which long flourifhed with (till increasing fpierf- 
dor and utility under his aufpices. Having acquired an ample fortune 
by his profeflion, he made feveral purcfraftfe -in that kingdom, particu- 
larly in the county of Medth / and died at one of his- feats, there, 22d 
Dec. 1789, aeta. 75, unmarried, leaving the bulk of his great property 
to his ekleft furviving nephew George Clegborn of * Kilcarty in Maitb, (of 
-which county he. is High Sheriff and Major of Miiifia, this ptefent y.eac 
.1793,) alfo a aatiye of this parifh* . . T ' ' ••..'.■ 

William Clegborn, nephew of Dr. George Clegborn, born at Grantoui* 
30th OB. 1754, ftudied at Dublin Univerfity, and completed his medi- 
cal education at Edinburgh College 9th Sept. 1779- Hp afterwards vU 
fited feveral parts of the Continent, and returning to Dublin in 1780, 
was aflbciated with his uncle as Anatomical Profeflbr in Trinity. College* 
Very high expectations were entertained of his fuccefi ;. but thiefe hopes 
were unhappily blafted by his premature death, of a fever, ait Dublin 
i<oth April 1783, aeta. a8. His brother, Dr.. James Glegborn' f . like wife 
a native of thispariih, (hcceeded his uncle as Profeflbr of Apatomy in. 
Trinity College in' 1790. 

Having now concluded what may properly be called the Topography 
of the parifh; I propofe now to proceed to the fecond part of this, work, 
containing genealogical and biographical coile&lons rerpcding the mod 
antient and considerable families, and remarkable individuals! who now 
poffefs, or formerly enjoyed property, in this dklrift. 

PART 
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SIR GEORGE MACKENZIE OF ROYSTOUN, FIRST EARL OF CROMARTY, 
AND HIS SON SIR JAMES MACKENZIE OF ROYSTOUN. 

OIR Ge org e Mackenzie of Tarbat, eldeft fon of Sir John Mackenzie joi 
Tar bat,. Bint, (by Margaret, daughter and coheirefc of Sir George 
Erjkine of Innerteii, one of the Senators of the College of juftice), was 
born in the jew 1630^ and fucceeding his father in 1654, immediately 
requefted from King Charles II. a commiffion to raife what forces he 
could, in order to attempt his Majefty's refloration. Having obtained 
that commiffion, he joined the Earl of Middleton with a large body of 
men, and in company with that nobleman, fuftaiaed a war againft the 
Englifh for a whole year ; but being defeated .by .Qolonel Morgan,, he 
made a capitulation with the ruling powers, upon very honourable 
terms *• 

At the Reftoration, his old friend Lord Middkton, coming into the 
chief direction of Scottiih affairs, Sir George became his princi- 
pal confident; and was, in j66?, fent up .to London by that nobleman 
with two draughts of an A6t of Indemnity, one of them containing a 

Q*.. 2 claufe, 
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claufe, declaring twelve particular perfons incapable of holding any 
place of public trull. Sir George met with a gracious reception from 
the King, and was considered at Court as one of the mod promifing 
young men in Scotland. In corrfequence of his fuggeftions, his Majefty 
iffued an order of council, empowering Middlcton to pafs the Adk with 
the before mentioned claufe ; and Sir George was fent back with it to 
Scotland, accompanied by the Duke of Richmond and the Earl of New* 
burgh. The wild and ungoverned extravagancies of thefe noblemen, 
occafioned Middleton\ whole conduit to fall into fuch an univerfal o- 
dium, and fo much contempt, that the King was forced, in a fhort time, 
to put an end to his miniftry *. 

MiddletorCs intention in having the above mentioned claufe inferted 
in the A£t of Indemnity, was with the view of getting the Earls of Craw- 
ford and Lauderdale* aod Sir Robert Murray, whom he reckoned bis 
principal enemies, included among the perfom tabe incapacitated. By 
Sir George Mackenzie's, advice, every member of Parliament was ordered 
to give in a lift of twelve perfons; fticb as had the greateft number a. 
garflft them on thefe lifts to be declared incapable ; and emiffiries were 
Cent abroad, who fo managed matters, that thefe three obaaoxioos perfons 
were included: in the twelve by a great majority. Upon the paffing of 
the ad, tte Duke of Richmond and Sir George Mackenzie were feleded 
by Lord Middleton to carry it up to Court for the King's approbation. 
Knowing that all fuccefs depended on the ad's being kept fecret, arid 
carried to his Majefty, before he fhould be prepofiefled againft it by 
Lord Lauderdale ot hfe party, care was taken iovifit the pacquet, and to 
flop all the pofls frofti Edinburgh to Durham; but th*fe precautions 
were fruft rated by the diligence of Lord Lorn % who difpatched by the 
crofs roads a fervant, that got to Court three days before the others. The 
King receiving the news he brought with great furprife* allured Lord 
Lauderdale of his protection ; fo upcta the Duke's and Sir George's arri- 

• val, 
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val, he gave them but a cold reception ; and on their delivering to him 
the A& of Incapacity fealed up, told them that it never fliould be open* 
ed by him; adding, that their laft a&ings were like thefe of madmen, or 
of men who were perpetually drunk. Sir George faid all was yet en- 
tire, and in his hands ; the aft being, by a fpecial claufe, of no force 
unlefs approved of by his Majefty ; he magnified Middletoris zeal for 
his fervice, and the loyalty of the Parliament, who had on this occa- 
fion confulted both his fafety and honour ; adding, that the incapaci- 
tating claufe was only intended to put it out of the power of men, who 
had been formerly bad inftruments, to be fo any more ; and even that 
was fubmitted by them to his judgement. Charles heard all this very' 
patiently, and difmifled them without any farther difcourfe on the fub- 
jed, fo they hoped he was molified ; but in a fhort time Middleton was 
difmifled fuom all his places ; and Sir George Mackenzie, (baring his fate, 
remained without any power or intereft during the long adminiftration 
of the Duke of Lauderdale ; which could not fail of being but an irk* 
ibme fituation for a young man, full of ambition, and of great vivacity 
of parts # . 

Upon Lauderdale's difgrace, Sir George again rifing into favour was, 
on 16th 0£l. 1678, appointed Lord Juftice General of Scotland ; id 
Nov. 1 68 1 he was made orte of the Lords of Seffion, in the room of Sir 
Thomas Murray of Glendoick, fuperfeded ; and the fame year had the 
office of the Lord Regifter bellowed upon him. Becoming now Prime 
Minifter for Scotla*d T he purchafed the lands of Royjloun, on which he 
built the houfe defcribed at page 15, in order to have a pleafant retire- 
ment at a fmall diftance from the capital, where his prefence was fre- 
quently required ; and he continued to poflefs the chief power of Scot- 
land during the remainder of the reign of Charles, and all the time of hi* 
fuccefibr James; by whom, upon the 15th Apr. 1685, he was created 
Vifcount of Tarbat % and Lord Macleod of Cajilebaven f . 



At 
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At the Revolution, his Lordfhip came to Court, and was well receiv- 
ed by King William ; but his arbitrary proceedings in the two former 
reigns had rendered him fo obnoxious to the people, that his Majefty 
did not then think proper to employ him. However, in 1692, his 
Lordfhip was reftored to his old office of Lord Regifter, in which, it 
would appear, from the lately publilhed correfpondence of Principal 
€arjlares % he conduced himfelf in a manner not to be imitated by any 
honeft man. Secretary Johnfltme % in a letter to t the Principal, dated 
1,6th May 1693, fays, " Tarbat ha* been catched grofsly malverfing in 
" his office of Clerk both in public and private bufihefs in Parliament, 
" and it was only to prevent noife that he was not fufpended from his. 
" office. His faliifying the minutes over and over again was made fo 
4i plainly appear in Parliament, that neither he nor any man for bim 
" had fo much as one word to fay in his defence* And my Lord Colin- 
" toun will to morrow petition the Parliament, and decline him aa 
u clerk, for emitting the other day an order, in the name of Parliament, 
" which order they never gave, in a private procefe depending before 
44 the Parliament betwixt my Lord Tarbat's mother and Lord Qolintoutu 
44 This is the third time Lord Tarbai hath been catched, and the thing 
44 always fo grofs, that he loft countenance and gave over defending 
'"'himfelf, yet flill he relapfes- I have been tried by one for him if he 
" might be allowed to fell his place. He has made try Grant if he 
44 would buy it, and he offers to fell it for 50,000 merks ; now confider 
" that he'll make this money by it in a year and a half, and imagine 
44 what can be his reafon to fell it. For my own part I am fully fatis- 
" fied that whatever my Lord Middkton is doing he is at the bottom of 
" it, and if he is in earned to fell it fo cheap, it is becaufe he trufts to 
14 the fuccefs of the defigns now in Lord Middkton\ hands." Secretary 
John/lone in another letter mentions that Tarbat fent Lord Colintoun 
word that he would not be clerk in his concern, and fo prevented the 
cloud ready to break upon him ; and in a third letter he animadverts 

upon 
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wpon his Lordfhip's conduft in negociating with the clergy, in order to 
prevent their taking the oaths of allegiance and aflurance *. 

Of the fituation into which he had brought himfelf by thefe unwar- 
rantable practices, Tarbat was fo fenfible, that 16th May 1695, he wrote 
to Mr Car/lares, in thefe terms*: " I know too well the temper of our 
44 hott -party not toknow with that how inconvenient it were for you 
44 to be feen hi my company ; yet fince I am fure you wifti them well, 
" and the King at eafe from their turbulent defigns, k will not difpleafe 
** you to carry to the king what may contribute to both thefe ends, 
44 which, I can aflure you, the tnclofed will in forae meafure do. I en- 
44 treat you to reprefent to the King, that I am not afraid of my adver- 
44 fars, for I am not guilty of a thought prejudicial to him, nor wearied 
u of ferving him ; but if he judge it either fit or eafy to-pleafe a- party 
44 with allowing my addrefs for a private life* I can as willingly quit a: 
41 beneficial office to ferve him, as they can trouble him untill they- get 
" it. Though I an* afraid this will not cure the diftemper, yet its all 
" that I can contribute to it.. But, when their heat cannot bear with 
44 the E. Mtlvil&s family, and with you, to- whom they owe", under the 
41 King, all the power they have,, lean little wonder at their fretting at 
14 me ; but! hope their fbHy will not frighten the King from faithful 
41 fervants, nor you fronr giving counfel for their fakes, whofe fire will 
44 hurry to felf-prejudice, if not ftopt by prudence. I hope my fidelity 
"• in endeavouring to enlarge tire bottom of his Majefty'i government; 
44 and especially by bringing in fuch of the northern clergy, as would 
144 qualify themfelves for- ecclefiaftical office according to the prefent 
44 law, will not always be eonfidered as undutifulnefs in me; I wifh the 
44 holding of fo many out be not. But I fhall be beft pleafed if my fears 
44 for the efFeft of thefe heats be difappointed ; I will adventure to en- 
41 ' treat the favour to yon, to fecondmy defirefto the King, in giving me 
44 a &fe and eafy retreat, and to favour me with a letter, whereby thofe 

44 in: 
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44 in the government may know, that my perfon, my little eftate, and 
44 the penfion which his Majefty has given me during my life, and not 
44 depending upon my being in or out of employment, may be fecured 
44 by his Majefty's prote&ion. And if you pleafe to give him my faith- 
" ful aflurance of being as zealous for his perfon and intereft when in a 
44 private, as if I were in the higheft ftation, I will make good your 
" promife, and likewife allure you, that by fo doing, you will very much 
44 oblige me, and engage me to be your faithful friend and fervant *•" 

In that letter was inclofed the following draught of a warrant to be 
iflued by the King. 44 We having allowed our right well beloved and 
44 right trufty coufin and counfellor, George Vifcount of Tar bat, to lay 
14 down the office of Clerk of our councils, regifters, and rolls j and his 
44 old age rendering him lefs able to attend frequently at our council, 
44 it is our pleafure that he be not called to attendance, but when he 
44 voluntarily comes, or on our exprefs call. And we likewife require 
" the Lords of our Treafury now in place, or any who fliall fucceed 
14 them, to make the penfion of L. 400 yearly, under our privy feal, 
41 granted by us to the faid George Vifcount of Tarbat during his life 
44 to be effe&ually paid to him in manner as is contained in our letter 
44 of gift, a/id penfion granted to him by us, in all points *•" 

Lord Tarbat, with an anxiety for the fuccefs of this application, that 
gives no very favourable idea of his innocence, again wrote on the fub* 
jed to Mr Carjiares % 1 ith June 1695, concluding thus : ** I wifli to have 
44 a very general remifiion fent me, becaufe I fee faults fifht for in o~ 
44 thers on no great grounds. If it comes, let it contain treafon, perduel- 
44 lion, and a general of all crimes ;' though, on all that's facred, I know 
44 not myfelf guilty, nor do I fear any thing on this fide lrifli witneffes 
44 or evidence f." 

Upon the accefGon of Queen Anne his LordJhip was fent for to Court; 

conftkuted 

* CarftareSf 229, 230. 
t Carftares, 231. 



MACKENZIE OF ROYSTOUN. I Zi) 

conftituted Secretary of State, and advanced, on the id of Jan. 1705, 
to the dignity of Earl of Cromarty. His Loi'dflwpV great age making 
the fatigue of the Secretary's place uneafy, he demitted that office in 
1704, and in lieu thereof, got an employment of a much eafier nature, 
that of Lord Juftice General, which he refigned in 17 10. He zealouf- 
}y promoted the Union, not only by his votes and fpeeches in Parlia- 
ment, but alfo by publications on that fubjefi: ♦. 

In June 1714, ia the 84th year of his age, his Lordlhip retired to 
his noble feat of NeW< Tarbat in >Rofs~/bire, with a determined refolutiort 
to (lay fix years there and Kve thriftily, in order to fave up- money that 
he might fpend in London? but this moft commendable defign wa» 
moft unexpectedly interrupted in ks very outfet, by death, who remov- 
ed hi* Lord (hip from this tranfitory Itage, at New Tarbat 17 th A<ug, 
17 14, a few days after Queen Anne had given way to fate* 

Lord Grbmarty % although extremely fickle and unfteady in his politi- 
cal conduct, was allowed to be a good natured gentleman, pofiefied of 
a great meafure of polite learning, and good parts, and mafter of an. extra- 
ordinary gift of pleating and diverting, conversation, which rendered him 
one of the moft entertaining companions in the world. He was one of 
the original fellows of the Royal Society, and reckoned among the ablefc 
members of that learned body ; in the Philofophicai Tranfa&ions* many 
papers of his Lordfhip's may be feen. His other publications, arranged 
in chronological order, are, i. A Vindication of King Robert III. from.the 
Imputation ofBaftardy, Edin. 1695,410. — 2. The Miftaken Advantage 
by Railing of Money, Edin. 1695, 4to. — 3. Letter to the Earl of Wetnyfi 
concerning the Union with England^ Edin. 1706* 4to.— 4. Friendly Re- 
turn to a Letter concerning Sir George Mackenzie* s and Sir John Nijbef% 
Obfervations and Refponfe on the matter of Union, Edin. 1 706, 4to. — 
5. SynopJLt Apocalyptica, or a fhort and plain Explication of DanieFs Pro* 
phecy> and of St Jobn's Revelation in concert with it,. Edin. 1 707, 

R 4to.. 
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4to. — 6. Historical Account of the Confpiracy of the Earl of Gowrie, anji 
of Robert Logan of Reft a/rig, againft King James VI, Edin. 1713, 
8vo, — 7. A Vindication of the fame from the miftajces of Mr John An- 
derfon Preacher of Dunbar ton in his defence of Prefhytery, Edin. 1714, 
8vo # . 

His Lordihip was twice married ; firft to Anne, daughter of Sir James 
Sinclair of Mey, Bart, and fecondly, 11th Ap. 1700 t y to Margaret 
Countefs of Wemyfs. By this laft, who died in 1705, he had no ifluej; 
but by his firft wife he had three fons ; 1. John, fecond Earl of Cromarty, 
who married, firft, in 1685, Lady Elizabeth Gordon, daughter pf Charles 
Earl of Aboyne; fecondly, 35th Ap. 1701 f» Maty, daughter of Alexan- 
der Lord Elibank ; and thirdly, Anne, daughter of Hugh Lord Lovat ; and 
departed this life in 173 1, leaving iffue.— 2. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie of 
Cromarty, who, in 1704, was created a Baronet, with his father's prece- 
dency (8 Feb. 1628). He got from his father, in 1695, the extenfive 
barony of Cromarty, purchafed in 1649 from Sir Robert Innetj aqd wag 
fucceeded by his fon, Sir George Mackenzie, wfho becoming bankrupt, 
Cromarty was fold to William Urqubart of Meldrum in .17.41.— 3. Sir 
Jqmes Mackenzie of Royjlwn.-— The Earl of Cromarty by his fijft lady, 
bad alfo four daughters; 1. Lady Margaret, married to David Bruce of 
Clackmannan j— 2. Lady Elizabeth, married to Sir George Brown of CoaU 
Jloun.—^. Lady Jean, born nth July 1661, married to Sir Thomas 
Stewart of Balcq/kie; — and, 4. Lady Anne, married to John Sinclair of 

Murkle, 

* Lockhart of CarnwatVs Memoirs, 66*~- 68. 
f Parifh Regifter. 

% To her memory Lord Cromarty ereded a ftatue in Wemyfs Caftle, haying an 
inscription, ending with thefe lines : 

Pulchra Venus, Pallas fapiens, ttcafta Diana, 

Trinafub hoc cernitur are Dea. 
Pars ejus melior vivitque perennior Mo, 

Mens ea cceleftis jam fuper qftra regit. 

Corporis effigiem pofuit Cromertius beros, 

Nuptafuit mafto nam Dea trina viro. 
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Murkfc, Senator of the College of Juftice, brother of the Earl of Caltk- 
nefs, and died at Edinburgh lift. OS* 1.740. 

Sir James Mackenzie, third and youngeft fbn $ came into pofleffion 
of Rojtfloun, in virtue of an entail executed by his father in 1688, by 
which this barony was fettled on him and the heirs male of his body r 
which failing, on Sir Kenneth his brother, and the heirs male of his bo* 
dy. Applying to the ftudy of the law, he was in 1698 called to the 
bar, where he pradtifed with reputation, and was created a Baronet 8th 
Feb. 1704. Upon the refignation of his uncle Lord Prejlonhall, he 
was/ on the 7th of June 1710, appointed one of the Senators of the 
College 'of Juftice,"&nd a Lord of Jufticiary ; and fat on the bench with 
high reputation for more than 34 years, even until his death, at which 
time he was fenior Lord of Seffion. He died at Edinburgh 9th Nov. 
1744, seta. 73, and was buried on the 15th in the tomb of Sir George 
Mackenzie of Rofehaugb in the Grajfriars church yard. He is faid tc/ 
have beena perfon of vaft learning, honour, and probity, impartial in 
judgement, juftly ranked among the firft judges in criminal caufes of 
the age; and in private life a raoft polite, friendly $ agreeably face* 
tious, and affable gentleman. . 

Lord Royjtoun married Elizabeth, youngeft daughter of the celebrated 
Sir George Mackenzie of Rofehaugb, his Majefty's Advocate for Scotland r 
widow of Sir Archibald Cockburn, younger of Langtoun ; a marriage that 
involved his Lordfhip in a long courfe of litigation for his great property 
with the Earl of Bute, 'who had married Sir George's other daughter, 
in which the Earl finally prevailed. Lord Royjloun had by her two 
daughters, Anne, the wife of Sir WiUiatn Dick of Prejlonfield, Bart, 
and Elizabeth, married 13th Jan. 1725 to Sir John Stewart of Grand- 
tully, Bart, alfo one fon, George Mackenzie of Little Farne/e, born 18th 
Ott. 1708, a Captain in Sir John Bruce Hope's Regiment of Foot ; who 
married, 20th Jan. 1743, Ifi*b*h daughter of Archibald Stewart of 
Torrence, but died without iffue, in the lifetime of his father, at the 

R 2 T>ean 
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Dean -near Edinburgh, 15 th May 1744, aeta. 36. His widow afterwards 
married, 3d 061. 1748, Sir Robert Bender Jon of fardel, Bart. 



GRANTOUK. 

HOPE OF GRANTOUN. 

X 4 rom the moil authentic accounts, it appears, that although the firname 
of Hope has been of long (landing in this kingdom, John de Hope occur- 
ring as one of the free barons who fubmitted to Edward L when he in- 
vaded Scotland in 1296, this family is of French extradion. John de 
Hope, their immediate anceftor, was one of the gentlemen attending 
Magdalen de Valois, firft wife of King James V. at her coming into 
this country in 1537 ; and after the death of that beautiful princefs the 
fame year, he thought proper to fettle in this country. Marrying E* 
lizabetb, daughter of — — — Cuming, Efq. he was father of Edward 
Hope, one of the Commiflioners from the city of Edinburgh to the Ge- 
neral Afiembly of the church of Scotland in 1560. Henry Hope, fon and 
fucceflbr of Edward, a confiderable merchant, having frequent occafion, 
in the courfe of bufinefs, to vifit the continent, married, on one of thefe 
excurfions, a French lady, called Jaqueline de Tott (or, as fome call her, 
Joanna Juvitoi), and by her had two fons. Henry Hope,\ht youngeft, fol- 
lowing the profeffion of his father, was progenitor of the great and opu- 
lent branch of the Hopes of jimjlerdam; a houfe, for extent of commerce 
and folidity of credit, fuperior, without exception, to any private mer- 
cantile company in the world *. 

Thomas Hope, eldeft fon of the firft Henry \ after proceeding through 
the ufual forms of grammatical learning with no fmall applaufe, enter- 
ing upon the ftudy of the law, made fo rapid a progrefs in juridical 

knowledge 

* Douglas's Peerage, 348, Baronage, 58, Nijbefs Heraldry, Appendix, 97. 
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knowledge, that he was, at a very early age, called to the bar. How- 
ever, like the generality of young lawyers, his pra&ice was very limited, 
and his talents were imperfe&ly known, for fome years after his admif- 
fion j but in the year 1606 he burft at once upon public notice on the 
following occafion. 

Six minifters of the Church of Scotland having thought proper to 
deny that the King and his Council poffeffed any authority in ecclefiaf- 
tical affairs, were on that account imprifoned for fome months in Black- 
nefs Caftle, indidted of high treafon, brought to Linlithgow loth Jan. 
1606, and the fame day put on their trial by a jury, confiding chiefly 
of landed gentlemen of the three Lotbians, before Sir William Hart 
Juftice Depute, affifted by the Lord Chancellor, the Earls of Mar, 
Montrofe, Dunbar, and Linlithgow, the Lords Glammis, Scoon, Elpbin- 
ft one, Abercorn, Baltnerinocb, Newbottle, and Blantyre, and feveral o- 
ther members of the Privy Council. As it was carefully promulgated 
that the King and Court had openly exprefled the highefl difpleafure 
againft the minifters, and had declared that they would (how no favour 
to any perfon that fhould appear on their behalf, none of the great 
lawyers chofe to undertake the defence of perfons fo avowedly obnoxious 
to the ruling powers; even Sir Thomas Craig, although lie was Procu- 
rator for the Church, refufed to be concerned in this affair, and Sir 
William Qlipbant, who had at firft promifed to plead for them, fent 
word, the day before, that he would have nothing to do in that caufe. 
The poor parfons, thus abandoned, applied to Mr Hope, who, pitying 
their cafe, with the greateft chearfulnefs and refolution undertook their 
defence ; and notwithftanding the reiterated endeavours of the Court to 
perplex and browbeat him, conducted it in fo fkilfui and mafterly a man- 
ner, that he made a deep impreffion on the jury. However, by unlaw- 
ful tampering with the jurors (fome of the Lords of Council having pro- 
cured admittance to them after they were locked up) and aflurances that 
no harm was intended againft the perfons or goods of the pannels, nine 
out of the fifteen jurymen were induced to bring in a verditf of guilty, 

and 
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and the minifters were fentenced to banifliment forth of the kingdom, 
which was accordingly executed *. 

By the commendable intrepidity, knowledge of the law, and lingu- 
lar abilities, manifefted by Mr Hope at this impohant trial, he became 
fo greatly the favourite of the Prelhyterians, that they never afterwards 
undertook any bufinefs of moment without confultinghim; and he was 
retained in almoft every caufe brought by individuals of that party in- 
to the Courts of Juftice, fo that he inftantly came into the firft practice 
of any lawyer of that period. By this, in a few years, he acquired one 
of the moil confiderable fortunes ever raade^ at the Scottifh bar ; which e- 
nabled him to purchafe, between 1613 and 164a, the lands o£Grantoun % 
JEdmon/loun and Cauhkotts in Midlothian Prejlongrange in Eajl Lothian, 
Kerfe in Stirling/hire, Mertoun in the Merfe, Kinninmonth, Arnydie f 
Craigball % Ceres, Hilttarvet, and others in Fife t. His reputation, his 
wealth^and influence with the Prefbyterian party advanced, in procefs 
of time, to fuch a height, that King James VI. thought proper, in the 
beginning of the year 1626, to conftitute him his Advocate, jointly with 
Sir William Olipbant of Newton ; and in 1628, he wks honoured with the 
dignity of a Baronet of Nova Scotia % his patent bearing .date nth Feb. 
that year. 

Sir William Olipbant giving way to fate 1 3th April following, King 
Charles I. was pleafed not only to appoint Sir Thomas Hope to be his 
fole Advocate, but alfo to grant him feveral honourable privileges not 
enjoyed by his predeceflbr. With this view his Majefty fent a letter to 
the Lord Prefident of the Court of Seflion, of this tenor : " Right trufty 
" *nd well beloved coufin and counfellor, though it was ourpleafure to 
" remove our late Advocate from the ordinary place of Seflion, which 
" was brooked by him and his predeceffors, Advocates for the time, e- 
" ver fince thefirft inftitution of the College of Juftice j yet it was not, nor 

"is 

* CalderwootTs Hiftory of the Church of Scotland, 509. 
f Carte in publ. Arch. 
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M is it our will that our faid Advocate be any ways prejudiced in any o- 
44 thers, the honours, liberties, privileges, and refpe&s appertaining to 
" the faid place; and feeing, as we are certainly informed by Sir Thomas 
44 Hope our now Advocate, that Mr Henry Lauder Advocate for the time 
" to our umquhiie great grandfather, King James 5th, who was the firft 
" inAitutor of the College of Juftice, had place to fit within the inner 
" houfe to hear all caufes reafoned and voted by the Lords, except thefe 
" wherein he was an a&ual pleader himfelf, conforme to ane fpecial war- 
" rand, diredit to that effedt by our faid umquhiie great grandfather, 
i4 which is zit recorded in your books of federunt, and that we judge it 
44 neceflary for our fervice, that the faid Sir Thomas Hope enjoy the like 
44 privilege, to the effeft, that he may better confider and underftand of 
44 what ihall concern us, our intereft and fervice. Therefore it is our 
44 pleafure, that if you find the faid warrand extant in your books of fe- 
44 derunt, you infert the like in favours of Sir Thomas Hope, to the effett 
44 he may have place, and fit in the inner houfe according to the tenor 
14 thereof, and alfo that you obferve in the faid Sir Thomas Hope his fa- 
" vour all other privileges, liberties, and immunities, due and appertain* 
44 ing to the faid place; and that you infert thefe prefents in your books of 
" federunt for his warrant. Given at Whitehall 23d May 1628." 

The Lords of Seffion, not wishing to have any ftranger admitted to the 
knowledge of their fecret tranfadions, delayed paying obedience to 
thefe commands, which produced a fecond letter from his Majefty, in 
the following terms : " Whereas we were formerly pleafed to write unto 
44 you, that our trufty and well beloved counfellor Sir Thomas Hope our 
44 Advocate might be admitted to fit among you, and hear, as our faid 
44 letter bears; as we perceive by your anfwer, you have delayed the do- 
44 ing thereof, and that upon no fuch reafon as could give us fatisfadion : 
" for fince Mr Henry Lauder, upon a letter from one of our Royal pre- 
" decefibrs, was admitted to fit and hear, we cannot but think it reafon- 
44 able that our Advocate for the prefent, fhould have the like privilege. 
" Therefore our pleafure is, that upon fight hereof, you admit him ac- 

44 cording 
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41 cording to our former letter, to fit and hear all caufes wherein, being 
" required by you, he doth clear himfelf by oath from all fuch intereft 
44 as may make him juftly to be removed ; and, as we can conceive no 
" prejudice that can arife hereby to you, when our faid letter is obeyed, 
• 4 if we find it to prove otherwife upon further information, we will give 
44 order for the remedy thereof as the cafe fhall require; fo expecting 
u the performance of this our demand, we bid you farewell from Hamp- 
44 ton Court, 10th 0#. i6lS. n 

This peremptory mandate had the defired effedt, for 18th Nov. fol- 
lowing, the Lords of Seflion made an ad of federunt, whereby they 
u admitted and received Sir Thomas Hope to fit in the inner houfe to 
" hear and fee the delivering of bills, the giving of interlocutors, deci- 
44 fions, and determinations, of all caufes and a&ions there occurring, 
44 fa that he may hear and know fuch things as fhall happen to occur 
44 that concerns his Majefty, (accepting allenarly thefe adions and caufes 
u wherein the faid Sir Thomas Hope is an a&ual pleader, or wherein he 
44 hath given advice or confulted, or wherein he hath any intereft 
44 whereby he may be lawfully removed or declined to be prefent i) and 
44 they defigned him a particular place to fit in, without their own benches, 
44 and placed him therein, after they had taken his oath takeep the 
44 fecrets of the houfe, and not to reveal or divulge the fame in any 
44 fort V 

Perhaps the King had hopes, by means of thefe extraordinary honours 
and privileges, to detach Sir Thomas from the Prefbyterians, and procure 
the afliftance of that able counfellor in his favourite defign of uniting 
the thfee kingdoms under one form of public worfhip j but if Charles en- 
tertained thefe expeftations, they were by no means gratified. For a!, 
though Sir Thomas difcharged the duties of his high office with attention 
and propriety, his gratitude, his principles, and his inclination, were too 
powerfully engaged to his firft friends and benefa&ors, not to embrace 

alt 

* Ads of Sederunti 
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all opportunities of affording them every a fli fiance in his power ; and it 
was with pleafure that he beheld that party increafing every day in 
nuriibers and in confequence. It would draw out this account to too 
great a length, to enumerate the various fteps taken by them in pur- 
suance of his advice; fuch as rejecting the Service Book in J 637, fub- 
fcribing a Solemn League and Covenant in 1638; and in 1643, when 
the King would not permit the Parliament to meet, Sir Thomas advifed 
the calling of a Convention of Eftates, This counfel was followed, anil 
the Convention accordingly mtt at Edinburgh 22d June that year # . 

His Majefty now finding that the Prefbyterians had become fo power- 
ful as fo render All oppofition to that party unavailing, refolved to try 
what effeds conciliatory meafures would produce, and therefore nomi- 
nated the Advbcate, as a perfon known to be every way acceptable to 
them, to reprefent him, as Lord High Commii&oner, in the General 
Affembly which met at Edinburgh 2d Aug. 1643. This appointment 
of Sir Thomas to an office of fo much importance, (an honour never af- 
terwards conferred upon a commoner,) at that critical period, fo greatly 
drfgufted the noblemen of the King's party, that very few either ofthtm 
or their friends chofe to attend the Affembly, and the field was therefor^ 
left in a manner free to the Covenanters, who carried all before them. 
It was refolved by this meeting, in concert with Englifh Commifiioners, 
that another Solemn League and Covenant fhould be fworn and fubfcii- 
bed throughout both England and Scotland; and after nominating fome 
of their number to repair to London to join with the Divines affembled at 
Wejlminfler for promoting that work, the Affembly rofe in triumph upon 
the 19th of Augujl \ • 

In 1645, Sir Thomas Hope was appointed one of the Commifiioners for 
managing the Exchequer, but did not long enjoy that office, dying the 
next year, 1646, He had the Angular happinefs of feeing, before his 

S death, 

* Guthrie* s Memoirs, 130. 

+ Guthrie, 134. A&s of Affembly. 
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death, two of his fons feated on the bench, while he was Lord Advo- 
cate; and it being judged by the Court of Seffion unbecoming that a 
father fhould * plead uncovered before his children; the privilege of 
wearing his hat while pleading was granted to him. This privilege his 
fucceflbrs in the office of King's Advocate have ever fince enjoyed, 
though it is now in danger of being loft thropgh defuetude. , 

The learned Sir George Mackenzie of Rojebaugb in his " Cbaratteres 
11 Advocatorum" thus difcriminates Sir Thomas Hope's profeffional excel- 
lencies : " Succejferunt Hopius, Nicholfonus, et Stuart us, quetfi triumvir 
u ratum ipje non alitervidi, quam Jolem occidentem auratis Juts radiis he- 
" mifpberum put pwantem folemus intucri. Hopius rnira invention* poSebat, 
" totque illifundebat argumenta ut amplification? tempus dcejget; non ora- 
41 bat, Jed arguebat, tnodo uniforms, Jedjibi proprio* Nam cum argument 
" turn vel exceptionem protulijfet, rationem addebat ; et ubi dubia videba- 
" tur r rationis rationem. Ita rbetorica nonillr defuit, Jed imUilu appa- 
11 ruit. Divi/iffe' dixijjis Hopium et Nicholfbnum pravineias ; hie enim 
" eloquentiam nojlram, iUe jurijprudentiam timavit" 

JTh* following engaging pidure of Sir Thomas was drawn by a co- 
temporary, Dr Arthur Jobnjlon, Phyfician to King Charles L 

Maximc. Pba&igcnum ! magni laus prima Jenatus I 

Lima fori! titulis major, Hopaee ! tribus, t 
Regia dum euros, famulum quoque protege Regis y 

Credita cui Domini vitajalujque tui eft. - 
Ljncaa mens, lingua ejl tibi neftare dulcwr ornni / 

Labe car ens pcftus, candidiujque nive. 
In vultu Cbarites, Spes ejl in nomine, dotes . 

J$uas aliijparjas, tujimul unus babes. 
Exjere virtutes % menjuram notninisimpkns y . 

Ette f Jonftono quantus es, $ffeproba*. 



That 
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That thefe compliments were by no means hyperbolical, is evident 
from the works compofed by Sir Thomas, viz. i. Carmen feculare in 
fereniffimum Carolum I. Britanniarum Monarcbam, Ed in. 1626. — 2. PfaU 
mi Davidis tt Canticum Salomonis Latino carmine redditum, MS. — 
3. Major Pra&icks. — 4. Minor Pra&icks.— 5. Paratitillo ex univerfo Juris 
Corpore ; — and, 6. A Genealogie of the Earls of Marr, MS. a produc- 
tion manifefting the high eftimation in which this great man held the 
hiftories of noble families* 

Confidering the height to which parties were carried, during the reign 
of Charles, a circumftance that could not fail exceedingly to exafperate 
the tempers of men, it would have been furprizing indeed, if Sir Thomas, 
placed for fo long a period in a confpicuous public ftation, had been a- 
ble to efcape the fhafts of calumny. The Royalifts did not ceafe to hold 
him forth as a monfter of ingratitude, merely becaufe he thought him- 
felf bound in honour to affift the Prefbyterians, whenever he was called 
on, with his bed advice. Thofe by whom this charge was made, did 
not allow themfelves to con fide r, that it would have been a piece of the 
blacked treachery and ingratitude in him to have abandoned a party 
to whom he was firmly attached, who had been the firft founders of his 
fortune and fame ; and whofe unremitted and liberal fupport completely 
eftablifhed both, as well as occafioned his rife to the high ftation that ex- 
cited fo much envy and malice againft him. Perhaps it may be objected, 
that under thefe circumftances, he ought not to have accepted the place 
of King's Advocate ; but it may be mentioned, that this officer has pro- 
perly no concern in political affairs, his bufinefs being to attend to the 
King's intereft in the Courts ofJuJlice\ and it could never be alledged 
that Sir Thomas negle&ed this eflential part of his duty. 

He married Elizabeth, daughter of John Bennet, of Wallyford in Eaft- 
Lothian, and by her had ifltie : 

i. Elizabeth, born 29th June 1603, died unmarried, 

*. . Sir John Hope of CraigbalL 

3, Sir Thomas Hope of Kerfc. 

4, IVilliam, 
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. 4. William, born 10th Ap. 1 608* died young. 
5. Henry, born 26th Zfcr, 1609, died in infancy. 
•6. Sir Alexander Hope of Grantoun. 

7. Sir James Hope of Hopetoun. 

8. David, born 3d 0#. 16x5. 1 

9. Patrick, born 28th JW. 1617 f Thefe three died young; 

10. Margaret, born 28th J9ta 1618. J 

11. Mary, born 13th Jto/w 1620, married in 1638 to Sir Charles Er~ 

Jkine of Cambufkenneth and Alva % and bad iflite. 

12. Elizabeth, born 10th ^b/jt 1623, died unmarried. 

13. ^a/w, bom igth Ap. 1625, married in 1645 to Henry Lord tar- 

ufrfl/f, and had iflue* 
r+ Cbarlesr born 4th June 1627, died young *. 

Sir John Hope of Craigball, the eldeft fon, following theprofeffion 'of 
thelaw, was admitted a Lord of Seflion 27th July 1632, (in the room, 
of Sir Jama Olipbant of Newton, expelled for ihooting his gardener,) ap- 
pointed in 1645, one of the Privy Council, *nd died ^bput 1655, He: 
had two fons s Sir Thomas and Sir Archibald; the eldeft, Sir Thomas, born 
1 ith Feb. 1633, had a fon and fucceffor Sir Thomas Hope, fourth baronet 
of Craigball, who married Anne, daughter, an4 at laft fole heirefs» of Sir 
William Bruce of Kinrofs, Baronet, by whom he had three, fons, Sir Wil- 
liam Hope, who predeceafed his mother, Sir Thomas Rrucc-Hqpe of Kin- 
rofs, who died without iflue, and Lieutenant General Sir Job* Bruce* 
Hope of Kinrofs, who died without furviying male iflue in 1766. Sir 
Archibald Hope of Rankeillpur, fecond fon of Sir John of Craigball, born 
9th Sep. 1639, was bred to the law, arid at the Revolution, 1ft Nov. 
1689, appointed a Lord of Seflion. He died ill 1706, seta. 67. his fon 
Sir Thomas entered Advocate in 1701, fucceeded his coufin Sir John 
Bruce-Hope in the title of Baronet itf$ y died in 1771;, aqd wa$£*and- 

V. ■ father 
* Regiftcrs of Edinburgh* 
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father of the prefent Sir Archibald Hope of Pinkie, Baronet, undoubted 
chief of the name *. 

. Sir Thomas Hope of Kerje in Stirlingjhire, the fecond fon, born 5th 
Aug. 1606, applied to the fame profeffion in which his father and elder 
brother had figured fo confpicuoufly, and was called to the bar. In 1640 
he had the honour of being cbofen Colonel of the troop of horfe raifed 
by the College of Juftice, to attend General Lejlie as his life-guard, 
when he marched into England at the head of the Scottifh army. On 
the 13th Nov. 1641, Sir Thomas was admitted a Lord of Seffion and 
Lord Juftice General, and on the 16th of the fame month, was nomi- 
nated one of the Commiffioners ta treat with the Parliament of England* 
about the moil effe&ual method of fuppreffing the lriftv rebellion. He 
compofed two treatifes ; 1. " Law Repertorie," and 2. " Commentariu* 
u in Libros Digefiorvm, ntmpe xviiL ad xxiv. et in alios nonnullos Juris C/- 
" vitis Libros ;" — the firft in one, and the latter in two, folio MS. vo- 
lumes. Dying in 1643, aeta. 37, in the lifetime of his father, he was 
fucceeded by his fen Sit Alexander Hope of Kerfe, born 12th Dec. 1637, 
and created a Baronet 30th May 1672. His fon and fucceflbr, Sir Alex- 
ander Hope of Kerfe, born 13th Aug. 1663, married 24th Ap. 1690 to the 
Honourable Mifs Nicholas Hamilton, daughter of William fecond Lord 
Bargeny, and was father of Sir Alexander Hope of Kerfe, born 3d yam 
1697. He married Lady Anne Carnegie, daughter of David, fourth Earl of 
Nortbe/k, and by her, who died 4th Feb. 1733, had a fon and fucceffiny 
Sir Alexander Hope, the prefent Baronet, who fold his noble paternal in~ 
heritance to the late Sir Laurence Dundas f . 

Sir Alexander Hope, third furviving fon of Sir Thomas, born i2tlt 
March 161 1, was in his youth one of the Cup-bearers to King Charles I. 
He married Mifs Anna Bill, an Englifli lady of fortune, and purchafed>, 
in 1656, the eftate of Grantoun in Midlothian, where he fixed his relL- 

dencei. 

* Regifters of Edinburgh, Douglas's Baronage, 58,:— 61 „ 
t Parifli Regifters. Douglas's Peerage, 69, 522. 
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deuce. Dying there without iflue, 15th Feb. 16S0, aeta. 69, he had fe» 
pulture at Cramond *. 

Sir James Hope of Hopetoun, fourth and youngeft furviving fon of the 
firft Sir Thomas, torn on 12th July 16 14, having betaken himfelf to 
the fludy of the law, was at a proper age called to the bar, where he 
pra&ifed feveral years with no ftnall reputation. * He did not, however, 
confine himfelf entirely to legal purfuits ; for having in 1638 acquired 
by marriage the property of the valuable mines of LeadbiJls, he applied 
to the attainment of (kill in mineralogy ; and his endeavours were attend- 
ed with fo great fuccefs, that he brought the art of mining to a degree of 
perfection unknown before that time in Scotland. This not only highly 
advanced his private fortune, but alfo procured him, in 1641, the lucra- 
tive appointment of Governor of the Mint, to which was afterwards an- 
nexed, by ad of Parliament, a power to hold courts in the Mint Office. 
On the id of June 1649 he was nominated one of thd Senators of the 
College of Juftice, by the title of Lord Hopetoun, and the fame year the 
Parliament of Scotland appointed him one of the Committee of Eflates, 
a Commiflioner of Public Accounts, and one of the Revifers of the Laws. 
In 1654, be was conftituted a Commiflioner for the fale of the forefeited 
eftates in this kingdom ; and departing this life towards the end of the 
year 1661, aeta. 48, was buried in Cramond church, where is a marble 
buft of him, with this infcription. 

SPERANDO SUPERAVI. 
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WHO DECEASED ANNO l66l f. 
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Sir yarns Hope married firft, 14th Jan. 1638, Anne, only daughter 
and hcirefs of John Foulis, of LeadbiUs in the county of Lanark, and had 
iffue by her, who died in 1656. 

1. Thomas, born 23th l$ov. 1640. 

2. Elizabeth, born 7th Sept. 1642. 

3. Sarab. born 4 th Jan. 1644. I AH d j €d ; n tht > ir infancy. 

4. Roberta born 13th Feb. 1645. 

5. Thomas, born 5th Feb. 1647. 

6. James, born 22d v^. 1649. 

7. 7©i&/i Zfojftr of Hopetoun, his heir. 

8. -rf*w* f born 29th Fe b. 1652, died young. 

9. Rachel, born 15th Afara& 1653, married to David Betbune r o£ 

Balfour in F(/e. 

10. George, born 23d Afa;. 1654. 7 

, • ^ , . ^ ^ V Both died in infancy. 

11. Alexander, born 6th Apr. 165 6, 3 

Sir^a^x married fecondly, in 1657, L?dy Mary Keith, eldeft daugb- 
ter and one of the co-heireffes of William feventh Earl Mart/ball, and by 
her, who after his death became the wife of Sir Archibald Murray of 
Blackbarony, Bart, had three children, 

12. William, born ift Aug. 1658, died an infant. 

13. Sir William Hope of Balcomie. 

14. Mary, a pofthumous child, born 7th Jan* i66t, died young*. 
Sir William Hope, Knight and Bart, only furviving fon of the fecond 

marriage, born 15th Ap. 166a, ferved in his younger days in the army, 
travelled much abroad, and became one of the mod accomplifhed cava- 
liers of the age, being renowned for {kill in fencing and in horlemanlhip^ 
and for uncommon gracefulnefs and agility in dancing. He published 
ift, " The complete Fencing-Mafter, in which is fully defcribed the 
" whole guards, parades, and leflbns belonging to the fmall fword, as al» 
41 fo the bed rules for playing againft either artifts or others with blunts 

• " or 

* Dovgt. Pter. 456. Baronage, 72. Parifh Regiilcrs.- 



144 HOPE OP GRANTOUK. 

41 or (harps ; together with directions how to behave in a lingle combat 
41 upon borfeback ; ill uft rated with figures engraven on copperplates, 
41 reprefenting the mod neceflary poftures," i2mo, Edinburgh 1686. 
2. " The Parfait Marefchal, or Com pleat Farrier" tranflated from the 
** French of the Sieur de Solley/el," Edinburgh, 1696. fol. He, in 168a, 
purchafed the eftate of Grantoun y in the parifh of Cramond ; but difpofing 
thereof in t£88, was thereafter defignedof Kirkli/loun ; and under this 
defignation had the honour "of being created a Baronet ift March 1698. 
He was many years Deputy Governor of Edinburgh caftle ; bought the 
lands of Balcomie in Fife for L. 7500, in 1705 ; and departing this life 
at Edinburgh ill Feb. 1724, seta. 64, was buried in the Canongatt 
church ; his death being occafioned by a fever, brought on by qyerheat* 
ing himfelf with dancing that well known minuet, the Louvre, at an af- 
fembly. By Elizabeth Clerk his wife, he had one daughter, Elizabeth, 
born 7th Nov. 1682, and buried at Cramond 25th Jan. 1686 ; alfo one 
fon, Sir George Hope of Balcomie, a Captain of the Earl of Orkne/s foot 
who married 29th Nov. 1724, Anne, daughter of Sir John Mackenzie, of 
Coul, Bart, and died in Ireland 20th Nov. 1729. Sir William Hope, the 
laft Baronet of this branch, only fon and fucceflbr of Sir George, was, in 
1749, appointed a Lieutenant of the Royal Navy ; but afterwards pre- 
ferring the land fervice, procured in 1752, a Lieutenancy of the 31ft 
regiment of infantry, and a Company in the Eaft India troops. He 
was killed in Bengal not long afterwards, and leaving no iflue by his 

wife, a Dutch lady, remarried to Lambert Efq. the title became ex-, 

tind *. 

John Hope of Hopetoun, only furviving fon of the firft marriage of Sir 
James Hope, born 16th June 1650, inherited his mother's great and va- 
luable property, andriaid the foundation of the vaft intereft his family 
now enjoys in Weft Lothian, by purchafing, in 1678, the Barony of A- 
bercorn from Sir Walter Seton. By this purchafe he became heritable 

Sheriff 

* Parifli Rcgifters, Birth Brieves, &c. 



HOPE OF GRANTOUK. 1 45 

Sheriff of the county of Linlithgow, and his influence therein was ftill 
farther increafed by the acquisition of tfie extenfive properties of Nid* 
dery and Wincbburgb, from the Earl of Wintoun. He thereupon fixed 
his refidence at the noble old caftle of Niddery; but being high in fa* % 
vour with Charles II. and his, brother the Duke of Tork % did not fail to 
make frequent journies to Court, and returning from one of thefe expe- 
ditions, embarked on board the Gloucefter Frigate, along with the Duke 
and feveral perfons of quality. This vefiel bad the misfortune to be 
wrecked on a fand bank near Tarmouth, on the 5th of May 1682, by 
which accident Mr Hope perifhed, in the 32d year of his age j leaving, by 
. his wife Lady Margaret Hamilton, daughter of John fourth Earl o£ Had- 
dington, a lady eminent in all the virtues of her fex, who was buried at Tyn* 
inghame 3 1 ft Bee. 1711, one fon, Charles Hope of Hopetoun, and a daughter, 
Eleanor, who married Tbomas % fixth Earl of Haddington, and died at E- 
dinburgb, in a very advanced age, 19th April 1768. It is not a lit- 
tle remarkable, that Mr Hope was the only one of the reprefentative6 of 
the four fons of Sir Thomas oiCraighall, who had not the honour of being 
dignified with any title ; but this is to be attributed entirely to his pre- 
mature death. Of the circumftances attending this * unfortunate ac- 
cident, the reader will find a particular detail in the fubjoined note *. 

T Charles 

* Extraft of a letter, from Sir James Did of Prejlonfield, to Mr Patrick Elies 
Merchant in London, dated at Edinburgh 9th May 1682. 

" Upon Sunday laft at eight o* clock at night, his Royal Highnefs and his retinue 
u that were alive, arrived fafe here, there being a mod fad difafter upon the Saturday 
" before. At feven o* clock in the morning, the man of war called the Gloucefter, 
u Sir John Berry Captain, where his Highnefs was, and a great retinue of npble- 
" men and gentlemen, whereof I was one; the faid (hip did ftrike in pieces, and 
" did wholly fink, upon the bank of fand called' the Lemon and Oar, about fome 
4t twelve leagues from Tar mouth. This was occafioned by the wrong calculation 
" and ignorance of a pilot, which, put us all in fuch confternation, that we knew not 
" what to do, the Duke, and the whole that were with him, being all in bed when 
" {he firfl (truck ; the helm of the faid (hip having broke, and the man being killed 
" by the force thereof, at the faid firft ftroke. When the Duke had got his clothes 

"on 



I46 BO*E EARL OF HOPtTOUN. 

Charles Hope of Hopetoun, only fon and heir, born in the year 1681, 
was confequently an infant at the time of his father's melancholy death, 
but by the care of his excellent mother, rofe fuperior to the difad van- 
tages of being early left without paternal controul. By the accumulati- 
ons 

" on, he enquired how things flood, flie being funk nine feet water in "her hold, and 

** -the fea fall coming in at the gun ports ; and all the feamen and pafiengers were not 

" at command, every man ftudjying his own fafety, forced the Duke to go out at the 

u large window of the cabin, where his little boat was ordered quietly to attend him, 

" left the paflengers and feamen fhould have thronged fo in upon him, as to drown 

M the boat ; which was accordingly fo conveyed, as that none but Earl Winton, and 

<* the Prefident of the Seffion *, with two of his bed-chamber men + went with him, 

" but were forced to draw their fwords to hold people off. We feeing his Highnefs 

" gone, did caufe tackle out with great difficulty the mips boat, wherein the Earl of 

" Perth got in ; and then I went by jumping off the ihrouds into the boat ; the Earl 

" MtddUton immediately after me did jump into the fame upon my moulders ; with. 

44 al there came the Laird of Touch, with feveral others, befides the feamen that were 

" to row, which we thought a fufficient number for her loading, confidering there 

" was going fuch a great fea, occanoned by the wind N. E. and that we faw that at 

u the Duke*s boat there was another overwhelmed by reafon of the greatnefs of the 

u fea, which drowned the whole in her except two men whom we law riding on her 

" keel, which they fay were laved. This made us defire to be gone ; but, before we 

" were aware, there leapt from the Ihrouds about 20 or 24 feamen in upon us, which 

" made all the fpe&ators and us to think we were finking ; but, not being able to 

44 come at, being fo thronged, and all having given us over for loft, did hinder zoo 

41 more to leap in upon us. Among them that were left, were my Lord Roxburgh 

" and Laird Hopetoun, and Mr Little dale, Roxburgh's fervant, andDr Levingfton, the 

" Prefident of the Seflion's man ; all being at the place where I jumped would not 

*' follow, fince it feems they concluded more fafety to flay in the veflel, than to ex- 

" pofe themfelves to any other hazard, all which perfons in an inftant were wafhed off 

" and all drowned. There perifhed in this difafter above aoo perfons ; for I rec- 

" koned there were above 250 feamen, and I am fure there were 80 noblemen and 

" gentlemen, their fervants being excluded ; my computation was we were about 

" 330. in all, of which I cannot underftand 130 tobefaved. 

" Our difficulties and hazards that were in that boat were wonderful to be all fav- 
" ed, for if they had not thought us all dead men, I am fure there would have many 

• c more 

* Sir George Gordon of Haddo % afterwards Earl of Aberdeen* 

\ One of thcfc was John Churchill, afterwards Duke of Marlborough. 
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ons of Us income during the courfe of a long minority, he found himfelf, 
on coming of age, in poffeffion of one of the largeft fortunes in the king- 
dom, with which he made feveral advantageous pur chafes in different 
counties ; and he was eleded member of Parliament for the county of 
Linlithgow in 1702. The enfuing year, the Queen was pleafed, after 
appointing him a Privy Counfellor, to raife him to the dignity of the 

T a Peerage, 

" more jumped into the boat above us, for we were fo throng we had no room to 
" ftand ; fo when we were forcing ourfelves off the fiiip, fhe being finking by de- 
" grees, all the time was like to fink bur boat down, and befides, the waves were fo 
" boifterous that we were like to be ftruck in pieces upon the wreck fo finking ; 
" this was not but with great difficulty we forced out the boat from the fhip ; and 
" when we came to row to the neareft yacht, the waves were fuch and we overload- 
" ed, that we every moment thought to have been drowned ; and being about mid- 
" way to the yachts, there were a great many fwimming for their lives, who catched 
" all a dead gripe of our boat, holding up their heads above water crying help ; 
" which hindrance we kept off, and their hands loofed, telling them they would both 
" lofe themfelves and us. This would not do to make them loofe their grips ; but, 
" they were forced by feveral in our boat, except one that took hold of me, which I 
" caufed catch into the boat, left I (hould have been pulled down : and, when k 
" pleafed God to bring us wonderfully to one of the yachts fides, being much lefs as 
" one quarter mile dlftant, they not daring to come nearer by reafon of the bank of 
" fand upon which we were loft. And if it had not been that there were guns ihot 
44 from our (hip, {hewing them our diftrefs by that fign, the other men of war that 
" .were immediately following, would have come into that fame difafter ; but they 
" immediately did bear off, and the four yachts came up as near as they durft, and 
" fent off their boats to help ; but all that could be done could not prevent this great 
" lofs of 200 men, as I have faid. 

" I was in my gown and flippers lying in bed when flie firft ftruck, and efcaped as 
" I have faid in that condition. When unexpectedly and wonderfully we came to the 
" yachts fide called Captain Saunders; we were like to be crufhed in pieces by the 
" yacht, which by reafon of the great feas was like to run us down, till at length 
44 a rope was caft which was fo managed that we came to the lee fide, and there eve^ 
44 ry man clam for his life, and fo did I taking hold of a rope, and fo made fhift upon 
44 the fides till I came within mens reach, when at laft I was hauled in. When I 
" looked back, I could not fee one bit of the whole great fliip above water, but a- 
" bout a Scots ell of the ftaff, upon which the Royal ftandard flood, for with her 

" ftriking 
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Peerage, by the titles of Earl of Hopetoun % Vifcount Aithrie*, and 
Lord Hope, with remainder to the heirs male of his body, whom failing, 
to the heirs female, by parent bearing date 15th April 1703. In 1715, 
his'Lordfhip was conftituted Lord Lieutenant of the county of Linlith- 
gow, reprefented King George I. as fiord High Commiflioner to the Ge^ 
neral Affembly of the Church of Scotland in 1723, and was nominated 
one of the Knights of the Thiftle in 1738. At the general eledioiv 
10th May 1722, the Scottiih Peerage elefted his Lordfhip one of their 
fixteen reprefentatives to Parliament, and he was conftantly re-chofen at 
every general eledlion till his death, which happened at Hopeteun Houfe, 
on the 26th of Feb. 1742, in the 61ft year of his age. His Lordfhip, 
diftinguifhed for uncommon beauty of perfon, and elegance of manners, 
was very facetious and entertaining in converfation, had a ftrong attach- 
ment to the fports of the field ; and delighted much in fine horfes ; of 
which, as well for carriages and the road, as for hunting and races, he 
had the bed, without comparifon, in the kingdom, and built, for their 
reception, the grandeft {tables and riding houfes in Scotland. The noble 
feat of his family, Hopetoun Houfe, which he caufed to be ere died, under 
the dire&ion of Sir William Bruce, remains to this day a {hiking monu- 
ment of the uncommon magnificence of his tafte*. 

His 

" ftriking {he came off the fand bank which was but three fathom j and her draught 
" was 18 feet,, fo there was 18 fathom water on each fide, where ihe {truck, for {he 
" broke in the deepeft place. Now, if {he had continued on the three fathom ; and 
" broke in pieces there, all would have had time to fave themfelves ; but fuch was 
u the misfortune, that {he wholly overwhelmed and waihed all into the fea that were, 
" upon her decks, expefting relief by boats which certainly would have been, if {he 
" had l^ut ftaid half an hour more. So that to conclude this melancholy account, 
" all the above perfons, our countrymen that were of refpeft I have told. There 
«* are of v Engli(hmen of refpeft dead, my Lord Obrien, and my Lord Hyde's brother, 
w who was Lieutenant of the Chip." — Dalrymple's Memoirs, Vol. II. 

* Aithrie is a confiderable eflate near Stirling, but that property having been 
exchanged by the firft Earl of Hopetoun with Mr Dundas of Manour, for the lands of 
Stonehill In Wefllothian, this title is now difufed by the family the eldeft fon being 
always ftiled Lord Hope. 
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His Lordfhip, with a degree of prudence feldom found at his age 
and in his fituation in life, conne&ed himfelf, when only eighteen years 
old, with one of the firft families in the kingdom, marrying, 3 ill Aug. 
1699, Lady Henrietta Jobnflon, only daughter of William firft Marquis 
of Annandale, (by Sophia his firft wife, daughter and heirefs of John 
Fairbolm of Craigieball in the county of Linlithgow j) and by her, who 
was born ift Nov. 16&2, and died at Hopetoun Houfe 25th Nov. 1750 
seta. 69. had the following numerous progeny • 

I. Lady Margaret, born 3d March 1700, died 9th May 1703. 

a. Lady Sophia, born 31ft May 1702, married to James Larlof Finr 
later and Seafield, and died at London 25th Apr. 1761. 

3. John, fecond Earl of Hopetoun. 

4. Lady Henrietta, born 21ft Feb. 1706, married to Francis Loid 
Napier, and died 1 7th Feb. 1745* leaving iflue. 

5. A Son, born and died 2 2d July 1707. 

6. Lady Margaret, born 18th Dec. 1708, married at Hopetoun Houfe 
20th Die 1745 to John Dundas of Duddingjlone, had iflue one daugh- 
ter Henrietta, who died 24th ^ 1749- 

7. The Hoa. Charles Hope Weir, of Craigieball 

8. Lady Helen, born 27th Jto/p 1711, married at Hopetoun Houfe 13th 
Jan. 17 '37 to James Wat/on of Saugbton, and died 2 2d 7«//p ^fy, leav- 
ing one furviving fon, Charles Wat/on of Saugbton. 

9. Lady Chriflian % married at Hopetoun Houfe 8 th -^r. 1 743 to T2w- 
mo/ Graham of Balgowan, and has iflue. 

10. William, born 3d y*/fl<?, and died 24th Afoz/. 1715. 

II. Lady Anne, born 21ft July 1718, died 24th ©re. 1727,' aeta. 10. 

12. Lady Cbarlotte,bom 4th March 1720, married at Hopetoun Houje 
1 ft OSt. 1741, to Ibomas Lord Erjkine, only fon of jbfa Earl of Mar, 
and died without iflue at Edinburgh 24th iVbz;. 1788, muck and juftly 
regretted. 

13. Lady Rachel, born 10th July 1721, died in infancy # . 

^he 
* Regifters of Abcrc om and Kirkli/loun Fariihes. Dougl. Peer. 35c. 
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The Hon. Charles Hope Weir, Y. R S. fecond furviving fon, was 
bom 8th May 17 10, and on the death of bis uncle James fecond Mar- 
quis of Annandalf, in 1730, fucceeded to the eftate of CraigiebalL On 
the 13th of Mdy 1743, he was cbofen member of Parliament for the 
coqnty of Linlithgow, by a majority of n to 8, in the room of George 
7>uhdas of Dundas, who had vacated his feat by being appointed Maf- 
ter of the Works in Scotland,, and on this occafion inefie&ualljr attempt- 
ed to be re-eledted ; and for this county Mr Hope was conftantly re- 
xhofen at every general eledtion till 1769* when he voluntarily declin- 
ed the representation. In 1744, ^ e was appointed Governor of Black- 
nefs Caftle, afterwards enjoyed the offices of Commiflary General of 
Mufters in Scotland, and Ranger of Etterick Foreft, and departing this 
life at Craigieball on the 30th of Dec. 1791, in the 8 2d year of bis age, 
was buried at Dalmeny. He married firft, at Edinburgh, 26th July 1733, 
Catherine, only daughter and heirefs of Sir William Weir, of Blackwood 
in the county of Lanark, Bart, and by her, who was born ift Dec. 
1716, and died at Edinburgh 5th Dec. 1743, had fi* children. 1. Charles, 
born 31ft Dec. 1734, died young. 2. William Hope Weir of Craigieball 
and Blackwood* 3. Henrietta. 4. John, to be hereafter mentioned. 5. 
Rachel, and 6; Charles, both died in infancy. 

Mr Hope married fecondly, 20th March 1746, Lady *Anne Vane, 
daughter of Henry Earl of Darlington, (by Lady Grace Fitzroy, daugh-r 
ter of Charles Duke of Cleveland, fon of Charles II.) and by her bad two 
. fons. 1. Brigadier General Henry Hope, Lieutenant Colonel of the 44th 
Regiment of Foot, and Deputy Governor of the Province of Canada, 
who ferved with honour in America, where he was wounded, laft war, 
and died, univerfally regretted, at ^ttebec 13th April 1789, without 

iflue by his wife, Sarah, daughter of Jones, Prebendary oiArdmagb. 

a. Charles Hope Efq. Captain of the Royal Navy, who married a 
daughter of Admiral Sir Herbert Sawyer, and has iflue. Mr Hope having 
obtained, in 1757, an ad of Parliament for divorcing him from Lady 

Anne 
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Anne, and to enable him to marry again, took to his third wife, 2d Apr. 
1766, Helen, daughter of George Dunbar of Leucbold, in the county of 
Linlithgow, and had iffue by her, 1. George, Captain of the Royal 
Navy, 2. Helen-Charlotte, 3. Margaret, and 4. Elizabeth. 

William Hope Weir of Craigieball and Blackwood, eldeft furviving fon . 
and heir of the Hon. Charles Hope Weir, completed his education at 
the Univerfities of Pi/a in Italy, and of Gottingen in Hanover, and was 
in 1756 appointed a Cornet of the firft regiment of dragoon guards, 
which he joined next year in Germany, then the feat of war. In 1759, 
he quitted the army, being conftituted Commiffary General of Muf- 
ters in Scotland, on his father's refignation ; and married 5th Jan. 
1775, Sophia, daughter of Jofepb Corrie of Dumfries, (by Margaret his 
wife, daughter of John Pbilp of Greenlaw) by whom he has ifluc, r. 
Charlotte. 2. Harriet. 3. Helen, died in Sept. 1786, seta. 8, buried 
at Dalmeny. 4. Charles. 5. Mary. 6. James- Jofeph. J. Jean. B. 
Edward-Hamilton. 

John Hope, third fon of the Hon. Charles Hope Weir, born 7th April 
1739, was initiated into bufinefs in the great houfe of the Hopes of Am- 
fierdam, where he continued fome years, and afterwards fettled as a 
merchant in London. At the general ele&ion in 1769, he was ele&ed 
Member of Parliament for the county of Linlitbgoiv, being oppofed by 
James Dundas of *Dundas, who prefented a petition to the Houfe of 
Commons, complaining of the return, upon very frivolous grounds. 
However, as Mr Hope voted againft the Miniftry in the memorable af- 
fair of Wilkes's expulfion, it is no wonder that the petition (,contefted e- 
ledions being then determined by the majority of the whole Commons) 
went againft him, and that he loft his feat for following the di&ates of 
his confcience. He was author of feveral tradte on various fubjedte, 
moil of which were collected into one volume, intituled " Thoughts in 
41 profe and verfe, ftarted in his walks by John Hope," 8vo. Stockton 
1780, and he died at Ncwcaflk upon Tyne 21ft May 1785, aeta. 47. He 

married 
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married 2d June 1762, Mary, only daughter of Eliab Breton of Norton 
' in the County of Northampton, and by her, who died 25th June 1767, 
aeta. 25 # , had three fons : 1. Charles, who was called to the bar in Dec. 
1784, appointed Judge Advocate of Scotland in 1786, and Sheriff of the 
County of Orkney and Zetland in 1791. He married 8th Aug. 1793, La- 
dy Charlotte Hope, lifter of the prefent Earl of Hopetoun. — 2. John, Cap- 
tain of a company of one of the Scotch regiments in the fervice of the 
ftates of Holland ; but refufing to take the oaths to ferve againft all 
their enemies, not excepting Britain, he was obliged, along with many o- 
thers of his countrymen, to quit the Dutch, fervice, and is now Captain 
of a troop of the 13th regiment of Dragoons.— 3. William, Matter and 
Commander of the Royal Navy, married at Hopetoun-boufc 8th July 1 792, 
to Lady Anne Hope, eldeft daughter of the prefent Earl of Hopetoun, and 
} has one daughter, Elizabeth* born 2d May 1793. 

John, 

* Tablet ere&ed to her memory, between the monument of yohn Duke of Argyk 
andV Greenwich, and Handel the muueian, in Wejlminfter Abbey, with this inscription, 
" To the memory of Mary Hope, who died at Brockhcdl, in the County of Nor- 
" thampton, on the 25th of June 1767, aged 25, and whofe remains unnoticed lie in the 
" neighbouring church at Norton, this (lone an unavailing tribute of affe&ion is by 
" her hufband ere&ed and inferibed. She was the only daughter of Eliab Breton of 
" Fortyhall, Middle/ex, Efq. and was married to John Hope of London merchant, to 
" whom fhe left three infant fons, Charles, John, and William, 

" Tho* low in earth, her beauteous form decayM, 

" My faithful wife, my lovM Maria's laid, 

" In fad remembrance the afflided raife, 

" No pompous tomb, inferib'd with venal praife ; 

" To ftatefmen, warriors, and to kings belong 

" The trophied fculpture, and the poet's fong, 

" And thefc the proud, expiring, often claim, . 

u Their wealth bequeathing to record their fame ; 

" But humble virtue dealing to the duft 

" Heeds not or lays or monumental bufl. 

" To name her virtues ill befits my grief, 

V What was my Uifs can now give no. relief^ 

" A hufband mourns ; the reft let friendship tell ; 

" Fame ! fpread her worth ; a hufband knew it well." 
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Jobn^ fecond Earl of Hopctoun, was born at Hopetoun Houfe on the 
17th of Sept. 1704, and received an education fuitable to his high quality, 
both at home and in foreign parts. After his return from abroad, when 
his cbarader had afiumed a decifive form, it was, with no fmall fatis- 
fa&ion, obferved that he had been profufely endowed with the mod no- 
ble qualities of the head and heart ; uniting to good fenfe and unerring 
judgement, a beqevolence of difpofition, and a degree of probity and 
integrity never exceeded, and but rarely to be equalled. Thefe efti- 
mabLe virtues, called into energy by his very ample fortune, rendered 
his Lordfhip, during the courfe of a long life, one of the moft conftant 
friends and benefadors this kingdom has ever been blefled with. In- 
ferior to none in abilities and knowledge, he was qualified to execute 
with honour the firft offices of the ftate ; but he conftantly refitted eve- 
ry felicitation to accept of a fhare in adminiftration, judging that he 
would be enabled to do more real fervice to the nation, by attending to 
the management and improvement of his extenfive pofiefiions, wherein 
his liberal mind and difcerning judgement could a<3 uncontrolled. On 
the fame principle, he declined the honour of reprefenting the Scottifh 
Peerage, tendered to him on the death of his father ; and if he accepted 
the finecure office of Lord of Police, it was folely with the view of appro- 
priating the whole of the income arifing from that ufelefs and now abo- 
liflied place, to the fupport of charitable inftitutions. 

With a mind fo conftituted, it was impoffible that his Lordfhip could 
be indifferent in matters of religion. Deeply convinced of the great 
truths of Chriftianity, his piety was fincere and exemplary, leading him 
to attend regularly on public ordinances ; and his firft employment e- 
very morning was to read a portion of fcripture, and recommend him- 
felf to the protection of the Supreme Being. He was thereby enabled to 
bear afflictions with uncommon fortitude and magnanimity, and he had 
to fuftain many very feyere trials of refignation. The firft he experien* 
ced was the death of his fon-in-law Lord Drumlanrig t by a moft mourn- 
ful accident, foon after his nuptials with his daughter Lady Eli- 

U zabetb, 
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zabetb, who, in a fhort while, followed her hufband to the grave. He 
afterwards differed the repeated (hocks of lofing two of his conforts, the 
beft of women and patterns of every conjugal duty ; three of his fons, all 
tine and promifing young men ; and laftly, his daughter Lady Anne^ the 
delight and comfort of his old age. 

He fuperintended, with a careful eye, the education of his fons ; and 
it being his principal aim to preferve their morals untainted, they were 
brought up chiefly at home, under his immediate infpe Ition. His Lord- 
fhip frequently obferved, that he well knew the difadvantages attendant 
on a private courfe of education ; but that no public feminary exiHed, 
in which the principles of a young man would not run the greateft dan- 
ger of being corrupted ; and that it was infinitely preferable that his 
fons, by being brought up at home, fhould make their appearance in the 
world with lefs learning and experience than they otherwife might pof- 
fefs, as this defedt could eafily be remedied by after obfervation ; while, 
on the other hand, depravity of morals was not to be rectified without 
the utmoft difficulty. 

The moft ftriking feature in the conduft of this great man, was the 
admirable order eftablifhed in his domeftic affairs, his houfehokl be- 
ing fo well regulated, that although hardly any nobleman in Bri- 
tain lived in greater ftate, or kept a more numerous retinue, no- 
thing could ever be wafted or mifapplied. His attention to the diftrcfc 
fed alfo formed a very confpicuous part of his chara&er ; the Royal 
Infirmary of Edinburgh was particularly indebted to hk Lordftiip's boun- 
ty, and his principal aim was directed to the relief of induftrious perfons la- 
bouring under difficulties ; while at the fame time none could be a more 
determined enemy to thofe whofe misfortunes were the refult of repeat- 
ed imprudencies, or a conftant courfe of idlenefs. The fums expended 
by his Lordfhip in alleviating the neceffities of the induftrious poor of 
the pariflies wherein he had any particular intereft, amounted to up* 
wards of L. iooo annually; but it was not to them alone his favours 
were confined, many diitreficd perfons, reduced by unavoidable misfor- 
tunes 
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tunes, experiencing his bounty to a great extent ; and in generality and 
attention to the comfort of his dependants he was unequalled. In the 
latter years of his life, a fecond courfe never appeared at his table, for 
having obferved that it had become a frequent practice in gentlemen of 
rather fmall fortunes to have two courfes, in hopes that his example 
would have the effe& of putting a flop to a cuftom at once ridiculous 
and ruinous in them, his Lordfliip abftained from that luxury ; and cal- 
culating how much was faved by the retrenchment, added the amount 
to his other bounties to the diftreiTed, 

The very ample fortune inherited from his father was, by his Lord- 
(hip's prudent management, improved and increafed to an extent al- 
moft unequalled in the kingdom. He made many and great purchafes 
of land in different parts, particularly in the counties of Linlithgow, 
Haddington, and Fife, by which he became one of the firft landed pro- 
prietors in Scotland, entailed a fuitable property on the title of Hops-, 
toun, and left adequate fortunes to the younger branches of his family. 
Such was his difcernment, that when the late Duke of Qgeenjberry, a 
nobleman to whofe opinion he ever paid the utmoft deference, propoled 
to him to become one of the fubfcribers to the Ayr Bank, as a fcheme 
extremely advantageous both to the kingdom at large and the parties 
concerned, his Lordfliip, after two days confideration, forefeeing the 
confequences of a mifcarriage, declined to take any concern in that af- 
fair, whofe ruinous fequel is too well known and deeply felt, to be here 
enlarged on. 

Senfible of the inestimable bleffings derived to this country from the 
Revolution, his Lordfliip could not but feel the ftrongeft attachment to 
the Houfe of Hanover, which was confpicuoufly manifefted in 1746 
when the Duke of Cumberland came down to this country to quell the 
rebellion. On this occafion his Lordfliip fent his carriages and horfes to 
attend his Royal Highnefs during his continuance in Scotland, and was 
careful to afford that prince every other affiftance in his power. An- 
, other fignal inftance of his loyalty occurred in 1757, when public cre- 
dit 
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dit was at its lowed ebb, and the French threatened an invafion of 
Britain, on which occafion Government having fet on foot , a lottery on 
terms fo difadvantageous to the fubfcribers, that it might with more 
propriety have been (tiled a free gift, his Lord (hip fet his name down 
for 500 tickets, and gave them all away in prefents. 

In 1754, after much importunity, his Lordfhip was prevailed upon to 
reprefent his Majefty, as Lord HighCommiffionerto the General Aflembly 
of the Church of Scotland which affembled at Edinburgh May 2 2d that 
year; and he fpared no coft to fupport the dignity of the King's reprefen- 
tative. In the number and fplendid appearance of his retinue, and in gran- 
deur of entertainments, his Lordfhip far exceeded all his predeceflbrs; nor 
has any fucceeding Commiffioner made an equal figure. The general elec- 
tion of the reprefentatives of the Scotttfh Peerage having been held at 
Edinburgh the day before the Aflembly fat down, his Lordfhip was at- 
tended by a more numerous and brillant company of noblemen than 
ever appeared on a fimilar occafion ; and his difburfements were eftima- 
ted at more than three times the fum allowed by Government to the 
dommiffioner* 

His Lordfliip generally pafled four months in each year at Moffat and 
Ormiftoun, and in excurfions to the baths of Buxton; during the other 
eight months be was accuftogaed to refide conftantly at Hopetaun Houfe t 
the eaft front of which he caufed to be altered, under the diredion of 
the elder Adam, to its prefent form, exhibiting at once the happieft 
union of beauty with majefty and fimplicity, and the mod harmonious 
proportion of parts, aided by every advantage of fituation. At that mag- 
nificent feat, this truly refpedtable nobleman calmly yielded to fate, af- 
ter having been afflidled for fome weeks with a dropfical complaint, on 
the 1 2th of Fib. 1781, in the 77th year of his age, and was buried at 
Abercorn. 

His Lordfhip was thrice married. By his firft wife Lady Anne Ogihie, 
daughter of James Earl of Finlater and Seajield, whom he efpoufed at 

Cullen 
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Cullen iijth Sept. 1733, and who died at Hopetoun Hqufe 8th Feb. 1759, 
he had nine children. 

1. Lady Elizabeth, born ift March 1736, married at Hxpetoun Houfe 
13th July 1754 to Henry Earl of Drumlanrig, eldeft fon of Charles Puke 
of $>ueenjberry and Dover, and dying without iffue at Hopetoun Houfe 
7th Apr. 1756, was buried on the 13th at Burrifdeer, at the fide of 
her hufband, who died 19th 03. 1754. 

2.. Henrietta, born 21ft Aug. and died ift 0#. 1738* 

3. Charles, Lord i/0^*, born 9th July 1740* a young noblejnan of 
whom no fmall expectations were entertained. After, completing his 
education -at home, he vifited the principal kingdoms on the continent, 
but unfortunately falling into a bad ftate of health, a veffel was provid- 
ed, in order that he might try the effe&s of the fea air, and in it his 
Lordfhip made a voyage up the Mediteranean, and afterwards failed to 
the Weft Indies and to America. On his return from this laft expedition 

.he died at Port/mouth 6th June 1766, seta. 26, and was buried at Abet- 
corn.. 

4. James, third and prefent Earl of Hopetoun. 

5. John, born ift June 1743, died at Hopetoun Houfe 3.0th Septi 
1759, acta. 17. 

6. Lady Henrietta, born 15th Apr. 1746, a lady of a mod charitable 
difpofition, and diftinguifhed for an uncommon degree of piety, who died 
unmarried at Briftol Hot Wells ift Jan. 1786 aeta. 40. 

7. William, born 2 ift Jan. 1749, died 28th May s 1750. 

8. Henry, born 25th Feb. 1755, for whofe education an excellent 
plan laid down by the late Earl of Kinnoul, and his brother the Arch- 
bifhop of Tork, was followed for fome years. Ob his travels abroad, ia 
which he was attended by Dr Gillies, his Majefty's Hiftoriographer, he: 
died at Lyons in Frame, 27th Aug. J 776, aeta. 22. 

9. Lady Sophia, married at Hopetoun Houfe 29th Apr. J 779 to Tho- 
mas Lord Binning, only fon of Thomas feventh Earl of Haddington, nn& 
has iffue. 

John 
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John Earl of Hopetoun married fecondly at Balgowan 30th 061. 1762, 
Jean, daughter of Robert Oliphant, of RoJJie in the county of Perth, by 
whom be had three children, 

10. Lady Anne, born 7th Oct. 1763, died at Hopetoun Houfe 21 ft 
Jan. 1780, aeta. J 7. 

if. The Hon. John Hope of CraigbaU and Rankcittour in Jjfc who 
after ferving fome years as a fubaltern in the 10th Dragoons, and 27th 
Foot was in 1789, appointed to the command of a troop of the 17th Dra- 
goons, promoted to the Majority of the 2d battalion of the Royals in 
1792 ; and in .1793, conftituted Lieutenant Colonel of the 25th Foot, a 
regiment in which he had begun his military career, as a volunteer in the 
grenadier company, in 1779. On the 15th of July 1790 he was, by a 
confiderable majority, ele&ed Member of Parliament for the county of 
Linlithgow. 

12. Lady Jean, married at London 2d Ap. 1793 to the Right Hon. 
Henry Dundas of MehiRc, one of his Majefty's Principal Secretaries of 
State, &c. &c. &c. 

Jean, Couritefs of Hopetoun dying at Glafgow 16th March 1767, her 
huiband, on the 10th of June following, took to his third wife, Lady E- 
lizabeth Lejlie, daughter of Alexander fifth Earl of Leven; and by her, 
whofurviving him died at Edinburgh xothAp. 1788, and was buried on 
the 1 6th at Abercorn, had iflue. 

13. The Hon. Charles Hope of Waughton in Eaft-Lotbian, Majof of the 
37th~regiment of infantry now ferving in Brabant. On the i 2th of July 
1790, he was chofen Member of Parliament for the Kingborn diftrift of 
Boroughs. 

14. Lady Elizabeth. 

15. The Hon. Alexander Hope, a Lieutenant of the 1 ft regiment of 
Foot-guards, appointed in 1793 Major of Brigade to one of the battali- 
ons ferving abroad, under the command of his R. H. the Duke of Fork. 

16. Lady Charlotte, married 8th Aug. 1793 to Charles Hope, Efq. Advo- 
cate, Sheriff of Orkney and Zetland. 

*7- 
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17. Lady Margaret, married xoth July 1793 to Alexander Maclean, 
of Ardgower. 

18. Lady Mary. 

James, the third and prefent Earl of Hopetoun, only furviving fon of 
the firft marriage, was educated principally at home, under the imme- 
diate infpe&ion of his noble father, till the year 1758, when, not being 
able to remain an inactive fpedator of the juft and neceflary war in 
which Britain happened at that time to be engaged, his Lordfhip pur- 
chafed an Enfign's commillion in the third regiment of foot-guards, and 
ferved two or three campaigns in Germany. In this corps he continued 
till 1764, when the war being honourably termioated, his Lordfhip 
thought proper to quit the army ; and for fome years afterwards* he 
was employed in attending, to Italy and other countries, bis brother 
Lord Hope, upon whofe premature death he was, by the articles of U- 
nion, obliged to relinquifh his intention of offering himfelf a candidate 
to reprefent the county of Linlithgow, in which he had the fairefl pro- 
. fpeft of fuccefs. At the firft general eledlion after his Lordfhip's ac- 
ceflion to the title of Hopetoun, he was chofen, by the Scottiib Peerage, 
one of their fixjteen representatives to Parliament* and foon became e- 
minently diftinguifhed in the Houfe of Lords for attention to public af- 
fairs, and for the fplendid eloquence with which he fupported all mea- 
fures he judged advantageous to the nation, and reprobated fuch as in- 
dicated a contrary tendency. 

His IrfOrdfhip, on the death of his uncle George, third Marquis of An- 
nanda le % 29th Ap. 1792, fucceeded to the Earldoms of Annandale and 
Hartfield, and to very extenfive poffeflions in Scotland, but has not 
as yet aflumed thefe titles, till a determination of the Houfe of Peers on 
a claim to the Marquifate is given. His Lordfhip is Heritable Keeper of 
Locbmaben caftle, one of the Extraordinary Managers of the Royal Infir- 
mary of Edinburgh, a Truftee of the New College of that city, one of the 
Directors of the Britifh Wool Society, and a Governor of the Orphan 
Hofpital, to all which bodies he has been a moil munificent benefadtor ; 

alfo 
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alfo one of the Commiffioners of the newly eftabliihed Board of Agricul- 
ture, 

His Lordfhip, on the 16th of Aug.' 1766, married Lady Elizabeth Car- 
negie, eldeft daughter of George fixth Earl of Nortbejk ; and by her, 
who died at Annandale Houfe, London, 19th Aug. 1793, had fix daugh- 
ters. 

1. Lady Anne, married at Hopetoun Houfe, 8th July 1792, to William 
Hope Efq. Matter and Commander of the Royal Navy, and has one 
daughter, Elizabeth, born 2d May 1793* 

a. Lady Jean Elizabeth, born 27th Dec. 1768, died on board the 
Britannia yacht vxSpitbead, 14th Aug. 1786, aeta. 18, and was buried at 
Abercorn. 

3. Jamima, bom 29th Jan. 1770. died 31ft Dec. 1773. 

+4. lady Georgina.nr,,: ^ ,W>A — #« '• >*A y '^Y''f f * \ ( . /ly,: 

5. Lady Jamtma. C 

6. Lady Lucy.Med S*«'* '*? ** 

Creations. Lord Jobnflon of Locbwood, 20th Jt/fl* i*>33* Earl of 
Hartfield, 18th March 1643. Earl of Annandale and Hartfield, Lord 
John/Ion of Locbwood, Locbmaben, Moffatdale, Evandale, &c. a new pa- 
tent, with the former precedency, 13th 2*Vi. 1661. Earl of Hopetoun, 
Vifcount Aitbrie, and Lord //o/*, 15th -^n7 1703. 

Arms of Annandale. Quarterly, ift and 4th ar. a faltire S. on a chief 
G. three cufliions, O. for Jobnflon, 2d and 3d. O. an anchor in 'pale, G. 
for Fairholm of Craigieball. Creft, on a wreath a fpur eredt, O. winged, 
Ar. Supporters, on the dexter fide a lion Ar. armed and langued Az, 
crowned with an imperial crown, O. on the finifter, a horfe Ar. furnifh- 
ed, G. Motto, Nunquam non paratus. 

Arms of Hopetoun. Az. on a chevron between three bezants O. a lau- 
rel leaf, proper, (to denote his maternal defcent from Foulis of Leadbills.) 
Creft, a broken globe, furmounted of a rainbow, proper. Supporters, 

two 
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two women, their hair hanging down, with loofe garments, holding an- 
chors in their hands. Motto, Atjpes nonfratta. 
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X HE annexed Pedigree, drawn up from the Regifters of Edinburgh 
and Cramond, and other authentic documents, will exhibit the des- 
cent of a family, which, for a century and a half, enjoyed confiderable 
property, and were in no fmall eftimation in this parifli. 



LAURISTON. 



LAW OF LAURISTON. 



I HIS branch derives their defcent from an antient and refpe&able fa- 
mily, feated for feve^al ages at Litbrie in Ftfe, who made no inconfider- 
able figure, having had the honour of producing an Archbifhop of 
Glajgow, James Law, thus highly commended by an eminent cotem- 
porary *. 

EJl coma, Lae ! tibi cygnais amula plumis ; 
Pcftorafunt multo candidiora comis. 
The firft of the houfe of Lauri/lon was William Law, who, being a 
younger fon, fettled at Edinburgh, where he followed the profeffion of 

X a 

* Dr Arthur Johnfton Phyfician to King Charles L 
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a goldfmith, a bufincfs at that time partaking more of the nature of a 
banker's, than 6f that to which the name is now properly Feftritted, with 
fuch fuccefs as to be thereby enabled, in 1683, to make purchafe of 
Laurijlon. He did not, however, long enjoy that acquifition, for being 
feverely affli&ed with the ftone, he took a journey to Paris, to have the 
operation of lithotomy performed, but it was done in a manner fo un- 
fkilful as to occafion his death in that city, about the year 1688. 

He married Mifs Jean Campbell, (a lady whofe prudent management 
retrieved the affairs of the family during the exile of her eldeft fon,) de- 
fended from the noble houfe of Argyle; and had by her eleven chil- 
dren, viz. 

1. Agnes, born ift Feb. 1666, married in 1685, to John Hamilton, Efq. 
Writer to his Majefty's Signet. 

2. James, born 19th Dec. 1667, died in his infancy. 

3. Jean,hoxn 12th Sep. 1669, married 28th Apl 1688, to John Hay, Efq. 

4. John Law of Laurijlon. 

5. William, born 14th Sep. 1672, died an infant. 

6. Andrew, born 22d Nov. 1673, a goldfmith or banker in Edinburgh, 
who married 27th Jan. 1695, Betbia, daughter of John Melville, of 
Murdocairny in Fife, a near relation of the Earl of Leven and Melville, 
by whom he had one fon Alexander, born 22d Feb. 1697, who dietiMn 
his infancy, and two daughters. 

7. William Law of Laurijlon. 

8. Janet, born 9 th Sep. .677. > both ^ ^^ 
9 Robert, born 6th Oft. 16780 

10. Lilias, born 19th 061. 1680, married in 1698 to James Clerk* 
merchant in Edinburgh, and fecondly, to Martin. 

11. Hugh, born 10th Jan. 1682, died unmarried *. 

John Law of Laurijlon, the eldeft furviving fon, was born at JSrifo- 

burgb, 

* Rcgifter of Marriages and Baptifins of the city of Edinburgh*. 
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burghs on the 21ft of April 1671. From that time to the 1692, a period 
of twenty-one years, no memorials concerning his education and purfuits 
have come to my hands ; only it appears, that during this period he 
made a competent progrefs in literature. The bent of his inclination, 
however, prompting him to apply, in a particular manner, to the ftudies 
of arithmetic and geography, he made himfelf fo complete a matter of 
thefe branches, as to be able with the utmoft facility to refolve the mod 
intricate problems in either ; and it was remarked that none more per- 
fcdly underftood the complex fcience of Algebra. He likewife bellow- 
ed much time and labour to acquire a deep infight into the principles of 
public and private credit, the ftate of trade and manufactures, the theo- 
ry and practice of taxation ; and in fhort, *of all circumftances refpeding 
political oeconomy in general. The acceflion of knowledge, retak- 
ing from thefe enquiries, laid the foundations of his future eminence *. 

'f'hefe purfuits, however, were far from engroffing his whole atten- 
tion ; for having received from nature an uncommonly handfome figure, 
he took care not to be negligent in the acquiGtion of external accom- 
pli foments. For thefe, indeed, he became fo remarkable, even at a ve- 
ry early age, as to be known among his companions by the name of 
Jcffamy John ; and, as he advanced in years, he was commonly diftin- 
guiflied by the appellation of Beau Law. He excelled in the know- 
ledge of all games, whether of chance, fkill, or dexterity ; and was no- 
ted as a moft remarkable player at tennis, an exercife much in vogue in 
Scotland towards the clofe of the laft century f . 

His ftudies were, it is faid, interrupted by his being taken, while as yet 
very young, into his father's accompting houfe ; but this fituation, how- 
ever calculated for improving his knowledge of the management of a 
bank, being by no-means agreeable to his tafte, he emancipated himfelf 

X 2 therefrom 

* Hiftoire du Sylteme des Finances, i. 68. Memoires de Pollnitx, ii. 245. 
t Information from the late Sir David Dalrymple, Lord Hailet.— Tranfaftions of 
the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, p. 503. 
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therefrom on the death of that parent, and foon afterwards vifited Lon~ 
don. This ftep he was probably induced to take from the expectations 
of increaiing, in that capital, his fortune by play, to which he had al- 
ready become much addifted ; but thefe expectations were at firft fo far 
from being realifed, that he was on the point of difpofing of his paternal 
inheritance in this parifli, to difcharge his debts of honour. He was 
however faved from this mortification by his mother, who advanced him 
a large fum, took into her own hands the eftate of Laurijlon, which fhe 
relieved from every burden, and fecured in fuch a manner as to prevent 
it from being affedted by the imprudence of any of her defendants*. 

In London Mr Law's fuperior beauty of perfon, ready wit, and engag- 
ing manners, ailifted by proper recommendations, and aided by that pro- 
penfity to deep play for which he was always noted, procured him ad- 
mittance into fome of the firft circles, and particularly attracted the at- 
tention of the ladies, among whom he had the reputation of being Ex- 
tremely fortunate. This fuccefs in affairs of gallantry was, however, at- 
tended with very difagreeable confequences, involving him in an unhap- 
py quarrel with one Mr Wilfon, a gentleman renowned for a fimilar pre- 
eminence in perfonal endowments, which produced a hoftile meeting- 
between the parties* In this encounter, Mr Law had the good fortune 
to come off conqueror, laying his antagonift dead upon the fpot where 
they fought f. 

He was foon afterwards apprehended and committed to the King** 
Bench prifon ; fome circumftances, which have not come to my know- 
ledge, 

* Writs of the eftate. — Mr Law made a conveyance of the eftate of Lauriflon to 
his mother, in jjconfequence of certain fums advanced to him ; that conveyance is 
dated 6th Feb, 1699, he being then, as the difpofition bears, in London. 

+ The particular occafion of this quarrel is varioufly dated ; fome fay that it arofe 
from the preference (hewn to Mr Law by Mifs Elizabeth Villiers, filler of the firft 
Eail of Jer/ey, (afterwards Countefs of Orkney,} a lady whofe wit and accomplish- 
ments .had power, though unaccompanied with perfonal charms, to make an impreiU 
fion on the cold breaft of King William III. 
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ledge, rendering it unadvifeable for him. to ftanJ trial*, be found 
means to make his efcape from confinement ; on which occafion the 
following advertisement was publifhed in the London Gazette of 
Monday 7th Jan. 1694. " Captain f John Law, a Scotchman, lately a 
" prifoner in the King's Bench for murther, aged 26, a very tall, black, 
" lean man, well fhaped, above fix foot high, large pock holes in his face, 
f 4 big high noted, fpeaks broad and loud, made his efcape from the faid 
11 prifon. Whoever fecures him, fo as he may be delivered at the faid 
u prifon, (hall have fifty pounds paid immediately by the Marfliall of 
" the King's Bench \:' 

The publication of this advertisement, however, proved ineffe&ual, 
Mr Law getting clear off, and it was probably at this time that he firft 
vifited the continent. He appears to have made good ufe of the period 
of his exile, improving his knowledge of finance by obferving the diffe- 
rent modes of conducing the banks, and managing the public revenue*, 

and 

* It would appear, from Lord Carteret's fpeech in the Houfe of Lords 26th 08. 
1 7 21, (to be afterwards noticed) that Mr Law had been tried and acquitted for this 
murder, but that an appeal had been lodged by the relations of the deceafed. 

f I cannot learn, whether he had the honour of bearing any military commiffion 
in this kingdom ; but I am informed that he ferved fome time as an officer of the Wal- 
loon Guards in Spain, 

% This defcription, conveying no favourable idea of Mr law's perfonj occafioned 
at firft Ho fmall degree of furprize ; but, on communicating my fufpicion, that it had 
been probably drawn up in order to facilitate his efcape, which, it is faid, was pro- 
cured by the proper application of money, to the prefent M. Law de Laurlfton, that 
gentleman coincided with the furmife. To manifeft, the more 'ftrongly, that this had 
been the cafe, he had the goodnefs to order an engraving to be taken from an origi- 
nal portrait of his uncle, reckoned an exact likenefs, in his poffeffion ; and to transmit 
me the plate, which, he affures me, was executed with attention and fidelity. The 
impreffions thereof, prefixed to this work, will ffiew how far the conjefture is well 
founded. In Bromle/s catalogue of engraved Britifli portraits, four engravings, or 
defigns, of Mr Law axenoticed ;— 1 , fol. engraved by Langlois 5—2, 4to. defigned by Hi^ 
for* i— 3* 4*o. engraved by des Rocbers ,— and 4, 4(0. painted by Rigaud, and engraved 
by F. de Schmidt. The Earl of Orford has in the library at Strawberry HilU beau- 
tiful portrait of Mr Law, done in crayons by Rofalba. 
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and the (late of trade and manufactures, in the foreign countries he 
pafled through; particularly by making himfelf as much as poflible ac- 
quainted, upon the fpot, with the operations of the myfterious bank of 
Amjlerdam, which he was the better enabled to do from officiating, for 
fome time, as fecretary to the Britifli Refident in Holland. I am forry 
that I can give no account of his travels and adventures during this pe- 
riod, and that it is in my power only to fay, that he mull have returned 
to his native country before the expiration of the firft year of this cen- 
tury, the introduction to his " Fropofals and Reafons for Conftituting a 
" Council of Trade" being dated at Edinburgh 31ft Dec. 1700, and it was 
publiflied there early in the enfuing year. 

In this work, he fubmits jo the public, a plan for reviving, encourag- 
ing, and promoting the trade and manufactures of the kingdom, then, 
in confequence of various unfortunate circumftances, particularly the 
mifcarriage of the Daritn expedition, at a very low ebb, by conftitut* 
ing» by A<Sl of Parliament, a Council of Trade, in whom fhould be veil- 
ed the whole of the King's revenues, the Bifhop's lands and rents, all 
charitable mortifications and appropriations, one tenth of all grain raif- 
ed, and malt made, in the kingdom, one twentieth of all fums fued for 
at law, one fortieth of all fucceflions, legacies, and fales, and fome other 
articles too long to be enumerated. This great income he propofed to 
-employ (after deducing a Hated annual fum for hi* Majefty's ufe, and 
for the falaries of the members of the Council,) in promoting, by aH man- 
ner of ways, the trade, fiflieries, and manufactures of Scotland, building 
work-houfes, and purchafing all means and materials for employing, re- 
lieving, and .maintaining the poor, buying up and keeping at a regular 
rate the various productions and manufactures of the kingdom, making 
and maintaining highways, bridges, and harbours ; and in other bene- 
ficial purpofes. He alfo propofes that the Council fhould be empowered 
to difpenfe with prejudicial monopolies, regulate the weights and mea- 
fures, punilh fraudulent bankrupts, liberate honed debtors who have 
made a fair furrender of their effects, and feize upon all beggars and va- 

Nh - gabonds ; 
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gabonds ; and it is further fubmitted, that all duties upon exports, and 
upon fuch imports as are proper to be meliorated or manufactured in the 
kingdom, (hould be taken off, one per cent only excepted, but that the 
duties on all other imports be doubled. / 

From the exertions of a Council vefted with fuch powers, and poflef- 
fing revenues fo ample, Mr Law feems to have entertained the moil fan- 
guine hopes that the trade and manufactures of Scotland would fpee- 
dily have been recovered frjm the calamitous fituation in which at that 
time they were ; but the project did not appear in the fame light to, 
and consequently met with no encouragement from, the Supreme Judi- 
cature of the kingdom. 

This publication had, however, the effedk of introducing Mr Law to- 
the notice of feveral great men of this .country, and he foon became ve- 
ry intimate with the firft Duke of Argyle y his fons the Marquis of Lorn 
and Lord Archibald Campbell, the Marquis of Tweeddale, and other no- 
blemen. Relying on the afliftance of thefe powerful protestors, he, in 
1705, offered to Parliament a plan for removing, the difficulties Scotland 
then lay under, from the great fcarcity of fpecie, and the infolvency of 
the Bank, preparatory to and explanatory of which, he publifhed ano- 
ther work, intitled, u Money and Trade confidered, with a Propofal for 
" fupplying the Nation with Money," printed at Edinburgh the fame 

year. 

After preliminary obfervations, tending to fhew the infufficiency of 
gold and filver to ferve as money, from their increafiiig in quantity while 
the demand leflens, and the fuperiority of land over all other articles as a 
foundation for money, being capable of improvement as the demand in- 
creases, and the quantity remaining always the fame, he therein propofes 
that Commiffioners, to be appointed by, and to adt under the controul 
of, Parliament, fhould have power to iffue notes, and to give them out in 
any of thefe three ways, ift, In the way of loan, at ordinary intereft, up- 
on landed fecurity, the debt not to exceed half or two thirds of the va- 
lue of the land j adly , To give out the full price or land in notes, and to 

enter 
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enter into the poffeffion thereof by wadfet f redeemable within a certain 
period ; and 3dly, To give out in notes the full price of land upon fale 
irredeemably. Thus all the notes being firmly fecured on landed proper- 
ty, he a fie its that they would not only be equal in value to gold and HI- 
ver money of the fame denomination, but alfo be preferred to thefe me- 
tals, as not being liable to fall in value like them. 

This fcheme, although founded on found and uncontrovertible prin- 
ciples, and fupported by the united weight of the court party, and of 
that called the S qua drone, (a few monied men excepted) headed by the 
Duke of Argyle and the Marquis of Tweeddalt, had the fate to be reject- 
ed in Parliament, the houfe palling a refolve, " that to eftablifh any 
" kind of paper credit, fo as to oblige it to pals, was an improper expe- 
" dient for the nation." The rejedion of the fcheme was occafioned, 
it is fa id, by an apprehenfion that, if it took effedt, all the eftates in the 
kingdom would thereby be brought to a complete dependence upon 
the Government # . 

Thus, finding that all his plans, which appear to have been calcula- 
ted at once to benefit the nation, and to obtain promotion for himfelf, 
(it being underftood that if the former had been adopted, he was to 
have been appointed one of the Members of the Council of Trade, and 
if the laft had been followed, a Commiffioner of the Bank,) were treat- 
ed with negleft, it is no wonder that Mr Law fliould refolve to abandon 
his native country, where he could obtain neither honour nor profit, and 
try his fortune abroad \. 1 muft again regret that it has not been in my 
power to make out a conne&ed feries of his adventures from his leaving 
Scotland fox the fecond time, to his fettling at Paris in 17 14. During 
this period, he refided fome time at Brujfeh % where he became noted for 

extraordinary 

* Lockhart of Carnwath's Memoirs, 144, 145. 

f It has been faid that he was employed in fettling the proportion of the equiva- 
lent to be paid by England to Scotland at the time of the Union. The authority for 
this aflertion is, however, rather queftionable, and it appears that he was at Genoa fo 
early as the year 1708. 
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extraordinary fuccefs at play, to which his profound (kill in. calculation 
did not a little contribute. In two excurfions he made to Paris, his 
good fortune became ftill more confpicuous ; Pharaoh was his favourite, 
and at this game he was accuftomed to play at the Hotel de Gefvres, Rue des 
Poulies, at the houfes of Pot/fin, Rue Daupbine, and of Duchs, a famous 
comedian, which were his ordinary haunts, although his company 
was greatly fought after by perfons of the firft rank. It is faid that he 
feldom carried with him lefs than 100,000 livres in gold, every time he 
went to thefe places, where the play at laft became fo deep, that Mr 
Law, finding it was with difficulty his hands could contain the fums to be 
collected from and diftributed among the gamefters at the end of every 
deal, was obliged to provide himfelf with counters, rated at 18 louis 
each, in order to facilitate his operations. 

Vifiting the principal cities of Italy, he continued his fpeculations, 
playing at all forts of games, betting, and engaging in the public funds 
and banks, with his ufual fuccefs, particularly at Rome in time of the car- 
nival, at Venice and Genoa, infomuch that in 1714 he found himfelf worth 
upwards of L. 110,000 fterling. It has been faid that his good fortune 
at play giving umbrage to fome people at Paris, who could not bear to 
fee a foreigner fo fuccefsful, they found means to have him reprefented 
in the light of a ftate enemy, to M. D 1 Argenfon, Lieutenant General of 
the Police, who fent orders to Mr Law to leave Paris within twenty- 
four hours; and that he found himfelf in a fimilar predicament at Ge- 
noa and Turin. After leaving the latter city, he pafled fome time in 
travelling through Germany and Hungary, in his accuftomed ftile of play 
and expence *. 

Much as Mr Law was addidted to gaming, he did not, however, fuf- 
fer that paflion to gain a complete afcendant over his mind. Confcious 
of his abilities, and fenfible of the depth of his knowledge in the art of fi- 
nance, he ardently longed for an opportunity of bringing both into adion. 

Y Accordingly, 

* Hift. Syft. i. 70, 71. Ocuvres de J. Law, 430. ' 
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Accordingly, on his firft vilit to Paris % he found means to procure an in* 
trodu&ion to the Due de Cbartres, afterwards Due D 9 Orleans, and Re- 
gent of France, with whom, as alfo with Cbamillard the then Comptrol- 
ler General, he held feveral conferences concerning the poffibility of re* 
ducing the national debt. On Mr Law's coming to Paris fox the fecond 
time, the Abbe Tbeful recommended him to Defmarets, fucceflbr to Cba* 
miliar d in the office of Comptroller General, to whom he communicat- 
ed a plan for remedying the diforders of the finances, but this it was not 
thought proper to adopt. It has been aflerted that this plan being laid 
by Defmarets before Louis XIV. the bigotry of that monarch led him, 
instead of enquiring into the merits of the projeft, to c*fk whether the pro- 
pofer was a Catholic ; and on being anfwered in the negative, to fay 
that he would have nothing to do with a heretic •• 

During thefe various rambles, Mr Law, by means of his graceful fi- 
gure and infinuating manners, was every where well received by perfons 
of the higbeft quality, fovereign princes themfelve* taking pleafure in hia 
company and converfation. At Florence he became very intimate with 
the Prince de Vendome, at that time Grand Prior of France, who did not 
fcruple to afk the loan of a very confiderable fura, which Mr Law lent 
him with the beft grace in the world. Becoming acquainted at Neuf* 
cbatel, with the Prince of Coati, he imparted fbme of his financial pro- 
jects to his Highnefe, who thought fo favourably of them as to write on 
the fubjedt to the Duke of Burgundy, grandfon of Louis XIV. To Viftor 
Amadeus, King of Sardinia, by whom he was particularly noticed, Mr 
Law communicated a fcheme of the fame nature as that which was af- 
terwards propofed to the Due D 1 Orleans / but that monarch declined 
putting it in pra&ice, faying that his dominions were too fmall for the 
execution of fo great a defign ; at the fame time mentioning that France 

was 

* ^lemoircs dela Minorite de Louis XV. par Majtllon, 99. Fragmens des Lefc- 
tres Originates de Madame Charlotte Elizabeth de Baviere p Veuve de Monfieur, fre- 
re unique de Louis XIV. ii. 271. 
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was the proper theatre for its performance. If I know the difpofition of 
the people of that kingdom, added he, I am fure they will relifh your 
fchemes ; and therefore I would advife you to go thither *. 

Adopting this falutary advice, Mr Law vifited Paris for the third 
time in 1714, not long before Louis XIV. gave way to fate, bringing with 
him the whole of his acquifitions during his various rambles and adven- 
tures, and fixing his refidence in the Place Pendome, or de Louis le Grand. 
After the demife of that monarch, his old friend the Due LfQrleans at- 
taining the government of the Kingdom, as Regent during the minori- 
ty of Louis XV. Mr Law renewed his acquaintance with that Prince, who 
being fond of men of fpirit, vivacity and wit, could not fail of being high- 
ly delighted with that enterprizing foreigner, as he not only poflefled 
thefe qualities in an eminent degree, but was, befides, of a difpofition 
not lefs addi&ed to pleafure and diffipation than his own? Mr Law 
confequently rofe to no fmall degree of favour and intimacy with his 
Royal Highnefs, who foon finding the extent of his capacity, and the fer- 
tility of his refources, admitted him into all his private parties, and no- 
minated him one of the Counfellors of State. Availing himfelf of that in- 
timacy, Mr Law took care not to negled every opportunity in his pow- 
er to draw the attention of the Regent to the ftate of the French Finan- 
ces, at that time in a fitu&tion accounted defperate by all who pretend- 
ed to flcill in thefe affairs, the long and expenfive wars of Louis XIV. 
having fuperinduced an enormous weight of debt upon the nation, which 
groaned under the intolerable load of taxes impofed for payment of the 
intereft. All induftry was thus checked ; trade in a manner annihila- 
ted ; manufadures, commerce, and navigation had almoft ceafed ; the 
merchant and the trader were reduced to beggary, and the artificer was 
compelled, for want of employment, to leave the kingdom* In fhort, 
fuch was the ftate of affairs, that it had been debated in Council, and 
propofed to theRegent, to expunge at once the debts of the ftate by a 

Y 2 national 

* Majffflon, 100. Pollnitz, ii. 237. 
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national bankruptcy. This propofal he nobly rejedted, preferring to it 
the more equitable method of eftablifhing a commiffion or Vifa, to en- 
quire into the claims of the (late creditors. By this commiffion the na- 
tional debt was at lad put into a kind of order, and the amount reduced 
to fomewhat more than 2oco millions of livres, which at 28 liv. to the 
marc of ftandard filver, (two pounds fterling,) the then denomination of 
the fpecie in France, made above 142 millions fterling. Of this fum, 
j 750 millidhs of livres were eftabliflied upon particular funds, at the rate 
of 4 per cent ; and for the remaining 250 millions, the creditors obtain- 
ed billets d'etat, as they were called, bearing alfo an intereft of four per 
cent, making altogether 80 millions of intereft per annum, which, from 
the diftrefled fituation of the kingdom, was very irregularly paid ; and 
after doing that, there hardly remained, out of an ill-colle&ed revenue, 
a fum fufficient to defray the neceflary expence of the civil govern- 
ment # . 

This calamitous fituation of affairs, which would have daunted a man 
of lefs fpirit and enterpriz", had no other effedt than to render Mr Law 
more eager to provide fome remedy for thefe evils. The moft efficacious 
mode he judged to be the eftabliihment of a well regulated paper ere* 
dit ; but as this matter was little underftood, if not altogether unknown, 
in France, he thought proper, in order to pave the way for its introduc- 
tion, to tranflate into French his publication on Money and Trade, and 
to explain its principles in a feries of letters addreffed to the *Due D y Or- 
leans, and in two memorials prefented to that prince. In thefe he 
ftrongly inculcates his favourite maxim, that the power and profperity 
of a ftate increafes in proportion to the quantity of money circulating 
therein ; and after afierting that even the richeft nations have not fpe- 
cie fufficient to afford full employment to all their inhabitants, and to 
carry their trade to the height of which it is capable, be launches out 

into 

** Duclos, i. 354. Stewart's Inquiry into the Principles of Political Oeconomy, 
ii. 236. 
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into encomiums on the advantages of paper credit for fupplying that de- 
fed. In fupport of this propoGtion, he inftances the vaft benefits ac- 
cruing to England and to Holland, from the Banks of London and Am* 
Jlerdam ; and adduces a variety of arguments to (how that the fetting 
up of an eftablifhment of a fimilar nature, but upon an improved plan, 
in Paris, would be attended with the like good effedfcs to France *. 

Hoping that by thefe arguments the Regent was convinced of the uti- 
lity and neceffity of fuch an eftablifhment, Mr Law propofed to fet up 
a Bank, fccured upon landed property unalienably engaged, and upon 
the whole Royal revenues, to be adminiftered in the King's name, but 
fubjeft to the controul of Commiffioners appointed by the States General 
of the kingdom ; blending in this fcheme the two plans for eftablifhing 
a Council of Trade in Scotland, and fupplying that nation with money, 
formerly mentioned. This application was, however, ineffe&ual at that 
time, as we learn from the preamble of his Majefty's letters patent of 
ad May 1716, where it is faid, that " Mr Law having fome time (face 
" propofed a fcheme for eredting a Bank, which fhould confift of our 
" own money, and be adminiftered in our name, and under our autho- 
44 rity, the projed was examined in our Council of Finances, where fe- 
" veral Bankers, Merchants, and deputies from our trading cities being 
" convened, and required to give their advice, they were unanimous in 
11 the opinion, that nothing could be more advantageous to our king- 
" dom, which, through its fituation and fertility, added to the induftry 
" of its inhabitants, flood in need of nothing more than a folid credit, 
" for acquiring the moft extenfive and flourifhing commerce. They 
" thought, however, that the prefent conjuncture was not favourable 
" for the undertaking ; and this reafon, added to fome particular claufes 
" oftheprojeft, determined us to refufe it J." 
Not difcouraged by this repulfe, Mr Law requefted permiffion to fet 

U P 

* Ocuvres de J. Law, paffim. 

f Mcmoires de la Regcnce de S. A. R. Mgr. le Due SOrUans^ i. 133* 
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up a private Bank in his houfe in the Place de Louis le Grand, to be 
compofed entirely of funds furnifhed by himfelf and by thofe who chofe 
to engage in the undertaking, propofing by means thereof to increafe 
.the circulation of money, put a (top to the progrefs of ufury, facilitate 
the exchange between Paris and the Provinces, augment the confump- 
tion of manufa&ures, and enable the people the more eafily to pay the 
heavy taxes to which they were fubjedted. This Bank was according- 
ly eftablifhed by letters patent bearing date the 2d and 20th of May 
1716, containing the following regulations. 

The ftock of the Bank to confift of 1200 anions, or (hares, of 1000 
crowns, or 5000 livres each, the denomination being then fixed by law 
at 40 livres the marc, confequently each (hare was witn L. 250, and the 
whole ftock L. 300,000 fterling. All perfons whatfoever to be at liberty 
to fubfcribe for as many (hares as they pie a fed, and it was declared that 
the Bank fecurities belonging to, as well as the money lodged in it by, 
foreigners, fhould not be fubject to any confifcation, or attachment 
whatfoever, even in cafe of war with the nations to which the proprietors 
refpedtively belonged. All queftions to be determined by plurality of 
votes, thofe pofieffing from five to ten to have one vote, from ten to fif- 
teen (hares to have two votes, and fo on in proportion ; but thofe who had 
lefs than five (hares were to be fecluded from any voice in the manage- 
ment. The accompts to be balanced twice a year, viz. from the 15th to 
the 20th of June, and from the 15th to the # 2oth of January. Two general 
courts to be held yearly, in which the date of the company's affairs 
fhould be difcufied, and the dividends fettled. The Treafurer never to 
have more than 200,000 crowns, nor any of the cafhiers more than 20,000, 
in hand at a time ; and they were befides obliged to find fufficient fecuri- 
ty for their imromiflions. The notes to be figned by the dire&or, and 
by one of the proprietors, and to be revifed by an infpe&or appointed by 
the Regent. The Bank not to undertake any fort of commerce whate- 
ver, nor to charge itfelf with the execution of any comraiffions; the 
notes to be all payable at fight, and no money allowed to be borrowed 

by 
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by the Bank on any pretext whatever. Various regulations were added 
of lefs importance, and too long to be enumerated in this place. 

This aflbciation, of which Mr Law and his brother William, then fet- 
tled at London, were the principal partners, affumed the firm of the 
General Bank of Law and Company \ and fet out under very favourable 
aufpices, it being known that they enjoyed the protection of the Re- 
gent, and a high idea of their folidity being raifed by the difcourfe Mr 
Law unceafingly held in public, that a Banker merited the punifhment 
of death if he iffued notes or bills of exchange, without having their ef- 
fective value in his repofitories. But what mod attraded the public 
confidence, was the fecurity their notes provided againft the arbitrary 
pra&ice of varying the ftandard of the coin at the will of the monarch; 
an unjuftifiabie meafure, frequently put in execution by the French Go* 
vernment, to the infinite prejudice of debtors and creditors, particularly 
at the general coinages in 1709 and 1716, by the former of which the 
King gained 23^ P er cent, and by the latter 20 per cent, upon the 
whole fpecie of the kingdom. The terms in whkh the notes of the Ge- 
neral Bank were couched, viz, " The Bank promifes to pay to the bearer, 
u at fight, the fum of — crowns, in coin of the weight andjlandard of this 
" day" (of the date of each note) " value receiyed," efFedtually guarded 
againft this contingency. Let us ftate by way of example that if one 
who had paid in, and taken out a Bank note for, 1000 livres or 25 marcs,, 
on the ad of June 17 16, when the ftandard of the fpecie was fettled by 
law at 40 livres the marc, wanted to exchange it at an after period r 
when the ftandard was fixed at 50 livres the marc, he would, on prefent- 
ing his note, receive 25 marcs, or 1250 livres. The bank was, in like 
manner, fecured from fufFering on the contrary fuppofition. On this ac- 
count, as well as from the quicknefs and pun^uality of the payments,, 
and the orders given to the officers of the revenue in all parts in the king- 
dom to receive the paper, without difcount, in payment of taxes, the 
notes of the General Bank in a fhort time rofe to great repute, and were by 
many preferred to fpecie, infomuch that they foon came to pafs current 

for 
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for one per cent more than the coin itfelf. The mod beneficial efleds 
were thereby produced on the induftry and trade of the nation, the *ax- 
es and Royal revenues being by means of the notes remitted to the ca- 
pital at little expence, and without draining the provinces of fpecie.- Fo- 
reigners, who had hitherto been very cautious of dealing with the French, 
now began to intereft themfelves deeply in this new Bank ; fo that the 
balance of exchange with England and Holland, foon rofe to the rate of 
4 and 5 per cent in favour of Paris. This Bank fubfifted in high cre- 
dit, to the no fmall profit of the- proprietors*, till the clofe of the year 
1718, when the Due D' Orleans, obferving the uncommon advantages 
refulting from that eftablifhment, refolved to take it into his MajeAy's 
hands, as at fir ft propofed f . 

This refolution, it may well be fuppofed, could not be reliflied by Mr 
Law and his aflbciates ; but whatever were their fentiments, they knew 
that all oppofition to the will of the Regent would be of no avail. They, 
however, endeavoured to obtain permiffion to continue the General 
Bank, at the fame time the Royal Bank {hould be fet on foot. This 
requeft was refufed ; and the public were informed, by A& of Council 
bearing date 4th Dec. 1718, that the King had taken Mr Law's Bank 
into his own hands, under the name of the Royal Bank ; that his Ma- 
jefty had reimburfed the former proprietors their fhares, and had be- 
come anfwerable for the outftanding notes iflued by them, amounting 
to 59 millions of livres. It was alfo declared, that no notes (hould, for 
the future, be fabricated except in virtue of public ads of the King and 
Council ; and by a pofterior edid, his Majefty. engaged that the notes 
{hould never be fubje&ed to fuch diminutions as might be made on the 

fpecie, 

* At a general meeting of the proprietors, held in prefence of the Regent, 20th 
Dec. 1 717, it was determined to order a dividend of 7! per cent for fix months, which 
is at the rate of 15 per cent per annum. 

t Stewart, ii. 250. Hift. Syft. i. 79. Reflections Politiques fur les Finances et le 
Commerce, (par M. Du Tot) ii. 109. Examen du livre intitule* Reflexions Politi- 
ques fur les Finances et le Commerce (par M. Du Verneyj) i. 299. 
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ipecie, but that they fliould always be paid in full. Of this Royal Bank 
Mr Law was named Dire&or General, and branches were fixed at Lyonr, 
Rocbelle, Tours, Orleans, and Amiens •• 

Thus the Bank being placed in the King's hands departed from the 
principles of private and mercantile credit, upon which Mr Law had 
originally fixed It, and proceeded upon thofe of public credit, which in 
an abfolute monarchy, as France then was, is no- other than that of the 
Sovereign, and confequently cannot be depended upon. To- add to the 
evil, the tenor of the notes was changed, and ran thus, " The Bank pro- 
" inifes to pay the bearer, at fight, — livres injiher coin, value xeceiv- 
11 ed. w By this alteration the money in the notes could not but keep 
pace with that in the coin, both being equally affe&ed with every arbi- 
trary variation made upon the latter. Mr Law did all he could to pre- 
vent this alteration, it however took place, and the credit of the. notes o£ 
the Royal Bank became as good as that of the General Bank notes, al- 
though the crowns in the latter contained a fixed and pofitive value,. 
while the livres. in the former could, at any time, have been reduced, at 
the pleafure of the Monarch, the debtor in them, ta the value of half- 
pence. Of thefe notes, there were to the amount of iooo millions of 
livres fabricated betwixt the 5th Jan. and 29th Dec. 17 19. In Feb* 
1720, the Royal Bank was incorporated with the Company of the In- 
dies j and from that incorporation, to the lit of May following, .there 
were no lefs than 1 ,696,400,000 livres more fabricated in notes, making; 
altogether a total of 2,696,400,000 livres in paper money, of which vaft 
fum 2,235,083,590 livres were in circulation on the 29th of May 1720, 
when the Bank flopped payment, as will be hereafter mentioned f . 

After the eftablilhment of the General Bank, Mr Law began to.de- 
velope the plan of that great and ftupenduous projed he had long me* 

, Z dilated* 

* Examcn, i. 226. 

\ Stewart , ii. 240. — The notes were of four denominations, viz. of 1 0000, iooo> 
100, and iq livres, none being ifiiied for any other funis* The number of each fort 
was as follows 

113,900 
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ditated, known by the name of The MiJJiJippi Syjlcm, which, for a while, 
turned the heads of the French, and attracted the attention of all Eu- 
rope; a projeft that, if carried into full execution, would in all probabi- 
lity have exalted France to a vaft fuperiority of power and wealth over 
every other ftate. The fcheme was no lefs than the veiling the whole 
privileges, effedls, and pofleffions of all the Foreign Trading Companies, 
the Great Farms, the Mint, the General Receipt of the King's Revenues, 
and the management and property of the Bank, in one great Company, 
who thus having in their hands all the trade, taxes, and Royal revenues, 
might be enabled to multiply the notes of the Bank to any extent they 
pleafed, doubling or even trebling at will the circulating cafli of the 
kingdom, and, by the iramenfity of their funds, poffeffed of a power to 
carry the foreign trade, and the culture of the colonies, to a height alto- 
gether impracticable by any other means. The outlines of this plan 
being laid before the Regent, met, it would feem, with the approbation 
ef that Prince, as meafures were taken for the eftablifbment of the pro- 
pofed Company, and dire&ions ifiued for making the requifite grants to 
enable them to commence their operations. 

Accordingly, by letters patent dated in Aug. 1717, a commercial Com- 
pany was erefted, under the name of the Company of the Weft, to whom 
was granted the whole Province of Louifiana, a country watered, 
throughout its whole extent, by the great river MiJJiJippi, from which laft 
circumftance its fubfequent operations came, by way of diftindion, to 
be included under the general name of thb missisippi system. Of 

this 
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2,696,400,000 
By cdift of 19th Sep. X720, notes of 50 livres each, to the extent of 50,000,000 liv. 
were direfted to be made, in order to facilitate the changing of the large notes into 
{mall ones. 
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this company zoc,ooo a€lions % or {hares, were iflued, rated at 500 livrea 
each, and the fubfeription for them was ordered to be paid in billets d'e- 
tat. Thefe papers were at that time in fuch difcredit, by reafon of the 
bad payment of tbeir intereft, that 500 livres nominal value in them 
would not have yielded in the market more than 150 or 160 livres ; but 
in the fubfeription they were taken at their full value, which could not 
fail to operate as a very tempting bait to the holders to lay them out in 
the purchafe of (hares. The company thus became creditors to the 
King, in the fum of ico millions of livres, the annualrent of which was 
fixed at the rent of 4 per cent, the firft year's intereft to be employed 
for commercial purpofes, and the annualrents of the following years to 
be allotted for paying regularly the dividend, at the rate of 20 livres per 
annum each (hare, exclufive of their proportion of the profits of the 
trade *. 

Of this Company of the Weft, Mr Law (who had now advanced fo 
high in the Regent's favour, that the whole ministerial power was rec- 
koned to be divided betwixt him, the Abbe Du Hots Minifter for Foreign 
Affairs, and M. D'Argtnfon Keeper of the Seals,) was named Dire&or Ge- 
neral. The a&ions were eagerly fought after, Lomjiana having been re* 
prefented as a region abounding in gold and filver, of a fertile foil, ca- 
pable of every fort of cultivation. Such was the rage for fpeculation 
that the (inimproved parts of that country were fold for 30,000 livres* 
the fquare league, at which rate many purchafed to the extent of 
600,000 livres ; vigorous preparations were made for fitting out veflels 
to tranfport thither labourers and workmen of every kind ; and the de- 
mand for billets d'etat, in order to purchafe (hares, ocCafioned the former 
to rife to their full nominal value f • 

The Farmers General of the national revenues now taking the alarm, 
the four brothers Paris, principal managers of that powerful body, aft- 

Z 1 ing 

* Examen, i. 211. Stewart, ii. 235. 

f Memoires du Marechal Due de Richelieu, iii. dfi. 
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ing under the patronage of M. &Argenfon % who was become jealous of 
Mr Law's credit with the Regent, formed a project to eftablifh an afib- 
ciation to advance large fums fecured on the Farms and the other branch* 
ts of the public revenue. This projedt, which was an aukward imita- 
tion of Mr Law's fyftem, and on account of its oppofition thereto cal- 
led the Ami Syjleme, came to nothing; and on the 4th of Sept. 1718, 
the farm of Tobacco was mads over to the Company of the Weft, who 
agreed to pay 2,020,000 livres advanced rent to the King* On the 15th 
Dec. following, they acquired the charter and effeds of the Senegal Com* 
pany ; but, by far the moll important grant was that made in May 1719, 
when an edidt was publiihed* transferring to them the exclufive privilege 
of trading to the Eaft Indies, China, and the South Seas, together with all 
the poflefiions and effe&s belonging to the China and India Companies, 
on condition of paying the lawful debts, of thefe Companies now dif~ 
folved. The Company of the Weft aflumed, on this occftfion, the title 
of the Company of the- Indies ; 50,000 new (hares were ordered to be 
conftituted, rated at 550 livres each, payable in coin, to be employed 
partly in fatisfying the creditors of the old Companies, and partly in 
building of veflels, and in other preparations for carrying on the trade. 
The price of actions quickly rofe to 1000 livres, the hopes of the public 
being raifed by the favourable profpe&s of pofle fling & very lucrative 
branch of commerce *. 

On the 25th of July 1719, the Mint was made over to the Company 
of the f Indies, for a coniideration of 50 millions of livres, to be paid to* 
the King within fifteen months ; and 50,000 new {hares, rated at 1000 
livres each, were directed to be iflued, in order to raife that fum. On 
the 27th of Aug. following, the Regent took the Great Farms ont of the 
hands of the Farmers General, and made over the leafe to the Company 
of the Indies, on their agreeing to pay 3,500,000 livres advanced rent 
for them ; thus relieving the people from the exa&ions of that powerful 

body, 

* Hift. Syft. i. no. Examen, i. 241. Stewart, ii. 254. 
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body, under whofe management the taxes became quite intolerable, not 
fo much from their own weight, as the oppreffive mode of levying them. 
On the 31ft of the fame-month, the Company obtained the general re- 
ceipt of other branches of the King's revenue. When they had ac- 
quired all thefe grants, and had thus concentered in themfelves the 
whole foreign trade and pofleffions of France, and the colle&ion and ma- 
nagement of all the Royal revenues of that kingdom, they promifed an 
annual dividend of 200 livres on every (hare, the confequence of which 
was, that the price of a&ions inftantly rofe in -the market to 5000 livres, 
the public run upon the laft creation of 50,000 with fuch eagernefs, 
that nearly double the requifite fum was fubferibed for, and the greateft 
intereft was exerted, and every ftratagem put in pra&ice, to fqcure places 
in that fubfeription. The nantes of the ftockholders were not declared 
for fome weeks, and during that interval, according to Lord Stair, Mr 
Law's door was kept (hut, while all the people of quality in France ap- 
peared on foot in hundreds, before his houfe in the Place Vendome *. 

The Company now came under an obligation to lend the King, in or- 
der that he might pay off his creditors, the fum of 1500 millions of livres, 
at the rate of 3 per cent per annum, and to this rate the intereft of the 
100 millions formerly lent to his Majefty, (in billets (Tet at on the firft fa- 
brication of adions, at 4 per cent,) was alfo reduced ; the King confe- 
quently had to pay them, in all, 48 millions a year. To raife this fum 
of 1500 millions, there were, in the* months of Sept. and 061. 1 719, 
300,000 new a&ions created, the fubfeription for which was fixed at 
5000 livres each. The a&ions were thus brought to their full number 
of 600,000 (for it is needlefs to take any notice of 24,000 more fabrica- 
ted on the 4th of 0*3. 17 19, by the private orders of the Regent, but 
afterwards fuppreffed,) and to anfwer the dividends upon thefe the Com* 
pany had, according to fome, the following annual revenue, viz. 

Intereft 

* Examen, ii. 245. Lord Stair's Letters, in tkefiardwic&e Collection of State Pa- 
pars, ii. 597. 
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llV. 

Intereft paid by the King to the Company - 48,000,000 

Profits upon the Great Farms - * 15,000,000 

Ditto upon the Mint - 4,000,000 

Ditto upon the Farm of Tobacco - 2,000,000 

Ditto upon the General Receipt of Taxes • - 1,500,000 

Ditto upon their Trade • - 10,000,000 

making a total of 80,500,000 livres, open to be improved by the exten. 
fion of their commerce abroad, and by a good admintftration at home* 
Other writers on the fubjed, however, computed the annual revenue of 
this great Company at no lefs than 131 millions, viz. 48 millions intereft 
from the King, 39 millions profits upon the Farms, the Mint, and the 
Receipt of Taxes, and 44 millions profits upon their trade ; in which 
cafe they could well afford a dividend of even more than 200 livres on 
every (hare *. 

The covetoufnefs which thefe prgfpedte of immenfe profit in fome 
meafure, but principally the prodigious fortunes acquired by the origi- 
nal prpprietors, excited among all ranks, was fuch as no nation had ever 
beheld before. An univerfal infatuation for the acquisition of (hares in 
the India Company now feemed to occupy the whole kingdom, from 
the loweft of the people up to Magift rates, Prelates, and Princes f. 

This 

* Stewart,u. 257. Refl. Politiq. i. 271. 

+ The following extract from a commiffion of the office of .Comptroller General 
of the Finances by Mr John Law, a farirical piece, will illuftrate what is ftatedabove 
of the infatuation of all ranks to engage in the Miffifippi. 
— — Les plaifans viremens, 
Et continuels changemens 
Que Pon a vu dans le Royaume 
De Qmnquempoix et de Vendome, 
Et Principaute de Soiffbns. 
Ou Pachat et le dividend 
Caufoient un rumeur fi grande, 
Qu'on ne vit jamais tant des rats 

Obfeder 
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This infatuation, of which, at the prefent day, we can fcarcely form a 
conception, increafed in proportion to the difficulty of fucceeding in 
that view ; for the whole 300,000 adbns of the laft fabrication, being, 
by a particular agreement, kept up in order to be fold to the Regent, 
who had alfogot pofleffion of 100,000 of thefe formerly iflued, no more 
than 200,000 remained in the hands of the public, and only a part 
thereof, quite inadequate to the demand, was now brought to market. 
The frenzy prevailed fo far, that the whole nation, clergy and laity, 
peers and plebeians, ftatefmen, princes, nay even ladies, who had or 
could procure money for that purpofe, turned ftockjobbers, outbidding 
each other with fuch avidity, that in Nov. 1719, the price of (hares rofe, 
after fome flu&uations, to above 10,000 livres each; — more than fixty 
times the fum they originally fold for, when the difcredit of the billets 
d'etat is taken into the account *. 

So much indeed were the people interefted in this bufinefs, that no* 
thing was talked of but aftions, and every place echoed with MiJJiJlppi 

and 

Obfeder gens de tous etats ; 
Man, femme, gargon, et fille, 
Laquais, fervantes, la famille 
En ua mot, fans rien excepter, 
Venit jouer et blanqueter. 
La de tous pais et provinces, 
Merchants, magiftrats, artifans ; 
Prelats, guerriers et courtifans, 
Dues et pairs, meme des princes 
Non du pais, mais bien forains, 
Accouroient comme des efiaims, 
Malgre vent, grele, pluye, et crotte, 
Pour y jouer a la marotte, 
En beaux et bons deniers comptans, 
Contre les voleurs calotines, 
Dont la France et terres voifines 
Se pouvront fouvenir long terns. 



Memoires de Pollnitz, ii. 241. 



* Siecle de Louis xv. par Voltaire, iii. 11, 
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and ^idnquempoix # . All claffes appeared to have but one objeiSl, ih{ 
acquifition of fhares of the India Company ; mechanics laid by their 
work, tradefmen forfook their (hops, all degrees entirely negle&ed their 
profeffions and employments, to embark in this new occupation ; and 
the few that did not proceed to that extreme, conducted themfelves in a 
manner calculated to manifeft the little concern they took in affairs 
foreign to the Mifftjippi. One of this laft defcription, M. Cbirac % principal 
phy fician. to the Regent, on his way to vifit a female patient, having been 
informed that the price of adions was falling, was fo affeded by that 
piece of news that he could think of nothing elfe; and accordingly, 
while holding the lady's pulfe, kept exclaiming, O good God, it falls, it 
fails. The invalid, naturally alarmed, began to ring the bell with all 
her force, crying out that fhe was a dead woman, and bad almoft ex- 
pired with apprehenfion, till the do&or aflured her that her pulfe was 
in a very good ftate, but that his mind ran fo much upon a&ions, that he 
came to utter the expreffions that terrified her, in reference to the fall 
of their value. That learning herfelf could not fliield her votaries from 
the infedtion, appears from the following circumftance. M. de la Motbe 
and the Abbe Terrajfin, two of the ableft flholars in France > converting 
together on the madilefs of the MiJJifippi adventurers, congratulated , 
themfelves on their fuperiority over all weaknefles of that nature ; and 
indulged themfelves in ridiculing the folly of the votaries of the fickle 
goddefs. But it fo happened that they met, not long afterwards, face 
to face in the Rue ^uinquempoix ; at firft they endeavoured to avoid 
each other, but finding that impradicable, put the bell look poffible 
on the matter, rallied each other, and feparated in order to make the 
moft advantageous bargains they could. The courtiers, according to 
their ufual cuftom of following implicitly the royal example, engaged 
fo deeply in this bufinefs, that it was faid only five perfons of that de- 
fcription, (the Marechals de Villeroi aadrf<? Villars y the Dues de 5/ Si- 
mon 

* The ftreet where the ftockjobbing was at firft carried on. 
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mon and de la Rochefoucauld, and the Chancellor), had kept free from 
the contagion. The Marechal Due de Richelieu relates, that thofe wha 
did not embark in the Miffifippi were looked upon as no better than 
cowards or fools # . 

The negociations for the fale and purchafe of adions were, at firft, 
carried on in the Rue J^uinquempoix, to the no fmall emolument of the 
occupiers of houfes in that ftreet, lodgings letting at fo high a rate, that 
a houfe rented at 800 livres a year, yielded from 6000 to 16,000 livres a 
month, and even fingle apartments were let at the rate of a piftole a 
day. A cobler, who wrought in a flail formed of planks fet up againft 
the garden wall of M. Tourton the famous banker, bethought himfelf 
of furnifhing his little (hop with a few chairs for the accommodation of 
the ladies that came out of curiofity to fee the crowd ; by which, and 
by fupplying the brokers with pens and paper, he earned no lefs than 
2co livres a day. At length, it becoming impoffible for all to procure 
even that humble accommodation, moft of the ftockjobbers tranfa&ed 
their bufinefs in the open air. So great was the concourfe, that all the 
avenues leading into the Rue S^uinquctnpoix were quite choaked up by 
break of day, and the crowd ftili continued to increafe till the even- 
ing bell was rung, when they were obliged to be driven away by 
force f . It was therefore propofed to remove the bufinefs to a more 
commodious fituation, and the execution of this meafure was accelerat- 
ed by the murder and robbery of a rich ftockjobber, committed on the 
22d March 1720, by a young Flemilh Nobleman, Count Horn, and two 
afTociates, who, under pretence of bargaining for actions, conduded the 

A a unfortunate 

* Fragm. ii. 273. Duc/os, Memoires Secretes fur les Regnes de Louis XIV. et de 
Louis XV. ii. 114. Richelieu, iii. 25. Pottnit*, ii. 240. 

f The Memoirs of the Regency (Vol. ii. 331.) take notice of a hump-backed 
man, who in the courfe of a few days acquired 150,000 livres by letting out his 
hump as a writing deft, to the brokers in the Rue §>uinquempoix. A plan of Paris 
being about this time laid before Louis XV. then only ten years of age, the young 
Monarch found fault with it, becaufe that ftreet was not diitinguiihed from the 
others by gilding. 
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unfortunate man to a tavern in the Rue de Venife^ and there difpatched 
hira with a poignard. The Count, who was only 22 years of age, being 
taken the fame day, was condemned to be broken alive on the wheel ; 
and this fentence was accordingly inflicted in the Place de Greve on the 
26th of March, notwithftanding he was allied to feveral fovereign hou- 
ses, and related to the Due d y Orleans himfelf. The greateft intereft was 
made to fave his life ; but all felicitations on that head were unavailing, 
Mr Law convincing the Regent of the abfolute neceffity of making a fe- 
vere example of that criminal, at a time when many carried their 
whole fortunes in their pockets *. 

The very day that this murder was committed, the Council ifiued an 
edid, exprefsly prohibiting all perfons, of what degree foever, from af- 
fembling in the Rue tytinquempoix, for the purpofe of felling or buying 
ftock,- and difcharging the keeping of offices for their reception in that 
itreet. For feme time afterwards, the ftockjobbers and brokers were 
left to meet where they could ; but in the month of June, the paper 
traffic was transferred to the Place Vendome. The fuperb hotels of 
which that magnificent fquare (or rather odogon) confuted, not being 
calculated for the eftablifhment of offices for tranfa&ing bufinefs, a num- 
ber of tents were for that purpofe pitched in the area. Of thefe, feme 
ferved for the accommodation of the ftockjobbers, others were deftined 
for places of refrefhment, and a third fet was occupied by gamefters 
playing at quadrille, and drawing lotteries of jewels. All the world 
flocked to this fpot, ladies of the higheft quality delighted to walk there 
of an evening, and the concourfe was fe great, that the famous Fair of 
Beaucaire appeared a defert in comparifon. The exceffive noife fo pro- 
digious a refort could not fail to occafion, was productive of fo much 
difturbance, that the Chancellor conjplained he was thereby prevented 
from attending to the caufes in the Chancery, which is fituated in the 

Place 

* Memoires de la Regence, ii. 331, 392, JDuclos, ii. 96. Hift. Syft. iii. 119—134, 
182, 194. 



LAW OF LAURISTOH* 187 

Place Vendome. Mr Law thereupon agreed with the Prince of Carigna* 
for the purchafe of the Hotel de Soiffbns % at the enormous price, as is 
faid, of 1,400,000 livres, and in the gardens belonging to that edifice 
about 600 pavilions, each rated at 500 livres a month, were difpofed iii 
regular order, beautifully inteij>erfed with trees and fountains. To o- 
blige the brokers to make ufe of thepi, an ordonnance was iflued, pro- 
hibiting, under feverc penalties, any bargain for flock to.be concluded, 
except in one of thefe pavilions, and the bufinefs was accordingly car- 
ried on there, till the 8th of Nov. .1720, when all perfons were finally 
difcharged from aflembling for the purpofe of ftockjobbing in any place 
whatever *. 

The unexampled rife of the price of actions afforded an opportunity 
to feveral obfcure and low individuals to acquire at once princely for* 
tunes ; and thefe rapid revolutions could not fail to be productive of ma- 
ny laugharble occurrences, fuch as the following. A footman had gain- 
ed fo much that he provided himfelf with a fine carriage ; but the firft 
day it came to the door, he, inftead of ftepping into the vehicle, mount- 
ed up to his old ftation behind. Another, in a fimilar predicament, 
brought himfelf well off by pretending he got up only to fee if there 
was room on the back for two or three more lacqueys, whom he was re- 
folved to hire inftantly. Mr Law's coachman had made fo great a for- 
tune, that he afked a difmifiion from his fervice, which was readily 
granted, on condition of procuring another as good as himfelf. The 
man thereupon brought two coachmen, told his matter they were both 
excellent drivers, and de fired him to make choice of one, at the fame 
time faying that be would take the other for his own carriage* One 
night at the opera, a Mademoifclle de Begond obferving a lady enter, 
magnificently dreffed, and covered with diamonds, jogged her mother; 
and faid, I am much miftaken if this fine lady is not Mary our cook. 
The report fpread through the theatre till it came to the ears of the la- 

A a a dy, 

* Hift, Syft. iii. 168. iv. 5. 72. vi. 69. DucIoj, ii. 115. 
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dy, who, coming up to Madame de Begond, fold " I am indeed Mary 
•• your cook, 1 have gained large fums in the Rue J^uinquempoix, I love 
" fine clothes and fine jewels, and am accordingly drefled in them. I 
4< have paid for every thing, am in debt to nobody, and pray what per- 
44 fon in this place can fay as much ?" At another time, fome perfons of 
quality beholding a gorgeous figure alight from a mod fplendid equi- 
page, and enquiring what great lady that was, one of her lacqueys an- 
fwered, *• A woman who has tumbled from a garret into a carriage." One 
of thefe upftarts, finding himfelf enriched beyond his utmoft expecta- 
tions, haftened to a coach maker's, and ordered a berlin to be made in 
the fineft tafte, lined with the richeft crimfon velvet and gold fringe, 
and went away after leaving 4000 livres as earneft. The coachmaker 
running after him to enquire what arms were to be put on the carriage, 
was anfwered " Oh, the fineft, the fineft by all means.*' A quondam 
footman, fitting in a newly acquired carriage, having his way impeded 
by another belonging to an officer, their fervants quarrelled, and the 
former having made ufe of fome improper expreffions, the officer oblige 
ed him to alight ; and putting his hand to his fword, the other took to 
his heels, crying out, Brethren of the livery, come to my affiflance. 
But perhaps the drolleft circumftance that occurred, was what happen- 
ed to one Brignaud, (fon of a baker at Tbouloufe,) who being defirous of 
having a fuperb fervice of plate, purchafed the whole articles expofed 
for falein the (hop of a goldfmith for 400,000 livres, and fent them home 
to his wife, with orders to fet them out properly for fupper, to which he 
had invited many perfons of diftin&ion. The lady, not under/landing 
the bufinefs, arranged the plate according to her fancy, and without re- 
gard to their real ufe ; fo that when fupper was announced, the guefts 
couid not forbear from indulging in peals of laughter to fee the foup 
ferved up in a bafon for receiving the offerings at church, the fugar 
in a cenfer, and chalices holding the place of falt-fellers, while 

moll 
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moft of the other articles were fitter for a toilet thin a fiJeboard •.» 
Mr Law now blazed a meteor of unequalled fplendor, having arrived 
at a pitch of power and confequence, (futnma ad fajllgia rerum^) that 
required a ftrength of intellect almoft fupernatural to be able to fupport 
undazzled. He faw himfelf perpetually followed by, and his levee con- 
ftantly crowded with, Princes, Dukes and Peers, Marechals and Pre- 
lates, who all humbled. themfelves before his ftirine with the utmoft fub- 
miffion, while he treated them at times in a ftile of confummate haughtr- 
nefs. Of this Archibald Duke of Argyh ufed to relate a remarkable in- 
ftance. 'His Grace, then Earl of Ilay % going to wait upon Mr Law by 
appointment, found the antichambers filled with many of the highest 

quality 

• Mem. Reg. ii. 328—330. Hift Syft. iu. 72. 

It may perhaps require fome explanation how fo many low perfons fliould acquire- 
large fortunes from nothing, in fo fhort a time, but independent of the rife in the 
price of a&ions, various indeed were the ways of doing fo during the MiJJifippi con- 
tagion. Some, either unable or unwilling to go to the Rue Quinquempoix to difpofe 
of their fhares, trufted them to others, who received, orders to fell for a certain fum. 
On their arrival, they commonly found the price rifen, and without .fcruple put the 
difference into their own pockets. A gentleman falling fick fent his fervant to di£- 
pofe of 250 fhares, for 8000 liyres each; and he fold them at the rate of 10,000 
Kvres, making a profit of 500,000 livres, which he appropriated to himfelf, and by 
other lucky adventures increafed that fum to upwards of 2 millions. A perfoo de- 
puted to fell 200 flaares for another, kept himfelf concealed for fome days, during; 
which time their price rofe fo high that he cleared near a million of livres of profit, 
giving back to his employer, who had been hunting him in vain, only the market 
rate of the day on which he was fent to difpofe of the aftions. One De yqfier, truft- 
ed with the like number of ftiares, to fell for 550 livres each, difappeared, but com- 
ing back when the fvftem wa3 at its height, profited immenfely by difpofing of them 
at a price greatly advanced. It is Iikewife to be obferved, that feveral fluctuations in the 
price of actions happened even in the fame day, infomuch that it was not unufual for 
a ftockjobber, by felling with one hand and buying with the other, to come out of* 
the Rue Quinquempoix in the evening, with the fame number of fhares he had carried- 
with him in the morning, and 200,000 livres of profit. Gambling alfo was carried 
to fuch a height, that it was common for one to lofe or win above a million in a day;. 
Hift. Syft, ii* 166. 
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quality in France ; but being, by fpecial orders, admitted into his pri- 
vate apartments, beheld the great man writing what, from the number 
and rank of thofe left to wait his leifure, he naturally concluded to be 
difpatches of the utmofl: confequence. Upon mentioning thefe furmi- 
fes to his old friend, it wa6 with no fmall furprize his Lord (hip learned 
that he was only writing to his gardener at Laurijlon to plant cabbages 
on a particular fpot. After this important epiftle was concluded, he de- 
fired the Earl to play a party at picquet, and they accordingly fat down 
to that game, at which they continued for a good while, till at length 
the great man thought proper to give orders for the admiffion of his 
humble fupplicants *. The Baron de Pollnitz obferves, in his Memoirs/ 
that he has feen Dukes and Peers of France waiting in Mr Law's anti- 
chambers like the meaneft fuhjefts, and that at laft there was no get- 
ting near him without feeing the Swifs porters for entrance at the gate, 
the lacqueys for admittance into the antichamber, and the valets for the 
privilege of accefs to his prefence chamber or clofet. The audiences 
too were very fhort, and the people were quickly difmifled with very 
little merchandife for a great deal of money f. 

Thofe were now reckoned fupremely bleft, who could obtain one word 
or one fmile from that fole difpenfer of the favours of fortune ; and no- 
thing 

* Notwithftanding this well authenticated anecdote, it appears from the Memoires 
de PoUnit% y and Madame's letters, that Mr Law was by no means puffed up with 
the adulation lavifhly beftowed on him ; but that in general he behaved in an ex- 
tremely polite and civil manner to every body. He was particularly attentive to 
fuch of his countrymen as were properly recommended to him. My aunt Mrs Philp 
informs me, that her father, the late Dr Alexander Monro of Auchinbowie, Pro* 
feflbrof Anatomy in the Univerfity.of Edinburgh, vifiting Paris at this period, wait- 
ed upon Mr Law, to whom he had letters of introduction. His reception from that 
miniller was highly flattering ; and he was accuftomed to fay, that the Comptroller 
General was one of the eafieft, mod affable, and bell behaved men he had ever feen, 
and beftowed fo much time and attention on him, as was perfectly aftonifliing when 
the number, the variety and the importance of the purfuits in which he was then en- 
gaged, were confidered. 
1* Duclos, ii. 72. Pollnitz, ii, 244. 



LAW OF LAURISTON. Ipl 

tbing could afford a difinterefted fpe&ator more amufcment than to ob- 
ferve the people running in crowds, preffing each other to death, only 
to be feen by Mr Law or his fon, as if one of their glances had the pow- 
er to enrich thofe upon whom it happened to fall. The former was fo 
much plagued with fuitors for a&ions, that he could hardly get a moment 
of reft either by day or night, every kind of ftratagem being put in prac- 
tice, and no money fpared, to procure ad million into his prefence, even 
at the moft unfeafonable hours. Of all bis folicitors, the mod importu- 
nate were the ladies, who peftered him inceffantly. Madame, the Re* 
gent's mother, in one of her letters, afierts that " Si Laws vouloit, le* 
" femmes Francoifes lui baiferoknt la derriere" all ideas of decency and 
delicacy being completely abforbed by the more potent power of ava- 
rice ; and (he. gives the following very ftriking inftance of the truth of 
her afiertion. " Un Jour qu'il donnoit audience a da dames, il voulut Je. 
" retirer, ay ant un Ji grand bejoin depijfer qxiil n y y Unoit plus. Ces dame* 
". tui retinrent, il leur enfin JU confidence du befoin qui le prejffbit. Ob,.Ji 
" ce n 9 e/l que cela, dirent elks, cela ne fait rien ; piffiz toujour s , et ccou- 
" tez nous. Et eUes reflerem avec lui pendant tout le terns !" *. 

1 fhould have hefitated in inferting this anecdote, fb extremely ft range, 
and fq repugnant to every principle of delicacy, on £b flight and 
doubtful an authority ; but its truth feenas confirmed beyond a doubt, 
fince the Marechal Due de Richelieu, in his lately publiftied Memoirs, 
fays, " Law jouiffbit alors a Paris du rejpeih de tous les ordres de VetaU 
" les Ducbejfes lui baijoient les mains, et les Princes lui rendoient Jre- 
" quermnent des vifites. Prejfe un jour <2 audience par un grand concours 
•• de perjonnes qui avoient a lui purler, et voulantje retirer pour des be- 
u Joins urgens, les dames lui dirent, Mqnjeigneur, Ji vous riavez d? autre 
" bejoin que celui de pifler, ne vous en allez pas, piffez ici, et ecoutez nous. 
" Law Jans s'etonner uja de la permiffion, et pijffa en pleine affemblee t." 

Madame relates other inftances of the importunity of her fex. One 

Madame 

* Fragm. ii. 274* 
f Richelieu, iii. 374* 
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Madame de Poucha had drained every nerve to be admitted to a dinner 
at Madame de SimianPs, where Mr Law was to have been prefent ; but 
all her endeavours were ineffe&ual, it being known he did not chufe to 
fee her. She then bethought herfelf of ordering her coach to be driven 
before the houfe at dinner time, and dire&ed the coachmen and lac- 
queys to give the alarm of fire, which made all the guefts rife from table, 
and run into the ftreet. On Mr Law's appearance, fhe jumped out of 
her carriage to accoft him, but he took to his heels the moment he be* 
held her face *. 

Another lady, more adventurous, gave orders to her coachman to o- 
verturn her carriage whenever he came near Mr Law. She, however, 
was the firft that perceived him, whereupon fhe roared out, " Overturn the 
" carriage now, you rafcal, overturn the carriage." The man did fo ac- 
cordingly ; and Mr Law courteoufly coming to her afliftance, the lady 
confefled that fhe had given fuch orders, in hopes thereby to have a 
chance of procuring the honour of fpeaking to him, an honour to which 
ihe could not otherwife have prefumed to afpire f. 

An old lady was fo particularly eager and importunate in difcourfe 
with Mr Law, that not attending fufficiently to her expreffions, in place 
of faying, " Faitez moi un concejion" fhe addrefled him in thefe words, 
u Ab Monfieur faitez moije vous enprie une conception" He could not 
refrain from laughing at this droll flip of the tongue, and replied, " Vous 
11 venez trop tard, ilriy a pas moyen a prefent J " 

Mr Law's family and connections participated of this univerfal adu- 
lation and courtfhip. The Regent defiring to have a Duchefs to per- 
form a particular piece of etiquette, that of conducting his daughter, the 
Princefs of Modena to Genoa % fomebody told him to fend to Lady Cathe- 
rine Law's, and he would be fure of finding all the Duchefles in the 

kingdom 

* Fragm. ii. 275. 
+ Fragm. ii. 276. 
% Fragm, ii. 278. 
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kingdom there ; although the infolence of that lady was fo great, that 
<he was accuftomed to fay, there was not a more tirefome animal in the 
world than a Duchefs. Her fon had the high honour of being named 
to dance with the young King, Louis XV. in a moft fuperb ballet, di- 
ie&ed by the Marecbal de ViUertn. Mifs Law, though then extremely 
young, was aflced in marriage by feveral of the firft families in Europe, 
particularly by the prince of Tarente ; and having iffued cards of invita- 
tion for a ball, every perfon who pretended to any diftin&ion thought 
it incumbent, upon them to attend it. The Nuncio, coming among the 
firft, paid bis compliments to the young Queen of the Aflembly by kiff- 
•ing her ; which was, even at that time, reckoned an extraordinary mark 
of condefcenfion in the reprefentative of the Pontifff. 

The fituation of France^ in Nov. 1719, is thus defcribed by a cotem- 
•porary writer. " The Bank Notes were juft fo much real value which 
credit arid confidence had created in favour of the (late. Upon 
their appearance, Plenty immediately difpfayed herfelf through all the 
towns and all the country ; (he relieved our citizens and labourers from 
.the oppreffion of debts which indigence had obliged them to contract; 
_fhe enabled the King to liberate himfelf from great part of his debts, and 
to make over to his fubje&s more than 52 millions of livres of taxes 
which had been impofed in the years preceding 1719; and more than 
35 millions of other duties extinguifhed during the Regency. This 
plenty funk the rate of intereft, crufhed the ufurer, carried the value of 
lands to 80 and 100 years purchafe, raifed up (lately edifices both in 
town and country, repaired the old houfes which were falling to ruin, 
improved the foil, gave an additional relifli to every fruit produced by 
the earth. Plenty recalled thofe citizens whom mifery had forced to 
feek their livelihood abroad. In a word, riches flowed in from every 
quarter; gold, filver, precious (tones, ornaments of every kind which 
contribute to luxury and magnificence, came to us from every country 

B b in 

f Ducks, ii. 73. Hift. Syft. ii. 19. Fragm. ii. 271. 
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in .Europe. Whe the/r ' t hefe '. prodigies . or marvellous . effects were prtv 
duced by an, by confidence,; by fi^ar, or by whim if you- pleafe, one 
mull agree, that that art, that confidence, that fear, or that whim, had 
operated all thefe realities, \vhi<hthe aptient adminiftration never: could 
have producedv Thui fir the Syftem had produced nothing but good, 
every thing was commendable, and ivotfhy of admiration V 

Such, according to an eye.-witnefe, were the advantages fefulting to 
the French, from the eftablifhment of public credit among them. Mou 
ney now circulated in the utmoft profufionj .all ranks*. of .people indulged 
th^mfelves ineveiy fpecies of luxury, and the prices of commodities rofe 
kxceffively t* Strangers^ of every Nation flocked in great numbers to 
Paris to fpeculat^e in the ftdeks, >rtfomuch that it was computed there 
were no lefs 'than 305,000 fofeignefs in that capital in November 17 19, 
the, ponfequeOceof which .was 3 prodigious influx of wealth into the 
kingdom. /The very graqarjes ftn<jl magazine were filled with inhabi- 
tants; and fo gre^t.was the crowd: Of equipages fet up, that it was 
fcarcely poflible to pafs through any ftreet without the utmoft difficulty, 
and even danger, of hurting <?r killing Jfoifle of the* numerous paffengers. 
; Fine clothes were fo much fought aftsr* -that the &Qps Jn! Paris were 
, completely (tripped of all the velvet and cloth of gold expofed for fale. 
On this account, feveral remarked, that the winter feafon of this year 
exhibited more fplendor and brilliancy than the fineft fummer ever feen 
-. before t«. ! , . „ .•• in..- " > 

, When 

. * Refl. Politiq. ii. 330. '..-... 

f The ell 01 cloth of 1 5 liv. fold for 50 liv, and a pound of coffee rofe from 50 fols 
to 18 liv. Artificers who ufed to workfor 1 5 fols, now would not take lefs than.3 liv. 
a day. By an account taken from the books of the fdverfmiths of Paris, it appear- 
ed that in the courfe of three m6ntns, tKey had* made nolefs than 120,000 dozens 

1 of plates, btfidts difhes anfwerable $ reckoning each doz«en at Z. 60, the total vahie 

, of them alone comes to Z. 7,200,000. Such was die prodigality of fome of the 
ftockjobbers, that an inftance occurred where one of them gave 200 liv. for a fingle 

r ' wood-hen for his dinner - r and green peafe at 1 00 piftoks the. pint have been fervec} 
up at fome tables. ..*:/!.. \ •» • " 

% Hift. Syft. ii. 105. Richelieu^ iii. 37. 
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When this apparently flouriftiirig poftare of affairs was contrafted 
with the lamentable fituarion in which France was plunged at the death 
tf Louis XIV. it is no wonder that Mr Law y who was confidered as the 
author of ail that poofpertty,, fhould be reckoned > as it were, tjie Saviour 
of the kingdom. He was perfectly idolized by the people, who looked 
on him as no way inferior to the King and the Regent, the mob being 
accuftomed to cry out, L*ang. live Mr Law, whenever he appeared in 
public. The jpopular veneration was Ml further increased by his mak+ 
mg, along with lady Catherine and liis fon and daughter, a public pro* 
feflioH of- the Roman Catholic Religion, which r was done With great 
pomp in the church of the Recoiled* at MHun? in December 1719. In 
order to matttfeft his zeal and fincesrity* lie communicated, and made th* 
bread «tfferhig > at St -Koch, his parifh church, on Chriftmas day ; and was 
conftituoed honorary Church Warden thereof, in jroom of the Due d* 
NtHiiUet % on which tecafibnhe made p prefenrxtf 500,000. liv. to com* 
plete the biding of that edifice* At this feafon his liberality to the 
drftrefled was boundlefs ; he diftributed another fum of 500,000 liv. a- 
mong the Englifli at St Germain en Laye % whofe penfions had been fup- 
prefled ; and having, fome time afterwards, ordered feveral veffels to be 
freighted with the fined fifh that could be procured, for fupplying the 
inhabitants of Paris during lent, it fo happened that owing torn long 
continuance of contrary winds, *hi 'firft^ihip did not arrive till Eafter 
Eve. He thereupon diftributed .gratuitouUy the whole cargo of the 
fleet among the Mendicant Eriqrs, anil nther poor communities He 
likewife bellowed vaft fums in alms, and <a^trihttted largely toJiofpitals 
and other charitable foundations, befides making many very valuable 
prefents to individuals *. 

The only obftacle to his advancement being /removed 1>y *bk cenver- 
fion, Mr Law was, on the 5th ot fan. 4.726, declared Comptroller Ge- 
neral of the Finances of France, by which tete«H»rittrBa»e t , what he 

•-B b * * ; * ■-•• } •'- : 5C> wa» 

f m f Mem. Reg. ii. 369. 
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*ras before in effed, Firft Minifter of State.. Thus the admiring world 
beheld ah obfcure foreigner, by the mere force of extraordinary genius 
^and abilities, rife in the^courfe of a few months from a private condition, 
tor the high flat ion of Prime Minifter of the politeft nation in Europe, 
which he governed , for fome time with almoft abfolute power. It muft 
be mentioned; to-his-honour, that he voluntarily gave up the whole perqui* 
fites as well as the falary, annexed to bis office ; and he was fo little ad? 
di&ed to.luxury and extravagance, as to take care that the moil regular 
order and ftrifteft propriety fliould be obferved in the management of 
his houfehold, while, < at the fame time, his drefs was remarked for its 
plainnefs and fimplicity* All ranks now vied with each other in paying 
court to the new Premier; the Academy of Sciences ele&ed him one of 
their honorary members ; and the followers of the mufes fpared no pains 
in culling the choiceft flowers of the gardens of Parnaffus to form wreaths 
for adorning his temples, fome fpecimens of Whiclx the reader will find 
in the fubjoined note f . It was now faid, that he was to be raifed to the 

peerage 

t IUufiriJ/tmo noblijpmoque D. 2). Law, incomparabilu ingtmi PTro, 

i Epigramma. 

Pallas inexhauftse pracellens lumine mentis 

Concilie in fuperum talia difta deeb't j 
Infuetum tentemua opus, jun&ique creemua 

Mortalem, ingenii qui fit imago mei. * 

Sefe operi accingunt fuperi, tandemqne crearunt * 

Mortalem optatum, Lawius ille fuit. 

De quodam ludi gtnere apud MiciiEpippos. 

• Luferunt luduntque etiam civefcjnej ducefque, 

Et plcbs, externis turbaque miffa plagis i 
Nemo perdiderat ; ditat fe quifque ; Deorom 

Talem quia ludum finxit, Apollo refer. 
Confultus, mora nulla fuit, reljpondit Apollo^ 

Mortalis finxit, non Dens illud opus* 

;*1 
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peerage by the title of Due de Tancarvitte^ and that the office of Grand 
Trcafurer was to be revived, and beftowed on him. At this period he 

had, 

t At cundos inter mortales fingerc ludum 

Talcm quia poterat ? — Lawius unus erat. 

Eidem illuflriflimo noblijjtmo Viro> Philofopborum PrincipL 

Invent! feccre Sophi fibi nomen ab arte ; 

Ha&enus at folum re fine nomen erat* 
Nummos mille modis augendi Lawius artem 

Invenit, bate veros ars facit una Sophos. 

_ Obtulit P. St Join, Poeta Regius* 

2). Domino Joanni Law viro Uluftriffitno, in Scotia Scotorumque laudem, Ekgia. 

Quas tibi pro raeritis cantabo carmine laudes, 

Scotia ! quae potero dicere digna tui ? 
Scot us dat Gailis normam, legefque perennes, 

Et regem et regnum captat amore fuo. 
Si quis et in populo miretur talia difta, 

Ingeniumque tanti, ponderet ipfe viri, 
Divitias altas cunftis e finibus orbis 

Attrahit, et Martis non timet ille manum. 
Quas divifa alii faciunt per fascula multa, 

Ille fuo ingenio, vel meliora facit ; 
Ferrsea fascia abeunt, veniunt en aurea nobis ! 

Flumina nunc la&is, flumina mellis eunt. 
Quifquis dives erit, nemo eft jam pauper in urbe, 

Argenti pondus fluminis inftar abit. 
Tot veniunt Angli, Satavi, gentifque fuperbas, 

Ut credas ullas vix habitare domos. 
Masaarin, Colbert 9 * Louvois, cunftiqne miniftri, 

Non Scotum poterat aequiparare virum. 
Omnia confilia Sunt base legis et arte 

Confilium legis, Regis, et Urbis idem- 
Si numerare licet quas Scotos fecit ab annis, 

Humaai generis vix ea &ft» putes. 

. Aedpt 
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had, without any foilicitation on his part, a pardon Cent him from Eng. 
land for the murder of Mr Wilfon ; his native city of, Edinburgh, proud 
of having produced fo great a man, tranfmitted to him the freedom 
thereof in a gold box of the value of L. 30c fterling * ; and he negoci- 
ated with Lord Londonderry for the purchase of Pitt 9 * fan&ous diamond, 
long the brighteft jewel in the French Crown t. 

A Britifh nobleman who at that time vifited Parity faid, in a public 
advertifement, that Mr Law appeared a Minifter far above all the paft 
age had known, the prcfent could conceive, or the future could be- 
lieve ; that he had eftablilhed public credit in a country that was be- 
come a proverb for the breach of it ; and that be had ihewo the French 
people that Lovu XIV. was not able, with his unlimited authority, to 
take more away from, than he had reftored to, them J. 

During thefe important tranfadions, and for fome years preceding, 
the place of Ambaflador from England to the Court of Paris was filled 
by the Earl of Stair, a nobleman as mnchdiftinguifhed for courage and 
conduit in the field as for ability in the cabinet. Several of his let* 

ters 

Accipe Loudoici, quels tu cumularis honbres j 

Accipe, funt animi munera digna tui. 
Perge, age, velivolum due puppim in altum > 

Et faveant coeptis profpera fata tuts. 
Artis cultores, cumfis qui diligtfc^ttnfces, 
Sis mihi confilium, prseudiuffKjue rogfc. 

iHd oMerTOfctHEmiB 
Burry. 
A (biking likenefs of Mr Law k*b\g engmfed in a vctj elfipettfive manner, the fol- 
lowing infeription was put beneath. 

Principe fub re&o Gallorutn fceplrfe tenente, 
Publica nunc redle Quseftor kk «ra *egit : 
^Eraque tra&andi fumma perfeftus in ttrtfc 

Et Regem et populum divitem «rtr«Hjue faclt. 
* In the diploma, which is dated «t iEJitib*rgh 5th jfag. T?«h tkcietlUed the 
Right Hon. John Law, Lord and Earl of VartcarvB/*, ]$kdrito'Oefleid«fche Roy- 
ftl'B&hk and India Company of the kingdom of France. 

+ Mem. Reg. ii. 358. Fragm. ii. 292. Richelieu iii. 27. Duclos ii. 134. 
Salmon's Chronology, ii. 101. 
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tcrs to Mr Craggs, the then Secretary of State, are publifbed in the Hard- 
wieke CoUedion of State Papers ; and the following extracts from them 
will (hew in what a formidable light his Lord (hip viewed the power and 
abilities of his countryman, with whom, it would appear, he was on very 
indifferent terms. 

" You muft henceforth look upon Mr Law as the firft Minifter, whofe 
11 daily difcourfe is that he will raife France to a much greater height 
44 than ever (he was, upon the ruin of England and Holland. You may 
44 eafily imagine I (hall not be a Minifter for his purpofe. He is very 
" much difpleafed with me already, becaufe 1 did not flatter his vanity by 
" putting into the Miffifippi. 1 did not think it became the King's Am- . 
44 baflador to give countenance to fuch a thing, or an example to 9 1 hers to 
" withdraw their effefts from England, to put them into the (locks here f 
" which would have been readily followed by many. 1 have been in 
44 the wrong to myfelf to the value of thirty or forty thoufand pounds, 
44 which I could eafily have gained, if 1 had put myfelf, 3s others did, 
44 into Mr Law's hands ; but 1 thought it my duty, confiding my fta- 

14 tipn, not to do fo -j-." " 1 come now to take notice of one thing' 

" to you, which, in my opinion is very much to be minded, and that is 
44 the fpirit, behaviour and dacourfe or the man, whom from henceforth 
K you muft look upon as the firft Minifter, and that is Mr Law. lie, in 
44 all his diibouife, pretends he will fet France much higher than ever 
" (he was before, and put her in a condition to give the law to all Eu- 
44 ropes that he can ruin the trade and credit of England and Holland 
44 whenever he pleafes; that he can break our Bank whenever he has a 
44 mind, and our Eaft India Company. He faid publicly the other day 
44 at his own table, when Lord Londonderry was prefent, that there was 
14 but one great kingdom in Europe, and one great town, and that was 
44 France and Paris. He told Pitt that he would bring down our Eaft 

44 India 

• ift'&r/. 1 7 19. 
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44 India flock, and entered into articles with him to fell him at twelve 
41 months hence, L 100,000 of ftock, at eleven per cent under the pre- 
41 fent current price. You may imagine what we have to apprehend 
44 from a man of this temper, who makes no fcruple to declare fuch 
44 views, and who will have all the power and all the credit at this 
44 Court*." 

41 My dear Craggs, take my word for it, Law's plan is formed to de- 
44 ftroy the King and his Government, and our nation ; and he will cer- 
44 tainly bring his Matter into it ; nor is there any other way to divert 
41 him from that defign, but by (hewing the Matter that it is dangerous 
44 for him to attack us. There is nothing but an appearance of ftrength 
44 and firmnefe on our fide, or the mifcarriage of Law's Syftem on this 
44 fide, can fave us from a war with France; and no perfonal credit that 
44 any body may flatter themfelves they may have with the Duke of 

44 Orleans will fignify any thing to divert itf." " I am afraid our 

44 people in England think too neglectfully of Mr Law's fchemes. I 
44 own to you, that as this kingdom is difpofed, there is great odds to be 
44 laid that it will mifcarry ; but it is not impoffible, far from it, that it 
44 may hold long enough to do us a great deal of mifchief. Another 
44 thing I dare be bold to fay, it cannot fucceed without undoing us j 
44 and if Mr Law can compafs our ruin, I think he is in a fair way to car- 
44 ry through his projeft in France ; I know Mr Law thinks fo too, and 
44 that being the cafe, we may be very fure he will do us all the mifchief 
44 in his power. You cannot think that power is fmall, confidering the 
44 abfolute, authority he has acquired over the Regent J." 

To counteract, as much as poffible, what he thus appears to have 
dreaded, Lord Stair thought it neceffary to endeavour to (hake Mr Law's 
credit with the Duke of Orleans, by making the latter jealous of his Mi- 

nifter's 

* 9th September 1 1 71 9. 
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ftifter's ambition, and apprehenfive of ruin from his proceedings. His 
Lordfhip reprefented that, by his vanity and ptefumption, the Comp- 
troller General was leading his Highnefs into great dangers and incon- 
Veniencies both at hottfe and abroad ; that by going too fall, and by tak- 
ing arbitrary meafures, he was in a way to ruin the Regent's credit with 
the nation, as well as to overturn the whole fyftem of the finances ; 
while, by his difcoutfe and his conduit, he was doing every thing that 
lay in his power to deftroy the good underftanding that fubfifted be- 
twixt his Royal Mafter and his Highnefs, and betwixt his Highnefs and the 
reft of his allies. He bade the Duke beware how he trufted the reins of 
his chariot to that Phaeton Law, as he would certainly overturn it ; and, 
in fhort, made ufe of every argument he could think of, as Well to preju- 
dice the Regent againft the Comptroller General, as to prevent the lat- 
ter from gaining an abfolute afcendency over his Highnefs's mind # . 

I fuppofe it will be no difficult matter to determine whether this con- 
dud of Lord Stair ; m trying to render the Regent fufpicious of a Miitf- 
fter who, whatever were his defigns againft Britain, he muft have been 
confcious, ferved his Prince with fidelity, was confident with the princi- 
ples of honour, however it might have been juftified on the fcore of 
political expediency. But all thefe machinations recoiled on the 
Ambaflador's head ; for the Britifh Miniftry beginning to entertain the 
moft ferious apprehenfions of danger from the power and abilities of the 
Comptroller General, and dreading that Lord Stair's meafures would 
have no other efieft than to irritate him the more againft England, de- 
termined to facrifice that nobleman to their fears. They accufed him 
of endeavouring to embroil England with France, in order to gratify his 
private pique againft Mr Law, to whom they now thought it neceflaiy 
to make all forts of advances, in hopes of making him lay afide bis ill 
will and ill defigns againft his native country ; and for this purpofe dif- 
patched no lefs a perfon than Earl Stanhope, one of the Secretaries of 

C c State, 

• Lord Stair's letters, pajfim+ 
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State, to Paris. Upon his Lordfhip's arrival, he thought fit to acknow- 
ledge Mr Law as firft Mini ft er, and affeded to confider him asf a much 
greater man than Cardinal Richelieu, or Cardinal Mazarine had been ; he 
alfo promifcd in name of his Court that his fon fhould get the command of 
a regiment ; and engaged to bring his brother-in-law, the Earl of Ban-* 
bury, into the Houfe of Lords. He moreover told the Regent, that the 
King was very well fatisfied with Mr Law, and did not, in any manner, 
complain of him ; that what Lord Stair had laid was without any autho- 
rity from his Court, and even contrary to orders ; and that, for fo doing, 
he fhould be recalled. This truly great nobleman being accordingly 
foon afterwards recalled in difgrace, was not employed in any civil or 
military capacity for more than twenty years, and during that time liv- 
ed at Newlijlan, in a mod frugal manner, having put his eftate into the 
hands of truftees, in order to pay off the debts contracted during this 
embafiy, one of the moil fplendid and magnificent on record, as Go- 
vernment refufed to difcharge them. The Comptroller General thus 
beheld thefe attempts to fhake his power ferve no other purpofe than 
to eftablifh it the more firmly, and triumphed over one of the ableft 
and mod deferving Minifters Britain ever fent abroad # . 

At this high pinnacle, idolized by the French, dreaded by the other 
European ftates, and courted by that kingdom who had pafled a fen- 
tence of outlawry upon him, we will leave Mr Law for a while, and go 
on with the hiftory of the Syftem. 

The credit of the Bank and of the India Company had arrived at its 
acme in Nov. 17 19, (hares of the latter felling for more than io,©oo liv. 
each ; and fuch was the abundance of money in the former, that the Di- 
rectors agreed to lend any fum on proper fecurity, at an annual interefi: 
of only two per cent. To increafe the good humour and confidence 
of the public, when the annualrent of the loan of 100 millions 
from the Company to the King was reduced one per cent, by 

which 

• Lord Stair** letters, pt$m* 



LAW OP LkVKlSTO*.' 20$ 

, his Majefty made a faving of one million of livres a year, the Re- 
gent, at the requeft of that body, abolifhed the taxes on oil, tallow and pa- 
per, amounting to I,o63,oooliv. annually, and he moreover remitted arrears 
of duties due to the King, to the extent of 52,178,546 liv. The Com- 
pany likewife, of their own accord, fupprefled the tax of 24 deniers in 
the livre on fifli, part of the genferal farms affigned to them, a tax that 
ufed to produce 200,000 liv, a year ; anions that could not fail to be 
very acceptable to the people, who became more than ever enamoured 
of the Syftem *. 

In the mtdft of this general delirium, however, a conftant drain of 
fpecie from the Bank was obfervable. This was occafioned by the con- 
dud of feveral of the original proprietors of the India Company, who, a- 
ftonilhed at their exorbitant gains, could think of nothing but convert- 
ing their fhares into gold and filver, which they either hoarded up, or 
remitted abroad ; infomuch that it was computed no lefs than 500 mil- 
lions of livres, the property of perfons of that defcription, had been fent 
out of France f . This circumftance, united to the prodigious quantity 

C c 2 of 

* Exatnen. i. 31 J. Hift. Syft. ii. 5. 

t Vernefobre de Laurieu, a Pruffian of mean origin, whom Mr Law had patroniz- 
ed, and appointed one of the cafhiers of the "Royal Bank, having found means to re- 
mit near 40 millions of livres to England, Holland, and Germany, duappeared at once, 
to the no (mall ccxtfternation of the India. Company* Returning to his native coun- 
try, his prodigious wealth occafioned him, although no better than an infamous rob- 
ber, to be received with open arms by perfons of the higheft diftin&ion in PruJJta % 
where he was advanced to the firft places in the financial department, and honoured 
-with the order of the Black Eagle. One M. Le Cevennois having gained feveral mil- 
lions by the firft operations of the fjftem, carried them into England, where he in- 
creafed his wealth by fpeculating in the South Sea funds. Bourdon and La Richar- 
diere, two famous ftockjobbers, remitted hundreds of thoufands of louis d* or to 
England, along with a great quantity of diamonds, and feveral cargoes of brandy, a 
commodity they had engrofled. One Vermalet 9 having gained more than a million 
of livres, converted them into fpecie, and carried the whole to Holland, in a cart 
loaded with hay and ftraw, driven by himfelf. — Hill. Syft. i. 175, 187. ii. 46. iv, 
3*> 4*- 
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of gold and filver made into plate for the rich Mijjijippiam> was the caufe 
that there fcarcely remained in the kingdom a fufficiency of fpecie for 
ordinary circulation. With the view of averting the danger with which 
thefe pradtices threatened the JSyftem, and alfo of guarding againft a run 
upon the Bank, which it was natural to apprehend would infallibly take 
place when the State Creditors were paid off, as it was now propofed to 
difcharge their demands, feveral edidls were iffued during the months of 
Jan. Feb. and March 1720. By thefe, payments in fpecie were reftrift- 
ed to fmall fums (fo low as 100 liv. in gold, and 10 liv. in filver,) the 
jlandard of the coin was kept in a continual (late of fluctuation ; bank 
notes were declared to remain always invariable, and even to be cur- 
jent at 5 (and in fome cafes 10) per cent above the fpecie; all rents, tax- 
.es, and cuftoms were ordered to be paid in notes ; and plate was prohi- 
bited to be made without the Royal licence. Thefe, and other fimilar 
edids now publifhed, ferved the double purpofe of increafing the pro- 
fits of the Mint to the India company, and throwing gold and filver out 
of circulation ; fo that it would appear, Mr Law now began to entertain 
jthe idea of abolifhing the ufe of fpecie altogether, efpecially fince per- 
miffion was given to every one to export coin and the metals of which 
it was made. But what crowned all was the famous editt of the 27th 
I Feb. 1720, prohibiting individuals, and fecular or religious communities, 
(fome privileged officers excepted) from having in their pofleflion more 
than 500 liv. ki fpecie, under pain of a heavy fine, and confifcation of 
the fums found ; an eii<a which could not fail to produce the moft dif- 
agreeable confequences upon the peace of families, rendering the near- 
£ft relations fufpicious of each other, and parents apprehenfive of their 
children turning informers. Several were convi&ed of, and punifhed 
for, contravening this edid, among others a Diredtor of the India Com- 
pany ; but it had in the main fo much effeft, as to occafion the people 
to run in crowds to the Bank, to exchange their fpecie for paper, and to 
think therafelves happy when they had accomplifhed that end. The 
sagernefs manifefted to get near the tellers for that purpofe induced 

one 
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tone to fay tofome of thefc importunate perfons. " Do not be afraid, gen-" 
" tlemen, that your money fliould be fafFered to remain on your bands, 
° I will engage that all fhall be taken from you." It was faid that a- 
bove 300 millions of livres were paid in coin into the Bank betwixt the 
37th Feb. and ill April 1720 ; a great fum, but yet little more than one 
fifth of the computed fpecie of the kingdom, for feveral individuals, who 
.could not be perfuaded that paper was of equal value to gold and filver, 
lioarded up, without intermiflion, all thefe precious metals they could 
procure, notwithftanding the penalties denounced by the before men* 
tioned edifl, which was followed by another of the 1 ith of March, for- 
bidding any payment whatever to be made in fpecie *. 

On the 23d of Feb. 1720, the Royal Bank was incorporated with the 

Company of the Indies, the King remaining guarantee of the Bank notes, 

of which none were, after that date, to be fabricated, except in virtue of 

edi&s of Council. His Majefty moreover gave up to the Company all 

the profits made by the Bank fince he had taken it into his hands in 

.Dec. 1718 ; and the public entertaining the idea that thefe profits were 

immenfe, this contributed to raife higher than ever the reputation of the 

India Company's opulence. For forae time previous and fubfequent to 

this incorporation, the fabrication of Bank notes went on at fo great a 

rate, that upwards of 2000 millions were ftruck off between the 29th 

Dec. 1 7 19 and the ift May 1720; and during this period, it appears 

that a final conclufion was put to the reimburfement of the National 

Creditors, by thefe notes, in confequence whereof the government fecu- 

rities granted to them were withdrawn and cancelled f . 

The refpeftable Author of the Inquiry into the Principles of Political 
Oeconomy fuppofes that it now was the intention of the Regent to dif- 
pofe of as many of the fhares he already pofleffed, and of thofe which the 
Company were bound to fell to his Royal Highnefs, (he afferts, at the 

rate 

* Stewart ii. 26$. Examen. i, 319. 344, Mem. Reg. ii. 300. 
t Examen, i. 340. 
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iate of 5000 liv. cach T ) as would retire the amount of the national debt 
already difcharged, and then to deftroy the Bank notes fo withdrawn. 
The whole public debts of France would confequently have been con* 
verted into fhares of the India Company,, who would have become re- 
fponfible to the refpe&ive proprietors for the dividend on the fhares 
thus difpofed of, and to the Regent for that on thofe which might 
have remained in his poflefliom If we fuppofe the price of fhares dur- 
ing fo great an operation not to have fallen below 10,000 liv. each, the- 
amount of the whole national dfebt would have been withdrawn by the 
fale of 200,000 fhares. In that cafe, the Regent would ft ill have 
200,000 fhares left in his hands; and the dividend on thefe, at 
200 liv* each, amounting to 40 millions, being dedu&ed from the 48 
millions payable annually by the King as the intcreft of the loan from 
the Company, leaves a remainder of 8 millions, all that his Majeffy would 
have to pay, inftead of 80 millions as at firfL This Aim of 8 millions 
might even have been altogether extinguifhed, if either the price of 
< feares or the quantum of dividend had mcreafed, or the rate of intcreft: 
been funk to a degree fufficient to anfwer that purpofe +. 

The aflertion that the Conftparty were bound ta fell the Regent 
300,000 aftions, at 5000 liv. each^ feems to be unfounded, no fuch a- 
gree merit appearing among the edicts of council f . It muft be allowed, 
however, thbt the above mentioned plan was both probable andfeafibk; 
fince by felling the fhares of the Company, and deftroying the paper re- 
ceived for them, no notes except fuch as had been iffued for value by 
the Bank, would have remained in circulation. The Bank confequent- 
ly having it in their power to anfwer all demands, their credit would have 
* been completely eftablifhed and confirmed. Whether the Regent en- 
tertained 

* Stewart , ii. 267. 

f It appears that in June 1720, the Company were in pofleffion of 300,000 ac- 
tions ; and that the Regent had ioo,opo fhares belonging to him. When the Bank 
."< was incorporated with the Company of the Indies, it was agreed by them to purchafe 

\ \ thefe 100,000 fhares at the rate of 9000 liv, each, payable by inftallments ; an agree- 

ment the fubfequent calamities prevented from being completed. Examen. i. 343. 



ZAW OF LAUR.ISTOW. 20/ 

tcrtained any fuch defign is, however, merely conjedural, for the time 
now approached with hafty ftrides, when the public credit 6f France* 
high as it had been raifed, was at once to give way, involve many in 
widely extended ruin, and crufh its accompliflied author, who certainly 
merited a better fate. The following fteps led to this flrange and un- 
expected event. 

The envy that generally is the attendant on perfons raifed to high of- 
fices of ftate, Mr Law could not fail to have the misfortune of experien- 
cing ; and in his cafe was heightened in a very inveterate degree, from 
the circumftance of his being a foreigner. He was hated by almofl: all 
the miniftry, and obnoxious to the old retainers of the Court. Cardinal 
Bu Bois in particular, formerly the Regent's tutor, a man not to be e- 
qualled in wicked nefs and profligacy, could not, without pain, obferve 
his wonted influence over the mind of his old pupil quite destroyed by 
the fuperior attra&ions of the Comptroller General, who, he had reafon 
to fufpcdt, was determined to have him difrniffed from his office. This 
made him attempt all methods to injure Mr Law in the opinion of the 
Regent, in which he wa6 joined by feverai of his colleagues ; while, at 
the fame time, the great men of ths Court, enriched beyond their ut- 
moft hopes, flackened in their zeal for, and turned cool towards tl>c in- 
tereft6 of, the Prime Minifter. The Farmers General, irritated by the 
lofs they fuftained by taking the great farms into their hands, combined 
againft Mr Law, and the Parliament of Paris % who reckoned that gen- 
tleman their moft bitter enemy, leagued themfelves with thefe rich and 
powerful financiers. The united efforts of fuch a number of antagonifts 
appear to have made a deep impreffion on the Regent, from the follow- 
ing paflages in a letter of Lord Stair, dated 12th March. 172a ". You 
" may depend upon it, that Law is mightily ffiaken in his mailer's good 
" opinion, who, within thefe few days pad, has ufed hira moft cruelly 
" to his face, and calling him all the names that can be thought of, 
44 knave and madman, &c. He told him he did no^ know what hindered 
A \ him to fend him to the Baftile, and that there was never one fent 

" thither 
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11 thither deferved it half fo well. This fcene happened in the prefetfee 
" of Le Blanc, (the Secretary at War.) The Duke of Orleans was upon 
" the cbaife percee when Law came in. The Duke was in fuch a paf- 
" lion that he ran to Law with his breeches about his heels, and made 
" him the compliment above mentioned *." It however appears by o- 
ther letters from his Lordfhip, of a later date, that Mr Law foon regain- 
ed a great fhare of the Regent's confidence, though his Highnefs could 
not erafe from his mind, the impreffion he had received from the reite- 
rated unfavourable reports made by his enemies. But an opportunity 
foon afterwards occurred, and was eagerly embraced by them, of engag- 
ing the Duke in a fcheme which completely ruined the great defigns of 
the Comptroller General, by putting an end to his plans of public cre- 
dit and national affluence j. 

It has been before mentioned, that at the firft of May 1720, Bank 
note9 had been fabricated to the amount of above 2600 millions of livres. 
The fpecie in the kingdom was eftimated, at the rate of 65 livres to the 
marc, at 1300 millions. Cardinal Du Bois, M. D'Argcnfon, and others 
of the Miniftry, now reprefented to the Regent that it was become abfo- 
lutely neceflary to form an equal proportion betwixt the notes and the 
coin, by either railing the denomination of the latter to 130 liv. the 

marc, 

* From the conclufion of this letter we learn, that the bares of his flation, the pref- 
fure of bufinefs, or the adulation fo lavifhly bellowed on him, or perhaps all thefe 
caufes, combined, had begun to affeft the Minifler's brain. " Law's head is fo heated, 
** that he does not fleep at nights, and has formal fits of frenzy. He gets out of bed 
" almoft every night, and runs, ftark flaring mad, about the room, making a terri- 
" ble noife, fometimes finging and dancing ; at other times, fwearing, flaring, and 
" flamping, quite out of himfelf. Some nights ago, his wife, who had come into 
" the room upon the noife he made, was forced to ring the bell for people to come 
4t to her afliftance. The officer of Law's guard was the firft that came, and found 
" Law in his fhirt, who had fet two chairs in the middle of the room, and was dan- 
" cing round them, quite out of his wits. This fcene the officer of the guard told 
" Le Blanc, from whom it came to me by a very fure conveyance."— —Hardwicte 
State Papers. 

f Majfillon^ 147. Richelieu, iii. 45, 
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marc, by which the 1300 millions of fpecie would have been augmented 
to 2600 millions ; or reducing the value of the notes one half, that 19, 
to 1300 millions. This extraordinary point was debated in council ; 
fome of the members, among whom was the Comptroller General, con- 
tended ftrenuoufly for letting matters ftand as they were ; or if it was 
judged neceflary to adopt one of the alternatives, they propofed to raife 
the denomination of the fpecie, ameafure that had frequently been prac- 
ticed before. The majority of the council, however, who bore no good 
will to Mr Law, favouring the propofition for lowering the value of the 
paper, it was at lad, after a profound deliberation, determined to iflue an 
edift for that purpofe *. 

Accordingly, on the 21ft of May 1720, an edidt was publifhed, dat- 
ing, that the King having judged that the general intereft of his fubjedte 
required that the price, or nominal value of the India Company's ac- 
tions y and of Bank notes, fhould be lefiened, for maintaining a juft pro- 
portion between them and the coin and other commodities of the 
kingdom ; his Majefty ordered that the (hares of the Company fhould 
be reduced, beginning from the day of the publication of the prefent 
edka, to 8000 liv. ; —on the; ift of Jtdy to 7500 liv. ; — on the tft otAug. 
to 7000 liv. ; — and fo on by 500 liv. a month till the ift of Dec. when 
they were to remain fixed at 5000 liv. That the Bank notes lhould al- 
fo be reduced, fo as they fhould be received in payments from that date 
at the following rates; vis. -thofe of 10,000 liv. for 8000 liv. thofe of 
1000 liv. for Boo, of i 00 for 8a> and of 10 for 8. That on the ift of 
July thefe notes fhould be further reduced, thofe of 10,000 liv. to 
7500 liv. and fo on at the rate of 500 liv. a month, the leflfer notes be- 
ing reduced in the like proportion, till the ill of Dec. when it was de- 
clared that the Bank notes fhould remain fixed, thofe of J 0,000 liv. at 

D d jjoofr 

* Stewart, ii. 268. 
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5000 liv. thofe of 1000 at 500, thofe of 100 at 50, and thofe of io at 5 
livres *• 

That this unjuftifiable and fatal ftep was taken in oppofition to the 
advice of the Comptroller General; is aflerted upon the authority of his 
nephew, M. Law de Lauriflon y who fays " On fe decida, malgre V avis 
" de M. Law, et fur fan rappoft cependdnU puisqu'U etoit Controleur Ge- 
44 neral des Finances , maispeu ecoute.de lancer I' arret, &c." Indeed, it 
feems hardly credible, that one fo intimately converfant in the princi- 
ples of public credit as Mr Law was, could approve of a proceeding dia- 
metrically oppofite to them. Several, who can not be fuppofed to 
be biafled by finifter motives, unite in declaring that the Comptroller 
General had no hand in the framing of that fatal edid, which they al- 
ledge was the work of M. D y Argenfon. The author of the Hiftory of 
the Syflem fays in dire& terms, that Mr Law ftrongly oppofed the iflu- 
ing of the edid, contending that the lead fympton of reduction would 
for ever put an end to all confidence and credit ; and fome go fo far as 
to maintain, on the authority of a letter from a Duke and P$er of France 
to an Englifh nobleman, that the other European States entertaining fe- 
rious apprehenfions that, in* the event of the Syftem's being attended 
with fuccefs, the confequent increafe of the power and wealth of France 
would prove prejudicial to their intereils, the Minifters of the Quadruple 
Alliance concerted the mode of occafioning the mifcarriage of that pro- 
jett, and fuggefted it to the enemies of Mr Law f. 

Be the caufe as it may, the edid was publifhed j and the confequences 
of this fhameful infradion of the Royal engagement, which folemnly 
promifed that whatever alterations fhould take place on the coin, the 

Bank 

* Hift. Syft, iii. 149. Recherches et Confiderations furies Finances de France, vi. 

33 6 - 

f Hift. Syft. ii. 196. iii. 146. Examen i. 360. Refl. Polit. i. 235. La fecret du 

fyfteme de M. Law devoiM, en deux lettres ecrites par un Due et Fair de France^ a 

un Milord Anghis. La Haye 1721, p. p 46. 
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Bank notes Cbould always remain invariable, and be paid in full, were 
fuch as might have been expe&ed. From that moment 

1 ■ Omnia fatis 

In pejus ruere, ac retro fublapfa refer ri f 
the whole paper fabric fell at once to the ground, the notes loft all cre- 
dit, none would meddle with them ; and the avenues of the Bank being 
blocked up by foldiers, there was no poflibility of getting near the tel? 
lers, fo that the day following, May 22d, any one might have ftarved 
with 100 millions in paper money in his pocket *. 

The confternation with which all ranks were (truck on the publica- 
tion of this fatal edi<5t being quickly converted into rage, it became ne~ 
ceflary to ftation a number of troops in different quarters of Paris, to 
bridle the fury of the mob, from whofe outrageous difpofition a fecond 
tragedy of St Bartholomew was dreaded. Diforder and confufion reign- 
ed every where, feditious and inflammatory libels were ported up and dis- 
tributed, and the life of the Regent himfelf was threatened; but that 
Prince, among whofe failings want of courage certainly never could be 
reckoned, difregarding thefe menaces, continued to give public audience 

every day in the Palais Royal \. 

D d 2 In 

* Stewart ii. 268* 

t In this feafon of calamity, the French, with their chara&eriflical levity, could 
not refrain from fporting with their own misfortunes in epigrams and other jeux 
d' efprit; the following are fele&ed from an infinity of productions of that nature, 
publiihed at that time. 

Lundi } 9 achetai des Aftions ; 

Mardi je gagnai des millions ; 

Mercredi j'arrangeai mon menage ; 

Jeudi je pris un equipage ; 

Vendredi je m'en fus au J>al ; 

Et Samedi a V H6pital. 
To the Abb£ (afterwards Cardinal) de Tenan, who had tlje principal hand in Mr 
Law's converfion, for which he was rewarded with the JBiihoprick of GrenoUc. 

Foin de ton zele feraphique 

Malheureux Abbe de Tencin ! 

Depuis que Laws eft catholique, 

Tout le royaume eft capuchin. 
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In this emergency, the Parliament of Paris called an extraordinary 
meeting to deliberate upon the fituation of affaire ; and the refult of this 
meeting was fending a deputation, compofed of their principal members, 
to the Regent, to demand the revocation of the edift of the 2 1 ft of May. 
Upon their reprefentation, this was accordingly done by another edidl 
dated May 27, eftabliftiing the paper at its former denomination. But 
all confidence being now gone, this editt had no other effetft than to in* 
creafe the mifchief, by throwing again into the channel of commerce 
notes univerfally difcredited, with which knavifh perfons paid and ruin- 
ed their lawful creditors *. To render matters worfe, payment was the 
fame day flopped at the Bank, commiflaries being fent to feal up the 
repofitories, and to examine the Accompt Books. This was done un- 
der] pretext of enquiring into frauds alleged to have been committed by 
the clerks, but in reality to prevent the fpecie from being paid away 
in exchange for notes ; and this procedure did not fail to increafe the 
diforder and confufion of affairs f. 

The diftrefs of the people may eafily be conceived to have been ex- 
treme, when it is confidered that at the time the Bank thus flopped 
payment, np lefs than 2,235,085,590 liv. of notes were in circulation {• 
It now became necefTary to iffue an edift, permitting all perfons to 
have in their poffeflion whatever fums in fpecie they thought proper, 
and a quantity of filver was fent to the CommifTaries of each fedtion of 
Paris v to give in change for fmall notes to thofe that had the moft pre£- 
fing occafion for fupply. On the 10th of June, the Bank was opened 

for 

• The prefident de Novion having Tome months preceding, fold an eftate to Mr 
Law for 400,000 liv. in gold, and having referred a right of redemption within a 
ftated period, his fon availing himfelf of that claufe, at this jonfture repaid the pur- 
chafer with notes. 

f Richelieu, iii. 28. Hift. Syft. ii. 91. iii. 259. Stewart , ii. 270. Mem. Reg. 

iii. 4* 

X The total amount of notes fabricated by this time was, as has been before ftat- 
ed, 2,696,400,000 liv. and of them 461,316,410 liv. remained on the 27th May in 
the Bank, which was alfo poffeffed of 336^011,050 liv. in fpecie. Strwart, ii. 271. 
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for the payment of notes of io liv; on the nth, it was announced that 
the notes of 100 liv. were to be changed there into fmall notes, only one 
to be brought by each perfon coming for that purpofe ; and the 12th 
and 13th were appointed for the payments of notes of 10 liv. This 
being the only place where fpecie could be procured, it is no won- 
der that the confluence of people there fhould be immenfe ; and accord* 
ingly, fcarcely a day pafled without fome being fuffocated or crufh- 
ed to death in the crowd. On the 9th of July f an incredible throng of 
people aflembled at the entrance of the Bank on the fide of the Maza- 
rin Gardens. The guards took care that a very fmall number fhould 
be admitted ; and the gate being immediately (hut, thofe on the out- 
fide began to be very clamorous, and to throw (tones at the door, and 
into the gardens, which was returned from within ; and one of the fol- 
diers firing his piece through the key hole, killed a coachman, and 
wounded a citizen in the (boulder. At laft the gate was opened; but 
the guards bring ranged in the infide with fixed bayonets, few chofe to 
venture within their reach, and thofe who did fo paid dear for their te- 
merity, feveral being wounded, and one run through the body. The 
17th ot July being appointed for the payment of notes of 100 liv. fo ex- 
traordinary a concourfe aflembled, and their ftruggles were fuch, that it 
is faid no lefs than 20 perfons were fuffocated ; this occasioned a dread- 
ful ferment among the Parifians, which was quelled with great difficul- 
ty, by the prudent condud of M. Le Blanc, Secretary at War •. 

It may well be fuppofed that the notes would be retired but very 
flowly in this manner ; therefore, in order to give vent to the deluge of 
paper that overwhelmed the nation, 25 millions of perpetual annuities, 
at the rate of 40 years purchafe, and 4 millions of annuities on 
lives, at 25 years purchafe, were conftituted in June 1720. In 
July following, Books of Accompts Current and Transfers, to the extent 

of 

* Examen ii. 25. Ricbdieu, iii. 220. Duclos ii. 3. Mem. Reg. fiii. 7. Stewart,. U. 

270* 
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of 600 millions, were opened at the Bank, and in 4ugujt, 8 millions more 
•f perpetual annuities, at the rate of 50 years purchafe, were iffued. By 
thefe methods, it was expefted that upwards of 2000 millions of notes 
would have been retired, and the notes fo retired were directed to be 
burnt ; but notwithftanding the eager defire of the people to get rid 
of their paper money, the unfavourable nature of the terms made feve- 
ral hefitate. It was therefore found neceffary on the 15th of Augujl to 
publilh an edidt declaring that the notes of io t ooo and 1000 liv. fhould 
have no currency, except for the purchafe of annuities and Bank Ac- 
compts, or for the fupplemental payments direded to be made on the 
actions ; and by a fubfequent edift, all payments whatever in note* 
were prohibited, after the iftof November 1720. The confequence was, 
that many having negleded the opportunities of funding their Bank 
notes within the limited time, in hopes they would again recover their 
credit, or that better terms might be obtained, great fums of thefe 
"notes were irreparably loft, remaining ufelefs at this day in the pof- 
feffion of individuals *• 

With regard to the fhares of the India Company ; it was by edi& of tHe3d 
of June 1 720, ordered that the 100,000 (hares belonging to the King, and 
300,000 that were in the Company's hands, Ihould be committed to the 
flames, and that 200,000 new (hares fhould be made, and given to thofe in- 
diyiduals who brought back their old (hares, they either making a fupple- 
mental payment of 3000 liv on each, or getting two new fhares in return 
for every three they brought back. The dividend on each (hare was. fix- 
ed 

* Stewart, ii. 271. — A remarkable proof of this occuried 6th Sep. 1790, fliordy 
after the Condiment Affembly of France had iffued ajfignats, which, it is almoft un- 
neceffary to mention, are notes fecured on landed property belonging to the public* 
A perfon was obferved in the gardens of the Thuilleries, with a crowd about him, 
examining fome papers. Thefe papers turned out to be a parcel of Law's Bank 
notes, amounting, to upwards of 100,000 liv. which, it was imagined, had been giv- 
en him by fome ariflocrate, to diftribute to the multitude, in order to prejudice them 
againft the ajjignats. This the man denied, affirming that they had been in his pof- 
fcfiion feveral years. 
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cd at 360 liv. and the privileges of the Company were at the fame time 
increafed and extended ; it being dated, that their affairs were in a 
flourifliing fituation, their books kept in exadl order, the produce of the 
farms augmented, and that 105 (hips with valuable cargoes, not reckon- 
ing a number of brigantines and frigates, had failed, or were on the point 
of failing, to their fettlements. Soon afterwards, 50,000 new (hares 
were ordered to be made, making in all 250,000 (hares ; and on the 
24th Oft. 1720, an edi<5t appeared, directing a lift of all the original pro- 
prietors of (hares of the India Company to be made out. Such as dill 
poffefled the full number for which they had fubfcribed, were ordered 
to bring them back, to remain in depofit with the Company ; and thofe 
who had fold either the whole or part of their (hares, were required to 
complete the number originally belonging to them, by purchafing from 
the Company, the (hares in which they were deficient, at the rate of 
13,500 liv. each*. 

This edift could not fail to occafion a confiderable degree of alarm a- 
morlg the old ftockjobbers, many of whom prepared immediately to leave 
France; fo that it was found neceflary on the 29th of 061. to prohibit, 
under pain of death, any perfon from departing out of the kingdom 
without exprefs permifliori from the Regent. Several were arretted on 
the frontiers, in Tranche Comte, and in the vicinity of Calais, having 
large fums in their pofleffion ; and the houfes of fome of the original 
proprietors being fearched, many difcoveries were made. In one lod- 
ging 20,000 louis d' or in fpecie were found concealed ; and jewels to 
the value of 2 millions having been difcovered in the houfe of M. Du 
Pin, fecretary to the King, he was fent to the Baftile, notwithftanding 
his proteftations that it ought not to be imputed a crime to have become 
rich by the methods eftabliftied by the Court. The Regent, Mr Law. 
and many of the mod confiderable proprietors of (hares, did not omit 
paying ready obedience to the edift, depofiting all the attions belong- 
ing 

* Mem. Reg. iii. 58, 
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ing to them in the office appointed for that purpofe ; and even, of their 
own accord, giving up to the Company a large proportion of what each 
poffeffed. Soon afterwards the Great Farms, the management and pro- 
fits of the Mint, and the adminiftration of the whole Royal Revenues* 
were taken out of the hands of the India Company, who thus became 
reduced to a mere trading body *. 

Thefe various operations concluded, the total amount of the public debts 
was found to extend, at the firft January 172 1, to 2,289,762,849 liv. be- 
fides 125,024 (hares of the India Company, valued by the proprietors 
at 899,638,855 liv. making altogether the vaft fum of 3,189,401,705 liv* 
The intereft of the former, at 2 and 2* per cent for perpetual annuities, 
and 4 percent for annuities on lives, amounted to 54,579,735 liv. while 
the dividend on the latter/ at the rate of 360 liv. each (hare, came to 
the fum of 45,008,640 liv. extending in whole to 99,588,375 liv. of an- 
nualrents f. 

The Miniftry finding it would be impoffible for the nation tofuftain, 
for any length of time, fo heavy a charge, refolved to eftablifli a Com- 
miffion, or Vifa % to take an account of the claims of the State Creditors j 
and this was accordingly doue, by edift of council dated 26th Jan. 1721, 
By this edid all perfons of that defcription were dire&ed to tranfmit to 
the Vifa two papers, one titled Bordereau, containing their name, qua* 
lity, and place of refidence, together with the date, number and amount 
of their claims on Government. In the fecond paper, or Declaration, 
were to be dated the titles by which they pofiefTed, and the fums refpeo 
tively paid for, thefe effeds. The Commiffioners were directed to ar- 
range into five clafies the proprietors of Government fee unties, and of 
lhares of the India Company. The four firft claffes were compofed of 
thofe who had acquired them by the money paid by the King when he 
difcharged the old creditors of the (late, by the (ale of heritable, and of 

moveable 

* Mem. Reg, iii. 66, 7a 
t Examenii. 143. 
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moveable property, and by the difpofal of merchandize or other effects, 
fefpedively ; while the laft clafs comprehended all who could give no fair 
or fatisfadory account of the origin of their acquifitions. Dedudions 
at different rates, proportioned to the favorable or unfavorable cir- 
cumftances attending the claims of the various public creditors, were 
ordered to be made from the demands of the four firft clafles, pro- 
vided they amounted to more than 500 liv ; for all claimants whofe de- 
mands did not exceed that fum, (no lefs than 251,590 in number) were 
di reded to be paid in full. The property belonging to the laft clafs 
was by the edid ordered to be totally annihilated, whatever the amount 
might be ; and this claufe occafioned many fhares of the India Company 
to fall fo low, that a&ions which had coft 13,500 liv. were now fold for 
a fingle louis d'or *. 

The Vifa appointed to fettle this complicated and difficult liquida* 
tion confifted of fifty boards, compofed of M afters of Requefts and Coun~ . 
fellors of the Great Council, who employed under them no lefs than 
800 clerks ; and in order to affift the Commiffioners in their operations, 
copies of all contrads for the transfer of property, entered into before 
notaries, betwixt ikjvly 1719 and 31ft Dec. 1720, were direded to be 
made out. The effeds carried to the Vtfa t by 511,009 individuals, a- 
mounted, as ftated by the proprietors, to 2,222,597,491 liv. in contrads 
for annuities on lives, perpetual annuities, &c. and this fum the Com- 
miffioners reduced to 2,676,501,831 liv. theintereft of which I compute 
at 48 millions a year, partly confifting in life annuities, and therefore 
continually diminifhing. The fhares of the India Company were in 
like manner reduced from 125,024, with a dividend of 360 liv. per an- 
num a piece, to only 55,316, (afterwards increased 1056,000,) each hav- 
ing a dividend of 100 liv. the firft, and 150 liv. every fubfequent, year, 
exclufive of their proportion of the profits of the trade. Thus, in con- 

E e fequence 

* Examen ii. x68. Mem. Reg. iii. 133. Hifh Syft. iv. 68. Hiitoire de Frana 
par Fantift, i. 345. 
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fequence of thefe arbitrary proceedings, the annual intereft payable by 
the King was diminifhed to about 56 millions of livres, by which his Ma- 
jefty was a gainer of upwards of 40 millions a year, and many of the 
public creditors were reduced to the utmoft mifery and diltrefs *. 

Such were the confequences of the fatal edidt of the 21ft of May, a 
piece of folly hardly to be equalled in the annals of any nation j and 
not eafy to be accounted for on any other fuppofition, than as a contriv- 
ance of the French Miniftry to free themfelves from a formidable rival, 
to accomplifli which objett they did not hefitate to bring the kingdom 
to the brink of deftruftion. But it is by no means fo eafy to account 
for the Regent's giving his confent to a decree that, befides being 
a fhameful breach of public faith, was an experiment full of danger, by 
which neither himfelf nor any other could poflibly be benefited. Had 

no 

* Examen ii. paffim. Mem. Reg. iii. 307. The expence of the Vifa, paid by Go- 
vernment, in purfuance of an edift of council, amounted to 9,045,874. liv. us 9d. 
The Sieur de Ta/houet, Mailer of Requefts, the Abbe Clement, and the Sieurs Daude 
and Gailly, four perfons employed in this bufinefs, being convi&ed of ftealing 946 
fiiares of the India Company, were condemned to fuffer death ; but the fentence of 
the two firfl was commuted to perpetual imprifonment, and the two laft were fent to 
the gallies for life. 

In my former publication on this fubjeft, trailing too implicidy to the authority 
of Sir James Stewart , whofe refearches into this bufinefs, during a long refidence in 
France, led me to imagine he had the beft opportunities of coming at the real ftate 
of the cafe, I mentioned that the National Debt amounted, at the conclufion of the 
Syflem, to 1,999,072,540 liv. But he only reckons as fuch the 100 millions due 
from the King to the India Company, and the balance of notes iflued by the Bank, 
after deduction of the paper and fpecie remaining therein, without taking any notice 
of the (hares of the Company in the hands of the public. I have therefore in dat- 
ing the proceedings and refult of the Vifa, followed M. Du Verney, who although 
ftrongly prejudiced againft Mr Law, explains the whole operations of the Syftem fo 
fully and clearly, and with fo much order and diftin&nefs, in his " Ex amen du livre 
44 intitule Reflexions Politique* fur les Finances et le Commerce" as to give very high 
ideas of his talents and knowledge of the fubjeft. It is, however, not a little remark- 
able, that he takes no notice of the fpecie remaining in the Bank when it flopped 
payment, extending, according to Sir James Stewart, to 336 millions of livres -, nor 
does it appear what became of the greatefl part of this large fum. 
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no fuch ftep been taken, and his Highnefs allowed the Syftem to go on 
in the way fuppofed to have been at firft intended, it is not unreafonable 
to imagine that, infatuated as the people were to acquire fhares cf the 
India Company, the fums paid to the national creditors would have been 
retired with the fale of lefs than 200,000, confequently the public would 
then have had about 400,000 fhares in their hands. The Company 
could in this cafe eafily have been able to make good their engagement 
to pay a dividend of 200 liv. on each of thefe fhares, as we have feen 
that, on a very moderate computation, they enjoyed an annual revenue 
of above 80 millions, adminiftered by themfelves, and capable of great 
increafe. By deflroying the notes fo retired, none would have remained 
in circulation except fuch as had been ifflied for value by the Bank, 
which would thus have been able to anfwer all demands made upon it. 
The Company being thereby relieved from every apprehenfion of fuf- 
fering by a run upon them, would have had leifure to direft their atten- 
tion to the improvement, by all poffible means, of the home revenue, the 
culture of the colonies, and the extenfion of their commerce. In this 
cafe, what might not have been expedted from the exertions of a body 
of men, poffefled of almoft unlimited credit, whofe funds were immenfe, 
who had in their hands the whole foreign trade and pofleffions, and all 
the public revenues of the kingdom, and who moreover enjoyed the de- 
clared protedtion of Government, and the implicit confidence of the 
people. 

I am aware that others entertain ideas very different from the above, 
afferting that the Syftem was a monftrous and impradticable monopoly ; 
but this opinion appears to have been taken up without fufficient 
grounds. All preceding attempts to eftablifh a flourifhing trade to the 
Indies had failed of fuccefs, from deficiency of funds in the parties con- 
cerned, fo that it was far from being an improper ftep to endeavour to 
fettle the commerce to thefe places on a folid and extenfive bafis, the 
more efpecially as the exclufive privilege of trading thereto was grant- 
ed to the Company only for a limited period. With regard to the tak- 
ing 
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ing the Great Farms out of the hands of the Farmers General, I fuppofe 
none will difpute the propriety of that transfer, when the enormous pro- 
fits made by thofe extravagant and luxurious financiers, and their un- 
warrantable exa&ions, are confidered ; while, on the other hand, the fu- 
perior advantage of afluming thefe Farms into the hands of a Company, 
in which no perfon that could command a moderate fum was excluded 
from holding a fhare, is evident. By confolidating into one channel e- 
very branch of the public revenue, all unneceflary charges of collection 
and management were avoided, and confequently the taxes would be levU 
ed, and their amounts remitted, at the cheapeft rate poffible. At lead it 
muft be acknowledged that the idea was truly great ; and Mr Law's be- 
ing able to carry matters to the length he did will appear aftonifhing 
indeed, when we confider what reception would in this country await a 
fimilar attempt to unite the Cuftoms, Excife, Stamps, Incidents, the Mint, 
every public and private Bank in Britain, the Eaft India and other pri- 
vileged trading Companies &c. into the hands of one great Aflbciation. 
The very low price at which the (hares of the India Company were o- 
riginally fixed muft, however, be allowed to have been a capital error, 
though perhaps in fome meafure neceflary to raife the billets d'etat from 
the difcredit they had fallen into. 

Ruinous as the immediate confequences of the downfall of the Syftem 
were to feveral individuals, it may, notwithftanding, be faid that this 
projedt was, upon the whole, rather beneficial than hurtful to France, 
as the kingdom prefently turned more induftrious and commercial, the 
people in general having become better informed with refpeft to the 
principles of trade and manufactures. The India Company ftill fub- 
fifting, in a fhort time equalled, and long continued to rival, thofe of 
London and Amjlerdam ; while different branches of manufacture, which 
had been eftablifhed by Mr Law, remained in a flouriftiing ftate. It 
cannot be denied that many of the old national creditors were com- 
pletely ruined by the Miflifippi % or at lead fuffered cruelly in their cir- 
cumftances ; and that feveral perfons had the fate of being raifed at 

once 
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once from the depths of poverty to the polTeflion of almoft boundleli 
wealth, an elevation that could not fail to fuperinduce extreme luxury 
and profligacy, at the fame time that numbers were thereby led to ne- 
gled their bufinefs, and to entertain vain imaginations of making for- 
tunes in the ftocks. Some inftances of thefe freaks of fortune have been 
already adduced, to which we may add that Madame de la Cbaumont % 
a phyfician's widow, who dealt in millinery at Namur, gained, as fotne 
fay, to the jextent of 60 millions, of livres ; the Sieur Andre made as. 
much; one M. de Verrue acquired 28 millions; Fargez, once a com- 
mon foldier in the garrifon at Maubeugc, made a fortune of 20 millions j 
and Meffrs. Le Blanc and De la Faye 18 millions of livres each, in the 
Miffifippi f. 

On the other hand, however, it may be mentioned that feveral repre~ 
fentatives of the moft antient and illuftrious families in the kingdom: 
were, by means of the profits they made during the continuance of the 
Syftem, reftored to their priftine glory and fplendor. Of this lad de- - 
fcription, the Due de Bourbon % was by far the moft fuccefsful ; and with 

his 

* Madame de id Chaumont having been detected in illicit practices againit the Re- 
venue, was drawn out of the fcrape by the exertions of one of the Contractors for 
fapplying the French army with provifions. This acceptable piece of fervice led her 
to fupport their intereft with fo much warmth; that fhe foon found herfelf engaged 
for them in the fum of 1,400,000 liv. advanced by herfelf and borrowed from her* 
relations and neighbours. Coming to Paris to follicit payment, fhe was forced to 
accept of that fum in billets d 9 etat, although they were then at 60 per cent difcount. 
Unwilling to return to Namur with lefs than would fatisfy her creditors, and re- 
folving to riik every thing to accomplifh that object, fhe laid out the whole in the 
purchafe of fhares of the India Company immediately on its inftitution, which hap- 
pened juft at that period, and confequently became enriched beyond her utmofl ex- 
pectations. Hift. Syft. ii. 94. 

t Hift. Syft. ii. 122. Majillon, 107. Mem. Reg. iii. 115. 

% The Due de Bourbon one day vaunting of the number of a&ions of the India 
Company belonging to him, Turmenies, the Royal Treafurer, his familiar friend,. 
took the liberty of faying, " My Lord, two actions performed by your brave ancef- 
u tor were worth them all ;" alluding to the gallant behaviour of the Prince of Con^ 
de in two engagements. Duclos ii. J 15. 
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his gains purchafed a vaft extent of landed property, rebuilt Chantilly 
with regal magnificence, eftablifhed a menagerie there incomparably 
better flocked than that belonging to his Majefty, and at one time im- 
ported from England^ at a prodigious expence, no lefs than 150 of the 
beft race horfes he could procure. The Due de la Force alfo was ex- 
ceedingly fortunate ; but having made purchafes of immenfe quanti- 
ties of goods and merchandizes, fuch as fpiceries, porcelain, &c. a long 
and curious procefs was inftituted, to determine whether he had not thus 
virtually become a merchant, and confequently forfeited all right to his 
peerage •• The Prince of Deux Pont s, the Dues de Guicbe, D' Antin, 
De Louvigni, D' Etrees, and the Prince De Roban, were eminently fa- 
vored by fortune ; and with thefe may be claffed Jofepb Gage, brother 
of the firft Vifcount Gage. This gentleman, (filled by the French wri- 
ters Monfieur Guaicbe,) profited fo prodigioufly that he offered three 
millions fterling to Augvjlus King of Poland to refign that crown in his fa- 
vour ; and on the refufal of that Monarch to accede to thefe terms, enter- 
ed into a negociation for the purchafe of the fovereignty pf the Ifland of 
Sardinia, but the treaty did not take effed ♦. 

The 

* A circumftantial account of this procefs may be feen in the Memoires de la 
Regence, iii. 82 — 105. Hiftoire de France par Fantin, i. 323 — 333. Hiftoire du 
Syfteme iv. 102. in which laft is a fatirical print, reprefenting the Duke in the chau- 
rafter of a porter loaded with a prodigious burden of all kinds of merchandize, and 
this punning inscription, Admire* la Force. A genealogical hifloiy of that Noble- 
man's family is inferted in the Diclionaire de Moreri, tfnder the word Force ; 
and in the perufal of that article one cannot but remark the uncommon longevity 
of feveral iadividuals thereof. James Nompar de Caumont, Due de la Force, Peer and 
Marechal of France, died in 1652, in the 97th year of his age, leaving two fons, Ar- 
mand Nompar de Caumont, Due de la Force, Peer and Marechal of France, who died 
16 Dec. 1675, aeta. 95, without furviving iffue; and, Henry Nompar de Caumont, 
Due de la Force, who died in Jan. 1678, teta. 95. This laft mentioned nobleman 
had feveral children, of whom Jaqueline died 10th May 1702, aeta. 91, Armand died 
1 6th May 1701, aeta. 86, and Charlotte died in the 8 2d year of her age. 

* Hift. Syft. i. 33, Voltaire iii. 12. Lodged Peerage of Ireland v. 220. Pope 

touches 
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The Syftem having attracted the attention of all Europe, imitations 
thereof were quickly attempted by other nations, particularly by Hol- 
land and England, among which the famous South Sea Bubble made the 
moft confpicuous figure ; but the comparifon betwixt this and the Mif- 
iifippi will not hold throughout, the former having been from the begin- 
ning an iniquitous defign to enrich a few at the expence of the multi- 
tude, by railing the flock through underhand meafures, and fufFering 
it to fall again when that end was anfwered. Mr Law's Syftem, on the 
contrary, appears to have been founded on a real intention to extend the 
commerce and improve the credit of the kingdom ; the price of its flock 
rofe in confequence of an infatuation that could fcarcely have been fore- 
feen, and it was overturned by an unexampled inflance of folly, by 
which none could have been benefited, and many were ruined. 

Having thus brought to a final conclufion the hiftory of this great 
affair, which, with more wit than truth, Voltaire ftiles " that aflonifh- 
41 ing game of chance, played by an unknown foreigner againfl a whole 
" nation," it is now time to return to its author, Mr Law. Appearing 
in the refponfible fituation of Comptroller General of the Finances, on 
the publication of the fatal edift of the 21ft May 1720, he could not 
fail to experience the principal fhare of the popular indignation, and 
indeed all the former idolatry of the Parifians for him wa* now converted 
into deteftation and abhorrence. To appeafe them in fome meafure, he 
on the 29th May went to the Palais Royal, to refign his office of Comp- 
troller into the hands of the Regent ; and his Highnefs appointed two 
Companies of the Swifs Guards commanded by M. De Buzenval to at- 
tend his motions, on the pretext of hindering him from leaving the king- 
dom, but in reality to protect him the more effe&ually from the fury of 

the populace. Thus all attempts in his life being guarded againfl, the 

people 

touches upon Mr Gage's offer in his Epiftle to Lord Bathurjl on the ufe of riches, 
v. 129. 

The crown of Poland, venal twice an age, 

To juft three millions Hinted modeft Gage. 
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people were conftrained to give vent to their indignation only in fati- 
rical prints, and in lampoons, in which jils aini de Satan, parpaillot, 
and the like names were unfparingly beftowed on him. The Due de 
Bourbon thereupon judged it advifeable to remove Lady Catherine Law 
agd her family to his feat of St Maur, fearing further outrages from the 
tumultuous difpofition of the Parifians, rendered frantic by their loffes 
and their poverty, to fuch a degree as to occafion many to lay violent 
hands upon themfelves *. 

Nothing remarkable happened to Mr Law till the 17th July, when 
the unfortunate affair at the Bank, where many were fqueezed to death 
in the crowd, excited fuch a ferment among the people, that they re- 
paired in vaft numbers to the Palais Royal, filling all the courts of that 
building, and bringing along with them three of the bodies of thofe 
who had loft their lives on this occafion. Mr Law was juft going to ftep 
into his carriage, after having had an audience of the Regent, but at the 
alarm returned into the Palais, and lay in the Marchionefs De Nancre's 
apartments, where he remained till the 25th July. As his coach was 
driving off, the coachman had the imprudence to fay, they were a par- 
cel of blackguards that deferred to be hanged; this enraged the people 
fo much that they broke the carriage in pieces, the driver hardly escap- 
ing with life, while feveral of the mob were much hurt in the tumult. 
They now began to be clamorous for Mr Law to be delivered up to 
them, but were appeafed by the prudent condud of M. Le Blanc, Se- 
cretary at War, who coming out to the gate, harangued the multitude in 
a firm tone, and calling fome of the mod forward, defired them to carry 
the dead bodies to the church of St Eujlacbe, promifing a good reward 
for that fervice. He then engaged to lay the complaints of the people 
before the Regent ; but told them that before this could be done, it was 
neceflary they Ihould difperfe, which advice the mob, perceiving their 
leaders gone, and obferving a ftrong party of troops ready to fall upon 

them, 

* Fmgm. ii. 289, Mem. Reg. iii. 5. 
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them, thought proper to follow, without doing further mifchief. The 
firft Prefident of the Parliament of Paris happening on that day to ftep 
out of the Aflembly, was at the door informed of the difafter that had be- 
fallen Mr Law's carriage ; a circumftance that gave him fo much joy, as 
to occafion his fcarapering back into the Court in a manner unbecoming 
the dignity of his ftation, crying out, ♦ 

Mejfieurs, Meffieurs, bonne nouvelle, 
Le carrojfe de Laws eft reduit en canaille. 

The Parliament having at this meeting refufed to regifter an edid of the 
King's Council confirming the commercial ^privileges of the India Com- 
pany, and having behaved in a refradtory manner on former occafions, 
it was determined to fend the members into exile, in order to get quit 
of the embarrafments their oppofitioa gave rife to. Accordingly the 
corps of' Moufquetaires, fupported by a detachment of no lefs than 4000 
foldiers, were, on the 21ft July 17&0, fent to conduct the whole mem- 
bers of the Parliament of Paris to PtMoy*, where they remained ia e> 
xile till the middle of December following *« 

On the 27th Aug. following, Mr Law was, by the Kmg in Councils 
appointed Diredor General of the Bank and of the India Company,, 
And Judge Reporter of the affairs of the Committee of Council eftabltfh** 
ed by edidt of the fame date. He now took up his conftant reGdence in 

F f tl^e 

* Fragm. ii. 185. Duclos, ii. 116. Richelieu, iii. 225. 

The oppofition of the Parliament to the Syftem was, it is faid, owing tp a propofat 
made by Mr Law to the Regent, of repaying in Bank notes the Aims paid by the 
members of that court for their places, which were in future to have been filled by 
perfons holding commiflions revocable at pleafure. This propofal having been di- 
vulged, the Parliament were fo much irritated, as to reiblve to fend a party to feize 
Mr Law, bring him before them, try him on the fpot, fentence him to death, and 
put that fentence into immediate execution in the court of the Palais Royal. S<x 
little, however, did rancour take place in Mr Zirci's difpofition, that he ever after 
faid they were the beft patriots he knew, for chufing rather to forfeit their patrimo- 
ny and to go into exile, than regifter an edifi they thought hurtful to their country, 
and inimical to the general principles of liberty. Duclos, i. 375. ii. 39, Richelieu 
iii. 41. 
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the Palais Royal, where he had affigned to him the apartments former- 
ly occupied by the Marquis d 9 Etdtnpes, the repairs of which coft the 
Regent 20,000 crowns. Still, however, the Parifians were fo much en- 
raged againft him, that their rancour burft out on every occafion ; and 
his very dame was fufficient td excite tumults, as appears from a circum* 
fiance that about this time occurred* One M.De Bfiurfel paffing in his 
carriage along the Rue St Antoine, had his way impeded by a hackney 
coachman., whom his Servants fell upon, and he got out to affift them. 
The man cunningly cried out " There k Mr Law who is going to mur- 
41 der me, fall tlpoft and kill him ;" a growd inftantly afiembled, and with 
fticks and (tones purfued De Btiarfel into the Jefuits church, as far as the 
altar ; near which observing & little door open, he efcaped through it, af- 
ter barring it behind him, into the kifide of the convent, but his equi- 
page fell a facrifice to the fury of the nlob f > 

From thi$, and feveral otfcfer iaftatice*, Mr Law could not but obferve 
how ftrongly the current of popular indignation *an againft him ; and 
as the month of December apptoaclied, his fituation became Hill more 
dangerous and alarming. The pkgue which then raged at MarfeiUes, 
at the fame time that it increased the •diftredit of the paper, and the 
ronfufion of affairs, augmented the number of hi* enemies, all the evils 
befalling the kingdom being abfurdly attributed to him. The Parlia- 
ment of Paris, whofe rancour againft him was confirmed and heighten- 
ed by exile, were to be recalled in a few -d^ys, and he could expett no 
mercy if once they got inm into their clutches; fo that he now began 
to entertain the moft ferfcms apprehenfions for his perfonal.fafety, 
more efpecially as the Regent had pofitively refufed to permit him to 
leave the kingdom. He however, follicited a licence to retire to one of 
his country feats, in hopes that Matters might thus 4>e more fpeedily 
compofed ; and this requeft being granted, he refigned all his offices. At 
his laft interview with the Due d' Orleans, it is reported that Mr Law 

faid, 

+ Fragm. li. 290. Examen. i. 334, Mem. Reg. iii. 36. 
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faid, " My Lord, I acknowledge that I have committed great faults ; I 
14 did fo becaufe I am but a man, and all men are liable to err ; but I 
u declare to your R. H that none of them proceeded from wickednefs 
" or knavery, and that nothing of that kind will be found in the whole 
" courfe of my conduit." The Regent aflared him of his regard and 
prote&ion ; and with thefe friendly affurances Mr Law quitted Paris, 
44 fo late his happy feat/ 9 and the theatre of his glory, but now the 
(bene of his dHgraee, on the loth Dec. 1720, retiring to Guermande, a 
fine houfe belonging to him, fix leagues from that capital. Two or 
three days after he had left Paris, the Due de Bourbon wrote him a 
kind letter, mentioning that the Regent had ordered paffporto, permitting 
him to leave the kingdom, to be expedited, and offering to fupply him 
with any Aim he required to defray his travelling expenses. This lad 
offer Mr Law refohred to decline, as a few day* preceding his departure 
from Paris, one of his clerks had brought him 800 louis d'or, received 
at the Mint, in payment of e siote for that fum, payable in coin, found 
among tiie papers belonging to hiak, in the pofieffion of the Treafurer of 
the Bank ; a mod acceptable and well-timed fupply, as he had not 
then in his houfe the value of ten piftoks in fpecie*. 

Immediately on receiving this letter, Mr Zowmade preparations for 
his journey ; and the next day Meffre. De Lajfay and De la Faye arrived 
at Guermande, wkh the paffports, and a large fum in gold from the Due 
de Bourbon, which Mr Law, for the reafons already dated, declined re- 
ceiving. The Duke alfo fent with them his favourite Madame de PnVs 
poft*chaife, the fenrants attending it having dark coloured furtouts over 
their liveries, in order to prevent difcovery. In this carriage Mr Law 
and bis fori fet forward to Bruffels, attended by four equerries and fix 
horfe guards belonging to the Duke, having relays provided at every 
ftage. The Governor of Valenciennes, (M. DfArgenJon, Intendant of 
MatAeuge) recognizing the fugitive, flopped him, on account o£ the 

F f a pafiport's 

* Fragm. ii. 296. Oeuvsqs de Law, 42$. 
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paflport's bearing a fi&itious name. He thereupon produced another 
paflport in his true name ; this augmented the perplexity of the gover- 
nor, who, however, infilled on detaining Mr Law; but the Ex Minifter 
producing a letter from the Regent to the Due de Bourbon, covering 
thefe different pafiports, and granting permiffion to himfelf to quit the 
kingdom, was allowed to proceed on his journey to BruJfeU. From 
thence he fent back Madame de Prie's carriage, with a very polite let- 
ter of thanks, inclofing a diamond of great value. Lady Catherine 
Law remaining at Paris under the protection of the Due de Vendome, 
did not leave France till (he had difcharged all the debts owing by her 
hufband to tfadefwen and the like, .among which was one of 10,000 liv. 
to a cook # , 

When the Council of State met on the 16th of December \ a warm al- 
tercation enfued between the Regent and the Due de Bourbon, on the 
fubjeft of Mr Law's departure from France. The Duke faid that Mr 
Law had always afted in «cadt conformity to the % orders of the Regent, 
otherwife be would not have granted permiffion for him to quit the 
kingdom. The Regent ace ufed the Duke of giving Mr Law the paff. 
ports; that is true, tmfwered the other, but then it was you that fent 
them to me $ I never would have afked for them, but you dire&ed me 
to carry them to him. You wifhed to have him out of France. I am 
willing to explain the whole affair to the King and Council. I never 
ltdvifed that Mr Law fhould leave the kingdom, but I oppofed the 
fending him to the Bafliie, and delivering him up to the Parliament ; We 
could not have faid or done any thing againft him which would not 
have recoiled upon our own heads. You gave me the pafiports without 
my afking for them, and charged me to carry them to him, confequent- 
]y none can attribute to me his departure from France. But, at lead, 
faid the Regent, did 1 fend your carriage or your guards to efcort him ? 
you were then much more interefted in his fafety than myfelf ; I per- 

, mitte4 

t Hift. Syft. iv. 85. Duclos ii. 134. Richelieu ii. 1.34. 
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rnitted him to leave the kingdom, merely becaufe I was apprehenfive 
that his prefence would impede the cure of the diforders affecting the 
ftate, and obftruit the new regulations adopted by government # . 

Very oppofite opinions were entertained as to the effedls the depar- 
ture of Mr Law would produce. Some complained that the nation was 
thereby deprived of the afliftance of the only perfon capable of unra- 
velling the entangled thread of affairs, reckoning that all was loft, and 
looking upon tbe retreat of Mr Law as a proof that no more good was 
expedted ; while others, on the contrary, rejoiced that the kingdom was 
no longer given up to the proje&s of a rapacious ftranger, which, 
they thought, would in time have occafioned its total ruin. The bafeft 
calumnies were fpread to irritate the people againft the Ex Minifies; it 
being commonly reported that feveral carriages loaded with fpecie had 
preceded him to Bruffhls, in order to enable him to conclude a purchafe 
of fome of the Provinces of the Low Countries. It was alfo pofitively af- 
firmed that he had lodged 20 millions fterlihg in the Bank of England, 
and large Aims in thofe of Amjlerdam % Rome, and Venice, reports that 
had not the fmallcft foundation in truth f. 

It appears that foon afterwards the whole of Mr Law's property, and 
that of his brother William, Diredor General of the India Company, 
(who was imprifoned in the Baftile,) were feized upon and confifcated. 
Even a government annuity of 200,000 liv. on the lives of Mr and La- 
dy Catherine Law, and their children, for which 5 millions of livres had 
been paid, was annulled ; although in the edift upon which the annui- 
ties had been conftituted, there was a particular claufe, by which the 
King engaged they fliould never be liable to be feized upon or attached 
for any caufe whatfoever, even on his Majefty's account. This was done 
•under pretext that the two brothers were owing twenty millions of livres 
to the India Company ; the falfehood of the* affertion was, however, 

manifefted 

* Richelieu iii. l^.Duclos, ii. 134. 
+ Mem. Reg. iii. 73, 74. 
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manifested in a Memorial fent to the Due de Bourbon fome time after- 
wards, proving that fo far from being debtors thereto, the balance was 
fome millions in their favour. Notwithitanding this fa& was clearly ef- 
tabliftied, they found all endeavours to procure reftiturion of their pro- 
perty unavailing, no part thereof being ever reftored to them ; a pro- 
ceeding irreconcHeable with all ideas of juftice and common honefty, 
and which can be accounted for only by referring to the arbitrary and 
defpotic nature of the French government, a government now become 
more arbitrary and defpotic than ever. In cairfequence;ahe Comptrol- 
ler General beheld himfelf; by the ignorance, obftinacy, and iojufticte of 
others, brought down from the height of power and wealth, to a com* 
paratively indigent and abjeft Urination ; exhibiting a fad, but not un- 
common, example of the infecurity of property, in a Hate where the 
wiH of the executive power is paramount to all law, as is remarkably the 
eafe at preftnt in France. 

The Idles fuftained, and the diftrefles endured by many individual^ 
in confluence -of the fitilare of ttoe Mfflippi JSyftem, and.thfe <Ulfra<aed 
fituation of affairs for a long period iubfequemt thereto, alfo contributed, 
in a .great degree, to irritate the minds of the people stgainft Mr Law. 
However innocent he might have been of having had any hand in ad- 
vifing that fatal edid, it was enough for the parties injured that he was 
the author of the Syftem ; and the Mmilftry were careful not to ^cou- 
rage thefe fewtuaenta, in hopes of divertiog the ftorm from their own 
heads. Tbefe prejudices, propagated from father to fen, are the occa- 
fion that e*en at prefent, numbers hold the name of Law in abhorrence, 
and do not fail to feize every opportunity to *e»t their fpite againft that 
great minifter, whom they look upon as the caufeof the -calamities their 
families endured* A xemarkable iaftance of this difpofitkua occurred 
when Burke's Reflexions upanihe Revolution were translated into French. 
The latter part of the following paflage in that work, " It is not true that 
" Law built folely on a fpeculation concerning the Miffififpi ; he added 
" the Eaft India trade, he added the African trade, he added the farms 

* of 
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" of all the farmed revenue of France j all thefe unquestionably could not 
" fupport the ftru&ure which the public enthufiafm, not be, chofie to 
44 build upon thefe bafes," being rendered, " Toutes ces chofes reunis 
44 n'etoient certainnement pas capable* de fupporte* la JlruSture enortne 
44 que P entoufiafme du public et luy propoferent d 9 eleverfur ces bqfes" 
a complete perverfion of the fenfe, which could not have arifen from 
ignorance, the tranflator (M. Suleau, who fell a facrifice to the fury of 
the mob at Paris on the 10th of Augujl 1792) being matter of both lan- 
guages. The Revolution, however, by promoting a fpirit of free inqui- 
ry, has in fome meafure removed the falfe notions entertained of the 
Syftem, to which the Conftituent Affembly of France gave a kind of in- 
direct approbation, .when they eftablifhed ajjignats, thefe notes being 
founded on principles fimilar to thofe propofed in the firft plan for the 
reftoration of credit, tranfmitted by Mr Law to the Regent. 

To the circumftance already ftated, as well as to the liberty generally 
taken with the unfortunate, is perhaps in a great meafure owing, that 
feveral of the French writers who have had occafioa to treat of the hif- 
tory of thefe times, have ufed the freedom of gro&ly calucaniatiqg the 
reputation, of this great man, ftigmaUtiag Mm as an unprincipled knave, 
and attributing the downfall of the Syftera to his machinations. As to 
the lad accufation, they either mull have had pofitive evidence, evidence 
of which in all my researches i have been yjwWc to find the fmalleft 
trace, of Mr Law's advifing the- publication of the fatal edkft by which 
all was ruined, or they mud have wilfully chofen to overlook his oppo- 
fition to that infamous decree, which I hope has been fufficiently efta- 
biifhed m the preceding narrative. With refped to the charge of kna- 
very, a very ftrong proof of the uprightneft of his intentions arifes from 
the circumftaace of veiling his whole aeqmfiiians in landed property in 
France, not remitting any pact thereof to foreign cottntsies V wbicfc 

, could 

* "Mr &ra> feat •ver orders to his agent in Scotland to purchase £* him the eftste 
of £rroI\n Ptrfbjbuv) 3>ttt us ke did «ot remit the purchafe money , thehargaiawai 
never completed. 
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could have been done with the utmoft facility, and obliging his imme- 
diate connexions, particularly his brother William, and his confidential 
Secretary Robert Neiljbn*, to follow the fame honourable line of condudh 
The amount of Mr Law's fortune at the conclusion of the Syftem, will- 
afford another refutation of the charge ; the following ftate of his acqui- 
fitions in France coming from the firft authority. 



Le Marquifat d'Effiat, (en Auvergne) 

La Terre de la Riviere - - 

Le Marquifat de Toucy - . - 

La Terre de la Marche - 

La Terre de Roifly 

La Terre d'Orcher 

Terre et Bois de Brean 

Marquifats de Charleville et Bacqueville. 

La Terre de Berville 

La Terre de Fontaine Rome 

La Terre de Servilfe 

La Terre dTviBe 

La Terre de Gerponville 

La Terre de Tancarville, (en Normandie) 

La Terre de Guermande 

Hotel Mazarin, et Emplacerhens Rue Vivienne 

Emplacemens Rue de Varenne , 

Emplacemens de la Place Louis le Grand - 

Partie du fief de la Grange Bateliere 

Marais on Chantiers du Fauxbourg St. Honore 

Maifons, furtout dans Paris 

Les Domains de Bourget 

Quelques petites, terres, comme Valancy, St. Suplice, &c, 



800,000 liv.. 

900,000 

160,000 

120,000 

650,000 

400,000 

160,000 

330,000 

200,000 

130,000 

r 1 0,000 

200,000- 

220,00a 

320,000 

160,000 

I r 2 00,000 
110,000 
250,000 
150,000 
l6o,O0O * 
700,000 
90,000 
350,000 

~ : " 4 * v "' 7,870,000 liv. 

Befides 

/ * This Robert Neil/on, (fon of WiOtam Neilfon, Provoft of Edinburgh in 1 719,) was 
bred a merchant in that city, hut going abroad,, become private fecretary to Mr Law, 
and one of the principal proprietors of the India Company of France. By the rapid 
rife of their ftock, he was at one time eftimated to be worth L. 150,000, and at this 
period commiffioned a friend in Scotland to purchafe for him the greateft landed e- 
fiate on fale in that kingdom* But having been prohibited from remitting any part 

o£ 
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Befides the above, it is faid that he acquired liJUbonne from the Mar- 
chionefe de Beuveron, at the price of 500,000 Iiv. as alfo Little Rambouillet 
for 1 80,000 liv. made oflejr of 1,700,000 liv. to the Due de Sully for the 
Marquifate of Rofny, purchafed the valuable library of the Abfc Bignon 
at the price of 180,000 liv. and bought, for 150,000 liv. the place of Se- 
cretaire du Roy, for the fake of the privileges of nobility attached to that 
office. But the making thefe purchafes was reckoned a piece of policy 
neceflary for the fupport of his own credit, and of that of the India Com- 
pany ; and fo ftrid a conne&bn fubfifted between thefe, that it was re- 
marked, on dzfpofing of part of his landed property, people began to 
fpeak in very dubious terms of his circumftances, and the price of (hares 
fufFered a depreffion. It will alfo be obferved that the aggregate a* 
mount of his purchafes did not exceed 10 millions of livres, a very mode- 
rate fum compared with the acquifitions made by feveral of the adven* 
turevs in the MiJJifippi, fome having realized upwards of 20 millions from 
nothing ; while Mr Law, the contriver of that projed, who brought 
with him into France above L. 110,000 fterling, who was at the head 
of afFaift, in the fecret of every operation, and difpofed of all things at 
his pleafure, did not make half that fum. His profits can eaftly be ac- 
counted for, when we confider the large fhare he had in that lucrative 
concern, the General Bank, and the rife in the price of aftions of the 
India Company, although it would appear that he difpofed of very few 
of the (hares he pofiefied therein, as when he left Paris, he had on their 

G g books 

of bis property out of France, he found himfelf involved in the ruin of his patron tad 
reduced to beggary. Inftead of abandoning himfelf to defpair, as many in a fimilar 
predicament would have done, he travelled into H»lla*d> and there attended to the art 
of bleaching linen. Returning to his native country a complete mailer of that art, 
he fettled at RoJlin y where he fct on foot the firft bleachficld eftabliihed in Scotland* 
At this place he rended many years, auiduoufly attending to his buiinefs, and main* 
taining a mod refpe&able character, after having firmly fuftained a change of fortune 
that the ftrongeft head could fcarcely have been able to ftand unmoved. 
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books no lefs than 4992 aft ions, which could ealily have been fold, when 
the Syftem was at its height, for upwards of 2 millions fterling *. 

It may, befides, be alked what profit Mr . Law could have poffibly 
made by the decree of redu&ion, fince he was then in poffeffion of as 
many, if not a greater number of, Bank notes and actions as any indivi- 
dual in the kingdom. If to thefe confiderations we add the adive part 
he took to prevent the alteration in the ftyle of the notes, and recoliecl 
that the whole operations of the Syftem were conducted publicly, the fa* 
brication of Bank notes, the creation of (hares, and every grant and a- 
lienation made to the India Company being done in virtue of public e- 
di&s, it appears nothing better than heaping cruelty upon injuftice to 
afperfe the charade r of Mr Law. The injuftice of this conduft is ag- 
gravated .by its ingratitude, fince if he had not been overruled by the 
Regent and his perfidious counfellors, and if the operations of the Syftem 
had been conducted agreeably to his advice, France was in a fair way 
of becoming one of the richeft and moll flourifhing dates in Europe. 
Whatever love he might once have felt for his native country, he had 
completely transferred his affe&ions to France; of which, when he was 
Prime Minifter, his conftant difcourfe was that he would raife the nation 
fo high that every kingdom in the world would fend Ambafladors to 
Paris % while his moft Chriftian Majefty would only difpatch couriers to 
the other courts in return f. 

. Mr 

* It would feem that Mr Law originally poffefled 16,500 /hares of the India Com- 
pany. Of thefe, he voluntarily gave up aooo to the Company in 0&. 1720 ; 3000 
-were depofited in fecurity of a debt of L. 96,000 fieri, due from him to the Earl of 
Londonderry, Governor Harrifon> and other gentlemen j and 500 were afligned for 
the liquidation of an unjuft claim againft him to be hereafter noticed. 

The deficiency of 8 {hares of the remaining 5000 appears to have been owing to 
the following circumftance. Soon after his elevation to the office of Comptroller 
General, he made his appearance in the Rue §>uinquempoix ; during the confufion oc- 
cafioned by the crowd preffing to fee him and crying out Vive le Roi et Monfeigneur 
Law, a lady had her pocket picked of near 100,000 liv. in notes. On hearing this 
lamentable ftory, Mr Law generoufly prefented her with fhares to the amount of 
what (he had loft. Mem. Reg. iii. 66. Hift. Syft. iii. 8. 

\ Lord Stair's Letters. 



LAW Ot LAURISTON. 235 

Mi Law arrived at Brujfels in the morning of the 22d Dec. 1720, pair- 
ing under the name of M. Du Jardin ; but as foon as it was known 
who he really was, General Wrangle the governor, the Marquis de Pan* 
callier, and feveral of the principal perfons in that city, went to pay 
their refpeds to him. He waited on the Marquis de Prie the fame af- 
ternoon at five o'clock, and afterwards accompanied Madame de PancaU 
Her to the theatre, where a vaft concourfe of people were affembled to 
behold fo extraordinary a chara&er. Next day, the 23d, the Marquis 
de Prie returning Mr Law's vifit in great ftate, brought him home in his 
coach, to a moft fumptuous entertainment, at which were prefent feve- 
ral perfons of the higheft quality. That evening Mr Law went again 
to the play, and after it was over, fupped with the Marquis D'Efquilla- 
cbe. On the 24th he dined a fecond time with the Marquis de Prie, to 
whom having notified his intention of leaving Brujfels the fame evening, 
that nobleman ordered pafiports to be got ready, and Mr Law accord- 
ingly fet out at nine at night, accompanied by his fon *. 

He came to Venice early in January 1721, (till paffing under the name 
of M. du JardiH, and continued in that city two months, partaking of 
all the pleafiires the Carnival afforded, and living on terms of intimacy 
with the Imperial and French Ambafiadors. The famous Cardinal Al- 
beroni coming there in February, had an interview with Mr Law; and 
it was reported that the Chevalier de St. George alfo arrived incognito, and 
had a conference with thefe Minifters in the Capuchin Monaftery. 
Whether this laft particular was true or not, cannot now be certainly 
Tcnown ; only it feems that at this period the Chevalier was not feen 
publicly at Rome for feveral days, and when he appeared again, looked 
fo well that little credit was given to the report that had been circulat- 
ed of his indifpofition. In the mean time, the moft extraordinary fto- 
ries were told of Mr Law, tending to imprefs people with an idea of his 
being poffeffed of immenfe wealth. It was faid that 160,000 piftoles 

G g % had 

* Hiftorical Regifter, ad arm. 1721, 
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had been lodged on his account in the Bank of the Holy Ghoft at Rome 
by fome perfons unknown ; that he had offered a vail Aim to be ad. 
mi t ted into the order of Venetian nobility ; that his fon was to be mar- 
ried to a daughter of the Due de Cefarini, who had a fortune of 100,000 
crowns ; and that be had drawn bills of exchange to the extent of 
250,000 piftoles *. 

While fuch reports were fpread, Mr Law found himfelf under the ne- 
cefiity, in order to fee u re himfelf againft the claims of pretended cre- 
ditors, of having bis name enrolled in the lift of Roman citizens, it be- 
ing one of the privileges of that body to be exempted from arrefts and 
other profecutions for debt, at the fuit of any other than a fellow 
burgher. Having taken this neceffary precaution, he left Venice on the 
15th of March for Ferrara, on his way to Rome* but receiving intel- 
ligence that fome of his creditors had affigned their debts to a Roman 
citizen, who had concerted meafures to have him arretted immediately 
on his arrival, he judged it advifeable to return to Venice. After fome 
flay there, he travelled through Bohemia *&&• Germany to Hanover \ 
where he bad the honour of an audience of Prince Frederick, and then 
proceeded to Copenhagen. During his reiiding at this place,, having re- 
ceived an invitation from the Britiih Minrftry to return to his native 
country, be embarked 6n board the Baltic fquadron, commanded by 
Sir John Norris> being accommodated in that Admiral's own flap. 
Landing at the Nore 20th Oil. 1721, he proceeded to London, was pre- 
fented to King George I. by Sir John, and took a houfe in Conduit 
Street, where he was daily vifited by numbers of perfons of the firft 
quality and diftindion f. 

The favourable manner in which Mr Law was received, occafioned no 
fmall umbrage to the antiminifterial party, and was judged of impor- 
tance fufficient to occupy the attention of Parliament. For when the 

Houfe 

* Hiftorical Regifter, ad an*. 1721, 
f Ibid. 
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Houfe of Lords met on the 26th 0#. Earl Coningjhj represented to that 
auguft Aflembly how dangerous it might be, on feveral accounts, to en- 
tertain and countenance fuch a man as Mr Law, and defired that a day 
might be appointed for taking this matter into consideration. Their 
Lordfhips having appointed the 9th Nov. for the difcuifion of this bufi- 
nefs, Earl Coningjby on that day refumed his argument, faying that r 
for his part, he could not but entertain great jealoUfy of a perfon who 
had done fo much mifchief in a neighbouring kingdom, and who, being: 
fo immenfely rich as he was reported to be, might do a great deal more 
hurt here, by tampering with many who were grown defperate by be- 
ing involved in the. calamity occasioned by the fatal imitation of his per-* 
nicious proje As ; that this perfon was the more dangerous,, in that he 
had renounced not only his natural affcftkm to his country* and his al- 
legiance to his lawful fovereign, by being naturalized in Trance, and 1 
openly countenancing the Pretender's friends; but, which was worft of 
all, and weighed moft with him, that he had alfo renounced his God by 
turning Roman Catholic ; concluding that their Lordfhips ought to en- 
quire whether Sir John Norris had orders to bring him over. To this- 
laft part of the EarPs fpeech, Lord Carteret anfwered, in fubftance, that 
Mr Law had many years ago the misfortune to kill a gentleman in a du- 
el ; but that, having at laft received the benefit of the King's clemency, 
and the. appeal lodged by the relations of the deceafed being taken off, 
he was come over to plead his Majefty's moft gracious pardon ; that 
there was no law to keep an Ehgliftunan out of his own country J and 
as Mr Law was a fubjedt of Great Britain, it was not even in the King's 
power to binder him from coming home, if he thought fit. To this. 
Lord Trevor replied, that Mr Law was indeed a fubjedt of Great Britain^ 
and therefore, as fuch, had an undoubted right to come into the king- 
dom ; but that the circumftance of a perfon of his chara&er being 
brought on board of an Englifh Admiral, and at this juntture, might 
deferve the confideration of the houfe. Earl Cowper fpokc much to 
the fame effeft ; but the matter was fuffcred to drop ; and Mr Law, on 

the 
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the 28th of November following, pleaded, at the bar of the King's 
Bench, his Majefty's pardon for the murder of Edward Wilfon Efq. in 
1694, being attended, on this occafion, by the Duke of Argyle^ the 
Earl o£Ilay, and feveral other friends # . 

After this, Mr Law continued to refide fome years in England. He 
had received intelligence of the confifcation of his whole property Ja 
France; but being confcious of the reftitude of his condu# in the ma- 
nagement of the finances, and that the balance would upon examina- 
tion, be found confiderttbly in his favour, he had good reafon to flatter 
hhnfelf with the hopes of recovering a large fum, efpecially as the Re- 
gent always profefied a more than ordinary regard for him, and conti- 
nued punctually to remit his official falary of 20,000 liv. per annum. 
He carried on a conftant correfpondence with that Prince, who at laft » 
came to acknowledge that he had no'doubt but the Syftem would have 
fucceeded, if unexpected events had not obliged him to deviate from 
the plan originally laid down. His R. H. manifested his approbation 
of Mr Law's condud, confefled that he ftill ftood in need of his inftruc- 
tions, requefted his opinion upon the then ilate of affairs, and concluded 
with faying, that his only "dependence for bringing France to its true va- 
lue was upon his abilities and knowledge. Under thefe irapreffions, the 
Regent had feveral, confutations with the council upon the propriety of 
recalling Mr Law, which he had fet his heart on doing ; and this would 
have been in all probability carried into execution, had not the fudden 
death of his Royal Highnefs, which happened on the 2d D$c. 1723, 
prevented it f. 

This event was a fatal blow to Mr Law's hopes. His expe&ations of 
recovering part at leaft of his property now became fainter and fainter, 
his penfion ceafed to be remitted, his embarraflments increafed, procefles 
were commenced agalnft him both in France and England, and he was 

threatened 

* Parliamentary Regifter, &c, 
t Mafitfon, 199. 
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threatened with imprifonment by fome of his creditors, from which 
however, he was relieved by two noble lords becoming his cautioners. 
His diftrefles are feelingly detailed in a letter to the Due de Bourbon % 
Prime Minifter of France after the deceafe of the Regent, dated at 
London 25th Aug. 1724. In it he fays that " there is fcarcely an ex- 
44 ample, perhaps not one inftance, of a ftranger like him who acquir- 
" ed in fo high a degree the confidence of the Prince, who made fo large 
44 fortune in fo upright a manner, and who, on leaving France, referv- 
" ed nothing for himfelf and family, not even what he had brought in- 
** to the kingdom with him." This letter was accompanied with a Me* 
mortal ftating his fituation previous to' being employed in the finances, 
his conduit during his adminiflratioi>, and his condition at the date of 
the epiftle # . 

Thefe papers were followed by a long Memorial, dated at London 
15th OEt. 1724* wherein Mr Law examines at length the demands made 
upon him by the India Company, and propofes a mode of liquidating, 
them. The demands upon him appear to have been as follows, 

1. Balance of a farmer accompt, comprehending the fum of 

2,521,000 liv. of fubferiptions for (hares, remitted by the liv. s. d~ 

Sieur BiUe to Mr Law to be paid in by his clerks 4,072,514 2 3 

2. lffued by edifts of the 23d May 1721, for the fupport of 
families brought from Germany ', and fent to Loui/iana by 

Mr Law - 450,00c o 

3. Tin and lead furniflied by the Company to Mr Law 32,639 17 o 

4. yaid by the Company in Genoese money, to M. de Cbavigny 275,1 84 17 4 

5. Bank notes delivered to Mr Law 29th Nov. and 15th Dec. 

1720. - - - 7>437>34* o o 

6. Receipt of one of the clerks of the Company in the de- 
partment of Primes \. 4,500,000 o 

7. Paid by the Company to Mr Law's correfpondents 3*468,694 16 o 

ao >*36,375 " 7 
Mr 

* Oeuvres de Law, 398. 

+ By Primes, or firft payments, are meant fums advanced upon engagements t* 
furnifli (hares of the India Company, at a fixed price, within a ftipulated period, as 
was commonly done by thofe who could not readily procure affions. The traffic in 

Primes 
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Mr Law readily acknowledges, that he ought to be held bound to pay 
the firft article in fhares, although he at the fame time obferves, that in 
the former account, therein referred to, there was dated the fum of 5 
millions of livres laid out in the purchafe of annuities upon his own life, 
and the lives of his wife and children, feized upon by the King, as for- 
merly noticed. The fecond article he does not difpute, fuppofing the 
fum in queftion to have been iflued for the fupport of fon&e hundreds of 
families brought, at his own expence, from Germany, in order to be fent 
to Louijiana to affift in the cultivation of that province, who were wait- 
ing for embarkation at Port LOrient, at the period of his difmiffion. 
The third article be alio allows, the tin and lead having been provided 
for the fervice of the Navy, %vA he having charged the amount among 
the fums advanced by him for his Majefty. The money paid to M. de 
Cbavigny he likewife allows j as alfo the fifth article, which, he fays, was 
employed, by fpecial order of the Regent, in purchafing, at a very high 
price, attions from perfons whofe cafes appeared uncommonly favoura- 
ble. As for the receipt of the clerk, the fubjed of the fixth article of 
the claim, be abfolutely denies that he is debtor to the Company on that 
head, and aflerts no demand could be more unjuft and ill founded, the 
receipt running in thefe terms : " I grant myfelf to have received from 
" my Lord the Comptroller General the fum of 4,500,000 liv. to ac- 
" compt of 10 millions of Primes, which I have delivered to him. Paris 
" 13th Feb. 1720," figned by the clerk. Now this receipt does not 
prove that Mr Law owed 4,500,000 liv. bearing only that he had paid 

that 

Primes increafed to fuch a height, that it was found neceflary to iffue an edict, dated 
nth Feb. 1710, prohibiting all bargains of that fort betwixt individuals, the Com- 
pany at the fame time^tb deliver, within a ftated period, fliares to thofe who applied 
for them, and paid down a certain proportion of the price by way of advance. 
Thefe fums, alfo called Primes, were by a fubfequent edict directed to be brought 
back to the. Company, the holders getting in return one fhare for each 9000 liv. of 
Primes fo brought back Did. de Moreri, au mot Actions. Hift. Syft. iii. 43. 



LAW OF LAURItTOH* 24 1 

that fum to accompt of 10 millions, fo that if he had not made a fecond 
payment, he would have been owing 5,500,000 liv. on that fcofe. The 
clerk did not pretend to fay that he had delivered the 10 millions of 
Primes to Mr Law, without obtaining, at the fame time, a receipt from 
him for that fura ; but no fuch receipt was produced. Mr Law there- 
fore fays that the fa& will be found to be precifely this, that on his pay- 
ing the balance of 5,500,000 liv. due from him for the Primes, he had 
given, along with it, the receipt of the clerk for 4,500,000 liv. Not- 
withftanding the injuftice of thus bringing him in debtor for the laft 
mentioned fum, upon the authority of a receipt which, fo far from 
proving that he was owing, bore on the face thereof, that he had paid 
it, Mr Law readily agreed that the Company might, if they pleafed, de- 
duct that fum from the amount of his fhares, as in owing 4 or 5 millions 
lefs to them his fituation would not be bettered, the property in their 
hands belonging to him, being double or treble the amount of their de- 
mands, and it was his wifli to get back only what he had brought with 
him into France. As to the feventh and laft article, he acknowledges 
that the Company was entitled to require payment thereof in fpecie 
from his brother William, but aflerts that the King was the real debtor 
for the fum in queftion, it having been employed, by orders of the Re- 
gent, in the payment of fubfidies. 

After Hating that, on the evening before he fet out for Guermande, 
he had remitted to Pomierde St. Leger, 2 millions in bank accompts, worth 
at that time 700 per cent, or 14 millions, in order to difcharge what he 
was owing to the India Company, but that Pomier had thought proper 
to difobey his dire&ions, he propofes the following mode of liquidating 
the before mentioned demands. 



*I h t. Bank 
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Kv. s. <h 
i. Bank Accompts. * 7>475/>40 4 7 

a. 5 co (hares, at 9000 liv. each, to difcharge the receipt in the de- 
partment of Primes, converted into {hares at the rate fixed hy 
edift of Council - - 4,500^000 o o 

3, Eflefts belonging to him in poftefEon of the King and India 

Company, as per particular lift - - 4,792,040 12 o 

4. Warrants on the Royal Treafury, for payment of the fubfi- 
dies and other articles advanced by Mr Law for the King's 

fervice - - 3,468^694 16 o 

20,236,375 " 7 

He therefore befeeches the Due de Bourbon, that his Highnefs would ber 
pleafedto expedite warrants from the King for the above 3,468,694 liv. 
16s. as alfo for 2,159,957 liv. 17s. 6d. owing by his Majefty on the fame 
account, propofing with this laft fum to difcharge the demands of his 
foreign correfpondents. After doing fo, he Hated that there would re- 
main due to him 5,389,906 liv, 3s. 9d. in efFe&s in the pofleflion of the 
King and India Company, befides 4492 aSliqns carried to the Vifa by 
the Sieur Nicolas ; and he left entirely tq the Duke to fettle thefe claims 
in whatever manner his Higlinefs thought proper, at the fame time hint- 
ing that his wifhes were limited to the recovery of the money he had 
brought with him into France in 17*4, amounting to 1,600,000 liv. at 
a8 liv. to the marc, or foroewhat more than JL 114,000 fterling *. 

In the conclufion, Mr Law mentions that he did not include in the 
ftate of his debts L. 96,000 fterling,. due from him to the Earl of London- 
derry, Governor Harrifon } . and others, fince 3000 fliares of the India 
Company were affigned for payment of that fum. He earneftly en- 

treated 

* At the death of Louis XIV. the ftandard of the filver cein being 28 liv. to the 
marc, each livre was worth I7id— The ftandard was frequendy altered during the 
Regency of the Due d' Orleans, and the fubfequent adminiftrations of Louis XV. be- 
ing fometimes rated at 80 liv. to the marc and under, or lefe than 6d each livre, a cir- 
cumftance which prevented me from being able to reduce, with any precifion^ the 
funis of French, money mentioned in this work to fterling* 
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treated the Duke to order thefe (hares to be fettled in fuch a manner as 
to liquidate the demands of thefe creditors, and to free him from his en* 
gagements to them ; but this reafonable requeft met with no attention 
from Government, although the {hares in queftion were, at the period of 
the affignation, valued at upwards of one million fterling. 

Some pafikges feleded from this memorial, will paint the fituation of 
Mr Law and his family in (hiking colours. " When I retired to Guer- 
** mande, I had no hopes that the Regent would have permitted me to 
" leave the kingdom ; I had giveji over all thoughts thereof, when your 
" Highnefs fent to inform me of his intention to accord that permiffion, 
" and the next day, immediately on receiving the paffports, I fet off* 
*• Coniider, my Lord, if, being in the country, removed from my papers, 
" and books, it was in my power to put in order affairs that required not 
" only leifure, but alfo my prefence in Paris, to arrange properly ; and 
" if it is not a piece of great injuftice for the India Company to wifh to 
44 take advantage of the condition to which I was reduced, and of the 
" difhoneft condudt of clerks, in requiring from me payment of fums I do 
" not in fad owe, and which, even though I had been owing, were, as I 
" have (hewn, expended for their fervice, and payable in aftions or 
41 notes, of which eflfe&s, belonging to me, they at that tiipe had, and 
" ftill hare, on their books to the amount of double or treble the fum 
" they demand. No, my Lord, I cannot bring myfelf to accufe the 
" Company of fo much as the intention to injure me. That Company 
u owes its birth to me. For them I have facrificed every thing, even my 
iC property and my credit, being now bankrupt not pnly in France, but 
. " alfo in all other countries. For them I have facrificed the interefts of 
" my children, whom I tenderly love, and who are deferring of all pay 
" affe&ion ; thefe children, courted by the moft confiderable families in 
*• France, are now deftitute of fortune and of eftablifhments. I had it 
" in my power to have fettled my daughter in marriage in the firft. 
u houfes of Italy, Germany ; and England; but I refufed all offers of 
4< that nature, thinking it inconfiftent with my. duty to, and my affec- 

H h % " tion 
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u tion.for, the ftate in whofe fervice 1 had the honour to be engaged. 
" I do not affume to myfelf any merit from this conduft, and I never io 
44 much as fpoke upon the fubjeft to the Regent; But I cannot help 
44 obferving, that this mode of behaviour is diametrically oppofite to the 
" idea my enemies wifh to imprefs of me ; and furely all Europe ought 
** to have a good opinion of my difintereftednefs, and of the condition 
44 to which I am reduced, fince I no longer receive any propofals of mar- 
44 riage for my children. 

" My Lord, I conducted myfelf with a ftill greater degree of delica- 
44 cy, for I took care not to have my fon or my daughter married even 
44 in France, although I had the moft fplendid and advantageous offers 
44 of that kind. I did not chufe that any part of my prote&ion fhould 
44 be owing to alliances, but that it fhould depend folely upon the in- 
44 trinfic merits of my projeft V* 

Every argument, however, that Mr Law could urge to procure re- 
ftitution was of no avail, the Company perfifting to demand payment in 
fpecie of the fums owing them, and refilling to allow him credit for the 
notes and actions in their hands belonging to him, while Government 
declined to account for his real and perfonal property in France, confis- 
cated and fold by them. He was therefore constrained to renounce all 
hopes of favour or juftice from that quarter. How he fettled his affairs 
in England I cannot find ; but it appears that he bid a final adieu to 
Britain about the year 1725, and fixed his refidence at Venice. The 
famous Prefident Montejquicu happening to pafs through that city fome 
time afterwards, did not omit to pay his refpedb to fo extraordinary a 
perfon, and frequently vifited Mr Law. One day, the converfation 
chancing to fall on the oppofition made by the Parliament of Paris ta 
the Syftem, Montcfquieu could not help afking how it happened that 

he 

* The prefent M. Law de Laurifton added to the other favours I had the pleafure 
of receiving from him, a complete copy of this memorial, which has never jtt ap- 
peared in print j fome detached fragments only are publifbed in the Oeuvru de J* 
JLaw, 8vo, Paris, 1790. 
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he had not endeavoured to gain over that body by bribery, as Sir Ro- 
bert IValpole had proceeded with refpe& to the Brhifh Senate, in an- 
fwer, Mr Law defired the Prefident to remark the wide difference be- 
twixt thefe two bodies ; L# Senat Angloir nefait conjijter la liberie qu r a 
/aire tout ce quil veut. Le Francois ne met la Jienne qu J a /aire tout ce 
qu'il doit. Ainji Vinteret peut engager Fun a vouhir ce qu y il ne doit pas 
/aire, il eji rare qtiil potte I* autre a /aire ce qu'il ne doit pas vouloir ♦. 

At Venice Mr Law concluded the checquered courfe of bis life, dy- 
ing there in a ftate but Iktle removed from indigence,, on the 21ft of 
March 1729, in the 58th year of his age ; and he lies buried in one of 
the churches of that city, where a monument to his memory is ftill *a 
be feen. The following epitaph appeared foon afterwards. 
Ci git cet Ecoflbis cclebre, 

Ce caJculateur fans egalt, 
J$>ue, par les regies de V Algebre, 
A mis la France a V hopital f . 
His external appearance, as has* been already mentioned) was un- 
commonly engaging, very few being reckoned his equal in perfonal gra* 
ces ; and his converfation, enlivened with wU, and feafoned with repar- 
tees, was no lefs attractive. Uniting* to thefe qualifications, diftin- 
guifhed politenefs, and the fweeteft and mod infinuating manners, h* 
hardly ever failed to conciliate the regard of all who knew him t* The 

Duchefs 

* Nouvelle Diftionaire Hiftorique, au mot Law. 

t Mercure <T Avril 1729, p. 814. Nouv. Diflr. Hift. ubi fupra.. 

% Law etoit d'un taille haute et bien proportioned il avoit Pair grand et preve- 
nant, le vifage ovale, le front elev£, lea yeux bien fendus > le regard doux, le nez a- 
quilin, et la bouche agreeable ; on peut, fans flatexie, le mettre au rang des homines 
les mieux faits. Son efprit repondoit a fon exterieur* Tout cela joint a fes manie- 
res douces et infinwantes, lui attiroit l'eftirae et la confidence de ceux qa\ l'approch~ 
oient. ■ » Hift. Syft. i. 69. 

Grand, bien fait, d'une figure agreeable et noble, de beaucoup d'efprit, d'une po- 
Hteffe diftingu£e» avec de la hauteur fans infolence. II y avoit cbez. lui plus, d'ordre 
et de proprete" que de luxe.*— Z)i«*/a^ ii. 134., 
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Duchefs Dowager of Orleans relates that, confide ring he was a foreign- 
er, he did not fpeak the French language ill ; and her Royal Highnefs 
highly commends his polite, yet fpirited behaviour, on coming firft into 
power, an inftance of which will be found in the fubjoined note *. 

The fuperiority. of his talents is beft evinced by the circumftance of 
his railing himfelf, by them alone, to the firft place in point of power 
and confequence, in 3 nation accuftomed to regard all foreigners, efpe- 
cially his countrymen, in a very inferior light. While the MiJJifippi 
Syftem, a project perfedly original in its nature, and admirable for the 
number, the variety, and the importance of the objefts it comprehend- 
ed, furnifhes a ftrong proof of the extent of his genius, the greatnefs of 
his views, and the aftonifhing fertility of his refources in the execution 
of his plans. 

To his moral chara&er, I am forry to fay no compliments can be 
paid. His uncommon perfonal endowments generally infured him fuc- 
cefs in affairs of gallantry, and to thefe unworthy purfuits he devoted 
too much of his time. Lock ban of Carnwatb relates, that, even before 
he left Scotland, he was " nicely expert in all manner of debauche- 
ries ;" and it is faid that he lived feveral years in a courfe of adultery 
with an Englifh Lady, whom he had perfuaded to elope from her huf- 
band, and to accompany him in his rambles abroad. The Due de Ri- 
chelieu fpeaks in very plain terms of the attachment the Duchefs 
Dowager of Orleans had for Mr Law f, and we have feen that he was 

by 

* M. Laws a eu une violent qiierelle avec ce fou De — qui vouloit lai forcer a 
faire une chofe expreffement defendu par mon fils. Scavez vous bien que je fuis, 
demanda t'il a Laws ? Oui, repondit celui ci, fans cela je ne vous refpefterois pas 
comme je fais. Vous devez done nVobeir, dit Pun. Je vous obeirai, dit Pautre, 
quand vous ferez "Regent.— Fragm. ii. 271. 

f La Ducheffe Douairierevivott publiquement avec Law.— Memoires de Richelieu 
ii. 180.— Zaw un des plus beaux hommes de fon terns, fe chargea de lui (la mere 
du Regent) faire la cour et de lui plaire ; et la Princefle fen accommoda ; car dans 
fon vieux age die avok encore k temperamment des jeunes demoifelles de vingt 
ans. ■— iii. 11. 
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by no means indifferent to the Countefsof Orkney \ the witty favourite 
of King William. 

Befides the works already mentioned, " Propofals and Reafons for 
" conftituting a Council of Trade," and " Money and Trade confider- 
" ed " each of which has gone through two editions, Mr Law published 
in France fome trafts upon Credit and Finance. Towards the end of 
1790, there appeared at Paris an o&avo volume, entitled, " Oeuvres de 
" J. Law Controleur General des Finances de France Jbus le Regent" 
This volume, publilhed by M. Senouer, formerly Captain of Engineers, 
a gentleman of uncommon abilities and knowledge, contains ill, Mr 
Law's claffical work, " Money and Trade confidered," tranflated into- 
French, ad, Two memorials, on the fubje& of Banks and Banking, 
prefented by Mr Law to the Regent. 3. Fifteen letters on the fame* 
fubjed, addrefled-to that Prince. And 4. A letter, with fome extrafts 
from a memorial, fent to the Due de Bourbon from London in 1724, for- 
merly noticed. This book, enriched by the intelligent editor with a 
preliminary dilcourfe, and illuftrated by valuable notes, is in high efti- 
mation in France, and has contributed not a little to remove the erro- 
neous opinions of the Syftem entertained in that country. 

Mr Law married Lady Catherine Knollys, third daughter of Nicholas*, 
third Earl of Banbury, (by his fecond wife Anne, youngeft daughter of 

William Lord Sberard.) By that Lady, who was married firft to Se- 

nor Efq. and who died about the year 1747, aeta. 76. Mr Law had one 
fon, John Law of Laurijlon, his fucceffor, and one daughter, Mary Ca- 
therine, a very accomplifhed lady, married 4th July 1734* to her firft 
coufin William, Vifcouni Wallingford, (eldeft fon of Charles fourth Earl 
of Banbury ,) Major of the firft troop of Horfe Guards. This young no- 
bleman reprefented the Borough of Banbury in two Parliaments ; and 
a patent was made out, to call him up to the houfe of Peers, by the ti- 
tle of Baron of Altborpe'm the County of Lincoln, (an eftate belonging 
. to him,) but it was prevented from taking effedt by his Lordfhip's fud* 
den death* 6th June 1740. Leaving ho iffue, his half brother, the 

Rev. 
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Rev. Charles Knollys became Vifcount Wallingford, and afterwards 
fifth Earl of Banbury on his father's deceafe 28th Aug. fame year. Lady 
Wallingford furviving her huflband more than half a century, died at her 
houfe in Park Street, Grofvenor Square, London, 14th Oft. 1790, being 
then about eighty years of age *. 

John Law of Laurijlon, only fon and heir of the Comptroller General, 
did not fail, during his father's exaltation, to have his full lhare of the 
univerfal adulation and courtfhip lavifhly beftowed on his family. He 
was frequently in the company of the young King, Louis XV. and had 
the honour of being named, along with fome young noblemen of the 
bigheft quality in the nation, to takea part withhis Majefty in a moftfuperb 
ballet, planned by the Marechal de Villeroi; but he was prevented from 
enjoying that honour by an attack of the mealies. Manifeiling a predilec- 
tion for a military life, Lord Stanhope, in hopes of gaining over his father, 
promifed him the command of a regiment in the Britifh fervice, aprothife 
that was never fulfilled. In May 1720, the Due de la Force being de- 
puted Ambaffador to London, in order to conclude feveral affairs of great 
importance with the Britifh miniftry, Mr Law refolved to accompany 
his Grace, and had a&ually taken his departure from Paris with the 
Duke's brother, and other young noblemen j but fome obftacles arifing, 
a courier was difpatched with orders for them to come back. After the 
downfall of the Syftem, he refided chiefly at Cbantilly and St Maur with 
the Due de Bourbon and in Dec. 1720, accompanied his father in his 
retreat from France, and fubfequent travels* He afterwards fettled with 
his mother at Utrecht and Brujfels, and died a Cornet in the Regiment 
,of the Prince of Najfau Friejland, of the fmall pox, at Maejlricbt in 
J 734, aged about 30, unmarried f, fo the eftate of Laurijlon, in virtue of 

a 

* Information from nomas fixth Earl of Banbury, (who died at Wincbefter 18th 
March 1793,) communicated by his fon William feventh and prefent Earl of Ban- 
bury. 

t Duclos ii. 73. Fragm. ii. 271, Lord Stair** Letters. Mem. Reg. ii. 401. In- 
formation 
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a fpecial entail executed by his grandmother, devolved upon his un- 
cle, 

William Law nf Laurifton, next furviving brother of the Comptroller 
General, who was born at Edinburgh 24th Oct. 1675, an( * bred to the 
profeffion of a goldfmith, or banker, in that city. He afterwards fettled 
in London, from whence he was called to France in 1719* to affift in the 
operations of the Miffifippi Syftem. On his arrival at Paris, he was pre- 
fented to the Regent by his brother, who had fo much candour as to 
mention, that it was he that had planned the proje&s which bid fair to 
be of fuch advantage to the kingdom. He was immediately conftituN 
ed Dire&or General of the India Company, and one of the Directors of 
the Royal Bank, and continued to execute thefe offices with great afli- 
duity, the department of foreign correfpondence being allotted to him, 
on account of the high eftimation in which he was held by ftrangers of 
all nations, till the downfall of the Syftem. Soon after this fatal event, 
and the confequent difgrace of his brother, his whole effe&s were feized 
upon and confifcated t all his books and papers carried off, and he him- 
felf committed prifoner to the Bqftile, where, and in the Conciergcrie, he 
remained fifteen months. The chief pretext of this long confinement 
was a debt of about 3,500,000 liv. advanced in fpecie to him by the In* 
dia Company ; but it was proved that he had employed that fum, by 
the exprefs orders of the Regent, in the payment of fubfidies to foreign 
princes. Notwithftanding this fad was clearly eftablifhed, no part of his 
great property was ever reftored ; and he continued to refide in Paris 9 
in a comparatively indigent ftate, till his death, which happened in the 

I i Scotch 

formation from the late Earl of? Banbury. His Lordfhip mentioned, that on Mr Law\ 
death, the widow St Paul oLParis made a demand upon Lady Catherine Law of the 
fum of 200,000 liv. due to her in confequence of fome tranfaftions during the Miffi- 
fippi fyftem : Her Ladyfhip refilling the claim, a procefs was inftituted to compel 
payment and feveral letters that p&flfed <m tbtf egcaio* between Ac then Duke of 
Portland and Lady Wallingford 9 are now in the poffeffion of the Earl of Ba*bury % 
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Scotch College in that city, in the year 1752,01 the 77th year of hi* 
age, and he lies buried in the chapel of that feminary *• 

He married Mifs Rebecca Dives y a lady of great beauty and accom- 
plishments, by whom he had four daughters, two of whom died unmar- 
ried, a third was married, firft to M. de la Cour t and after his death to 
M. le Comte de % Bermondet % and died in 1790, the fourth became the 
wife of M. de BoiJJhroles, Counfellar of the Chamber of Accompts and 
Finances at Montpellier ; they both had iffue. WiUiam Law of Laurif- 
ton had alfo two fons, John Law of Laurijlon, his heir, and James Fran- 
cis Law, who was born in 1724, and at the age of 1 7 embarked for the 
JCaft Indies, in the military fervice of the French India Company. In 
1747, being quartered at Pondicbery, he wa s detached by M. Dupleix 
with 100 Europeans and 300 Sepoys to defend the fortrefs of Arian- 
copang againft, and thus retard the progrefs of, the Britifh troops under 
Admiral Bofcawen approaching to the liege of the former place. Mr 
Law repulfed an attack of 700 of the prime of the Englifli army, who 
attempted to ftorm the. fortrefs, and obliged them to retreat with 150 of 
their men killed and wounded. He continued to hold out Ariancopang 
againft the whole force of Admiral Bofcawen for fome days, till a quan- 
tity of gunpowder accidentally blowing up, killed and difabled 100 of 
his men, whereupon he thought proper to retreat in good order to Pon- 
dicbery % the fiege of which was foon afterwards raifecL 

In 175 1, Mr Law had the command of the French troops fent to the 
affiftance of Cbundafabcb, Soubah of the fouthern provinces, and along 
with that prince beleaguered Tritcbinapoly in 1752; but upon the ap*. 
proach of Major Lawrence and Capt. Clivc, they were obliged, after aa 
unfuccefcful attempt to cut off an Englilh convoy, to retire on the 2d 
of April into the Ifland of Seringbam, formed by the Covert and Cole* 
roon rivers. Here they were inverted by Major Lawrence oh the fouth 

bank 

Mem. Reg. ii. 313. M* S. account of the family of Law of Laurifto*, in my 
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bank of the C avert, and Captain Clive on the north fide of the CoUroon, 
by whom all fuccours attempted to be fent to Mr Law being repulfed, 
and the endeavours he made to furprize the Englifh having failed, he 
was conftrained, for want of provifions, to furrender himfelf and hi* 
whole forces amounting to 800 Europeans and 2000 Sepoys, to Major 
Lawrence ift June 1751. 

Procuring his releafe not long afterwards, he was, in>the middle of 
July 17569 detached from Mafulipatam with a body of troops to the af- 
fiftance of M- Bujffy, whom he joined, after a difficult and dangerous 
march, wherein he was perpetually harrafled by the Mabratias, on the 
15th Aug. at Hyderabad* He was received by M. Buffy with the ac- 
knowledgements due to his peifeverance and valour ; and a peace was 
foon afterwards concluded with the enemy, who had no inclination to 
cope with the French, when they beheld the formidable fuccours 
brought by Mr Law. He continued with M. Buffi's army during 
1757 and 1758* foon rofe to the firft rank in the fervice, and was made 
one of the Knights of the order of St. Louis. He died in 1967, in the 
43d year of his age, at the Ifle of France, on his voyage to Pondicberj 
in quality of Commander in chief of the troops of the Eaft India Com* 
pany, leaving, by his wife Mifs Carvatbo of Madras, a lady of Portu- 
guese extra&ion, one fon, James Francis Law, born at Pondicbery in 
17581 an officer in the army, (who married in 1791, and has one fon,) 
alio three daughters, the eldeft is married to M. ,dc Bruno, the fecond is 
widow of Charles Smith Efq. formerly Governor of Madras, and the 
youngeft is the wife of Samuel Jobnfon, Efq. one of the Council of Ma» 
dross all thefe have iflue. 

John Law of Lanri/lon, the eldeft fon and heir, was bdrn on the 
15th of Oftobcr } 7 19, when his father and uncle were in the zenith of 
their glory. Upon the fhip wreck of their fortunes, his mother and her 
family being taken under the immediate prote&ion of the Duchefs of 
Bourbon, that lady fuperintended his education, and in 1742 procured 
him an appointment in the civil fervice of the Eaft India Company, On 

I i a this 
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fhis occafion, the Directors propofed in concfideratton of the merits of his 
.uncle, who had been the founder of that company, to fend him out at 
«nce in quality of Counsellor, although he had not attained the age re- 
quired by their ftatutes j but the Duchefs and his other friends judging 
that it would tend more to his improvement to pafs through the fubordU 
nate gradations, he was accordingly at firft employed as a writer. A£» 
ter fcrving fame years in that capacity, he became fixcceffirely Junior 
Merchant and Counfettor, and had the command of feveral fettfements 
in Bengal m > he was chief of Coffimbazar in that province in 1756, when 
the Nabob Sauradjot Boh fell fuddenly and unexpc&edly upon the En* 
glifh fa&orics. On this occafion Mr Law did not fail to render all the fer- 
vice in his power to feveral individuals and families of that nation, belong* 
ing to Cofihabazar, Dacca, and Calcutta* ; but his friendly exertion* in 
their favour were foon interrupted, intelligence of the waor betwixt Bri- 
tain and France arriving in India in December that year. Soon after* 
wards, the firkifli forces under Admiral Watfin and Colonel CUve conv 
ing to Bengal after reducing Gcriah, attacked and took in March 1757 
the £etticment <>{ Chandernagdr, the principal place belonging to the 
French in that province. Some officers and feldiers of that fonreft, how* 
ever, having made .their efcape, aad joked Mr Law zt Co$mb*zar, h? 
was induced, in confideration of the critical. fituation of again i to put 
himfelf at their head, the Nabob proroifing to f apply him with money 
for their maiotainance. This force was afterwards Uicreaied by two* 
fmall detachments from Fatna and Dacca. On the 16th of April, Mr 
Law received from Souradjol Dola orders to teatfe Gt>Jmba t *&r,*n& march 
to Boglipore % whether he accordingly proceeded with Ws troop* which 
confided of about 300 men* of whom 200, including 13 officers, were 

Europeans, 

* Mr /foAt*// mentions, that he and fiooae of thofe who furvived the horrors of the: 
Bladk hole of Calcutta,, on their paflage from thence to MuxadabaJ experienced eve- 
ty aft of humanity and kindnefs from Mr Lavs, who fcppHed them' with clothes* li- 
a«V provisions, liquors*, and left no mtaas uoattcmptedto procure their xekafc*,— — 
iWw/fs Traits* 271. 27a* 
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Europeans,' although he bad no move than 6000 rupees for their fup- 
pofft* He continued fome days m the neighbourhood of that place, 
in confequence of letters from the Nabob, who ordered him to be con* 
ftantly on the march without either advancing or retreating. This was- 
hy no means an eaty ta&, de&itutie as the troop was of money and necef* 
fairies; but Souratypt Doia, who to his other rices joined the moft fordid 
avarice, and wasy&efides (unrounded with traitors that wilhed for nothing 
njore than his ruin, would not for a long time afibrd Mr Law any pecuni- 
ary affiftanoe. He, Rowever, at laft, unwillingly &nt a fcanty fupply of 
about 20,00c rupees to Mr Law, ordering' him at the feme time to retire, 
with all fpeed't&'fbta*, wfeerc he arrived the beginning of June. Thefo 
orders were ifluetl'to coofequence of the Nabob's treacherous counfellor* 
fcggeftiag that it Utottld be an eafy matter to conclude a treaty with 
the .English, wh^the Frerrch were removed to a diftance. That effcd r 
bowt y*ir did* hot follow j and tbfr uftadvifed ftep tfScntradjot € Dola ift or- 
den^giMr Law to rtoiovtr fo fkt from hi* army, and thus depriving him- 
felf ^f the immediate advice and afllftance of fo intelligent an officer, oc* 
cafioned* in xbt opinion tf.Lotid Owe himfelf, the deftruftion'of that 
ptihce-.'-'L- ♦'•• 

> The Nabob, however, wasnpt long ift fetdi&g oiu: hii error r amPott 
the 11th of June dffpteched an expwfe to Mr Law\ withotikife for him 
to join his army, then encamped at Piajfiy, with- ait expedition. Colo- 
nel CRve, on receiving intelligence thereof, being appfebetffive that Mr 
Law's arrival would add ftreftgth to the Nabob's- force, and vigour to his 
councils, advifcd aft immediate attack upon the army before that June* 
tbn could take place. This counfel being followed, its fruit was the fa* 
moos battle of Pbjey fought on the 23d oijutie 1757, when Souradjot 
SDo/*** whole army was defeated,; and hiiaftJf taken and put to-deatbL 

Mr i Lan& did not teceive the NaboWs letter tilt tbe 22dof Jurte t 

ten days after the date ; its tranfmiflion, having been delayed by fome 

of the traitors in. theacray. He, however, jfroedtptabfr embarked -hi* 

fottthmfftotmbatteau* upon the Ganges, and rtruggltng agalhft a vkv 

1 " : * : -" "•' - "lent 
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faithful affociates. Mygobor and the Mabrattas removing from the. 
neighbourhood of IteWy, and Mr Zaw marching towards that capital, 
met on the fame road, at the diftance of 16 miles from theqce. Bot h 
parties encamped immediately ; Mr Law paid his rcfpeSs to the prince 
in his tent, all was foon fettled betwixt them, and the next day they be- 
gan to march towards Bengal, the former hoping by this powerful affif- 
tance to be able to re-eftablifh the interests of the French in that pro- 
vince. Hitelrao however was by no means in earneft in this affair, hia 
fole view being to obtain the money his general had demanded from the 
Vizir, and in effeft that minifter feeing him as it w^re, in pofleffion of 4* 
iygobor, foon came to zv\ accommodation with Ofkar Moltar, who obtain-* 
ed payment of the whole anears due to his army. During the negotia- 
tion, Mr Law and his detachment wefe kept continually in mbtfon, in 
name of the prince, but in fad to ferve the purpqfes of Hitelrao, whi> 
appropriated to himfelf the fpoUs of feveral forts and villages taken by 
the Trench troops* 

The terms of the accommodation being at laft fettled, Alygobor. ex- 
plained the whole to Mr Law, at the feme time mentioning that it bad 
become neceflary to put off the expedition into Bengal to fome future 
period. He requefted that Mr Law would keep clofe to him ; but this 
requeft the latter was under the necefiity of refufing, being apprehend 
five that if he complied therewith be would be too far removed from 
the fcenes of adtion, to co-operate with the reft of the. French troops in 
India. On this account he judged it his duty, to endeavour to effedluate 
a junction with M. Bujfy, who then commanded in the Decan. With 
this view, he proceeded the length of Galeor, where receiving order* 
from M. *De Iftyris, Governor fend Commander in chief of the Jfrebch 
fettkroentt, to remain in the vicinity, of Bengal, he refolved to paft 4h<* 
approaching rainy frafon at Cbaterpaur, a village in the province of AU 
lababad, and accordingly iarrived thers io Jupe 1758, Daring the wtt 
months, he . was not idle, employing his time in j*erfe£ing hi* deter- 
ment in their excrcifa, and in providing necefikries for his. men, . and 

ammunition 
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' ammunition for the field pieces, as was his conftant pra&ice at that 
feafon. 

After the rains were over, Mr Law continued to refide a while at 
Cbotcrpour, uncertain what courfe to take ; but at length he received, 
information of the arrival of M. de Lally t and a ftrong fquadron under 
the command of M. <TAcbe % on the coaft of Goromandel, and that they 
Were making preparations to befiege Madras. Communicating this 
intelligence to Alygobor, that Prince found means a fecond time to 
elude the vigilance of the Vizir, and repaired, with fuch troops as he 
could raife, to Mabmoud Couli Kban, Governor of Allahabad. Mr Law 
immediately prepared to join him ; but on his arrival at Benares was *iot 
a little furprized to find th?t Alygobor had proceeded to Patna without 
waiting for his detachment, and had moreover left orders for him to re- 
main where he was. This imprudent Hep was taken in confequence of 
the advice of Mabmoud Couli Kban, who having been, as was fuipefted, 
gained by the intrigues of Colonel Give, informed* Alygobor that if he 
marched into Bengal with his own troops alone, that province would in- 
ftantly fubmit. Trufting to this advice, he fent orders to Mr Law to 
remain zt^Benares^ and advancing towards Patna > (where at that time 
was not one European foldier or fepoy, the Englifh haying drawn all 
their forces to Calcutta, to be the better enabled to refill M. LallyJ the 
Governor amufed him with negociations, till he was informed that Colo* 
nel Ctive was on the march to relieve him, when he broke off the treaty, 
and bid the Prince defiance. Alygobor then perceiving the error he had 
fallen into, difpatched an exprefs with orders to Mr Law to join him in- 
ftantly. His detachment accordingly fet out and joined the army 4th 
April 1759; but the fiege of Patna (where the Prince loft a great num- 
ber of troops in feveral ill managed affaults) being then in part raifed, 
and Colonel dive with the Brkifii forces and thofe of Mird Jafer Ali Khan 
being at the diflaoce of only ten miles, a retreat was judged unavoida* 
ble. Alygobor** army however retreated in good order, the French de- 
tachment bringing up the rear. 

K k Mr 
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Mr Law feeing that nothing effedual could now be done where he 
was, refumed his intention of marching into the 7)ecan. This defign 
was however fruftrated by the intelligence he received of the capture of 
Mafulipatam *, which laid him under the neceffity of altering his courfe, 
and returning to his old quarters at Cboterpour, where hfc a fecond time 
puffed the rainy months. 

Alygohor refolving to make new efforts to recover Bengal out of the 
hands of the Britilh and their allies, re-entered that province in February 
1760, induced to take that ftep chiefly by the preffing invitations of the 
Rajahs, who had feveral proofs of the bad difpofition of the Nabob to- 
wards them. His army confided of above 50,000 men, almoft all caval- 
ry ; but he was badly provided with artillery, having none with him ex- 
cept the field pieces belonging to the detachment of Mr Law, who joined 
him in April, and was extremely ferviceable to his catrfe, particularly by , 
procuring intelligence from Bengal. They a fecond time undertook the 
fiege of Patna, but their artillery being too weak to make any impreffioft 
on that place, defended by Europeans- and fepoys well provided with 
arms and ammunition, they were again obliged to raife it, after lofing 
many men. Mr Law's detachment in particular loft 16 Europeans, ma- 
ny Sepoys, and feveral Mogul Cavaliers who had entered into the French 
fervice. After this repulfe, the army of Alyg obor over-run great part of 
the province of Babar f and by means of Mr Law's field pieces reduced 
feveral fmali forts, and made themfelves mailers of an extent of country 
fufficient for their fubfiftence* 

The Emperor Abmgbir Sani was at this time aflaffinated by two pre- 
tended faquirs employed by Gbaziouddin Khan, who gave orders for pro- 
claiming one of the young princes (whom he thought he could eafily 
manage) Emperor, under the name oiScbab Dejan. Afygobor, however, 
upon receiving intelligence of his father's death, was proclaimed by his 
army, and afiumed the name oi Scbab Aim. This could not fail to ope- 
rate 

, J By Colonel Fordc, 7th April, 1755*- 
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rate as an additional inducement to Mr Law to attach himfelf clofely to 
that Prince, the more efpecially as he was informed that Pondicbery wad . 
about to be befieged by the Britifh, and thence faw the importance of eii- 
deavouring to make a diverfion, in order to divide and weaken the troops 
of the latter. The mod faithful fervants of Scbab Alcm on this occafion 
received additional marks of that prince's favour, Soudja ol Dola being 
appointed Vizir, the Rajah Camgar Khan nominated Mir Bokcbys, or Ge- 
neraliffimo of the troops ; and Mr Law was raifed to the higheft digni- 
ties in his power to bellow, being created Nabob and Emir of the empire, 
and appointed Mir Atecbe, or Grand Matter of the Artillery. 

Still further to manifeft his regard for Mr Law, Scbab Alem made him 
a vifit of ceremony in his tent, which was reckoned a Angular mark of 
condefcenfion. He was alfo often invited to the Emperor's table, and 
frequently enjoyed- long. con verfations with that Prince, whofe fituation 
was at times truly alarming, on account of the mutinous difpofitions of 
his army. One day feveral foldiers having affembled about the royal 
tent with a menacing air, Mr Zaw's'detachment was called to the affiftance 
of Scbab Mem, and ferved for a long time as his body guard. So great 
was the Emperor's confidence in that party, that he could hardly think 
himfelf in fafety, except when the French were about him. 

Scbab Alem's affairs, however, foon began to wear a more promifing af- 
pedt. Colonel Clive had taken his departure for Europe, and the Nabob 
of Bengal tired of the tyranny of the Britifh, and liftening to the fuggef- 
tibns of his fon Miren, an enterprising young prince, who to great cou- 
rage and talents for war joined an invincible hatred of that nation, re- 
folved to efpoufe the caufe of the new Emperor, He accordingly enter- 
ed into a private treaty with Scbab Alem, and propofed to ftrike a hold 
ftroke in favour of that prince, whom he pcopofed fecretly to join ; but 
the projed. was betrayed to Mr Holwell, at that time ading as Governor 
of Calcutta, by Camgar Kban, Commander in chief of the Emperor's 
forces. K k 2 

This 
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This Intelligence could not fail to occafion great confternation among 
the Britifh, who forefaw the ruin of their power in Bengal, if the propo- 
sed junction fhould take place; and therefore they exerted themfelves to 
prevent it. The only methods of bringing about this end appeared to 
be the depofing of the Nabob, and railing to his place one who could be de- 
pended upon, or the endeavouring to gain over Scbab Alem to their intereft. 
This lad Mr Holwell thought could be accortiplifhed by offering to ac- 
count to him for the revenues of Bengal, to ad under his orders, and to 
affift him with Englifh troops, provided he would agree to deliver up Mr 
Law and his party. But this idea was given up, and Mr Holwell refoi- 
ved to try the other alternative, which was rendered prafticable by the 
treachery of CaJJim Ali Khan, fon in law of the Nabob, who found means 
to procure the affaflination of Miren. When this fed was perpetrated, 
the Britifh found no difficulty in depofing Mird Jnfer AHKban, and raif- 
ing Cajfim to his dignity. The new Nabob, eager to manifeft his grati- 
tude, raifed a large body of troops, and being joined by Major Carnac, 
inarched into Babar to oppofe Scbab Alem. As this army confifted of 
about 700 Europeans, 600c completely difciplined Sepoys, and 25,000 
well trained horfe, having their arrears regularly cleared, Mr Lawadvifei 
the Emperor to retreat, his forces, though almoft equal in number, being 
in general badly armed, ill mounted and paid, and without fubordina- 
tion. The traitor Camgar Kban however, in whom Scbab Alem placed 
great confidence, prevailed upon that Prince to wait the event, and the 
two armies accordingly met at Helfa, a village fome miles fouth of Patn* f 
on the 15th Jan. 1761. Orders being given for engaging, Camgar 
Kban, on the firft difchargc of tile artillery, qaitted the field, and involt- 
*d the whole Indian army in the rout* Mr Law, thus deferted, was 
obliged to retreat ; but wifliing to preferve his field pieces, Which had 
hitherto proved the fafeguard of his rroop, he could not, confiftently with 
this view, march through very difficult roads quickly enough to effe&uate 
his efcape. He was confeqoently foon overtaken and furrounded by 
the Britifh forces, and obliged to yield himfelf prifoner to Major Carnac. 
1 It 
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It is not a little remarkable, that Pondicbery capitulated the day Mr 
Law's detachment was taken 1200 miles from thence; confequently the 
French on one and the fame day experienced. two of the moft fevere 
blows they had received during the courfe of this war, fo unfortunate for 
their interefts in India. A few of Mr Law's men, however, made their 
efcape, and joined Scbab Alan ; but that Prince furrendered himfelf to 
the Britifh on the 4th Feb. following. 

In order to form a juft eftimate of Mr Law's exertions, from his quitting 
-Coffimbazar to his capture at Helfa, it is neceflary to obferve that he was 
•not bred to the military fervice, and that his party confifted of only 200 
Europeans colle&ed in a hurry from all quarters, often in want of mo- 
ney and credit, and confequently ill provided with neceffaries and am* 
munition. With this (mail force he traverfed a vaft extent of country 
far removed from any French fettleraent, frequently forcing his way 
through hoftile and oppofing nations, was able to engage feveral of the 
powers of India in his intereft, and occafioned many important diver- 
fions which divided and weakened the Britifh troops. Of all his expe- 
ditions, that which feemed the moft likely to be attended with fuccefs, 
*tes the incarfion lie made in company with Alygobor into Bengal in 
l 7S9i for if Madras, befieged fince the 14th Dec. 1758, had been tak- 
en in February following, as could fcarcely have failed to happen, if the 
commanders by land and at fea, QLally and D'Acbe) bad been on good 
lerms, the French propofed to have proceeded from thence to Bengal, 
'Where they would have arrived in courfe in March or April 1759. In 
that cafe, it would hardly have been poffible for the Britifh to have fent 
»any detachment from their army in that province, the troops there, be- 
ing fcarcely fufficient to make head again ft M. Lallfs forces alone ; and 
confequently Colonel Clhe oould not have marched into Babar to raife 
the fiege of Patna, and repulfe Alygobor, without leaving Bengal quite 
expofed. Thus hemmed in by Mr Law and Alygobor on one hand, 
'and by M. Lally on the other, the fituation of the Britifh would have be- 
come extremely, perilous, the more efpecklly as feveral Rajahs of Bengal 

were 
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were ready to efpoufe the caufe of the Mogul Prince, who was fo much 
attached to the French, as to have taken an oath on the Alcoran/ to 
fupport their intereft to the utmoft of his power. From the teftimony 
of the Britifh themfelves, it appears that Mr Law "by the alliances he 
formed, more than once occafioned the mod ferious apprehenflons to the 
Government of Bengal; fo we may be allowed to fuppofe that had he 
been at the head of a ftrong party of well difcipiined troops, regularly 
fupplied with money, it would have become almoft impoffible to refill 
his force, efpecially when his perfonal influence with Alygobor y his inti- 
mate knowledge of Indian politics, his intelligence, a&ivity, and cou- 
rage, are taken into the account. 

Mr Law returning into Europe on his parole in 1762, after twenty 
years abfence, found, on his arrival in France % that the King, entertaining 
a high fenfe of the important fervices he had rendered to the nation, 
had been pleafed, in April 1760, to nominate him Governor of Pondicbe- 
ry, and Commandant (under M. Lally, with refpeft to the military de- 
partment) of all the French fettlements in India, as alfo to raife him to 
the rank of Colonel, and to enroll him among the Knights of the order 
of St. Louis. After the peace of 1763 was concluded, Mr Law, in confe- 
quence of thefe appointments failed a fecond time for India, in quality 
of Commiffioner plenipotentiary for refuming poffeffion of the places 
ceded by the Engliih, Governor of Pondicbery, Commandant General of 
all the French fettlements in India, and Prefident of all the Councils, 
both fuperior and provincial, to be fixed there. He was afterwards ap- 
pointed Commiffioner plenipotentiary for examining into, and fettling, 
all differences that had arifen or were likely to arife betwixt the French 
and Engliih eftablifhments. In thefe various capacities, Mr Law go- 
verned the French poffeffions in India with high applaufe till the begin- 
ning of the year 1777, when he was relieved from his weighty charge; 
but the orders of the King laying him under the neceffity of remaining 
there, till he had given his fuccefibr (who never had been in that 
quarter) full information concerning the different provinces and go- 
vernments 
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vermnents of that immenfe country, he did not find himfelf at li- 
berty to leave it till the end of June 1778. He accordingly prepared 
to return to Europe j but intelligence of the commencement of hoftili- 
ties, being foon afterwards received in India, the Britifli troops at Ma- 
dras made difpofitions to attack Pondichery, and Mr Law refolved to 
wait the event. The fiege of that place was accordingly begun in Aum 
gufl 1778, and continued till the j8th 061. following, when it furrender- 
ed. Mr Law, ferving all that time as a volunteer, had the misfortune 
to be wounded, though in fo flight a manner as not to prevent his being 
deputed to adjuft the articles of capitulation with Sir He6lor Monro, 
Commander of the Britifli land forces ; thus putting the finilhing hand 
to his fplendid carreer in India by affiiming, for the fecond time, the 
ch^ra&er of a foldier, in which he had already been fo highly diftin- 
guiflied, and had rendered fuch effential fervices to the caufe of his 
country. 

The enfuing year; 1 779, Mr Law took his paflage for Europe; and as 
the Sartine, in which he embarked, was one of the cartel fhips, he 
flattered himfelf with the hope of being able to reach France without 
moleftation. In this, however, he was difappointed j for meeting a Bri-* 
tifh man of war of 64 guns, that veffel, without fpeaking a word, dif- 
charged a broadfide on the Sartine, which killed the captain and twelve 
failors and foldiers, wounded the like number, and fo much damaged 
the (hip, that flie was obliged, ready to fink, to- bear away for Cadiz. 
Proceeding from thence to Marfeilles, Mr Law arrived in France in 
June 1780, and on his arrival found that he had been raifed to the rank 
of Marechal de Camp on the ift of March preceding *. 

He 
1 

* The foregoing detail was taken chiefly from a M. S. communicated by Mr Law 
himfelf ; but as the modefty which ever accompanies real merit prevented that gen- 
tleman from enlarging on his important fervices, the defect was in fome meafure fup-^ 
plied by No. VI. of the Tableau de lajituation aftueUe des Anglais dans Us lades ori- 
entates, by the late noted M.BriJbt de Warville, one of themembers of the prefent Na- 
tional Convention of France, executed on the 31ft Q&< 1793. In drawing this up, JVL 

Bright 
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He married in 1755, Mifs Jean Carvalbo, a native of CAandernajor, 

daughter of a Portuguefe gentleman fettled at Calcutta, and by her had 

"ifliie, 

1. Jean, born 8th March 1757. married in 1777, to M. le Comte 

de la Fare Lopez, Captain of Cavalry, Baron of the Holy Roman Em- 
pire, and has iflue one fon and two daughters* 

1. Anne\ born 2d Dec.iy6i, died 2d Dec. 1762, 

3. John, born 31ft July, and died 19th Dec. 1765, 

4. John William Law of Laurijlon, born at Cbandernagor 8th Sep. 
1766, a Lieutenant of the French Navy, who inheriting the fpirit of en- 
terprize for which his family has uniformly been diftinguifhed, failed in 
June 1785 with the celebrated M. de la Peroufe, on an expedition 
round the world in the Bouffble and dftrolabe frigates. He has, in all 
probability, periftied with that unfortunate circumnavigator, of whom 
no intelligence has been received fince March 1788, when he left Bota- 
ny Bay, after having failed round Cape Horn, explored the coaft of Chili 
and California, vifited Nootka Sound, Kamtfchatka, and Manila^ and 
touched at the Sandwich and Friendly Iflands *. 

5. James Alexander \ born lit Feb. 1768, married to a daughter of 
M. le Due, Marecbal de Camp, Infpeftor General of the artillery, and has 
one fon named Augujhis. 

6. Charles Louis* 
J. Jofepb Charles. 

8. Francis John William. 

9. Louis George. 

Arms. 

JBriJfot was affifted by a journal kept by Mr Law ; and he has likewife inferted fevc- 
ral curious particulars concerning the manners and cuftoms of the Afiatics, commu- 
nicated by the fame gentleman.— See alfo HolwelPs India Traits, 55, 271, 272.-— 
Scrajion's Reflections on the Government of Indoftan, ill.— Entici's Hiflory of the 
late war, v» 216*— Minutes of the Seleft Committee, I77*t— Parker 1 * Evidences of 
of. our Tranfafiions in India, &c« 

* Philips' Voyage to Botany £ay r i4u 
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Ature, * Lion (allant Argent on t chief Or three mullets 
of the field. Creft, m demi lion rampant Argent, hold* 
ing in hit dexter paw a mullet, Or. Motto, Ififi D+> 
r frvflr; 
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Thomas Inglis, merchant 
in Edinburgh. 



Mot- 



Catharine, born ftSth Oft. l6xj, 
married, 6th Jan. 1640, to Wil- 
liam little of Libberton. 



Thomas, born 6th 
Dec. 1614, ob. 
▼hapatrts. 



6. 1 

James, born 1 6th 
Jan. 161 6, died 
an infant. 



Sir William Hamilton of Whttelaw, 
6. C. J. and Lord Tuftice Clerk, 
(ad hulband); married 30th Sep, 
1700, died f. p. 14th Dec 17P4. 



Adam Cockbnrn of Ormif- 
toun, S.C.J, and Lord 
Juftice Clerk, (3d huf- 
and). He died 1735. 



Sarah, born 6th 
Jan. 1639, di- 
ed an infant. 
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James, born 46th 
Feb. 1 650, died 
in infancy. 



Janet, born xft Feb. 1687, marri- 
ed, 15th Feb. 1709, to Sir John 
Clerk of Pennycuick, Bart. Ba- 
ron of Exchequer. She died 
39th Jan. 1760, acta. 73, 



Margaret, born 19th 
Man 1688, died iu 
infancy. 



Jacobina, a poflhumous child, 
born ift July 1689, died a- 
bout 1750. 



Sufan, born 
•oa.1709, 
ried, ajd a 

173°. J n -' 
gie of Dul 
nte, Co. F 



== Chriftian, daughter of Sir 
Robert Sinclair of Long- 
formacus, Bart. She di- 
ed at Cramond 15 th Ju- 
ly 1790. 



Margaret, born 1720, 
married, 5th Maf. 
1739, John Erfkine 
of Dun, Co. Forfar; 
died at Moffat 3d 
Joly 1 747» •*.**. 



9-1 
James, born I ft 
Jan. 17 24, di- 
ed 8th Mar. 

1729. 



JO. I 
Janet. 



II. I 
Patrick Inglis of 
Craigs, mer- 
chant in E- 
din burgh. 



12. 1 

Charles, Rear-Admi- 
ral of the Bine, born 
I ath Dec 1 7 30, di- 
ed at Craigs 10th 
00.1791, eta. 61, 
unmarried. C. 



Charles, died in Anne. x Sufan, died at Cramond 

infancy. ' 30th March 1774. 
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Arms. Ermine, a bend betwixt two cocks, Gules. Creft, on a wreath 
an unicorn's head, proper. Motto, Nee obfeura nee iuici. 



NETHER CRAMOND. 



INGLIS OF CRAMOND. 



J. HE annexed Pedigree, drawn up from Douglas's Baronage of Scot- 
land, p. 264, 265, and from the Regifters of Edinburgh and Cramond, 
will fhow the defcent and connexions of one of the principal familiq* 
in Midlothian, a family which has always been highly efteemed and re- 
fpe&ed, particularly in this parifti, their chief place of refidence for up* 
wards of 1 70 years. 

Notes in reference to that Pedigree. 

(A.) John Inglis, the fecond proprietor of Cramond of this family, had fo great an 
attachment to the Prefbyterian mode of worfhip, that a fine of Z. 6000 Sc. was im- 
pofed upon him for nonconformity, by the Parliament of Scot/and in 1662 ; and on 
the nth yuly 1674, he was fummoned to attend the Privy Council, before whom 
he acknowledged that he had been fix times in Cramond church, when conventicles 
were held there. For this heinous offence, the Council amerciated him in the fourth 
part of the Valued rent of his eflate toties quoties, and ordered him to be carried to 
prifon, to be confined there till that fum was paid, and longer during their pleafure. 
He was, however, difcharged from imprifonment, on payment of the fine. {IVod- 
row*s Hiftory of the church of Scotland, vol. a.) 

(B.) Sir yohn Inglis,kcond Baronet of Cramond, enjoyed for many years the office 
of Poftmafter General of Scotland, and attained the age of 88 without fuffering fi> 
much as one days confinement by ficknefs. Of thefe» 63 years were pafled in a 
married ftate ; and nothing could exceed the harmony in which he lived with his 
lady, Anne, daughter of Adam Cociburn of Ormiftoun, one of the Lords of Seflion, 
and Lord Juftice Clerk, by his firft wife Lady Sufan Hamilton, daughter of Johr^ 
fourth Earl of Haddington. Lord Ormiftoun married, fecondly, Sir John Inglir's 
mother, by whom he had at lead one daughter, Jean, born 39th March 1709, who 
was married to William Walker, Efq* and died at Kelfo 25th June 1792, aeta. 84. 

L 1 (C.) Charles 
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(C) Charles Inglis Etq. youngeft fon of Sir John Inglis, entered early into thefeafer- 
vice, and after paffing through the ufual fubordinate gradations, was appointed Cap* 
tain of the Royal Navy 15th Dec. 1761. In 1778, he failed commander of the Sa- 
lifbury of 50 guns to the Weft Indies ; and on the 12th Dec. 1779, cruizing in the 
bay of Honduras, had the good fortune to capture after a fmart engagement of two 
hours continuance, in which 4 of his men were killed, and 14 wounded, ^5 of whom 
died of their wounds,) the San Carlos of 50 guns and 397 men, a Spanifh private 
fliip of war. This veflel, bound from Cadiz to Fort Omoa, had on board twelve brafs 
cannon 24 pounders, a quantity of (hot and fhells, 5000 ftand of arms, and other va- 
luable articles. Returning to Britain in 1780, Captain Inglis was the fame year 
promoted to the command of the St Albans of 64 guns, with which failing again to 
the Weft Indies, he was with Lord Hood in his engagement with M. De Grajfe 25th 
yan. 1782, alfo with Lord Rodney in his glorious victories over the French fleet 9th 
and 1 2th April following. In thefe well fought actions, Captain Inglis had the 
good fortune to lofe none of his men, only fix of whom were wounded, although the 
St Albans was the next fliip but one to the Admiral. On the 21ft Sep. 1790, he was 
appointed Rear Admiral of the Blue ; but did not long enjoy that promotion, dying 
unmarried at his brother's feat of Craigs near Edinburgh, 10 061. 1791, acta. 61, 
much lamented by a numerous and valuable fet of friends and relations, to whom 
the many excellent qualities he poffeffed had defervedly endeared him highly. 



BARNTOUN. 

ELPHINSTON OF BARNTOUW.* 

\L HE defcent of the Ehpbinjlon family being amply detailed in Craw* 
ford's Peerage, 135, — 137, and in Douglas** Peerage, 242—246, I fhall 
in this place only obferve, that the firft of that name conne&ed with the 
parifh of Cramond was Sir James Elpbinjlon of Barntoun, fecondfon of 
Robert third Lord Elpbinjlon, by Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John 'Drum* 
mond of Innerpeffry in Pertb/bire. Applying to the ftudy of the law, 
Sir James was in due time called to the bar, where he rofe to fuch emi- 
nence as to attradt the attention of his fovereign, who was plcafed, in 
1586, to appoint him one of the Senators of the College of Juftice. In 

*5& 
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1596, he had the honour of being nominated one of the eight Commif- 
fioners of the Treafury, (called from their number O&avians) entrufted 
with the .management of the King's revenues, an employment by na 
means calculated to conciliate the affe&ions of the people, to whofe fury 
Sir James and his colleagues narrowly efcaped falling a facrifice 17th 
"Dec. 1596 in the tumult at the Tolbooth at Edinburgh. In 1598, he was 
appointed Secretary of State; and continuing to rife rn the King's favour, 
the lands belonging to the Ciflertian abbey of Balmerinoch in Fife were 
,erefted into a temporal lordfhip and barony, in favour of him, his heirs, 
mule, and heirs of tailzie and provifion, by a charter under the Great 
Seal, dated 20th Feb. 1604, and he accordingly took his feat in Parlia- 
ment under the title of Lord Balmerinoch *. 

His Lordfhip Was, the fame year, nominated one of the commiflioners 
to treat of an union betwixt England and Scotland, and on the lft March* 
1605 had the place of Prefident of the Court of Seflion conferred on him.. 
He however refigned that high office in the following year, probably on 
account of its interfering with the duties of the Secretaryfhip, which 
frequently required his prefence in England near the perfon of his royal 
mailer. His Majefty now entertained fo high a regard for Lord Balme- 
rinocb, that it is faid he had an intention of nominating him the Eng- 
liih Secretary of State ; but a circumftance, to be immediately related,, 
put a fudden ftop to his Lordftrip's carreer of favour and preferment \. 

In 1 599, his near relation Sir Edward Drummond having mentioned that 
it would be eafy to procure a Cardinal's hat for their mutual kinfman 
Drummond Bilhop of Vaizon, by obtaining a letter from James VI. to- 
the Pope to requeft the promotion of a Scotfman to the Cardinalate, in 
order that he might manage the correfpondence between the courts of 
Rome and Edinburgh, his Lordfhip accordingly made a propofal to that 
effeft to his Majefty* The King declining all concern in this affair, 

L 1 % Lord 

* Crawforfs Peerage, 3a. Calderwood's Hiftory of the Church of Scotland, 31a,. 
364. Douglas's Peerage, 64. 
t Lord HaiUs'* catalogue of the Lords of Scffion. 
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Lord Balmerinocb went a mod unjuftifiable way to work, drawing up a 
letter in his Majefty's name to the Pope (Clement VIII.) requefting a 
Cardinal's hat for thebifhop of Vaizon, and concluding with high expref- 
fions of regard towards his Holinefs and the Catholic religion. This epiftle, 
which was dated at Holyroodboufe 24th Sept. 1599, his Lordfhip contrived 
to fhuffle in among other papers lying for the fignature of the King, who 
entertaining no fufpicions of deceit, fubfcribed it in courfe. Sir Edward 
Drummond being difpatched with it to Rome, the Matter of Gray, who 
a&ed as a fpy for Queen Elizabeth in Italy, found means to procure a co- 
py of the letter, which he took the firft opportunity of tranfmitting to 
her Majefty. Elizabttb, who had received,by another hand,fome imperfedt 
intelligence of this correfpondence, was filled with juft furprife, and imme- 
diately difpatched a mefienger into Scotland, to enquire into the truth of 
the matter, and to reproach James for an adlion fo unbecoming a Protef- 
tant prince. He was no lefs aftonifhed at the accufation, and, with a confi- 
dence which nothingbutthe confcioufnefs of innocence could infpire, affir- 
med the whole tc^be a mere calumny, and the letter itfelfto be forged by 
his enemies, on purpofe to bring his fincerity in religion to be fufpedted. 
Lord Balmerinocb, as Secretary of State, with equal folemnity denied all 
knowledge thereof; and in confequence of thefe afleverations, Elizabeth 
becoming perfuaded of the falfity of the report,'the affair appeared con- 
figned to eternal oblivion *. 

However, in 1607, James having publifhed a book bearing this title, 
" Tfiplici nodo triplex cuneus, or an apology for the oath of allegiance, 
" againft the two brieves of Pope Paul V, and the late letter of Cardi- 
•* nal Bellarmine to Blackwall the Archprieft," Bellarmine foon after- 
wards produced an anfwer, (under the name of Matthtus Tortus^ 
wherein he accufed the King of having abandoned the favourable fen- 

timents 

* Calderwood 427, where a copy of the letter, and of fi&itious inflruftions from 
the Ring to Sir Edward Drummond, is xnferted at length. Robert/on 1 * Hiftory of 
Scotland^ ii. 248, 



ELPHINSTON OF BARNtOUM. 269 

timents he had formerly entertained of the Roman Catholic religion, 
and in proof thereof quoted his Majefty's letter to Clement VIII. It was 
impoflible any longer to believe this to he a fiftion ; and it being a 
matter too delicate to be pafled over without enquiry, James fent for 
Balmerinocb to court, and examined him. His Lordfhip's confeffion 
unravelled the whole myftery ; but he.afferted that he had no other mo- 
tive for what he did than zeal*for his Majefty's fervice, as by flattering 
the Roman Catholics with hopes of indulgence, he imagined he was pav- 
ing the way for his acceflion to the Englifh throne. The Privy Coun- 
cil of England entertained very different fen timents of his Lordfhip's con- 
duct. In their opinion, not only the King's reputation had been «xpof- 
ed to reproach, hut his life to danger, by this rafti impofture ; they even 
imputed the gunpowder treafon to the rage and difappointment of the 
Papifts, upon finding the hopes, which this letter infpired, were fruf- 
trated f. 

Some do not fcruple to fay that James himfelf was no ftranger to the 
correfpondence with the Pope ; but that Balmerinocb being intimidat- 
ed by the Englifh Council, and deceived by the artifices of the Earl of 
Dunbar, concealed feme circumftances in his account of the tranfa&ion, 
and falfified others j and at the expence of his own fame, and the dan- 
ger of his life, endeavoured to draw a veil over this part of his matter's 
condudt. In his own memorials, as quoted by Calderwood, is this paf- 
fage, " Next followed my convi&ion in St. Andrews, wherein I was the 
" only ador myfelf, following in every point the Earl of Dunbar's di-^ 
11 redtions, brought to me, either by my Lord Burleigb, or the Lord 
" Scoon \: 9 

However, the cafe may have been, Lord Balmerinocb being fent down 
to Scotland with the Earl of *Duribar, was tried at St. Andrews 12th 
Marcb 1607, and found guilty of treafon, but his condemnation was de- 
layed 

f Caldtrwood, Robert/on, ubi fupra. 
t Ibid. 
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layed till the King's pleafure fhould be known. Upon his Majefty's 
confirming the verdift, fentence of decapitation and quartering was 
pronounced upon his Lordfhip in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh j and he was 
the fame day conveyed towards Falkland. At the Queen's interceffion 
his life was fpared j and in 051. following a warrant paffed, granting him 
liberty of free ward in Falkland, and one mile round that place, on his * 
finding fecurity, in the fura of L. 40,000, not to tranfgrefs thefe bounds. 
His Lordfhip afterwards obtained permifliofr to remove to his own houfe 
of Balmerinocb, where he died in 1612. Sir John Scot of Scotjlarvet, 
with his accuftomed malignity, fays that his Lordfhip's death was occa- 
iioned by an amatorious potion of cantharides, adminiftered by a maid 
in his boufe called Toung, afterwards married to Dr Honeyman ; but 0- 
thers, with a higher degree of charity, attribute it to his taking to heart 
the great difgrace and ignominy under which he was lying \. 

His Lordfhip was twice married j firft to Sarah, daughter of Sir John 
Menteith of Carfe, by whom he had one fon, John, his heir ; and Second- 
ly, to Marjory, daughter of Hugh Maxwell of-Tealing* By this laft, he 
had two daughters, Anne, the wife of Andrew Lord Frazer, and Alary, 
married to John Hamilton of Blair ; alfo one fon, James Elphinjloun, in 
whofe favour King James VI. was pleafed to eredt the lands belonging 
to the diflblved Cifterti^n Abbey of Coupar in Angus into a temporal 
Lordfhip, creating him a peer, by the title of Lord Coupar, with remain- 
der to the heirs male of his body, whom failing, to his father and his heirs 
male, and heirs of tailzie, 20th Dec. 1607. ^ord Coupar was appointed 
one of the extraordinary Lords of Seffion 7th June 1649, in the room of 
his brother Lord B aimer inoch deceafed j and on account of the loyalty 
of his principles was amerciated by Cromwell in the fum of Z. 3000 
fieri, in 1654. He died in 1669, and leaving no iflue, although he was 
twice married, firft to Margaret daughter of Sir James Haliburton of 
Pitcur, and fecondly to Lady Anne Ogilvie, daughter of James, fecond 

Earl 

t Scotftarvet's Staggering State of the Scots Statefmen, 60. 
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Earl of Airly, his eftate and title devolved upon his nephew John, third 
Lord Balmetinocb, in terms of the patent of creation *. 

John, fecond Lord Balmerinocb % only fon of the firft marriage, fuc- 
ceeded his father, whofe abilities he inherited ; and appears, from fome 
of his letters that are preferved in Dalrymple's memorials, to have been 
well inftruded- in the literature of Greece and Rome. He foon became 
diftinguifhed for oppofition to the meafures of Government, particular- 
ly in 1633, when the queftion refpe&ing the King's prerogative of im- 
pofing apparel on churchmen was difcufled in Parliament. It is faid 
that a majority of the members voted againft this motion ; but that the ^ 
Clerk Regifter thought proper to declare the queftion was carried in the 
affirmative. This the Earl of Rotbes denying, King Charles, who was 
then fitting in the houfe, peremptorily infilled that the declaration of 
the clerk ought to be held good, unlefs his Lordfhip would confent to go 
to the bar, and there accufe him of falfifying the records of Parliament. 
This being a capital crime, the accufer was, by the law of Scotland, li- 
able to the puniihment of death if he failed in the proof j and Lord 
Rotbes not choofing to run that rifque, the adt pafied without further 
challenge t. 

The peers and commoners who had voted againft the motion, reckon- 
ing that all their liberties were gone, and that the Parliament was become 
merely a piece of pageantry, if the Clerk Regifter was allowed to de- 
clare the votes as he pleafed without fcrutiny , employed William Haig t, 
an eminent folicitor, to draw up a petition to the King, praying that 
this grievance might be red re fled. Before prefenting it, however, Lord 
Rotbes was defired to carry a copy to his Majefty. When the King un- 
derftood the drift of that paper, he told Rotbes that he could not receive 

any 
# 
* Keith's catalogue of the Bifheps, 257. Lord Haifa's account of the Lords of 
Seflion. Cromwell's ad of indemnity, 
f Burnet's Htftory of his own Times, i. 22. 
t Son of Robert Haig } 13th baron of Bimerfide in Berwick/bin. # 
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any fuch petition ; and this anfwer being reported to the petitioners* 
they thought it unadvifeable to prefs the matter further at that time *. 

Lord Balmerinoch having kept a duplicate of this paper, interlined in 
fome places with his own hand, very imprudently fhewed it, though 
under the ftri&eft injunctions of fecrecy, and with a pofitive prohibition 
to take a copy, to one John Dunmore a notary in Dundee. Mr Dunmore, 
however, in diredt violation of his promife, prefumed.to tranfcribe the 
memorial, and having carried his copy home, gave it to Peter Hay of 
Naughton in Fife to perufe. Mr Hay engaged not to (hew the paper to 
any perfon whatever, but being a violent ftickler for Epifcopacy, and 
bearing no good will to his neighbour Lord Balmerinoch, immediately 
carried it to the Archbifhop of St. Andrews. His Grace, taking it into 
his head that the petition was going about for fubferiptions, refolved to 
give immediate information to the King, and for that purpofe fet ofFdi- 
re&ly for London, beginning his journey on a Sunday, a ftep exceeding, 
ly ofFenfive to the prejudices entertained by his countrymen refpe&ing 
the ftrift obfervance of the fabbatfr. 

Lord Balmerinoch was, in confequence, oathe 9th June 1634, cited to 
appear on the 1 ith of that month before the privy council at Edinburgh, 
to be examined concerning this paper. .Happening to meet the fame 
afternoon with Mr Haig, his Lordfhip adyertifed him of the citation h6 
had received ; and Haig immediately fet off for Hollandby way of Har- 
wich, from whence he difpatched a letter to balmerinoch, acknowledg- 
ing bimfelfto.be the authQr of the petition. My Lord being examined 
by the Council, was committed to Edinburgh Caftle, where he continued 
in clofe confinement till the 30th March 1635, when he was brought to 
his trial by a jury, which confided, after feveral well-founded challen- 
ges, of thefe fifteen, the Earls of Marifchal, Murray, Dumfries, Lauder*, 
dale and Traquair, Vifcount Stormont, Lords Fortifier and Jobnflon, Sir 
Alexander Stracban of Thornton, Sir Robert Grierfon of Lag, Sir John 

Cbarteris 

* Burntt, ubi lupra. 
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Chatteris of Amis field, Sir Alexander Nijbet of Wejl-Nxfbet, Sir /WiaE 
Agnew of Locbnaw, Sir James Baillie of Locbend, and ^oifl Gordon of 
Buckie. « 

After the jury were (hut up, Mr Gordon, who in 1592 had aflifted his 
chieftain the Marquis of Huntley in the murder of the Earl of A/array, and 
was. therefore reckoned by the court a fure man that would go any length 
to ferve them, fpoke firft of all. After apologifing for his prefumption ia 
taking the firft word, he defired the jury would confider carefully what 
they were about j it was a matter of blood^and they would feel the weight 
of it as long they lived. He had in his youth been drawn, in to fhed blood, 
for which he had eafily procured a re million from the king, but it hadcoli 
him a. great deal to obtain pardon from God, it had coil him many forrow- 
ful hours both day and night. This fpeech, fo unexpected, and accompa- 
nied with tears trickling down his furrowed cheeks, had a vifible efFedt on: 
feveral of the jurymen ;. but Lord Traquair (who was chofen chancellor), 
taking up the argument, faid, they were neither to confider whether the 
kw wasoppreffive or not, nor the nature of the paper, as it was judged by 
the court to come within the ftatute of leafing making ; they had only to 
determine whether Lord Balmerinocbhad, or had not,difcovered the perfon 
who drew up the petition. To this, LovdLauderdale (who had been reput- 
ed an enemy to the prifoner, but whom the latter, inftead of challenging, 
declared to be omni exceptione major,) anfwered, that fevere laws which 
had never been put into execution, were looked upon as made s* terror- 
em ; and though after the court's having judged the paper to be fedi* 
tious, it would be a capital crime to conceal the author, yet before fucli 
judgement, the matter could not be fo evident. The jury debated thefe 
. points feveralhours ; and at laft the queftion being put to the vote, Lord 
B aimer inocb was capitally convi&ed by a majority of or\e only *. 

M m For 

* Burnet's Hiftory of his own Times, L X2. State Trials, i. 4*9. where may be- 
feen the pleadings at large, and a copy of the petition, with the words interlined by 
Lord Balmerinocb. 
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For reafons detailed at length in Burnet's Hiftory of his own Times, a 
free pardon was granted to Lord Balmcrinocb, who, however, continued 
Heady in oppofition to all the meafures of Government, and was particiu 
larly hoftile to the attempt t6 introduce the Service Book into Scotlami. 
In 1639, he appeared among thofe members of Parliament who voted for 
the lawfulnefs and neceffity of a defenfive war, a meafure that was accor- 
dingly adopted ; and he was the principal advifer of the Covenanters 
fending a letter to Louis XIII, to irqplore, in confideration of the antient 
alliance betwixt France and Scotland, hisafliftance agaiaft the tyrannical 
proceedings of their own monarch \ This behaviour could not fail highly 
to incenfe King Charles, who in his " Large Declaration concerning the 
late Tumults in Scotland" takes particular notice thereof, upbraiding his 
Lordfhip with his father's having been beholden both for his barony and 
for his whole fortune tojfames VL as alfo for his life, honour/ and eftate, 
after having been convifted of high treafon; and with his own obligations 
to himfelf, in gracioufly remitting the f^ntence oC death pronounced upon 
him for abetting and difperfing the infamous libel above mentioned. The 
conclufion of the Declaration, as far as refpeds his Lordflup, runs in thefe 
terms, 4< And now this fame pardoned Lord Balmermocb, being one of the 
14 chief contrivers and moft malicious profecutors of thi$ wicked covenant 
41 made againft us and our authority, how can he be able to anfwer it to 
u God, us, and our crown, his own confeience, or to the world, even in 
* point of honour and reputation, it muft be left to the world to judge +." 

In 1641, his Lordihip was eledled Prefldent of the Parliament ot Scot- 
land; and among the firft a&s pafled this Seffioh, was one for commit- - 
ting Sir Robert Spot/wood and Sir John Hay, (two of the Affeffors to 
the Lord Juftice General on his trial,) prifoners to Edinburgh caftle, as 
incendiaries* On the 13th Nw. that year, Lord Bahnerinocb was, by 

Ad 

* The bearer of the letter was a confidential friend of Lord ^almerinoch^ Mr Wil- 
liam Colvill, Minifter of Cramond, p. 80. 

t Large Declaration, fol. p. 13. Scotftarvet 64. 
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A& of Parliament, conftittted one of the extraordinary Lord* of Seflion ; 
and on the. i6th of the fame month he was nominated, along with the 
Earls of Loudoun and Lindfay, and others, to repair to London in order 
to treat about the railing of an army for the fuppreffion of the Irilh re- 
hellion. This bufinefs, Bifhop Guthrie remarks, was managed by the 
Commiffioners in a manner highly fatisfadlory to both England and Scot* 
land*. - 

. In the General Aflenibly 1643, kord Balmerinocb and feveral other 
perfons of high rank were chofeii Afieflbrs to the Moderator. In this 
Aflembly.it was refolved, (a deputation of Commiffioners from the Par- 
liament of England concurring in the refolution,) that a fokrtin league 
and covenant fhould be fworn and fubfcribed by both nations, which 
was accordingly done. The fame year, the committee of eftates having 
given orders for the railing of an army to affift the Englilh Parliament, 
his Lordfhip, in order to prevent the troops from mutinying or difband* 
ing for Want 6f pundual payment, made a motion in Council, 5th Jan. 
1644, for impofing a tax on feveral. fpecies of commodities, to form a 
Hock of credit for that purpofe. A party of the citizens of Edinburgh, 
thereupon riling in a tumultuous manner, furrounded the Council Cham- 
ber, and threatened tfiat unlefs the queftion was negatived, they would 
teat the propofcf in pieces. To compofe the ferment, the Council a- 
greed to put' off the coofideration of the motion, till the Convention of 
eftates fhould meet to debate upon that tax; and the people now 
thought proper t& difperfe. During this interval, the clergy exerted 
themfelves fo fuccefefuily from their pulpits, in behalf of the necefiity 
and expediency of the propofed tax, that when the Convention met up* 
on the 15th Jan. not one difienting voice was heard, fo it was laid on as 
propofed by Lord Bohnerinocb, and proclaimed at the market crofs the 
fame day. 
On the 7th June following, the Parliament of Scotland thought fit to> 

M m 2 exptefs 

* Refcindcd Afts of Parliament. Biihop Guthrie's Memoirs,. 107. 
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*xprefs their fatisfa&ion of his Lordfhip's conduct, while he filled the of- 
fice of their Prefident, by palling an adt of approbation and exoneration. 
The fame year, Lord Balmerinocb was, by the General Affembly, ap» 
pointed to repair to London, along with the Earl of Loudoun and Sir 
Archibald Johnfion of IVarriJloun, to treat with both houfes of Parlia- 
ment for uniformity in public worftiip. The fame perfons were, in Feb* 
1646, nominated by the Scottifh Parliament as their Commiifioners to 
London, in order to co-operate with the Lord Maittand and others io 
concerting meafu-res for the King's joining the' Scottish army* . Lord 
Balmerinocb returning to Edinburgh 2d May 1646, reported that the 
whole Tiad been fo Skilfully managed, that he was confident * he next 
poft would bring accounts of his Majefly's having joined the Scottilh 
troops, then lying at Newark. The event juftified his Lordfhip's fore- 
fight, for on the 10th May, difpatches arrived from General Ltjlie, no- 
ticing the King's efcape from Oxford,* and his joining the army on the 
5th of that month. The Scottifh troops removing to Newcujlte, Lord 
Balmerinocb repaired thither to pay his refpe&s to his Majefty *• 

In 1648, the ftates of Scotland having re folved to raife an army of 
30,000 foot and 6000 horfe, in order to attempt the refcue of the King 
from his imprifonment, the County of Edinburgh raifed, as ': its quota, 
1200 foot foldiers, which were put under the command of Lord Balme- 
rinocb, although he had united with the Marquis of Argyle, the Earls of 
CaJJilis, Eglinton, and Others, in oppofing the levy of the troops. No-' 
thing further occurs refpe&ing his Lordflrip, than that he was one of the 
fmall number of Peers that appeared in the Parliament when it aflem- 
bled 4th Jan. 1649. He died fuddenly foon afterwards, and was buri- 
ed in the vault belonging to the Logan family, adjoining to the church of 
Rejlalrig, but his remains were not fuffered to reft undifturbed, his body 
being raifed up in 1650 by CromwePs foldiers, while fearching that vault 
for leaden coffins, for the purpofe of making bullets t. 

His 

* Refcinded afts. Guthrie, 213, 217. 

+ Refcinded Afts. Guthrie, 301. ~Scotftarvet, 61. 
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His Lordfhip was, without exception, the bed friend the Covenanters 
had, as he not only affifted that party with his advice on all occafions, 
but alfo fupplied them with large fums of money, by which he irrepara- 
bly injured the very ample fortune he inherited from his father. He 
lived in habits of drift friendfhip with the chief leaders of the Prefbyte- 
rians, and was particularly intimate with Sir Archibald Jobnjlon of War- 
rijloun. He had fo ftrong.a fenfe of juftice, that having reafon to fufpeft 
his father had made too advantageous a purchafe of the lands of 
Balumby, Co. Forfar, he of his own accord gave 10,000 merks to the heir 
of that eftate by way of compenfation. Barntoun was the principal place 
of his refidence ; he built a" new houfe there, and made confiderable 
additions to his property in that neighbourhood. 

His Lordfhip married Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas Ker of Fernyhirjl, 
lifter of Andrew and James Lords Jedburgh, and Robert Earl of Somerfet 
the wicked favourite of James VI. They had no iflue for many years; 
but at laft, when fhe was near fifty, and had been under a courfe of me- 
dicine for the dropfy, owing to the phyficians miftaking her cafe, fhe 
was delivered of a fon, 

John, third Lord Balmerinoch, born i8th Feb. 1623, who on coming to 
the title found his affairs in great diforder, by reafon of the heavy debts 
contracted by his father in the public fervice- He had alfo the misfor- 
tune to be engaged in feveral law fuit9, particularly in a caufe of great 
importance with his coufin the Countefs of Bedford, refpeding the eftate 
of Fernyhirft, whereby his affairs became ftill more involved, fo that he 
was obliged (notwithftanding his fucceflion to the eftate and title of his 
uncle Lord Coupar in 1669) to difpofe of almoft the whole of his landed 
property. For his compliance with the ruling powers during the ufur- 
pation, and for non-conformity, he was fined in the fum of L. 6000 Sc. 
by the Earl of Middle t on' % Parliament in 1662. His Lordfhip died on the 
10th of June 1704, aeta. 82, having married Lady Margaret Campbell, only 
daughter of John Earl of Loudoun, Lord High Chancellor of Scotland, by 

whom 
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whom he had ifliie, Jobn his heiry" ' James born 23d Feb. 1655, Margaret 
born 29th Jan. 1657, and another James, born 12th April j 660; uhe 
three laft died in infancy *. 

John, fourth Lord Balmerinocb, and third Lord Coupar, the only furviv* 
ing fon, born 26th T)ec. 1652, " was a man of excellent parts, improven by 
u great reading j being perhaps one x of the beft lawyers in the kingdom, 
" and very expert in the knowledge of the Scottifli conftitution ; he rea* 
44 foned much and pertinehtly in Parliament; and teftifying, on all oc- 
" cafions an unfhaken loyalty to his prince, and zealous affeftion to his 
" country, he gained the efteem and love of ail good men t." HisLordlhip 
ftrenuoufly oppofed the Union, judging that treaty derogatory to the ho- 
nour and independence of this kingdom ; but however, confented to be 
one of the fixteen reprefentatives of the Scottifli peerage at the General E- 
legion in 1710, and again in 1713* The office of General of the Mint 
falling vacant in 1710, was beftowed upon Lord Balmerinocb, who the 
fame year had the honour of being appointed Sheriff of the county of 
Edinburgh, then in the Queen's hands by the death of the Earl of Dalbou- 
Jie t and in 171 1 he was named one of the Commiffioners for executing 
the office of Lord Chamberlain, On the acceffion of George I. his Lordfhip 
was removed from all his places, and no longer returned one of'the fix- 
*teen Peers ; but this harfli treatment had not the effedt of driving him 
to defperation, as was the cafe with many other noblemen in a firailar 
predicament ; his good fenfe taught him the folly of rafh courfes, and 
during the rebellion he continued faithful to his Sovereign* He after- 
wards lived in a retired manner, and departing this life at his houfe in 
Leitb 13th May 1736, seta. 84. was buried on the 17th at Rejlalrigt. 

This 

* Craw/Ws.Peerage, 33, Regifter of baptifms of Edinburgh. fVoodrwfs Hiftory 
of the Church of Scotland, Appendix* 
f Lockbart of Carnwatb'% Mexnous* x£l* 
t Crawf. Peer. 33. 
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This worthy nobleman was twice married; firft 1 6th Feb. 1672, to 
Lady Cbrijlian Montgomery, daughter of Hugh feventh Earl of Eglin- 
ton; and fecondly 7th June 1687, to Annt % daughter of Dr Arthur 
Rofs y the laft Archbifhop of St. Andrews. By the former he had ifllie 
Hugh, Matter of Balmerinoch, an officer in the army, killed at the fiege 
of Lijle in 1 708 ; John his fucceflbr j Margaret, married to Sir John ' 
Pre/ton of PreJlonball\ arvd Jean, the wife of Francis Earl of Murray. By 
the fecond, who departed this life 12th Nov. 1712, he had one daughter 
Anne, who died unmarried, arid two fons, Arthur fixth Lord Bahnerinoc'h, 
and Alexander Elphinjhn Efq. who died unmarried at Leith ill 061. 

John, fifth Lord Jialmerinoch, and fourth Lord Coupar, the eldeft Sur- 
viving fon, born 24th Nov. 1675, applied to the ftudy of the law, and 
was called to the bar in 1 703. After pra&jfing there fome years with 
reputation, he had the honour of being nominated one of the Lords of 
Seffion, hi the room of Lord Bowbill deceafed, and took his feat on the 
bench 5th June 17 14, (a few weeks before the death of Queen Anne) af- 
fuming, on thisoccafion, the title of LovdCoupar. His Lordfhip who was not 
lefs diftinguifhed for his lingular impartiality as a judge, than for his amia- 

' ble 

« 
* In 1 730, this Mr Alexander ElphinHoun was indifled at the initance of his MajeC 
ty's Advocate, for that upon the 13d Dec. 1729, he being in company with Lieute- 
nant Thomas Swift of Lord Cadogan's regiment of foot, after fome words had pafied 
between thetn in the houfe of Michael WatJ "on. Merchant in Leith,- at parting Mr A- 
lexander did challenge Lieutenant Swift ; giving him a tip on the {boulder with a 
fword, telling him that he behoved to meet him next morning on the Links of Leith, 
in order to fight or give fatisfaftioif, or words to that purpofe. Likeas on the 
24th day of the faid month o£Dec. he fent to the Lieutenant's lodgings in Leith, chal- 
lenging him tt> meet on the Links near the town of Leith, where about the hours of tea 
and eleven, having accordingly met, they did fight njingular combat with drawn f words, 
and the faid Mr Alexander did then and there give the faid Lieutenant a wound in 
the bread with a fword, whereof he died in fome fhort fpace thereafter. From the 
records of Jufticiary it appears, that no further proceedings were held in this afiair, 
than adjourning the diet twice or thrice. 
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ble qualities in private life, died at Leitb 5th Jan. 1746 aeta 71, and leav- 
ing no iffue by his wife lA&y Elizabeth Carnegie, daughter of David 
fourth Earl of Norlbejk (who furvived till 21ft Sept.. 1767) was Succeed- 
ed by his brother, 

Arthur, fixth Lord Balmerinocb, and fifth Lord Coupar, who was bori* 
in the year 1688. Preferring the military line, he had the command of a 
company of foot in Lord Shannon's regiment in Queen Anne's time; but 
on the acceffion of George I. refigned that commiffion, and joined the 
Earl of Marr, under whom he ferved zt.Sberriffmuir. After that en- 
gagement, finding the Premier's affairs in a defperate fituation, he 
found means to efcape out of Scotland, and entered into the French fer- 
vice, in which he continued till the death of his brother Alexander in 
1733. When this happened, his father, anxious to have him fettled at 
home, made fuch ftrong application to Government in bis behalf, that 
he obtained a free pardon, of which he fent notice to bis fon, then refid- 
ing at JBerne in Switzerland. Not a little furprifed at this unexpe&ed 
piece of intelligence, he thought it his duty, before determining whether 
or not to accept of the pardon, to ftate the whole circumftances of the 
cafe to the Pretender, who, in an anfwcr written with, his own hand, gave 
him permiffion to return to Scotland, and withal mentioned that he had 
iflued orders to his banker at Paris to fupply him with money for his 
travelling expences. He thereupon returned home, after having been 
near twenty years an exile from his native country, and was received 
with great joy by his aged father. 

When the Chevalier de St. George arrived in Scotland in ,17+4, his 
Lordfhip, (then Mr Arthur Elpbinjlon) was one of the firft that repair- 
ed to his ftandard, and was appointed Colonel and Captain of the fe* 
cond troop of horfe life-guards attending his perfon. He was at Car- 
life when it Surrendered to the rebels, marched with them, as far as 
Derby, from whence he accompanied them in their retreat to Scotland, 
and- was prefent, but not perfonally engaged, being in a corps de re- 

ferve, 
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ferve, at the battle of Falkirk. At the decifive vi&ory of Cullodcn, his 
Lordfliip, (who had fucceeded to the title only a few weeks preced- 
ing,) had the misfortune to be taken prifoner by the Duke of Cumber- 
land's army. Being conducted to London, he was committed to the 
Tower, and brought to his trial in Weftminifter-hall 29th July 1746, a- 
long with the Earls of Xilmarnock and Cromarty, both of whom* pled 
guilty. Lord Balmerinocb pleading not guilty, was remanded to the 
Tower, and brought back next day, when aft$r fome debates about the 
wording of the indi&ment betwixt his Lordfliip, (who did not employ 
any council,) and the high Steward* and Crown lawyers, witneffes were 
examined, who proved his being with the rebels at the feveral places 
above mentioned, and he was accordingly found guilty. , On the lft 
of A ug uft fentence of death was paffed upon the two Earls and his 
Lordfliip, the Earl of Cromarty obtained a pardon, but the other two 
fuflered decapitation on Towerbill 18th Aug. 1746. 

Lord Balmerinocb'* behaviour at his execution, was marked with a 
degree of firmnefs and intrepidity falling to the lot of very few to pof- 
fefs. A fhort time before his removal to Towerbill, he requefted an 
interview with Lord Kilmarnock, which was granted. After it was end* 
ed, the two noblemen falutcd one another,' Balmerinocb bidding Kil- 
marnock an eternal and happy adieu, and adding, My dear Lord, I wifli ~ 

I could alone pay the reckoning, and fuffer for us both; The latter 
was firft executed ; and during that time Lord Balmerinocb remained 
in an apartment near the fcafFold, in which his deportment was grace- 
ful without affe&ation, chearful, but not prefumptuous. He there con- 
verged freely with his friends, twice refreflied himfelf with a bit of bread 
and a glafs' of wine, and defired the company to drink to him M ain de- 

II grae ta haiven," but above all, he called frequently on God, and ap- 
peared both prepared and willing to die. 

Upon the Sheriffs coming into the apartment, his Lordfliip faid 1 
fuppofe Lord Kilmarnock is no more ; and having afked how the exe- 
cutioner performed his duty, upon receiving the account, added, thep it 

N n was 
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was well donp, and now, gentlemen, I will detain you no longer, for I 
define not to protrad my life. He then faluted the company in a 
manner fo chearful as to draw tears from every eye, and haftened to the 
fcaffold, which he mounted with fo undaunted a ftep as furprized every 
fpedator, walked round it, bowed to the people, read the following in- 
fcription upon his coffin, « Arturus Dominus de Balmerino, decollates 
" x*vo, dieAuguli 1746, xtatis fu a 5 8 » faid it. was right, and then 
looking on the block with apparent pleafure, ftiled it his pillow of reft. 

His Lordfhip then called for the executioner' who, being introdu- 
ced, was about to a(k forgivenefs, but he flopped him, and faid, " Friend, 
" you need not aft: me forgivenefs. .The execution of your duty is com' 
u mendable." Then prefenting him with three guineas, faid, " Friend, 
" I never had much money, this is all I have, I wifli it was more for 
" your fake, I am forry I can add nothing elfe but my coat and waift- 
" coat," which he inftantly took off and laid upon his coffin. Having 
prepared himfelf for the block, he took his laft farewell of his friends, 
and having once more taken a view of the great number of fpeaators 
faid, " 1 am afraid there are fome who may think my behaviour bold" 
and turning to a gentleman near him added, " Remember Sir, what' I 
" tell you, it arifes from a confidence in God, and a clear confcience." 
Then taking the axe from the executioner, he felt its edge, and return- 
ed it to him again, at the fame time mewing him where to ftrike the 
blow, and animating him to do it with refolution, For in that, friend 
faid he, will confift your mercy. Then, with the feme furprmn'g coun- 
tenance, he kneeled down at the block, and having, with arms extend- 
ed, faid this fliort prayer, " O Lord, reward my friends, forgive my e- 
" nemies, blefs King James, and receive my foul," fubmitted, and gave 
the fignal to the executioner. His body was buried along with that 
of the Earl of Kilmarnock in the Tower Chapel, and having had no if- 
fue by his wife, Margaret, daughter of Captain Chalmers, the male Kne 
of this branch of the Elpbinfton family, which had experienced fo ma- 
ny viciffitudes of fortune, became extina. 

Arms. 
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Arms. Arg. a chevron, fable, charged with three buckles of the field 
(to denote the defcent of this family from the Montcitbs of Carfe) be* 
tween as many boars heads, erafed, Gules. Creft, a dove, argent, with 
a fnake, proper, linked about its legs. Supporters, two griffins, proper, 
beaked and armed, or. Motto, PrudentiafraudU nefcia. 
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HOWISON OF BRAEHEAD. 
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HIS family has already fubfifted in this diftridk upwards of 330 
years, a longer period than any 4 of the numerous families that have had 
intereft in the parifli has done ; and the annexed Pedigree, drawn up 
from old charters, and the Regiilers of Cramond, will exhibit their def- 
cept for twelve generations. 



CONCLUSION. 



1 



have already ftated, that it was my original intention to have de- 
tailed at length the defcent of every confiderable family conne&ed 
with the Parifh of Cramond, and for that purpofe I had made copious 
genealogical collections. Finding, however, that the profecution of 
this plan would greatly protraft the limits of a work already too much 
extended, I gave up the idea, refolving to confine myfelf to the fix 
families already treated of, none of whom has fubfifted in this diftrift 
for lefs than one hundred- years. 1 will therefore now conclude thi9 
work, a work that, I am afraid, will to every reader appear extremely 
trifling and tedious, by fubjoining a Ihort lift of fuch families and indi- 

N n 2 viduals 



ago conclusion. 

viduals conne&ed with the parifti, as have been noticed in other publi- 
cations, with references to the books, in which they are mentioned. 
The figures after each family denote *he refpe&ive periods of their con- 
nexion with the parifh. 
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